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JOURNALS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 


OF    THE 


GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


OF    THE 


STATE  OF  VERMONT 

At  Their  Session^Held  at  Charlestown,  [NowN.H.]  October  1781 


r 


^ 


STATE  OF  VERMONT 


THURSDAY  October  ii'»'  1781. 

The  Reprsentatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  State  of  Vermont  met  at 
Charlestown'  [N.  H.j  agreeable  to  a  Resolution  of  the  General  Assembly 
at  their  Session  in  June  last. 

The  Reverend  M*"  [Bulkley]  Olcott  preached  an  Election  Sermon, 
according  to  appointment,  at  the  meeting  house  in  said  Charlestown. 

After  divine  service  was  performed — The  Representatives  were 
called  upon  to  bring  in  their  Votes  for  a  Clerk  of  the  Assembly  for  the 
ensuing  year — The  ballots  being  taken  and  sorted 

Doct"^  RoswELL  Hopkins  was  Elected  into  that  office,  and  took  the 
necessary  oaths  of  quallification. 

The  Representatives  were  then  called  upon  by  the  Clerk,  to  bring 
in  their  votes  for  a  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  the  ensuing  year — The 
ballots  being  taken 

Thomas  Porter  Esq"^  was  Elected  and  took  the  necessary  oaths  of 
quallification. 

The  Credentials  of  the  several  Representatives  were  read,  and  the 
following  were  found  to  be  duly  Elected,  who  took  the  several  oaths  of 
quallification, 

BENNINGTON   COUNTY 

Bennington  Brig^  Gen'  Sam'  Saiford  &  Isaac  Tichenor  Esq'' 

Manchester  Martin  Powell  Esq"^  &  Doct"^  Lewis  Beebee. 

Pownal  M''  Benjamin  Gardner  &  Jedidiah  Aylesworth  Esq'' 

Shaftsbury  Maj""  Gideon  Olin  and  Peter  Wright  Esq"^ 

New-Stamford  M"'  Jon""  Munger. 

Arlington  Col°  Mathew  Lyon  and  M""  Lemuel  Buck 

Sandgate  Reuben  Thomas  Esq"' 

Sunderland  Joseph  Bradley  Esq"^ 

Dorset  Col°  John  Strong  and  Capt.  Ab""  Underbill. 

Reuport  Col°  Stephen  Pearl  and  Capt.  Wareham  Gibbs. 

Scorticook  Capt.  Bezaleel  Phelps  and  M''  David  Smith. 

Cambridge  Col°  Joseph  Caldwell  &  M"^  Phineas  Whiteside. 

Little  Hoosack  M'  David  Randall  &  Doct^  Ab-"  Burdick. 

Hoosack  M''  Stutson  Benson  and  Jon"^  Walow  Esq'' 


I.  This  is  the  only  session  of  the  Legislature  held  outside  the  present  limits  of  the 
State.  Charlestown  was  then  claimed  as  a  part  of  Vermont,  being  situated  in  the  Eastern 
Union,  so-called.  The  Lieutenant  Governor,  Elisha  Payne  of  Lebanon,  and  one  member 
of  the  Council,  Bezaleel  Woodward  of  Dresden,  were  also  residents  of  the  Eastern  Union. 
Ira  Allen  says  that  New  Hampshire  authorities  sent  a  Major  Reynolds  with  a  force  of  two 
hundred  men  to  prevent  the  holding  of  this  session,  but  finding  that  his  force  was  too  small 
to  accomplish  the  purpose,  and  that  a  conflict  would  result  if  he  attempted  to  carry  out  his 
plans,  he  prudently  abandoned  opposition. — Governor  and  Council,  Vol.  2,  p.  115. 
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RUTLAND   COUNTY 

Tinmouth  Thomas  Porter  Esq"^  and  Capt.  Sam'  Mattucks. 

Rutland  Benj  ^  Whipple  Esq^  &  M^  John  Smith  2^ 

Pazvlet  Gideon  Adams  Esq""  and  Capt.  Simeon  Edgerton. 

Danby  Capt.  Eben""  Willson  and  M''  Dan'  Sherman. 

Wells  Daniel  Culver  Esq'' 

Poultney  W""  Ward  Esq"'  AP  Abisha  Moseley 

Clarendon  M''  Joseph  Smith  &  M"^  Lewis  Walker, 

Ira  M*^  George  Sherman 

Wallingford  IVP  Abraham  Jackson. 

Castleton  BreM'ster  Higley  Esq'' 

Pittsford  Eben'  Drury  Esq'' 

Shrewsbury  Benedick  Webber  M*^ 

Skeenshorough  Maj'^  Silas  Child. 

North-Granville      Benj  ^  Baker  Esq"" 

South-Granville  M'^  Joseph  Craw. 

WINDHAM   COUNTY 

Westminster  Benj  ^  Burt  Esq"^  Stephen  R.  Bradley  Esq"" 

Marlborough  Col°  Zadock  Granger  &  M''  Jon'''  Underwood 

Thomlinson  Thomas  Kinnee 

New-Fane  M''  Dan'  Taylor  &  Capt.  Eben""  Merrick 

Jamaica  M'  W'"  H.  Church. 

Londonderry  Capt.  Edward  Aiken. 

Rockingham  Joshua  Webb  Esq''  M''  Colbourn  Preston. 

Whitingham  Silas  Hamilton  Esq'' 

Townshend  Docf  Joshua  Wood 

Putney  Capt.  Daniel  Jewett  &  Lucus  Wilson  Esq*" 

Dummerston  M''  Amos  Rice  &  Capt.  Leonard  Spalding 

Wilmington  M''  Jesse  Cook  and  M''  James  Flagg. 

Brattleboro  Col°  John  Sargeant,  and  Sam'  Knight  Esq'' 

Hallifax  Edward  Harris  and  Benj  ^  Henry  Esquires. 

Guilford  William  Bullock  and  John  Shepherdson  Esq"'^ 

Hinsdale  John  Bridgman  Esq'' 


WINDSOR   COUNTY 

Windsor  Eben''  Curtiss  Esq'^  Stephen  Jacob  Esq'' 

Chester  Maj""  Thomas  Chandler  &  Reuben  Jones  Esq'' 

Weathers  field  Waters  Chilson  Esq'' 

Springfield  Col°  John  Barret  Capt.  Abner  Bisbee. 

Andover  Capt.  John  Simonds 

Cavendish  Capt.  John  Coffeen 

Norwich  Gen'  Peter  Olcott  &  Abel  Curtiss  Esq'' 

Hartford  Elkanah  Sprague  and  Joseph  Marsh  Esq'® 

Hertford  Elias  Weld  Esq' 


Thursday,  October  ii,  1781 

Woodstock  Maj''  Jesse  Safford  and  Capt.  Warren  Cottle. 

Royalton  Comfort  Sever  Esq"" 

Pomphret  John  W.  Dana  Esq"" 

Barnard  Benjamin  Cox  Esq"" 

Sharon  Joel  Marsh  Esq"" 

Hannover  Jon"^  Freeman  Esq""  M''  Jn°  Wright  Jun"^ 

Dresden  Bezaleel  Woodward  Esq"^  Col°  Eben"^  Bruster 

Cornish  W™  Ripley  Esq'' 

Lebanon  Elisha  Payne  and  Elihu  Hide  Esq^^ 

Plainfield  Maj''  Francis  Smith 

New-Grantham  Abel  Stevens  Esq'' 

ORANGE   COUNTY 

Thetford  Israel  Smith  Esq*^  Timothy  Bartholomew  Esq' 

Lunenhurgh  M""  Reuben  How. 

Maidstone  M^  Abraham  Gild. 

Newbury  Jacob  Kent  Esq""  Capt.  John  G.  Bayley. 

Moortown  Maj'^  John  Barron,  Capt.  Jo.  Thirbur. 

Peacham  Maj "^  James  Bayley 

Barnet  Alex'd  Harvey  Esq"" 

Fairlee  Ichabod  Ormsbee  Esq'' 

Strafford  Elijah  Beman  Esq"" 

Guildhall  M'  Timothy  Nash 

Orford  M"^  Davenport  Phelps 

Lime  Col°  Jonathan  Child,  Capt.  Eben'  Green. 

Corinth  John  Taplin  Esq'' 

Piermont  Thomas  Russel  Esq"" 

Landaff  M''  Absalom  Peters 

Bath  Elisha  Cleveland  Esq'' 

Gunthwaite  M''  John  Young. 

Lyman  Nathan  Hodges  Esq'' 

WASHINGTON   COUNTY 

Charlestown  Capt.  Samuel  Wetherbee,  Doct'  W""  Page. 

Marlow  Jonathan  Royce  Esq'' 

Gilsom  Eben'^  Dewey  Esq'^ 

Lempster  Capt.  William  King 

Hinsdale  Daniel  Jones  Esq'' 

Surry  M''  Woolston  Brockway. 

Walpole  John  Graves  Jun''  Esq"^  M""  Jon"'  Hall  Jun'' 

Westmoreland  Jonathan  Cole  Esq'^  M''  Archelaus  Temple 

Acwerth  M''  Peleg  Sprague. 

Claremont  Matthias  Stone  Esq''  Capt.  Benj  ^  Sumner. 

Newport  Benjamin  Giles  Esq'' 

Keene  Col°  Isaac  Wyman,  Ezra  Styles  Esq' 

Richmond  M''  Isaac  Benson 

Chesterfield  Col°  Sam'  King  and  M''  Silas  Thompson. 
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On  motion  made 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  six  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  receive  sort  and  count  the  votes  for  Governor, 
Deputy  Gov*^  Treasurer  and  Counsellors — as  the  Law  directs  and  Re- 
port the  persons  chosen  by  the  freemen  into  the  offices  aforesaid  to  this 
House — ^The  members  claosen  M"'  [Isaac]  Tichenor,  M"^  [Benjamin] 
Whipple,  M""  [John]  Shepherdson,  M"-  [Bezaleel]  Woodward  M''  [Jona- 
than] Child  and  M''  [Isaac]  Wyman. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  receive,  sort  and  count  the  votes  for 
Gov""  Deputy  Gov"^  Treas^  and  Counsellors  made  the  following  Report 
viz. 

"That  they  find  his  Excellency  Thomas  Chittenden  Esq''  Elected 
Governor. 

"No  choice  for  Deputy  Governor. 

"The  hon'''^  Ira  Allen  Esq""  Elected  Treasurer. 

"The  Honorable  Jonas  Fay,  Paul  Spooner,  Moses  Robinson, 
Timothy  Brownson,  John  Fassett  Jun"",  Ira  Allen,  Joseph  Bowker, 
Samuel  Fletcher,  Bezaleel  Woodward,  John  Throop,  Benjamin 
Emmons  and  Peter   Olcott  Esquires  Elected  Counsellors^. 

"By  order  of  Com"^^  Moses  Robinson  Ch""" 

The  Sheriff  made  Proclamation  of  the  persons  Elected  to  the  several 
offices  aforesaid. 

Adjourned  until  9  "Clock  tomorrow  morning. 

FRIDAY  Oct^  12*''  1781. 

The  Governor  and  Council  attended  the  House,  and  took  the  several 
oaths  of  quallification. 

The  Governor  Council  and  General  Assembly  proceeded  to  choose 
by  joint  ballot  a  Deputy  Governor  for  the  ensuing  year — The  ballots 
being  taken, 

Col°  Elisha  Payne^  was  Elected  into  that  office,  who  desired  a 
reasonable  time  might  be  granted  him  before  he  returned  his  answer — 
which  was  granted  him. 

Adjourned  until  two  oclock  afternoon — 

TWO  °CLOCK  P.  M. 

On  motion  made 

Proceeded  to  choose  a  Secretary  of  State  for  the  ensuing  year — The 
ballots  being  taken, 


1.  See  Governor  and  Council,  Vol  2,  p.  117. 

2.  For  biographical  sketch  of  Elisha  Payne  see  Governor  and  Council,  Vol.  i,  pp. 
276-278.  He  performed  his  duties  as  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  October  session.  The  record  of  the  Council  for  Oct.  27,  1781  (see  Governor  and 
Council,  Vol.  2,  p.  125)  shows  that  he  attended  the  Council  meeting  on  that  day,  having 
qualified  as  Lieutenant-Governor.  On  the  closing  day  of  the  session,  in  reply  to  a  reso- 
lution asking  for  information  he  informed  the  House  that  he  would  accept  the  office  of 
Deputy    (Lieutenant)    Governor. — p.    39. 


Friday,  October  12,  1781  7 

MiCAH  TowNSHEND^  Esq''  was  Elected,  and  took  the  necessary 
oaths   of  quallification. 

The  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  House  as  they  had  passed  the 
Assembly  the  last  year  were  Read,  and  after  some  debate. 

Resolved,  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  make  such 
necessary  alterations  in  said  Regulations  as  they  shall  judge  best  and 
make  Report — ^The  members  chosen  M"'  [Edward]  Harris,  M""  [Elisha] 
Payne  and  M"'  [John]  Strong. 

On  motion  made. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  arrangement  of  the  most  necessary 
business  to  be  transacted  during  the  present  Session,  and  make  Report — 
The  members  chosen  NP  [Thomas]  Chandler,  M''  [Jonathan]  Child,  M"" 
Jos.  Marsh  M"'  [Mathew]  Lyon  and  M""  [Isaac]  Tichenor. 

On  motion  made 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
Rev'd  M""  Olcott  and  return  him  the  thanks  of  this  House  for  the  Election 
Sermon  preached  yesterday  at  the  opening  of  the  Assembly  and  request 
a  copy  thereof  for  the  press.  The  members  chosen  M"'  [Samuel]  Wether- 
bee,   M"^  [Ebenezer]  Green  and  M"^  [Isaac]  Tichenor. 

Ordered, 

That  the  Secretary  send  a  list  of  the  several  officers  that  were 
Elected  into  office  at  the  Gen'  Election  yesterday,  together  with  a  list  of 
the  Representatives,  returned,  for  the  present  year  to  the  printer  to  be 
published  in  the  Vermont  Gazette^. 

Col°  [Benjamin]  Wait  informed  this  Assembly  that  there  is  a  Com- 
pany of  Men  raised  by  order  of  the  authority  of  this  State  now  ready  to 
march  to  the  frontiers — And  as  they  cannot  procure  such  necessaries 
as  they  will  stand  in  need  while  on  their  march  with  this  States  moneys 
and  as  they  have  taken  no  other  money  they  cannot  support  themselves 
while  marching — Therefore 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  take  the  aforesaid  matter  and  information 
under   consideration    and    Report   their   opinion    to   this   House — The 


1.  For  biographical  sketch  of  Micah  Townsend  see  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  i, 
pp.  518-519;  Hall's  History  of  Eastern  Vermont,  pp.  700-706. 

2.  The  Vermont  Gazette  and  Green  Mountain  Post  Boy,  the  first  newspaper  published 
in  this  State,  was  established  at  Westminster  by  Judah  P.  Spooner  and  Timothy  Green, 
either  late  in  1780  or  early  in  178 1.  The  Vermont  Gazette  was  established  at  Bennington 
in  June,  1783,  by  Anthony  Haswell.  A  tax  levi'  made  in  April,  1781,  was  ordered  to  be 
advertised  in  the  Vermont  Gazette,  the  New  Hampshire  Gazette,  one  of  the  Boston  news- 
papers, the  Connecticut  Courant  and  the  Massachusetts  Spy. 

3.  The  legislative  session  held  at  Windsor  in  April  of  this  year  (1781)  had  authorized 
the  issuance  of  25,155  pounds  of  paper  money  "for  the  payment  of  this  State's  debts  and 
other  public  purposes."  See  Slade's  Vermont  State  Papers,  pp.  424-426.  Colonel  Wait's 
report  on  the  value  of  this  money  is  an  interesting  side  light  on  Vermont's  paper  money 
experiment.  See  Governor  and  Council,  Vol.  2,  p.  117,  for  action  by  the  Council  on  Colo- 
nel Wait's  request.  See  pp.  9,  15,  21,  24,  and  38  for  legislative  action  relating  to  the 
currency. 
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members  chosen  M*"  [Elihu]  Payne,  IVP  J.Bradley,  JVP  [John]  Strong, 
M"'  [Matthew]  Lyon  and  M''  [Benjamin]  Gardner. 

Resolved  that  the  Constables  of  the  towns  of  Norwich  and  Dresden, 
be  and  are  hereby  desired  forthwith  to  warn  the  freemen  of  those  towns 
respectively  to  meet  and  choose  Representatives  to  attend  the  Gen' 
Assembly  of  this  State  for  the  present  year  in  the  room  of  the  hon'^'* 
Peter  Olcott  and  Bezaleel  Woodward  Esq".  Elected  members  of 
Council — Also  that  those  Towns  which  may  be  necessarily  destitute  of  a 
Representative  or  Representatives  be  properly  notified  by  their  Con- 
stables that  they  may  elect  Representatives  as  aforesaid — 

M"'  Stephen  R.  Bradley  requested  leave  of  absence  until  Tuesday 
next — Granted — 

On  motion  made 

Resolved  that  this  House  will  proceed  to  morrow  morning  nine  °Clock 
to  Elect  Judges  of  the  Superiour  Court  and  Members  of  the  Board  of 
War. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  nine  °Clock. 

SATURDAY  Oct^  13  ^i^  1781. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day  proceeded  to  the  Election  of 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court — The  ballots  being  taken — Elisha  Payne 
Esq'^  the  hon'''*  Moses  Robinson,  John  Fassett  Jun''  and  Bezaleel 
Woodward  Esq^ — and  Col°  Joseph  Caldwell  were  Elected — 

M"  [Joseph]  Marsh,  M""  [Stephen]  Jacob,  M""  [Edward]  Aikin  and 
M''  [Peter]  Wright  requested  leave  of  absence  until  tuesday  next — 
Granted.     M"'  [Benjamin]  Giles  requested  leave  of  absence.     Granted. 

Resolved  that  a  Com*^^^  of  five  to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council 
be  appointed  to  nominate  eighteen  persons  to  choose  nine  out  of  for  a 
Board  of  War  and  six  persons  to  choose  three  for  a  Committee  of  Pay 
Table  and  make  Report  to  this  House — The  members  chosen  M""  J. 
Bradley,  M""  [Isaac]  Tichenor,  M''  [Benjamin]  Whipple,  M'^  [Jonathan] 
Child  and  M^  [Matthew]  Lyon. 

A  petition  signed  Mary  Whipple  was  Read  and  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

Adjourned  until  9  "Clock  next  monday  morning. 

MONDAY  Oct^  15'^  1 78 1. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  make  a  nomination  of  eighteen  persons 
for  the  Board  of  War  and  six  persons  for  Com"^^  of  Pay-Table  for  the 
approbation  and  appointment  agreeable  to  the  order  of  Saturday  last — 
brought  in  their  Report — viz — 

"Your  Committee  do  nominate 

CoL°  Timothy  Brownson,  Col°  Ira  Allen,  John  Fassett  Esq"'  Col" 
Sam'  Robinson,  Col°  Gideon  Warren,  Gen'  Sam'  SafTord,  Jos.  Caldwell, 
Joseph  Bowker  Esq''  Jos.  Bradley  Esq''  Elihu  Smith  Esq''  Col°  Timothy 


Monday,  October  15,  178 i  9 

Beedle^,  [Bedel]  Col°  Ebenezer  Bruster  [Brewster]  Benjamin  Emmons 
Esq^  Maj^  Joseph  Tyler,  Maj^  Thomas  Murdock,  Col°  Jonathan  Child, 
Gen'  Roger  Enos,  Col°  Isaac  Wyman — as  the  persons  for  the  formation 
of  the  Board  of  War — also  Report 

"Col°  Timothy  Brownson,  John  Fassett  Esq""  Matthew  Lyon  Esq' 
Col°  John  Strong,  Col°  Nath'  Brush^,  and  Isaac  Tichenor  Esq''  as  the 
persons  for  the  formation  of  the  Committee  of  Pay-Table. 

signed 
"Moses     Robinson     for     Com"*." 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  Ordered, 

That  M''  [Lewis]  Beebe  be  and  is  hereby  requested  to  inform  the 
Gov*^  and  Council  that  this  House  will  proced  to  the  choice  of  the  Board 
of  War  at  the  opening  of  the  Assembly  in  the  afternoon,  and  that  he 
desire  their  assistance  in  choosing  the  same. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  make  an  arrangement  of  the  business 
to  be  transacted  during  this  Session^  brought  in  the  following  Report 
viz. 

jstiy      -pj^g  Election  of  the  Superiour  Court — Board  of  War  and  Com- 
mittee of  Pay-Table  be  attended  to. 
2'"y     Concert  proper  measures  to  supply  the  Army. 
3'^'y     Call  on  and  hear  the  Report  of  the  Agents  to  Congress — 
^thiy     Devise  ways  and  means  for  supplying  the  Treasury, 
^thiy     Take  into  Consideration  the  state  of  the  paper  currency — 
6thiy     Opening  the  trial  of  the  title  of  Lands. 

y'^^'y     Call  on  and  hear  the   Report  of  the   Committee  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  accounts — The  Committee  for  revising  the  Laws,  and  other 
Committees  heretofore  appointed  by  the  Legislature — 
8'hiy     Adopt    proper  measures     for  the  defence  of  the  state  the  en- 
suing Year — 

gthiy  Xhat  measures  be  taken  for  the  settlement  of  Confiscated  Es- 
tates and  those  that  are  forfeited  to  this  State — 

Signed 

"Beza  Woodward    for    Com"*." 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  six  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  2^  article  in  the 
Report  aforesaid,  and  make  Report  of  their  opinion  to  this  House — The 
members    chosen — M""    [John]    Strong,    M""    [Benjamin]    Whipple,    M'' 


1.  A  note  giving  some  facts  concerning  Col.  Timothy  Bedel  will  be  found  in  Governor 
and  Council,  Vol.  i,  pp.  264-265. 

2.  For  biographical  sketch  of  Col.  Nathaniel  Brush,  see  Governor  and  Council,  Vol. 
2,  p.  132. 

3.  It  is  stated  in  Governor  and  Council,  Vol.  2,  p.  320,  that  the  deliberations  of  this 
session  were  mainly  in  a  committee  of  the  two  Houses  (Assembly  and  Council)  and  that 
the  official  journals  do  not  give  an  account  in  detail  of  the  committee  proceedings. 
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[Daniel]  Taylor,  M^  [Thomas]  Chandler,  M''  [Davenport]  Phelps  and 
M^  [Isaac]  Wyman. 

The  3^  Article  in  the  Report  arranging  the  business  of  the  Session 
was  Read  and  thereupon 

Resolved  that  tomorrow  morning  be  and  is  hereby  appointed  to 
hear  the  Report  of  the  Agents  to  Congress  and  M''  [John]  Young  be  and 
is  hereby  requested  to  wait  on  said  Agents  and  inform  them  of  this 
Resolution. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  six  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  4*^^  and  5*''  Article 
in  the  Report  arranging  the  business  of  the  Session  and  Report  their 
opinion  to  this  House — The  members  chosen,  M''  [Isaac]  Tichenor, 
M^  [Benjamin]  Whipple,  M-"  [Benjamin]  Burt,  M^  [Ezra]  Styles,  M"- 
[Elisha]  Payne  and  M'  Smith. 

His  Excellency  the  Gov"^  laid  before  this  House  a  letter  from  Gen' 
John  Stark'  dated  Ocf  8'*'  and  one  other  dated  Ocf  11 '''directed  to  his 
Excellency  Gov^  Chittenden,  also  one  other,  copy  of  a,  letter  signed 
Tho^  Tolman^  D.  Sec^  directed  to  Gen'  Stark  and  copies  of  letters  signed 
by  his  Excellency  directed  to  Gen'  [Samuel]  Saiford,  Gen'  [Roger]  Enos 
and    Col°  [Stephen]  Pearl  which  were  Read. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  nine  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  6"*  Article  in  the 
Report  arranging  the  business  of  the  Session,  and  that  they  prepare  a 
Bill  for  quieting  ancient  Settlers'*  and  make  Report  to  this  House — 
The  members  chosen  M'  [Matthew]  Lyon,  M"^  Jos.  Smith,  M""  [John] 
Strong,  M'  [Nathan]  Hodges  M''  [Ebenezer]  Drury,  M^[ Thomas]  Chand- 
ler, M""  [Peleg]  Sprague,  M"  [Calbourn]  Preston  M'^  S.  R.  Bradley  and 
M'  [John]  Bridgman. 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  in  the  afternoon. 

2  °Clock  P.  M. 

According  to  a  Request  of  this  House,  and  the  order  of  the  day,  the 
Gov"^  and  Council  attended  the  Election  of  the  Board  of  War  and  Com- 
mittee of  Pay-Table — The  ballots  being  taken. 

CoL°  Timothy  Brownson,  Co1°  Ira  Allen,  John  Fassett  Esq"", 
CoL°  Joseph  Caldwell  Joseph  Bowker  Esq"^  Benj^  Emmons  Esq'' 


1.  General  Stark,  then  stationed  at  Saratoga,  N.  Y.  (within  the  Western  Union,  so 
called,  claimed  by  Vermont),  had  applied  to  Governor  Chittenden  for  aid  against  the 
enemy  reported  to  be  advancing  by  way  of  Lake  George. — Governor  and  Council,  Vol.  2, 
p.  118. 

2.  Much  important  work  requiring  literary  ability  was  entrusted  to  Thomas  Tolman 
in  the  early  period  of  Vermont  history.  E.  P.  Walton  says:  "To  Ethan  and  Ira  Allen  and 
Thomas  Tolman  we  are  indebted  for  the  vigorous  letters  of  Governor  Chittenden,  who, 
though  vigorous  in  thought  and  sound  and  quick  in  judgment,  was  not  expert  either  in 
speech  or  with  the  pen."  This  statement,  together  with  a  biographical  sketch  of  Mr. 
Tolman,  may  be  found  in  Governor  and  Council,  Vol.  3,  pp.  50-51. 

3.  See  Governor  and  Council,  Vol.  2,  p.  119,  for  action  by  the  Council. 
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Maj^  Thomas  Murdock,  Gen'  Roger  Enos  and  Col°  Isaac  Wyman 
were  Elected  members  of  the  Board  of  War — And 

CoL°  Timothy  Brownson,  Col°  Nathaniel  Brush  and  Maj"^ 
Isaac  Tichenor  were  Elected  members  of  Com'^^  of  Pay-Table. 

Adjourned  until  8  °Clock  tomorrow  morning. 


TUESDAY  Oct^  i6»^  1781. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Commissioners,  or  Agents 
appointed  to  repair  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  &c.  made  a 
verbal  Report  of  their  proceedings  in  the  office  of  their  appointment — 
And  exhibited  sundry  papers'  which  were  Read  in  their  order — And 
thereupon, 

Resolved  That  this  House  form  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  with 
the  Gov*^  and  Council  to  take  under  consideration  the  Report  of  the 
Agents,  and  papers  aforesaid. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  having  adjourned — the  House  formed 
and   proceeded  to  business — 

A  petition  signed  Jedidiah  Wellman  and  Marcy  Wellman  was  Read 
and  refered  to  a  Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration 
and  Report  there  opinion  thereon  to  this  House — The  members  chosen 
M'  [John]  Bridgman,  M"'  [John]  Strong  and  M''  [John]  Shepherdson. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  Rules 
and  Regulations  of  the  House  made  their  Report  and  the  following 
Rules  and  Regulations  were  passed  as  Rules  and  Regulations  to  Govern 
this  Assembly  for  the  ensuing  year — viz — 

Rules  for  the  Regulation  of  the  Assembly  Elected  in  1781 
/'*  That  no  Member  who  shall  be  absent  at  Roll  call  shall  take  his  seat 
without  first  obtaining  the  leave  of  the  Speaker,  and  if  it  shall  be  desired 
by  a  member,  giving  satisfaction  to  the  House. 

2^  That  any  member  who  shall  be  absent  more  than  fifteen  minutes  at 
a  time  after  Roll-call,  without  leave  of  the  House,  or  for  a  longer  time 
than  he  shall  have  obtained  leave  of  absence,  shall  be  treated  in  like 
manner. 


I.  See  Slade's  Vermont  State  Papers,  p.  160,  for  a  list  of  the  papers  read.  Governor 
and  Council,  Vol.  2,  pp.  307-320,  contains  Governor  Chittenden's  proclamation  of  July 
18,  1 78 1,  and  the  proceedings  of  Congress  in  July  and  August,  1781,  relative  to  Vermont, 
including  questions  by  a  congressional  committee,  the  answers  of  the  Vermont  delegates 
and  the  comments  of  Ira  Allen  thereon,  also  an  intercepted  dispatch  from  Lord  George 
Germaine  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  relative  to  Vermont  affairs. 

Congress  had  authorized  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  five  to  confer  with  repre- 
sentatives of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  in  regard  to  statehood.  It  was  resolved  that  if 
Vermont's  independence  were  recognized  the  lands  belonging  to  New  Hampshire  and  New 
York  must  be  guaranteed  against  encroachment  by  Vermont.  General  Washington  sent 
the  resolutions  adopted  by  Congress  concerning  Vermont  to  Governor  Chittenden  by  Capt. 
Ezra  Heacock  as  a  special  messenger,  in  order  to  determine  the  attitude  of  the  new  State 
toward  Great  Britain.     See  Crockett's  History  of  Vermont,  Vol.  2,  pp.  358-359. 
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j'^     That  no  Member  shall   speak  without  first  asking  leave  of  the 
Speaker. 

4^^     That  no  Member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  to  any  matter  in 
debate  without  leave  of  the  House. 

J^^     That  each  member  keep  his  Seat  except  when  Speaking. 
6^^    That  the  Doors  of  the  House  shall  be  open  to  all  Spectators,  who 
shall  behave  themselves  orderly  (except  when  the  good  of  the  State  re- 
quire the  doors  to  be  shut.) 

7'^^     That  any  member  refusing  to  obey  the  order  of  the  Speaker  agree- 
able to  the  foregoing  Rules,  shall  be  expelled  the  House — 
8^^     That  the  Speaker  of  the  House  shall  immediately  put  every  motion 
to  vote  that  is  seconded  and  not  contrary  to  the  Constitution,  unless  the 
same  be  immediately  objected  to. 

Q^^  That  the  officers  of  the  House  shall  punctually  attend  at  the  time  of 
adjournment,  on  penalty  of  being  reduced  to  a  private  station — unless 
a  sufficient  excuse  be  given  to  the  sa:isf action  of  the  House. 
10^^  That  when  a  Committee  is  to  be  appointed,  no  Member  shall 
nominate  until  called  upon  by  the  Speaker;  and  then  not  more  than  one 
person. 

A  number  of  papers,  some  signed  Joseph  Dyer  and  Joseph  Dyer 
Jun""  was  handed  by  one  of  the  Members  of  Council,  some  time  since, 
to  the  Speaker,  who  wished  for  directions  from  the  House  Respecting 
the  same — And  on  motion  made 

Resolved  that  M"^  J.  Bradley  be  and  is  hereby  requested  to  take 
charge  of  the  same  and  return  them  to  the  Governor  and  Council. 

Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  afternoon.  . 

2  "Clock  P.  M. 

The  House  formed  into  a  Com'^^  of  the  whole  with  the  Gov""  and 
Council  agreeable  to  their  adjournment — The  Committee  of  the  whole 
having  adjourned  the  House  proceeded  to  business. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  Inspect,  Audit,  and  adjust  the  public 
accounts  made  the  following  Report  viz — 

"To  the  hon''''^  the  Gen'  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Vermont — ■ 
Convened  at  Charlestown — 

"Your  Committee  appointed  to  inspect  and  adjust  the  public 
accounts  of  this  State — Inform  the  Hon'''*  House  that  they  have  been 
indefatigable  in  indeavouring  to  compleat  the  business  of  their  appoint- 
ment, and  would  have  been  enabled  to  have  rendered  an  account  of  the 
situation  of  the  public  Finances  &c.  at  this  Session,  but  were  prevented, 
by  reason  of  his  Excellency  the  Gov""  Ira  Allen'  and  John  Fassett  Es- 


I.  Ira  Allen  had  been  sent  to  Philadelphia  as  one  of  the  agents  to  appear  before  Con- 
gress. Soon  after  his  return  the  Governor  had  sent  him  on  an  expedition  to  meet  the 
British  commissioners  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners.  For  these  reasons  he  had  been  un- 
able to  give  immediate  attention  to  the  preparation  and  presentation  of  his  accounts  as 
Treasurer.  These  facts  appear  in  a  public  statement  made  later  in  response  to  criticisms 
by  his  opponents. — See  Crockett's  History  of  Vermont,  Vol.  2,  p.  422. 
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quires  not  having  their  accounts  in  readiness  for  a  settlement,  until  a 
few  days  before  the  sitting  of  the  Assembly — Your  Committee  beg  leave 
not  to  Report  upon  any  part  of  the  accounts  they  have  examined  until  the 
adjustment  of  the  whole — 

"Isaac  Tichenor  for  Com"^^^." 
OcV  16'^  1781. 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 
M"'  [Joshua]  Webb  and  M''  [Jonathan]  Hall  requested  leave  of  Ab- 
sence until  Thursday  next — Which  was  granted — 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  nine  °Clock — 

WEDNESDAY  Oct^  17'h  1781 

On  motion  made 

Resolved  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  the 
petition  of  Mary  Whipple,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table,  under 
consideration  and  make  Report  of  their  opinion  respecting  the  same  to 
this  House — The  members  chosen  Ad""  [Edward]  Harris,  M"^  [Lewis] 
Beebe   and  M""  [Ezra]   Styles. 

The  House  formed  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  with  the  Gov'' 
and  Council  agreeable  to  their  adjournment — The  Com'^^  of  the  whole 
having  adjourned — The  House  formed  and  adjourned  until  2  "Clock 
afternoon. 

2  "Clock  P.  M. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  Jedidiah 
Wellman  and  Mary  Wellman  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — 

"That  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  granted  and  that  an  Act  be 
passed  by  this  Assembly  granting  licence  to  the  Administrators  to  the 
estate  of  the  within  named  Aquilla  Cleveland' late  deceased  to  make  sale 
of  the  Land  within  mentioned,  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  Judge  of 
Probate  for  the  said  District  for  the  time  being. 

John  Bridgman  for  Com*^"". 

The  above  Report  was  Read  and  Ordered 

That  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly — 

Resolved  That  a  Committee  of  five  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  eighth^  Article  of 
the  Report  of  arrangement,  and  Report  their  opinion  to  this  House — 
The  members  chosen  M''  [Stephen  R.  ]Bradley,  M"^  [Ebenezer]  Bruster, 
M'-  [Joseph]  Marsh,  M^  [John]  Strong  and  M^  [Jonathan]  Child— 


1.  See  Act  of  Legislature,  Slade's  Vermont  State  Papers,  pp.  439-440. 

2.  The  eighth  article  of  the  plan  of  business  outlined  for  the  session  related  to  the 
adoption  of  proper  measures  of  defence  for  the  State.     See  p.  9. 
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Resolved  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  take  under  considera- 
tion the  6**^  Article' of  the  Report  of  arrangement  be  and  they  are  hereby 
directed  to  take  under  their  consideration  the  ()^^  Article^  in  said  Report, 
and  make  Report  of  their  opinion  to  this  House — 

The  House  formed  themselves  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  with 
the  Governor  and  Council  agreeable  to  their  adjournment — And  after 
some  time  spent  theirin,  the  Com^^^  of  the  whole  adjourned,  and  the 
Speaker  resumed  the  Chair — 

On  motion  made  by  M''  Jacob  Bayley  that  the  Town  of  Peacham  be 
discharged  from  paying  the  fifteen  penney  taxby  reason  of  their  frontier 
situation^ — 

Thereupon, 

Resolved  That  the  Inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Peacham  be  and  they 
are  hereby  discharged  from  paying  the  fifteen  penney  tax^  by  reason  of 
their  Frontier  situation — 

Resolved  That  the  Inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Barnet  be  excused 
or  discharged  from  paying  the  provision  tax''  that  was  laid  on  them  last 
October  by  reason  of  their  frontier  situation. 

Adjourned  until  8  "Clock  tomorrow  morning — 


THURSDAY  Oct^  18'^  1781. 


Resolved  That  the  first  Thursday  of  December  next  be  and  is  hereby 
appointed  to  be  observed  as  a  day  of  Public  Thanksgiving  throughout 
this  State,  and  the  Governor  is  hereby  requested  to  issue  his  Proclama- 
tion accordingly. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  state 
of  the  paper  currency  of  this  State  brought  in  a  Report  which  was  Read, 
and  after  some  debate     It  was  Ordered  to  be  Recommitted. 

M''  [Thomas]  Kinnee  requested  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  altering  and 
establishing  the  name  of  the  township  of  Thomlinson^  to  that  of  Danvers 
- — Ordered  That  leave  be  given  accordingly. 

Adjourned*  until  2  °Clock  afternoon. 


1.  The  sixth  article  related  to  the  investigation  of  the  title  of  lands.     See  p.  9. 

2.  The  ninth  article  related  to  measures  for  the  settlement  of  confiscated  and  for- 
feited estates.     See  p.  9. 

3.  See  Act  of  Legislature,  Blade's  Vermont  State  Papers,  pp.  424-426. 

4.  See  Slade's  Vermont  State  Papers,  p.  411. 

5.  The  name  Thomlinson  was  changed  to  Grafton  in  October,  1792.  See  p.  18; 
also  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  Vol.  i  (Index  to  the  Papers  of  the  Surveyor  General),  pp. 
145-146. 

6.  The  Council  records  show  that  that  body  on  October  18  joined  the  General  Assem- 
bly in  committee  of  the  whole  to  consider  the  subject  of  making  proposals  to  Congress 
relative  to  being  received  into  the  Federal  Union.  The  subject  was  "debated  largely," 
several  resolutions  concerning  this  topic  were  adopted  and  a  sub-committee  was  appointed 
to  give  it  further  consideration. — Governor  and  Council,  Vol.  2,  p.  119. 
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2°Clock    P.    M. 

On  motion  made  by  M''  [Ezra]  Styles. 

Resolved  That  Ai"^  [Edward]  Harris  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  de- 
liver the  Acts  and  Laws  lately  printed  to  the  Secretary,  and  that  the 
Secretary  deliver  said  Acts  to  the  several  Members  of  this  House  in 
proportion  to  the  grand  list  of  each  town — Provided  that  each  town 
shall  have  one  set  for  the  use  of  the  Inhabitants  thereof — 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  paper 
currency  &c.  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — 

"That  a  tax  of  one  shilling  upon  the  pound,  exclusive  of  any  tax 
heretofore  laid  be  immediately  assessed  upon  the  Polls  and  rateable 
Estates  and  collected  by  the  first  day  of  December  next. 

"That  the  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State  yet  on  hand  and  those  which 
shall  be  paid  into  the  Treasury,  be  destroyed  excepting  a  sufficiency  to 
defray  the  services  of  the  present  Session. 

"Your  Committee  further  recommend  that  the  Committee  for 
receiving  of  the  granting  fees  for  Land  that  have  been  granted  by  this 
State  render  an  immediate  and  just  account  in  writing— to  the  Hon  ^'^  the 
Gen'  Assembly;  of  the  Lands  forfeited  by  reason  of  non-payment  of  the 
Charter  fees — and  the  avails  of  such  lands  so  disposed  of  and  to  whom. 

"That  the  Treasurer  render  an  account  annually  of  the  State  of  the 
Treasury  at  the  Ocf  Sessions — And 

"That  the  Treasurer  be  forthwith  directed  to  grant  Execution 
against  the  delinquent  Collectors  of  the  s'*  tax — signed — Elisha  Payne 
for  Com'"." 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered, 

That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  Bill  agreeable 
to  said  Report — The  members  chosen  M""  [Stephen]  Jacob,  M'  [Daven- 
port] Phelps  and  M''  [Ebenezer]  Curtiss. 

A  Petition  signed  Roger  Enos,  W"  Gallup  and  Martin  Cabbot, 
which  was  refered  from  the  last  Session,  was  Read,  and  refered  unto  a 
Committee  of  five  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make  Re- 
port—The Members  chosen  M--  [Ezra]  Styles,  M^  [Lewis]  Beebe  M^ 
[Isaac]  Wyman,  M^  [Thomas]  Chandler  and  M^  [Matthew]  Lyon. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  annexing  the  township  of  Randolph  to 
the  County  of  Windsor"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House — 

A  petition  signed  Enoch  Bean  and  EHphalet  Bean  was  Read  and 
Refered  to  a  Committee  of  five  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and 
make  Report  to  this  House  of  their  opinion — The  members  chosen 
M^  [John]  Shepherdson,  M^  [Benjamin]  Gardner,  M^  [Phineas]  White- 
side, M"^  [Benjamin]  Whipple  and  M-"  [Thomas]  Chandler 

On  motion  made  by  M'  Sec^  [Micah]  Townshend- — 

Resolved  That  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  Bill  pointing  out  the  oflfice  and  duty 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  make  Report — The  Members  chosen  M' 
[Elisha]  Payne,  M"^  [Benjamin]  Henry  and  M'  [Thomas]  Chandler. 
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A  petition  signed  by  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Stamford,  alias, 
New-Stamford   was   read   and   dismissed. 

Adjourned  until  8  °Clock  tomorrow  morning. 

FRIDAY  Oct^  19"'  1781. 

The  House  joined  the  Governor  and  Council  in  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  agreeable  to  their  adjournment — The  Committee  of  the  whole 
having  adjourned — The  Speaker  resumed  the  Chair  and  the  House 
proceeded  to  business. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  having  made  their  Report  which  was 
Read  and  thereupon 

Resolved  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  join  a  Com- 
mittee from  the  Council  to  prepare  a  Bill  agreeable  to  said  Report  and 
make  Report  to  this  House — The  members  chosen  M''  [Ezra]  Styles 
M''  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley  and  M-"  [John]  Barret. 

M'^  [Reuben]  Jones  and  M''  [Elkanah]  Sprague  requested  leave  of 
absence  until  Monday  next — Granted. 

On  motion  made 

Resolved  that  this  House  will  on  Monday  next  meet  at  10  °Clock^ 
and  adjourn  at  five  and  so  on  from  day  to  day  during  the  present  Session. 

The  hon*''^  Moses  Robinson  Esq''  informed  this  House  that  he 
should  not  accept  his  appointment  as  second  Judge  of  the  Superiour 
Court. 

Col°  [Stephen]  Pearl  requested  leave  of  absence  during  the  Session 
by  reason  of  the  approaching  of  the  Enemy  ^  on  our  Frontiers — Granted. 

Adjourned  until   2   °Clock  afternoon. 

2  oClock  P.  M. 

A  petition  signed  Thomas  Lathrop  was  read  and  dismissed 

A  petition  signed  by  a  number  of  the  Inhabtants  of  the  town  of 
Putney  praying  that  a  County  Surveyor  for  the  County  of  Windham 
might  be  appointed  in  or  near  said  town — was  Read — 

The  House  joined  the  Governor  and  Council  in  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  agreeable  to  their  adjournment,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  disolved — And  the  Speaker  Resumed  the 
Chair  and  the  House  proceeded  to  business. 

On   motion   made 

Resolved  that  the  Governor  and  Council  be  requested  to  join  this 
House  to  choose  a  Judge  of  the  Superiour  Court  in  the  room  of  the 
hon*^'^  Moses  Robinson  Esq""  Resigned — And  the  Gov''  and  Council 
attended  accordingly — The  ballots  being  taken 


1.  The  opening  hour  of  the  morning  session  of  the  General  Assembly  had  varied  from 
8  to  9  o'clock. 

2.  Several  raids  occurred  during  the  years  1781  and  1782,  mostly  of  Indians  and 
Tories,  necessitating  the  calling  out  of  the  militia. 
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The  Hon'''^  Paul  Spooner  Esq"'  was  Elected. 

A  petition  signed  William  Barton  and  Israel  Cook  was  Read  and 
refered  to  a  Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and 
confer  with  the  Surveyor  Gen'  on  the  Subject,  and  make  Report  of  their 
opinion  to  this  House — The  members  chosen  M''  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley, 
M""  [John]  Strong  and  M'  [Ezra]  Styles. 

A  paper  was  this  day  delivered  to  the  Speaker  signed  by  Gen'  [Roger] 
Enos  dated  at  Charlestown  Ocf  17'^'^  1781  was  Read  and  Refered  unto 
the  Committee  appointed  to  adopt  proper  measures  for  the  defense  of 
the  State  the  ensuing  year. 

On  motion  made  by  M*"  [Isaac]  Tichenor,  that  there  is  a  petition 
now  in  town  proposed  to  be  delivered  into  this  Assembly  some  time  this 
Session — And  which  petition  is  signed  by  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  County  of  Bennington  respecting  the  Shire  towns  in  said  County — 
And  that  he  shall  make  a  request  in  a  short  time  to  go  with  Gen'  Enos  to 
Head  Quarters,  (against  the  Enemy) — he  moves  that  said  petition  might 
be  brought  forward  tomorrow  morning  or  not  to  be  heard  this  Session — 
Therefore 

Resolved  That  said  petition  be  brought  forward  to  morrow  morning 
or  the  same  shall  not  be  heard  during  the  present  Session. 

Adjourned  until  tomorrow  morning  eight  ''Clock — 

SATURDAY  Oct^  20'''  1781. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  Roger  Enos, 
William  Gallup,  and  Martin  Cabbot  Committee  of  the  Freeholders  of 
the  town  of^  Hertford  [Hartland]  brought  in  the  following  Report — 
viz — 

"That  notwithstanding  they  would  not  make  a  Rule  of  establishing 
the  New- York  grants  yet  in  as  much  as  it  appears  to  be  agreeable  to  the 
Act  of  the  majority  of  the  Proprietors,  and  to  conduce  most  to  the 
public  good  of  this  State  and  the  Inhabitants  of  said  township.  It  is  our 
opinion  that  the  said  New  York  patent  so  far  as  it  respects  the  title  of 
said  land  be  confirmed  to  the  Grantees." 

"Signed"  "Thomas  Chandler  for  Com'*^." 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill 
be   brought   in   accordingly. 

On  motion  made  by  M''  Jos.  Marsh, 

An  agreement  made  between  Joseph  Marsh,  Amos  Robinson,  and 
Stephen  Tilden  a  Committee  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  township  of 


I.  The  Town  of  Hertford  was  granted  by  Governor  Wentworth,  July  10,  1761,  to 
Samuel  Hunt  and  sixty-four  associates.  A  confirmation  charter  was  issued  by  the  Colo- 
nial government  of  New  York,  July  23,  1766,  to  Oliver  Willard  and  others.  The  name  of 
the  town  was  changed  to  Hartland,  in  1782. — State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  (Vermont 
Charters)  p.  302. 
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Hartford  on  the  one  part  and  Olivar  Willard  sole  proprietor  of  the  town- 
ship of  Hertford  [Hartland]  on  the  other  part  establishing  the  lines  be- 
tween said  towns  &c.  was  Read — and 

Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  agreeable  to  said  agreement. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  Enoch  and 
Eliphalet  Bean    brought  in  the  following  Report — viz — 

"That  it  is  their  opinion  that  a  hearing  be  granted  on  said  petition 
on  the  second  Day  of  the  next  Session  of  the  Assembly,  and  that  the 
petitioner  give  notice  thereof  to  John  Alger,  in  the  said  petition  men- 
tioned at  least  twelve  days  before  the  said  day  of  hearing. 

signed 

Tho^  Chandler  forCom'^^. " 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted — and  Ordered  that  a 
hearing  be  given  accordingly. 

M''  [John]  Shepherdson,  M''  [Stephen]  Jacob  and  M''  [Thomas] 
Chandler  requested  leave  of  absence  until  Monday  next — Granted. 

M''  [Thomas]  Kinnee  desired  leave  of  absence  until  week  after 
next — Granted. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  for  altering  the  name  of  the  township  of 
Thomlinson  in  the  County  of  Windham"  was  Read  and  passed  the 
House. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  to  confirm  the  patent  under  the  great 
seal  of  New  York  granting  the  township  of  Hertford  in  the  County  of 
Windsor"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

A  petition  signed  Daniel  Sherman  and  Ebenezer  Willson  in  behalf 
of  the  town  of  Danby  was  Read,  and 

Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

A  petition  signed  Timothy  Andrus  and  Elijah  Hinman  Agents  for 
the  townships  of  Guildhall,  Maidstone,  Bromswick,  [Brunswick]  Mine- 
head,  [later  Bloomfield]  Lemington,  Averill,  Lewis,  Wenlock,  Ferdinand 
and  Granby  was  Read  and  refered  to  a  Committee  of  five  to  join  a 
Committee  from  the  Council  to  take  the  same  under  consideration 
and  make  Report  of  their  opinion  to  this  House — The  members  chosen 
M^  [Stephen]  Jacob,  M^  [Samuel]  Mattucks,  [Mattocks]  M^  [Abel] 
Curtiss,  M''  [Matthew]  Lyon  and  M''  [Nathan]  Hodges. 

M''  [Ebenezer]  Bruster  [Brewster]  requested  leave  of  absence  to 
transact  some  public  business  in  the  Commissary  department  and  M'' 
Burton'  requested  leave  of  absence  until  Tuesday  next — Granted. 

A  petition  and  Remonstrance  signed  by  a  number  of  the  Inhabi- 


I.  Elisha  Burton  was  one  of  the  Norwich  Representatives  in  the  General  Assembly 
of  1780.  His  name  does  not  appear  as  a  member  of  that  body  in  1781  in  the  list  of  mem- 
bers in  the  Journal  as  given  in  the  records  at  the  beginning  of  the  session,  nor  in  Comstock's 
revision  of  "Deming's  Vermont  Officers."  Goddard  and  Partridge's  History  of  Norwich, 
however,  on  p.  270,  gives  the  name  of  Elisha  Burton  as  one  of  the  two  Norwich  Repre- 
sentatives who  served  in  the  General  Assembly  in  178 1.  His  name  appears  on  p.  34  of 
this  Journal  in  a  yea  and  nay  vote. 
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tants  of  the  County  of  Bennington  was  Read  and  after  hearing  the 
Counsil  for  the  petitioners — and  some  debate  the  same  was  dismissed 
by  a  large  majority. 

Adjourned  until  Monday  morning  ten  oClock — 


MONDAY  Oct^  22'^  1781. 

An  Act  Entitled  An  Act  authorizing  the  sale  of  the  real  Estate  of 
Aquilla  Cleveland  Deceased"  was  read  and  passed  the  House. 

A  petition  signed,  David  Pulsipher  [Pulsifer]  Administrator  to  the 
Estate  of  David  Pulsipher  late  of  Rockingham  deceased,  was  read  and 
the  prayer  thereof  granted  and 

Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  to  remit  to  the  town  of  Danby  the  pay- 
ment of  part  of  a  certain  tax  therein  mentioned"  was  read  and  passed 
the  House — this  agreeable  to  the  petition  of  Dan'  Sherman  andEben' 
Willson  in  behalf  of  the  town  of  Danby. 

In  order  that  the  true  state  of  our  finances  may  be  better  known,  and 
suitable  provision  made  for  the  supply  of  the  treasury  accordingly — ; 

Resolved  That  the  Committee  for  receiving  granting  fees  for  lands, 
that  have  been  granted  by  this  State,  render  an  immediate  and  just 
account  in  writing  to  this  Assembly  of  the  lands  forfeited  by  reason  of 
non-payment  of  the  Charter  fees,  and  the  avails  of  such  lands  and  to 
whom  the  same  have  been  disposed. 

And  for  a  more  certain  knowledge  of  the  state  of  our  finances  as 
aforesaid,  it  is  hereby  further, 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  required  for  the  present  year  to  have 
his  accounts  in  such  manner  adjusted  as  to  make  a  final  and  complete 
settlement  of  the  same  with  the  Auditors  of  Public  accounts  without 
failure  before  the  next  Session  of  Assembly — And  that  in  future  the 
Treasurer  be  directed  to  render  a  just  account  of  the  state  of  the  Treasury 
to  the  Legislature  of  this  State  at  the  opening  of  the  October  Session 
annually. 

Resolved  that  M'  [John]  Barret  be  and  is  hereby  appointed  a 
Com'*^  to  serve  the  Land  Committee  and  Treasurer  with  a  copy  of  the 
aforesaid  Resolutions — 

Nathaniel  Chipman  Esq"'  Attorney  for  Col°  Grout'  moved  that 
this  House  would  not  take  under  consideration  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  petition  of  Timothy  Andrus  and  Elijah  Hinman 
Agents  for  the  townships  of  Guildhall  Lunenburgh  &c.  until  Col°  Grout 
could  have  time  to  be  heard  on  the  matter. 

On  motion  made, 

Resolved  that  the  several  Committees  be  and  they  are  hereby  re- 


I.     Reference  is  made  in  Governor  and  Council,  Vol.  2,  p.  139,  to  a  dispute  with  Col. 
Jonathan  Grout  relative  to  Guildhall  and  Granby. 
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quested  to  bring  in  their  several  Reports  agreeable  to  their  appointments 
as  soon  as  may  be. 

M''  [Ebenezer]  Willson  desired  leave  of  absence  by  reason  of  the 
alarms  to  the  Westward — Granted. 

M''  [Ebenezer]  Curtiss  requested  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  in  addition 
to  "an  Act  regulating  and  laying  out  highways — Ordered  that  leave  be 
given  accordingly. 

M"'  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley  desired  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  regulating 
Goals  and  Goalers — Ordered  that  leave  be  given  accordingly. 

A  letter  from  Col°  Sam'  Fairbank'  directed  to  his  Excellency  the 
Gov""  was  laid  before  the  House  informing,  that  a  party  of  men  under 
the  command  of  Col°  Van  Ransleaur  had  taken  a  number  of  Men  be- 
longing to  the  New-City  [Lansingburgh]  &c.  and  had  divided  their 
party  which  had  met  and  one  party  taking  the  other  to  be  a  party 
of  men  under  his,  (meaning  Col°  Fairbanks)  command,  fired  at  each 
other  sundry  times  and  wounded  three  of  their  own  party — &c. 

The  Land  office  Committee  personally  appeared  before  the  House 
and  made  a  verbal  Report  of  their  proceedings. 

Col°  Isaac  Clark  Agent  in  behalf  of  the  proprietors  of  the  township 
of  Ira  appeared  to  answer  unto  the  petition  of  William  Cockburn  and 
Archabald  Campbell  according  to  a  Resolution  of  the  Assembly  in  June 
last — Said  Cockburn  and  Campbell  not  appearing  by  themselves  nor 
attorney  after  being  thrice  publickly  called  by  the  Constable,  said 
petition  was  dismissed. 

A  petition  signed  Asa  Baldwin^  praying  that  he  may  have  Liberty 
to  return  into  this  State  from  Banishment,  was  read,  and  after  some 
debate — 

Ordered  that  said  petition  be  dismissed. 

On  motion  made — 

Resolved  That  the  Governor  and  Council  be  and  they  are  hereby 
requested  to  serve  this  Assembly  at  the  opening  of  the  next  adjourned 


1.  In  the  autumn  of  1781  hostilities  between  New  York  and  Vermont  as  the  result 
of  the  annexation  of  a  group  of  New  York  towns  by  the  latter  State,  seemed  probable. 
Samuel  Fairbanks,  a  private  in  Col.  John  Van  Rensselaer's  regiment,  with  others  of  the 
New  York  militia  in  the  "Western  Union,"  had  joined  the  Vermont  troops,  and  Fairbanks 
had  been  commissioned  as  a  Lieutenant-Colonel.  He  had  been  arrested  by  Colonel  Van 
Rensselaer  but  had  escaped  in  a  skirmish  in  which  three  New  Yorkers  were  wounded. 
Colonels  Robinson  and  Safford  of  the  Vermont  militia  protested  to  General  Stark,  then 
stationed  at  Saratoga,  N.  Y.,  against  the  aggression  of  the  New  York  militia,  threatening 
to  meet  force  with  force.  Governor  Chittenden  and  Ira  Allen  attempted  to  secure  a 
peaceful  settlement,  but  without  success.  After  visiting  the  region  in  dispute  Allen  ad- 
vised Governor  Chittenden  that  the  only  way  to  avoid  bloodshed  was  to  send  to  the  New 
York  border  a  force  sufficiently  large  to  overawe  the  New  York  commander.  General 
Gansevoort  found  it  difficult  to  persuade  the  New  York  militia  to  take  arms  against  their 
former  associates,  who  had  joined  the  Vermont  troops.  Learning  that  a  force  of  five 
hundred  Vermont  soldiers  was  approaching,  the  New  York  commander  retired.  See 
Governor  and  Council,  Vol.  2,  pp.  326-335;  Crockett's  History  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  pp. 
362-366. 

2.  See  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  pp.  143,  150. 
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Session  with  Exact  copies  of  all  their  proceedings  respecting  the  fees, 
limitations  and  Restrictions  they  have  put  on  the  several  grants  of  land 
made  by  this  or  a  past  Legislature  in  order  for  adjusting  the  same — And 
that  the  Committee  for  receiving  the  fees  of  the  several  grants  as  afore- 
said be  and  are  hereby  directed  to  prepare  their  account  at  the  same 
time,  and  lay  them  before  the  Assembly  that  they  may  be  settled  and 
fully  closed. 

Resolved  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  make  enquiry 
of  the  Treasurer  how  much  of  the  paper  currency  has  been  put  into 
circulation,  and  how  much  there  is  in  the  Treasury:  likewise  to  enquire 
of  the  Land  Com*^*^  how  much  is  now  due  for  lands  as  near  as  can  be 
obtained — and  likewise  to  enquire  of  the  Board  of  War  how  many  men 
there  is  in  this  States  Service — And  of  the  Pay  A'laster  how  much  of  their 
wages  has  been  paid — And  make  Report  as  soon  as  maybe — The  mem- 
bers chosen  M''  [Lewis]  Beebe,  M""  [William]  Page,  M''  [Elisha]  Payne, 
Mr.  [Davenport]  Phelps  and  M"^  [Isaac]  Wyman. 

On  motion  made. 

Resolved  that  the  Resolution  past  last  friday  respecting  the  adjourn- 
ment of  this  House  be  and  is  hereby  Reconsidered. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  9  °Clock. 

TUESDAY  Oct^  23 '^  1781 

M''  [Matthew]  Lyon  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  forming  a 
16*^'^  Regiment — Ordered  that  leave  be  given  accordingly. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  sundry  of  the 
settlers  and  Inhabitants  of  Moortown^,  the  last  Session  of  Assembly 
brought  in  the  following  Report — viz — 

"That  in  the  year  1763  at  which  time  that  tract  of  Land  now 
called  Moortown  was  unappropriated  a  number  of  persons  from  the 
New  England  Colonies  began  settlement  in  it. 

"That  in  the  year  1770  said  township  was  pattented  by  the  then 
Gov''  of  New  York  to  Sir  Henry  A-Ioor's  heirs,  whose  agent,  William 
Smith  Esq""  of  New- York,  in  said  Heirs  behalf  conveyed  to  Samuel 
Steeper  [Sleepei]  Esq""  agent  from  the  Inhabitants  of  said  town  three 
thousand  acres,  or  thereabouts  of  said  township  in  trust  to  be  by  him 
conveyed  to  the  then  respective  settlers,  who  were  thereby,  a  great  part 
of  them,  quieted  in  their  possessions  and  notwithstanding  some  few  of  said 


I.  The  present  town  of  Bradford,  lying  between  the  towns  of  Newbury  and  Fairlee, 
was  not  granted  by  Governor  Wentworth  of  New  Hampshire.  Certain  individuals  made 
"pitches"  here  without  any  legal  title  to  the  land  and  the  region  was  known  as  Wait's 
River  town  or  Waitstown.  When  the  landholders  numbered  thirty,  Samuel  Sleeper, 
one  of  the  settlers,  was  sent  to  New  York  to  consult  William  Smith,  an  influential  citizen, 
and  to  obtain,  if  possible,  a  charter.  His  mission  was  successful  and  a  grant  of  25,000 
acres  was  secured,  the  name  given  being  Mooretown,  in  honor  of  Sir  Henry  Moore,  for 
several  years  Governor  of  the  colony  of  New  York.  The  name  was  changed  to  Bradford 
in  1788  by  the  Vermont  Legislature.  See  McKeen's  History  of  Bradford,  pp.  9-39;  Gover- 
nor and  Council,  Vol.  2,  p.  121;  pp.  28  and  29  of  this  Journal. 
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settlers  did  not  receive  a  title  to  their  settlements  in  manner  afore- 
said-— Your  Committee  conceive  they  ought,  together  with  those  inhab- 
itants who  hold  under  the  aforesaid  settlers  to  be  confirmed  in  their 
several  shares  Which  Settlers  and  there  respective  shares  are  as  is  here 
after  expressed — 


Nath'  Martin loo  acres 

Samuel  Gott loo  d° 

Jesse  M'^Farlin loo      d° 

James  Aikin loo  d° 

Sam' Millar lOO  d° 

James  Millar loo  d" 

Obed   Sanders lOO  d° 

Eben"'  Martin loo  d° 

Benj  ^  Martin 50  d° 

John  Martin 100  d° 

William  Bell 100  d° 

David  Canada 100  d° 

James  Horner 100  d° 

Sam' Thompson. ..  .    50  d° 

David  Thompson. . .  100  d° 

W™  Thompson 50  d° 

Rob' Canada 50  d° 

Noah  White icxd  d° 

HughM"^Vane 100  d° 

"Also  a  certain  tract  of  land,  containing  about  nine  acres  on  which 
Col°John  Peters'  of  Hebron  in  Connecticut  some  years  since  built  a  grist 
mill  at  the  instance  of  the  Settlers  engaging  to  him  all  their  [  ]  to  the 
same  in  case  he  would  build  said  Mill;  which  tract  your  Committee  are  of 
opinion  ought  to  be  confirmed  to  him. 

"Your  Committee  beg  leave  further  to  Report  that  sundry  persons 
have  made  pitches  on,  and  taken  possession  of  certain  parcels  of 
land  in  that  part  of  the  town  aforesaid  exclusive  of  the  3000  acres  afore- 
mentioned, some  of  which  pitches  are  now  held  by  possession  and  others 
have  been  sold  and  conveyed  by  deed  from  one  person  to  another  the 


Benoni  Wright 100  acres 

Sam'    Steeper 200  d° 

Hugh  Milliar 100      d° 

Samuel  Davis 100  d° 

Ichabod  Collins 50  d° 

John    Sawyer 100  d° 

David  Davis 50  d° 

Nath'  White 50  d° 

Jon  ^  Martin 50  d° 

Rob*^  Canada 50  d° 

Eph  "  Martin 100  d° 

Amos  Davis 100  d° 

Benj  ^Jenkins                   100  d° 

Hezekiah  Selaway 100  d° 

Matthew  Millar               100  d° 

Sam'  M  '^Dulfee lOO  d° 


I.  John  Peters  emigrated  from  Connecticut  to  Thetford  (Vt.)  in  1765  and  removed 
to  Mooretown  (Bradford)  in  1771.  He  was  Moderator  of  its  first  town  meeting  and  built 
the  first  gristmill  in  the  town.  He  was  Clerk  of  Cumberland  County  Court  and  a  Judge 
of  the  Superior  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  was  in  sympathy  with  the  New  York  claims 
against  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  and  with  the  cause  of  Great  Britain  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War.  He  removed  to  Nova  Scotia  and  his  property  was  confiscated.  He  raised  a 
regiment  which  was  known  as  the  Queen's  Loyal  Rangers  and  aided  the  British  troops  in 
the  battle  of  Bennington.  After  the  Revolutionary  War  had  ended  he  went  to  England 
to  present  to  the  Government  his  claim  for  compensation,  and  died  there  in  1788.  See 
McKeen's  History  of  Bradford,  pp.  129-132;  Governor  and  Council,  Vol.  i,  pp.  267-268; 
Crockett's  History  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  pp.  116,  120,  275.  The  action  of  the  General 
Assembly  concerning  the  Peters  property  is  recorded  on  p.  29  of  this  Journal. 
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following  are  the  names  of  the  persons  who  are  now  in  possession  of  the 
aforementioned  land  viz. — 


Roger  Sergents 
Robert  Stinson 
Phibblis  M^^Pherson 
James  M^Glathlin 
Silas  Aldrich 
Eben"'  Martin 
John  Canada 
David  Canada 
Rob^  Millar 
Rob' Canada 
Benj  ^  Davis 
Leonard  Herriman 


Matthew  Millar 
Benj  *  Barnet 
Eph"  Martin  Jun' 
Patrick  Canada 
John  Barnet 
John  Martin 
Philip  Martin 
Rob'  Barnet 
Rob'  Barnet  Jun"" 
Nicholas  White 
Sam'  Millar 
John  Hemkins 


Jacob  Kent 
John  Gott 
David  Maxfield 
Reuben  Martin 
Jacob  Martin 
John  Davis 
Seth  Ford 
Noah  Ford 
Giles  Picket 
Stephen  Jenkins 
John  Andros 
Levi  Andros 


"Your  Committee  are  further  of  opinion  that  in  case  the  above 
township  shall  be  hereafter  granted  by  the  Legislature  of  this  State  the 
present  inhabitants  who  hold  under  the  aforesaid  grant  made  to  Sir 
Henry  Moor's  heirs  ought  to  have  the  preference  of  being  grantees  in 
the  premises,  reckoning  and  allowing  their  original  settlements  as  here- 
tofore described  as  part  of  the  several  proprietors  rights  in  such  propor- 
tion as  shall  by  the  Legislature  be  thought  most  convenient  and  equit- 
able. 

"Provided  that  in  case  the  number  of  inhabitants  be  smaller  than 
the  number  usually  made  use  of  for  grantees  there  be  a  sufficient  addition 
made  accordingly — all  which  is  humbly  submitted  by 

Tho^  Russell 
Moortown  3^  Sept.  178 1.      Joshua  Webb       [         Committee". 

Daven'  Phelps 

The  aforesaid  Report  together  with  a  petition  signed  Thomas  Barron 
praying  that  said  township  might  be  granted  agreeable  to  said  Report 
was  Read — and  Refered  to  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee 
from  the  Council  to  take  said  Report  and  petition  under  consideration 
and  make  Report  to  this  House — ^The  members  chosen  M''  [Joshua] 
Webb  M""  Israel  Smith  and  M''  [Jonathan]  Freeman. 

The  Governor  and  Council  sent  back  the  Act  entitled  "An  Act  for 
altering  the  name  of  the  township  of  Thomlinson  in  the  County  of 
Windham  which  passed  this  House  the  20'**  Instant  and  requested  that  this 
House  would  Reconsider  the  passing  of  said  Bill  into  an  Act  for  sundry 
reasons — ^And  on  motion  made 

Resolved  that  said  Act  be  and  is  hereby  reconsidered,  and  dismissed. 

M''  [Matthew]  Lyon  brought  in  An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  a  sixteenth  Regiment  of  Militia  "  which  was  Read  and 
passed  the  House. 

A  petition  signed  Samuel  Benton  and  others  praying  for  a  grant  of 


24  Assembly  Journal 

Land  lying  East  of  Harwich  [Mount  Tabor]  &c.  was  Read  and  Refered 
to  a  Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make 
Report  of  their  opinion  to  this  House — The  members  chosen  M""  [John] 
Strong,  M"^  John  Bayley  and  M''  [Benjamin]  Whipple. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  enquire  of  the  Treasurer  how  much 
paper  currency  there  is  now  in  circulation  and  how  much  there  is  in  the 
treasury — and  of  the  Land  Committee  how  much  there  is  due  for  lands 
and  of  the  Pay-Master  how  much    there  is  due  to  the  Soldiers    &c. 
brought  in  the  following  Report — viz — 

"That  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained  the  amount  of  paper  cur- 
rency in  Circulation  is  £21,300,  that  there  is  now  due  for  lands  granted 
£6,835  which  will  be  soon  paid  into  the  Treasury,  that  there  is  900  men 
in  service  who  have  received  their  pay  up  to  the  first  day  of  July,  that 
it  will  require  £10,000  to  complete  their  pay  up  to  the  first  day  of  De- 
cember. 

signed  Lewis  Beebe  for  Com'^^". 

Which  Report  was  read  in  its  place. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  levying  a  tax  of  six  pence  on  the  pound  on 
the  poles  [polls]  and  rateable  estate  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  &c. 
was  Read  and  after  some  debate — 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  make  such 
amendments  in  said  Act  as  they  shall  judge  best — and  make  Report  to 
this  House — The  members  chosen  M""  [Elisha]  Payne,  M''  [Elias]  Weld 
and  M""  [Abel]  Curtiss. 

M''  Phelps  one  of  the  Committee  appointed  the  last  Session  of 
Assembly  to  take  under  consideration  the  petition  of  the  Moheakun- 
nuck  tribe  of  Indians,  informed  this  House  that  said  Committee  could 
not  make  Report  at  this  time  by  reason  of  two  members  of  said  Com- 
mittee being  absent — thereupon 

Resolved  that  two  persons  be  added  to  said  Committee,  and  that 
they  take  said  petition  under  consideration  and  make  Report  of  their 
opinion  to  this  House — The  members  chosen  M''  [Elkanah]  Sprague 
and  M''  [Matthew]  Lyon. 

Col°  Joseph  Caldwell  requested  that  this  House  would  accept  of  his 
Resignation  of  his  appointment  as  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court. 

Resolved  that  his  Resignation  be  accepted — And  that  the  Governor 
and  Council  be  requested  to  join  this  House  in  the  afternoon  of  this  day 
to  choose  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  room  of  Col°  Caldwell 
Resigned — And  the  other  Judges  of  said  Court  are  requested  to  inform 
this  House  if  they  accept  of  their  appointments. 

M''  [Benjamin]  Gardner  and  M""  [Thomas]  Russell  requested  leave 
of  Absence — Granted. 

Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  P.  M. 


Tuesday,  October  23,  178 i  25 

2  oClock  P.  M. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  Council  joined  the  House  agree- 
able to  their  request  to  choose  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court — in  the 
room  of  Col°  Caldwell,  resigned — The  ballots  being  taken. 

The  Hon*''^  Jonas  Fay'  Esq''  was  Elected. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Col°  William 
Barton^  and  Israel  Cook  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — 

Your  Committee  having  confered  with  the  Surveyor  General,  beg 
leave  to  Report  that  Col°  W™  Barton  have  granted  him  and  Company  a 
township  of  Land  six  miles  contiguous  to  the  Lake  called  Memphrema- 
gog — and  that  the  Surveyor  Gen'  be  directed  to  make  out  a  survey  of 
said  township  as  soon  as  may  be  upon  the  unappropriated  lands;  and 
that  the  Governor  and  Council  be  requested  to  make  out  a  Charter  of 
Incorporation  to  the  said  Col°  William  Barton  and  Company  when 
surveyed  as  aforesaid. 

"And  this  Committee  do  further  Recommend  to  the  Legislature 
having  the  highest  sense  of  the  merits  of  Col°  W"*  Barton  as  an  active, 
brave,  and  Intrepid  officer  in  the  American  Army  that  he  have  granted 
him  two  full  Rights  in  said  township  free  of  all  expence — And  that  the 
remainder  of  said  township  be  granted  to  the  fifty  eight  petitioners  in 
Company  with  Col"  Barton  under  such  restrictions  and  reservations 
and  for  such  fees  as  the  Gov"'  and  Council  shall  direct. 

John   Strong  for  Com'^^". 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and 

Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  levying  a  tax  of  six  pence  on  the  poles 
[polls]  and  rateable  estate  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  State,  and  for  the 
redemption  of  the  paper  currency  and  supplying  the  Treasury"  was 
Read  and  passed  the  House. 

Resolved  that  there  be  and  there  is  hereby  granted  to  Col°  William 
Barton  and  Company  being  sixty  five  in  number  a  township  of  land  by 
the  name  of  Providence^  and  the  Surveyor  General  be  and  hereby  is 
directed  to  survey  to  Col°  W""  Barton  and  Company  as  soon  as  may  be, 
the  said  township  to  contain  the  quantity  of  six  miles  square  upon  the 
unappropriated  lands  lying  near  to  Lake  Memphremagog — And  the 
Governor  and  Council  are  hereby  requested  as  soon  as  the  returns  of  the 
Surveyor  General  be  made  as  aforesaid  to  make  out  a  Charter  of  In- 
corporation to  the  said  Col°  Barton  &  Comp^  of  said  township  under  such 


1.  For  biographical  sketch  of  Jonas  Fay  see  Governor  and  Council,  Vol.  i,  p.  122. 

2.  William  Barton,  a  gallant  officer  of  the  Rhode  Island  militia,  commanded  a  party 
which  captured  General  Prescott,  a  British  officer,  in  1777.  He  was  granted  land  and 
settled  in  Vermont.  He  was  confined  in  jail  for  debt  and  was  released  through  the  gener- 
osity of  General  Lafayette,  shortly  before  the  latter  left  this  country  on  his  return  to 
France. — Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  p.  123. 

3.  This  township  was  first  granted  in  1781  as  Providence,  but  the  charter  was  not 
issued  until  1789,  and  bore  the  name  of  Barton. 
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restrictions  and  reservations  and  for  such  fees  as  they  shall  judge  proper.. 
And  it  is  further, 

Resolved  that  this  Assembly  having  the  highest  sense  of  the  merit 
of  Col°  William  Barton  as  an  active  brave  and  intrepid  officer  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  Grant  him  two  of  the  said  Rights  in  said 
township  free  of  all  expence — 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  twelve  be  appointed  to  doom  the 
several  towns  that  have  not  sent  in  their  lists  and  make  Report — to 
this  House — ^The  members  chosen  M""  [Samuel]  Safford,  M''  David 
Smith,  M^  [William]  Ward,  M-"  Joseph  Smith,  M^  [Samuel]  Knight,  M"- 
[John]  Shepherdson,  M^  [Elihu]  Hyde,  M^  E.  Curtis,  M"-  John  Bayley, 
M"'  [Nathan]  Hodges,  M''  [Isaac]  Wyman  and  M''  [Ezra]  Styles. 

Resolved  that  the  Committee  appointed  to  take  under  consideration 
the  6*^^  Article  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  arrange  the 
necessary  business  of  the  House — viz  "opening  the  trial  of  the  titles  of 
Lands"  be  and  they  are  hereby  dismissed — and 

Resolved  that  this  House  will  take  said  Article,  at  their  meeting  in 
the  afternoon  to  morrow,  under  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  nine  oclock. 

WEDNESDAY  Oct^  24'^  j^gj 

On  motion  made  by  M''  [Joseph]  Marsh. 

Resolved  that  two  persons  be  added,  for  the  time  being  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Pay-Table — the  members  chosen  Col°  John  Strong  and  Maj'' 
Tho^  Chandler. 

M""  [Jonathan]  Underwood  requested  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
taxing  Non-Residents  lands  at  one  penny  p"'  acre  for  making  and  re- 
pairing Highways — Ordered  that  he  have  liberty  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved  that  this  House  will  endeavour  to  finish  the  business  of  the 
Session  by  tomorrow  evening  so  as  to  adjourn  the  Session  if  possible  at 
that  time. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  fees  of  the  Judges 
of  the  Superiour  Court  and  Report  their  opinion  to  this  House  respecting 
the  same — 

The  members  chosen  M''  [Reuben]  Jones,  M''  [John]  Barret, 
M^  [Matthew]  Lyon,  M^  [Lewis]  Beebe  and  M^  [John]  Bayley. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  revise  the  Laws,  informed  this  House 
that  they  had  been  some  time  on  the  business  of  their  appointment, 
but  was  not  able  to  get  through  with  the  business  of  their  appointment, 
and  could  not  Report  but  in  part — On  motion  made — 

Resolved  that  said  Committee  be  and  they  are  hereby  requested  to 
Report  such  acts  as  they  have  revised — which  they  did — and 

Ordered  that  the  said  Committee  be  requested  to  proceed  on  the 
said  business  and  Report  to  the  next  Session. 

M''  Jones    moved,    that    this  House   would  reconsider    an  Act  to 
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confirm  the  Letters  pattent  of  the  Great  Seal  of  N.  York  granting  the 
township  of  Hertford  [Hartland]  in  the  County  of  Windsor  after  some 
debate — Resolved  that  said  Act  be  and  is  hereby  reconsidered — And 
the  petition  of  Roger  Enos  &c.  Com'^«  of  the  freeholders  of  Hertford, 
be  and  is  hereby  refered  to  the  next  Session  of  Assembly  for  further 
consideration. 

A  petition  signed  by  Gen'  John  Stark  and  Company  praying  for  a 
Grant  of  land — was  Read  and 

Ordered  to  lie  on  file. 

A  petition  signed  Hugh  McCarty  was  Read  and  refered  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make  Report 
to  this  House — The  members  chosen  M''  [Joseph]  Marsh,  M""  [Elias] 
Weld  and  M^  [Daniel]  Taylor. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  take  under 
consideration  the  9""  Article'  in  the  Report  of  arrangment — and  make 
Report — The  members  chosen  M""  [Peter]  Wright,  M"^  [Ebenezer]  Green, 
M"'  [Ebenezer]  Drury,  IVP  [Edward]  Harris,  M""  [Davenport]  Phelps, 
M''  E.  Sprague  and  M""  [Isaac]  Wyman. 

On  motion  made  and  after  some  debate — 

Resolved^  that  the  Resolution  of  this  House  passed  last  Monday 
on  the  motion  of  Nath'  Chipman  Esq''  respecting  the  petition  of  Isaac 
Andrus  &c.  for  the  settlement  of  the  bounds  of  Guildhall  &c.  be  and  is 
hereby  reconsidered — And  said  petition  be  and  is  hereby  refered  to  the 
next  Session  of  Assembly — And  that  the  Committee  Refer  [defer]  their 
Report  until  that  time. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  dooming^  the  several 
towns  that  had  not  returned  their  lists  brought  in  their  Report  which 
was  Read  &  accepted. 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon. 

2  "Clock  P.  M. 

A  petition  signed  by  Lieut  Col°  Samuel  Fairbank  was  Read  and 
Refered  to  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council 
to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make  Report — The  members 
chosen  M"^  [Joseph]  Caldwell,  M*"  [John]  Strong  and  M"'  [Thomas] 
Chandler. 

M""  Phineas  Lyman  appeared  before  the  House  to  render  his  reason 
why  the  petition  of  Dan'  Tillotson  agent  for  his  Associates  should  not  be 
granted,  agreeable  to  a  notification  given  him  by  said  Tillotson — ^And 
after  some  debate,  said  petition  and  matter  was  Refered  until  tomorrow 
morning  for  further  consideration — 


1.  The  ninth  article  in  the  program  of  business  for  the  session  referred  to  the  settle- 
ment of  confiscated  and  forfeited  estates.     See  p.  9  of  this  Journal. 

2.  This  usage  of  the  word  dooming  refers  to  an  assessment  by  estimate  or  at  dis- 
cretion upon  property,  the  owner  of  which  had  not  made  returns  for  purposes  of  taxation. 
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On  motion  made  after  some  debate 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  Bill 
to  repeal  such  Laws  as  prohibit  the  tryal  of  the  title  of  Lands  and  make 
Report — The  members  chosen  M''  [Reuben]  Jones,  M""  [Elisha]  Payne 
and  M''  [Matthew]  Lyon. 

Ordered  that  M''  Styles  be  requested  to  prepare  a  Bill  regulating  the 
trial  of  the  title  of  Lands — and  Report. 

His  Excellency  the  Gov""  and  Council  sent  an  Act  entitled  "An 
Act  for  raising  i6^  on  the  poles  [polls]  and  rateable  estate  &c.  back, 
with  an  Act  entitled  "An  Act  for  raising  i6<^  on  the  pound  &c."  which 
they  requested  might  be  passed  in  the  room  of  the  former — said  Act  as 
was  sent,  was  Read  and  after  some  debate  the  Act  as  it  was  passed 
yesterday  was  again  Read  and  passed  into  a  Law. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  9  oClock. 

THURSDAY  Oct^  25'^  1781. 

Col°  Barton  made  a  verbal  request  to  this  House  that  they  would 
reconsider  the  Resolution  granting  him  two  full  Rights  free  from  fees  in 
the  township  of  Providence  as  granted  to  him  and  Company  the  23"* 
instant. 

Resolved  that  said  Resolution  be  and  is  hereby  reconsidered. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon'''^  Ira  Allen'  Esq"" 

Resolved  that  the  3^^  paragraph  in  the  Act  levying  a  tax  on  the  poles 
[polls]  and  Rateable  estate  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  State  &c"  be  and 
is  hereby  reconsidered  and  Ordered  that  said  3  Clause  be  erased — And 
that  said  Act  be  Recommitted  for  some  further  amendments. 

The  petition  of  Dan'  Tillotson  &  others  which  was  Refered  from 
yesterday  was  again  taken  up  and  after  hearing  the  Evidence  and 
Counsel  for  the  petitioners  the  same  was  Refered  until  afternoon  for 
further  consideration. 

Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  afternoon. 

2  °Clock  P.  M. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  several  petitions 
exhibited  for  lands,  and  make  Report  whether  their  is  any  land  that  can 
be  granted  this  Session — ^And  if  any  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  granted — 
The  members  chosen  M'' [Isaac]  Wyman,  M'^  [John]  Strong,  M'' [Thomas] 
Chandler,  M^  [Ezra]  Styles  and  M^  Abel  Curtiss. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Moortown  [Bradford]  and  the 
petition  of  John  Barron  praying  for  a  grant  of  said  township  brought  in 
the  following  Report  viz — 


I.     Ira  Allen  was  a  member  of  the  Council.     A  note  in  Governor  and  Council,  Vol.  2, 
p.  122,  says  the  bill  under  consideration  "was  amended  at  the  suggestion  of  Ira  Allen." 
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"That  the  tract  of  Land  known  by  the  name  of  Moortown  be 
granted  to  John  Barron  and  associates  inhabitants  of  said  tract  including 
Col°  [Moses]  Hazen  and  others  to  the  number  of  at  least  sixty  five 
persons. 

"That  the  price  names  of  the  Inhabitants  and  others  that  are  to  be 
proprietors  with  their  respective  shares  be  refered  to  some  proper  Board 
to  determine  the  same  at  the  next  Session  of  Assembly.  And  that  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  said  tract  of  land  be  officially  informed  of  this  pro- 
cedure that  they  may  make  known  their  respective  claims. 

"Ira    Allen    for    Com*"." 

"N.  B.  It  is  to  be  understood  (as  the  meaning  of  this  Com**') 
that  all  the  property  of  John  Peters  late  of  Moortown  is  to  be  secured 
for  the  use  of  this  State." 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a 
Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

The  Committee  appointed  the  last  Session  of  Assembly  to  take 
under  consideration  the  petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Moortown  brought 
in  an  account  for  their  extraordinary  trouble  and  expences,  which  was 
Read  and  Refered  to  the  Committee  of  Pay  Table  for  adjustment. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  Col°  Sam' 
Fairbank  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — 

"That  having  heard  the  pleas  of  the  petioner  [petitioner]  in  support 
of  the  prayer,  are  of  the  opinion  that  notwithstanding  his  merit  as  a 
brave  officer — Yet  as  no  president  [precedent]  has  as  yet  been  adopted 
for  the  disposition  of  Lands  which  have  been  adjudged  forfeit  and  con- 
fiscate, by  any  of  the  States  of  America  previous  to  a  jurisdictional 
claim  of  this  State  over  such  lands,  that  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petition  be  defered  until  the  next  Session  of  Assembly. 

"Jonas  Fay  for  Com'"". 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  adopt  proper  measures  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  State — brought  in  their  Report  which  was  Read,  and  after 
some  debate 

Ordered,  that  the  same  be  recommitted. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  for  repealing  the  several  Laws  now  in 
force  prohibiting  the  tryal  of  the  title  of  Lands"  was  Read  and  passed 
the  House. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  consideration  of  the  fees 
of  the  Judges  of  the  Superiour  Court  brought  in  their  Report  which  was 
Read  and  Recommitted. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  Hugh  M  <^Carty 
brought  in  their  Report  which  was  Read  and  Recommitted. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  Samuel  Benton 
and  Compy  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — "That  the  tract  or 
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gore  of  Land  as  described  in  said  petition  be  granted  to  the  petitioners 
and  that  a  Bill  in  form  be  brought  in  thereon. 

John  Strong  for  Com'^^". 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  thereupon 

Resolved  that  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  unto  Samuel  Benton 
and  Company  twenty  three  in  number  including  the  said  Benton  a  gore* 
or  tract  of  Land  in  the  County  of  Rutland  containing  about  five  thousand 
acres  bounded  North  on  a  grant  made  to  Abraham  Jackson  and  Com- 
pany, East  on  Andover,  South  on  a  tract  granted  to  William  Utley  and 
Compy  and  West  on  Harwich — [Harwich  now  Mount  Tabor]  And  the 
Governor  and  Council  are  hereby  requested  to  make  out  a  Charter  of 
incorporation  to  the  said  Sam'  Benton  and  Company  of  said  tract  under 
such  regulations  and  restrictions  and  for  such  fees  as  they  shall  Judge  fit. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  the  Moheakun- 
nuck^  tribe  of  Indians  brought  in  the  following  Report — viz — 

"That  whereas  the  tract  of  land,  prayed  for  in  the  petition  prefered 
by  said  Tribe  of  Indians  is  already  granted — 'tis  the  opinion  of  your 
Com'^^  that  the  Governor  and  Council  be  directed  to  make  out  a  Charter 
of  Incorporation,  to  said  Indians  and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns  of  their 
own  nation,  of  a  tract  of  Land  adjoining  to  and  including  part  of  Lake 
Shalloon  of  six  miles  square. 

D.  Phelps  for  the  Com"^'. 

The  above  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill 
be  brought  in  accordingly. 

A  petition  signed  John  Arms  was  Read  and  after  some  debate 
was  Refered  until  the  next  Session  of  Assembly  for  further  consideration. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  impowering  David  Pulsipher,  [Pulsifer] 
Administrator  to  the  Estate  of  David  Pulsipher  deceased  to  sell  part  of 
the  Real  Estate  of  the  deceased"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  enabling  the  Inhabitants  of  the  several 
towns  to  tax  the  lands^  within  their  respective  towns  for  certain  purposes 
therein  mentioned,"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 


1.  See  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2  (Vermont  Charters),  pp.  20-21,  for  charter  of 
Benton's  Gore.  This  gore  and  a  part  of  the  town  of  Andover  were  incorporated  in  1799  as 
the  town  of  Weston. 

2.  This  tribe  was  more  commonly  known  as  Mohegans,  and  also  as  the  Stockbridge 
Indians.  This  grant  was  made  (see  p.  24  of  the  Journal)  in  the  region  annexed  to  Vermont 
from  New  York.  When  the  Western  Union  was  dissolved  another  grant,  the  town  of 
Marshfield,  was  made  to  the  Indians.  See  Governor  and  Council,  Vol.  2,  pp.  127-128  and 
vol.  3,  pp.  180,  200;  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2  (Vermont  Charters),  pp.  133-134,  319. 
It  is  said  that  the  white  settlers  came  in  so  rapidly  that  the  Indians  did  not  desire  to  use 
this  grant  as  a  hunting  ground  and  sold  the  land.  See  sketch  of  Marshfield  in  Vermont, 
the  Land  of  Green  Mountains,  pp.  159-160. 

3.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  landed  interests  of  non-resident  proprietors  were 
greatly  advanced  by  the  formation  of  settlements  and  the  erection  of  public  buildings, 
towns  were  authorized  to  levy  in  legal  meetings  taxes  not  to  exceed  two  pence  per  acre  for 
the  purpose  of  building  houses  for  public  worship,  school  houses  and  bridges. — Slade's 
Vermont  State  Papers,  p.  440. 
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The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  Second  article'  in  the 
Report  of  arrangement,  brought  in  their  Report  which  was  Read  and 
after  some  debate  said  Report  was  dismissed. 

The  petition  of  Daniel  Tillotson  and  others  which  was  refered  to 
this  time  for  further  consideration  was  again  taken  under  consideration, 
and  after  some  debate  was  Refered  until  to  morrow  morning, 

M"-  [Davenport]  Phelps  and  M^  [Abraham]  Gilds  [Gile]  requested 
leave  of  absence — Granted. 

Adjourned  until  9  "Clock  to  morrow  morning. 

FRIDAY  Oct^  26'^  1781. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Recommitted  the  Report  to  adopt 
proper  measures  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  brought  in  their  Report 
which  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in 
accordingly — Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare 
said  Bill  and  make  Report. — The  members  chosen  M'  Sam'  Safford, 
M^  [Elisha]  Payne,  M^  [Joseph]  Caldwell,  M-"  [Lewis]  Beebe  and  M^ 
[Jonathan]  Freeman. 

The  petition  of  Daniel  Tillotson  and  others  which  was  Refered 
from  yesterday  was  again  refered  for  further  consideration  until  the 
opening  of  the  House  in  the  afternoon. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  levying  a  tax  of  six  pence  on  the  poles 
[polls]  and  rateable  estate  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  State,  and  for  the 
Redemption  of  the  paper  currency  and  supplying  the  Treasury  was 
Read  and  passed  the  House. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  ballot  for  the 
purposes  mentioned  in  the  last  passed  Act — The  ballots  being  taken. 

The  hon'^'^  Timothy  Brownson  and  John  Fassett  Esquires  and 
Matthew  Lyon  Esq"^  were  Elected. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Recommitted  the  Report  Relative 
to  the  fees  of  the  Judges  of  the  Superiour  Court  brought  in  the  following 
Report — 

"That  in  our  opinion  the  fees  for  the  Chief  Judge  be  reduced  from 
eighteen  shillings  to  fifteen,  and  for  the  Assistant  Judges  from  fifteen 
shillings  to  twelve,  p""  day,  with  travelling  fees  as  usual;  in  addition  to 
which  for  a  more  honorable  reward  for  their  services,  and  that  justice 
may  take  place  with  respect  to  those  who  are  disposed  to  go  to  Law, 
they  be  entitled  to  receive  of  each  person  who  brings  an  action  before 
that  Court,  such  fees  as  the  Law  allows  for  the  entry  of  each  action, 
except  so  much  as  belongs  to  the  Clerk — And  that  their  wages  commence 
and  continue  during  the  Circuits. 

"Peter  Olcott  for  the  Com'^^" 


I.     The  second  article  in  the  legislative  program  submitted  Oct.  15,  1781,  was  to  "con- 
cert proper  measures  to  supply  the  army."      See  p.  9. 
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The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a 
Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

Resolved  that  there   be   and  there   is   hereby  granted  unto  Maj' 
(Moortown)     John  Barron  and  Company  to  the  number  of  sixty  five 
I  Bradford] 


An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  for  the  purpose  of  holding  County  Elections 
in  the  County  of  Orange"  was  Read  and  Refered  to  the  next  Session. 

Resolved  that  Capt.  Samuel  Payne  and  M''  James  Whitelaw  be  and 
they  are  hereby  appointed  County  Surveyors  for  the  County  of  Orange — 
And  that  M*^  Riverus  Hooker  and  M''  Jonathan  Burt  be  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  County  Surveyors  for  the  County  of  Windham — 
And  that  M''  Martin  Cabbot  and  M""  Nehemiah  Field  be  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  County  Surveyors  for  the  County  of  Windsor,  and 
that  M''  Jeremiah  Styles  be  and  is  hereby  appointed  County  Surveyor 
for  the  County  of  Washington. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  several 
petitions  for  Land'  &c.  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz. 

"That  as  it  is  represented  by  the  Surveyor  Gen'  that  in  his  opinion 
there  is  very  little  land  unappropriated  and  the  boundary  lines  &c.  not  at 
present  possible  to  be  ascertained — That  there  be  no  land  granted  this 
Session  nor  until  such  lines  can  be  properly  ascertained — Excepting 
two  townships  to  be  laid  in  the  vacant  Lands  excepting  a  tract  contigious 
to  land  granted  to  Col°  Arnold- — -the  one  township  of  six  miles  square  to 
be  granted  to  Maj"'  Woodbridge^  and  Associates  &  to  Joseph  Jones  and 

1.  See  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  p.  127,  for  notes  concerning  the  grants  made- 

2.  Major  Theodore  Woodbridge  was  a  Rhode  Island  officer  in  the  Continental  army 
A  grant  was  made  to  Major  Woodbridge  and  his  associates  and  a  charter  was  issued. 
The  granting  fees,  however,  were  not  paid  and  the  charter  was  transferred  to  Ira  Allen  to 
compensate  him  for  money  advanced  by  him  for  the  State.  A  controversy  arose  and  the 
township  never  was  organized.  See  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2  (Vermont  Charters)* 
pp.  235-238,  372-373;  also  see  p.  35  of  this  Journal. 
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Associates  to  be  equally  divided  to  them  on  condition  they  pay  the 
granting  fees  in  lead,  flints  or  hard  money  by  the  first  day  of  Feb^  next — 
And  the  other  township'  equally  to  Nathan  Fisk  Esq"'  and  Associates 
and  George  Duncan  &  Associates  on  condition  they  pay  in  hard  money 
or  military  stores  by  the  first  day  of  Feb^  aforesaid. 

B.  Emmonds  for  Com*^^". 

The  above  Report  was  Read  &  Accepted  and  Ordered  that  Bills  be 
brought  in  accordingly. 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon. 

2  "Clock  P.  M. 

A  petition  signed  Israel  Smith^  in  behalf  of  the  town  of  Thetford 
was  Read  and  the  prayer  thereof  granted,  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be 
brought  in  accordingly. 
On  motion  made 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  under  con- 
sideration the  situation  of  the  third  and  eleventh  Regiments  and  Report 
their  opinion  respecting  the  same — The  members  chosen  M''  [Abraham] 
Underhill,  IvP  [Martin]  Powell,  M^  ]John]  Strong,  M^  [Matthew]  Lyon 
and  M''  [Joshua]  Webb. 

A  petition  signed  by  the  Select  Men  of  Guilford  was  Read  and  the 
prayer  thereof  granted — And  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  agreeable 
to  said  petition. 

A  petition  signed  by  Azubah  Blakesley  and  James  Steel  was  Read, 
and  Ordered,  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  agreeable  to  the  prayer  thereof. 
The  determination  of  this  House  on  the  petition  of  Dan'  Tillotson 
Esq"'  and  Associates  was  requested — And  the  question  being  put, 
Whether  this  House  would  Reconsider  the  grant  made  to  M""  Phinehas 
Lyman  and  Company  as  passed  in  October  last  for  the  township  of 
Brookfield.''^ — The  House  being  divided,  there  appeared  a  majority  for 
reconsidering  the  grant — And  the  Yeas  and  Nays  being  requested  to 
said  question  and  the  Committees  were  called  in — They  stand  as  follows 
viz — 

Yeas  Nays 

M*-  Lyon  M^  Sam'  Safford 

M^  Buck  M^  Beebe 

M^  Thomas  M^  Underhill 

M^  Bradley  M^  Gibbs 

M^  Powell  M^  Burdick 

M""  Strong  M''  Sherman 

M'  Munger  M^  Speaker 


1.  Reference  is  made  here  to  Duncansborough,  later  known  as  Newport.       See  p.  35 

2.  This  signer  was  not  Israel  Smith  of  Rutland,  who  served  the  State  as  Congress- 
man, Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  United  States  Senator  and  Governor.  See  note 
in  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  p.  125. 


34. 


Assembly  Journal 


Yeas 


M'^  Phelps 
M-^  Benson 
M^  Waldo 
M^  Caldwell 
.,3,    M^  Culver 
M'  Mattucks 
,([ia  jgfM^  Moseley 

M''  Underwood 
M^  Cook 
M""  Flagg 
M"  Wood 
M"^  Hamilton 
M''  Simonds 
M"^  Jos.  Marsh 
M'  Abel  Curtiss 
M'  Dana 
M^  F.  Smith 
M"^  Payne 
M"^  Freeman 
M""  Burton 
M'  Coffeen 
M^  D.  Smith 
M-^  J'  Smith 
M'  Howe 
M"^  Hodges 
M""  Young 
M'  Nash 
M""  Cleveland 
M""  Green 
M'  Peters 
M'"  Ormsbe 
M^  J.  Bayley 
M*"  Barron 
M"'  Thompson 
M"^  Stone 
M""  Sumner 
M''  Sprague 
IVP  Graves 
M-^  Hall 
M""  Brockway 
M"^  Dewey 
M^  Gary 
M--  Gilds 
M""  Baker 


Nays 
M^  Ward 
M^  J.  Smith 
M'  Walker 
M-^  Whipple 
M"^  Drury 
M^  Webber 
M^  Craw 
M""  Bridgman 
M^  Bullock 
M""  Shepherdson 
M'^  Harris 
M"^  Henry 
M-"  Knight 
M"^  Granger 
M"  Spalding 
M''  Merrick 
M'  Wilson 
M"  Burt 
M^  Webb 
M""  Preston 
M""  Aikin 
M'  Barrett 
M"^  Bisbee 
M'  Chandler 
M""  Chilson 
M*^  Eben'"  Curtiss 
M'  Jacob 
M^  Weld 
M"^  E.  Sprague 
M""  Sever 
M^  J.  Safford 
M"^  Cottle 
M'  Hyde 
M'  Ripley 
M^Cox 
M'  Stevens 
M"^  Beman 
M"^  Wyman 
M""  Benson 
M^  Cole 
M''  Temple 
M""  Royce 
M^  Page 
M^  Jones 


Yeas  fifty  one  and  Nays  fifty  one— So  the  question  was  lost. 
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The  Governor  and  Council  joined  this  House  to  choose  a  Judge 
of  the  Superiour  Court  in  the  room  of  Bezaleel  Wood[ward]  Esq""  who 
declined  accepting  of  that  office. 

The  ballots  being  taken 

Simeon  Olcott'  Esq*^  was  Elected. 

Resolved  that  there  be  and  there  hereby  is  granted  unto  Maj"" 
Theodore  Woodbridge  and  Company  and  unto  M''  Joseph  Jones  and 
Company  to  the  number  of  sixty  five,  a  township  of  Land,  containing 
six  miles  square  in  some  of  the  unappropriated  lands  within  this  State, 
and  the  Surveyor  General  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  survey  said  town- 
ship to  the  said  Woodbridge  and  Jones  &  Companies  as  soon  as  may  be 
on  some  part  of  the  unappropriated  lands  aforesaid — And  the  Governor 
and  Council  be  and  they  are  hereby  requested  as  soon  as  the  return  of 
the  Surveyor  Gen'  be  made  as  aforesaid  to  make  out  a  Charter  of  in- 
corporation of  said  township  to  the  said  Woodbridge,  Jones  and  Com- 
panies equally  (provided  they  pay  the  fees  in  lead,  flints  or  hard  money) 
under  such  restrictions,  reservations  and  upon  such  conditions  as  they 
shall  judge  best. 

Resolved  that  there  be  and  there  hereby  is  granted  unto  Nathan 
Fisk  Esq''  and  Company  and  George  Duncan  and  Company  being  sixty 
five  in  number,  a  township  of  land,  containing  six  miles  square  in  some 
of  the  unappropriated  lands  within  this  State — And  the  Surveyor  Gen' 
be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  survey  said  township  to  the  said  Fisk,  Dun- 
can and  Companies  as  soon  as  may  be  on  some  part  of  the  unappro- 
priated lands  aforesaid — And  the  Governor  and  Council  be  and  they  are 
hereby  requested  to  make  out  a  Charter  of  incorporation  of  said  town- 
ship to  the  said  Nathan  Fisk,  Geo.  Duncan  and  Companies  equally 
under  such  restrictions  reservations  and  on  such  conditions  as  they  shall 
judge  best, — Provided  that  they  pay  the  fees  in  Lead,  flints  or  hard  money 
by  the  first  day  of  February  next. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  ascertaining  the  fees  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Superiour  Court"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Mary  Whipple 
brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — "That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Committee  that  the  said  Mary  Whipple  when  admitted  by  the  Probate 
Court  to  Act  as  administratrix  on  the  Estate,  mentioned  in  said  petition, 
be  empowered  by  Act  of  this  Legislature  to  sell  of  said  Estate  to  the 
amount  of  £750  Lawful  money  to  discharge  the  whole  or  part  of  said 
debts. 

"E.  Stiles  for  Com'=«". 

The  above  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill 
be  brought  in  accordingly. 


I.     For  biographical  sketch  of  Simeon  Olcott  see  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  pp 
I16-117. 
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On  motion  made — 

Resolved  that  this  House  do  reconsider  the  vote  passed  in  dismissing 
the  petition  of  William  Cockburn  and  Archabald  Campbell  passed  the 
22"^  Instant — And  that  the  said  petition  and  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Avery  Esq""  and  Associates  be  heard  on  the  fifth  day  of  the  next  ad- 
journed Session  and  that  all  parties  be  notified  to  attend  accordingly. 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed 
to  credit  the  town  of  Thetford  ten  pounds,  twelve  shillings  on  the  six 
penny  tax  ordered  to  be  raised  by  the  Gen'  Assembly  at  their  present 
Session,  which  abatement  in  said  tax  for  said  town  is  in  consequence  of 
having  been  doomed  [assessed]  one  hundred  ninety  six  pounds  five 
shillings  too  high  in  the  grand  levy  for  the  provision  tax  passed  in  Oct' 
1780. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  8  "Clock. 

SATURDAY  Oct^  27'^  1781. 

Resolved  that  M""  Nathaniel  Smith  be  and  is  hereby  appointed  a 
County  Surveyor  for  the  County  of  Rutland;  and  that  Capt.  John 
Newton  and  M"^  William  Dunton  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed 
County  Surveyors  for  the  County  of  Bennington. 

Resolved  that  there  be  and  there  hereby  is  granted  unto  the  Mo- 
heakunnuck  tribe  of  Indians  a  tract  of  land  adjoining  to  and  bordering 
around  Lake  Shalloon  six  miles  square — And  the  Gov"^  and  Council  are 
hereby  empowered  and  required  to  make  out  a  Charter  of  Incorporation 
of  said  tract  as  soon  as  the  limits  can  be  ascertained  upon  this  condition 
that  said  tribe  shall  never  have  authority  to  alien  or  convey  the  whole 
or  any  part  thereof  to  any  persons  whatever,  but  those  of  their  own  tribe, 
and  such  other  restrictions  and  limitations   as  they  shall  judge  proper. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  to  impower  the  sale  of  the  real  estate  of 
Jordon  Blakesley  deceased"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  to  impower  Mary  Whipple  to  sell  the  real 
estate  of  Daniel  Whipple  Esq"'  deceased"  was  Read  and  passed  the 
House. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  situation  of  the  3^  and 
ii*^*^  Regiments  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — 

"That  it  is  our  opinion  that  the  Act  forming  the  11'''  Regiment  be 
Repealed — And  whereas  it  appears  to  your  said  Committee  that  there 
was  some  irregularity  with  regard  to  the  last  choice  of  Field  officers  in 
said  third  Reg'  it  is  therefore  their  opinion  that  the  said  Regiment  be 
called  on  and  lead  to  a  new  choice  by  the  Brigadier  Gen'  of  that  Brigade 
of  such  officers  as  were  wanting  to  compleat  said  Regiment  before  the 
last  choice,  or  such  as  may  be  now  wanting  to  compleat  said  Regiment — 
All  of  which  is  humbly  submitted 

"by  A.   Underbill   for   Com'^^". 

The  above  Report  was  Read  and  accepted. 
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An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  for  repealing  an  Act  passed  at  the  last 
Session  of  Assembly  Entitled  An  Act  for  the  forming  an  Eleventh  Regi- 
ment was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

A  Resolution  requesting  the  Capt.  Gen*  to  issue  his  orders  for  the 
meeting  of  the  third  Reg*^  to  choose  officers"  was  Read  and  passed  the 
House. 

A  petition  signed  by  Col°  Eben''  Bruster  was  Read  and  refered  to  a 
Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make 
Report — The  members  chosen  M""  A.  Curtiss,  M"'  [Martin]  Powell  and 
M"'  [Benjamin]  Baker. 

Resolved  that  an  order  issue  on  the  Treasurer  in  favour  of  M'' 
Micah  Townshend  Sec^  for  the  sum  of  fifteen  hard  dollars  for  the  pur- 
pose of  procuring  Blank  Books  to  Record  Acts  of  Assembly  &c.  in^ — 

Resolved  that  the  Secretary  of  this  State  be  and  is  hereby  directed 
to  Record  all  the  former,*  as  well  as  the  present  Acts  that  have  passed 
the  Legislature  of  this  State. 

A  petition  signed  Phillip  Rawlin  was  Read  and  dismissed. 

A  petition  signed  Nathaniel  Sever  was  Read  and  Refered  to  the 
next  Session. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  business  that  is 
necessary  to  be  transacted  during  the  remainder  of  this  Session  and  make 
Report  as  soon  as  may  be — The  members  chosen  M''  S.  R.  Bradley,  M'' 
[Matthew]  Lyon  and  M''  [Reuben]  Jones. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  prepare  Instructions  for  the  Board  of  War — the 
ensuing  year,  and  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M''  [John] 
Barrett,  M""  [Benjamin]  Whipple,  M''  Jesse  Safford,  M''  E.  Curtiss  & 
M''  [John]  Shepherdson. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  to  enable  persons  who  have  entered  and 
made  improvement  on  lands^  under  colour  of  title,  who  shall  be  driven 
out  of  possession  by  a  legal  trial  by  law,  to  recover  the  value  of  what  the 
Estate  is  made  better  by  such  improvements  from  the  rightful  owner  of 
the  Land"  was  Read  &  passed  the  House. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  Col°  Eben"" 
Bruster  brought  in  their  Report  which  was  Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved  that  this  House  do  reconsider  the  Resolution  passed  last 
monday  on  the  motion  of  M''  Chipman  respecting  the  settlement  of 
bounds  and  lines  of  Guildhall  and  Lunenburgh  &c.",  and  that  the  said 


1 .  These  resolutions  may  indicate  that  previous  to  this  time  the  legislative  records  had 
not  been  formally  entered  in  books  provided  for  such  purpose,  but  that  the  journals  had 
been  kept  on  loose  sheets,  or  in  the  form  of  memoranda.  A  resolution  adopted  the  same 
day  (p.  333)  gave  Roswell  Hopkins,  Clerk  of  the  Assembly,  power  in  entering  these  records, 
to  amend,  or  edit,  the  same  "without  altering  the  sense  of  the  House."  See  request  of 
Secretary  of  State  Townshend  for  instructions  in  regard  to  recording  "the  former  laws  of 
this  State,"  p.  354. 

2.  For  text  of  the  act  see  Slade's  Vermont  State  Papers,  pp.  442-443. 
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petition  of  Isaac  Andrus  &c.  be  refered  to  the  next  Session  of  this  As- 
sembly, and  that  the  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  said  petition 
refer  their  report  until  that  time. 
Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  P.  M. 

2  "Clock  P.  M. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  provisions 
for  the  troops^  to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  this  State  for  the  year 
ensuing"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

On  motion  made  to  choose  a  Surveyor  Gen' 
The  Ballots  being  taken — 

The  Hon  ^^^  Ira  Allen  Esq*"  was  Elected. 

On  motion  made  to  choose  a  Commissary  Gen' 

Joseph  Farnsworth^  Esq"^  was  nominated  and  appointed. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Governor  and  Council 
respecting  the  most  necessary  business  &c.  made  a  verbal  Report. 

The  Gov""  and  Council  returned  the  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  provisions  for  the  troops  to  be  employed  in  the 
service  of  this  State  for  the  year  ensuing"  with  some  amendments  which 
were  Read  and  passed  as  part  of  said  Act. 

The  Gov''  and  Council  returned  the  petition  of  Col°  Eben""  Bruster 
with  the  Report  as  Accepted  by  this  House,  and  requested  that  this 
House  would  Reconsider  the  acceptance  of  said  Report  as  it  was  Re- 
pugnant to  the  articles  of  Union  &c. — thereupon 

Resolved  that  the  acceptance  of  said  Report  be  and  is  hereby  Re- 
considered and  dismissed  and  that  the  petition  be  Refered  to  the  next 
Session. 

(Said  petition  was  withdrawn  by  Col°  Bruster). 

Resolved  that  the  Clerk  of  this  Assembly  be  allowed  three  dollars 
p''  day  for  his  services  during  this  Session. 

Resolved  that  the  Secretary  of  this  State  be  allowed  four  dollars  p'' 
day  for  his  services  during  this  Session. 

Resolved  that  the  Speaker  of  this  House  be  allowed  six  shillings 


1.  The  preamble  to  this  act,  declaring  that  "the  state  of  the  present  currency,  or 
medium  of  trade,  is  such  that  it  is  difficult  to  procure  necessaries  to  supply  the  army  with- 
out calling  on  each  town  for  a  quota  of  such  supplies,"  is  an  indication  of  the  error  of 
Vermont's  early  attempt  to  issue  paper  money  without  proper  provision  for  redemption  in 
specie.  The  act  provided  for  a  provision  tax  levied  on  the  polls  and  rateable  estates  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  several  towns  of  "twenty  ounces  of  wheat  flour,  six  ounces  of  rye  flour, 
ten  ounces  of  beef,  and  six  ounces  of  pork,  without  bone,  except  rib  and  backbone — on  the 
pound."  The  Selectmen  of  the  several  towns  were  charged  with  the  duty  of  making  sure 
that  the  beef  and  pork  were  well  salted  and  that  the  provision  was  secured  in  barrels  and 
properly  stored  in  some  convenient  place  in  each  town.  Each  town  was  charged  with  the 
expense  of  securing,  salting  and  storing  these  provisions.  For  the  text  of  the  act  see  Slade's 
Vermont  State  Papers,  pp.  440-442. 

2.  Joseph  Farnsworth  had  been  a  resident  of  Middletown,  Conn.  At  the  opening 
of  the  Revolutionary  War  he  was  appointed  Assistant  Commissary  in  the  Continental 
army,  and  was  stationed  at  Bennington.     See  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  p.  126. 
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p""  day  during  this  Session  in  addition  to  his  Representatives  fees  for  his 
extraordinary  services. 

Resolved  that  the  Rev'd  M""  Olcott'  have  a  Right  of  Land  in  the 
township  of  Montgomery  if  they  are  not  all  taken  up,  if  they  be,  that 
he  have  a  Right  in  some  other  township  granted  by  this  State  free  from 
Expence. 

Resolved  that  the  Committee  appointed  to  take  under  consideration 
Confiscated  Estates  be  and  they  are  hereby  dismissed. 

Resolved  that  his  Excellency  the. Governor's  Sallary  for  the  present 
year  be  two  hundred  pounds. 

Resolved  that  Col°  Payne  be  and  is  hereby  requested  to  inform  this 
House  whether  he  will  accept  of  his  Election  to  the  office  of  Deputy 
Gov''  of  this  State. 

Col°  Payne  informed  the  House  that  he  would  accept  of  that  office. 

Resolved  that  his  honor  the  Deputy  Gov""  have  fifty  pounds  for  his 
Sallary  for  the  present  year. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  to  revise  the  several  Laws  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  this  State"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

A  request  signed  by  Ros'  Hopkins  Clerk  of  this  Assembly  was  Read, 
and  thereupon 

Resolved  that  he  have  Liberty  to  Record  the  Journals  of  this  House, 
and  make  such  amendments^  as  he  shall  judge  proper  without  altering 
the  sense  of  the  House. 

Resolved  that  the  Committee  appointed  last  Session  of  Assembly 
to  call  to  an  account  the  Committee  appointed  to  repair  the  Road  from 
Bennington  to  Wilmington  be  and  they  are  hereby  reappointed  and 
directed  to  proceed  to  the  business  of  their  appointment  and  make 
Report  to  the  next  Session. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Recommitted  the  petition  of  Hugh 
McCarty  brought  in  the  following  Report — viz — "That  on  perusing  the 
Articles  of  Agreement  with  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Western  union  so 
called,  do  Recommend  to  this  Hon'"'^  House  to  make  out  there  order  to 
the  Treasurer  of  this  State  to  pay  out  of  the  Treasury  ten  pound  to  the 
said  petitioner 

"Jos.  Marsh  in  name  of  Com'^^". 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  Instructions  for  the  Board  of 
War  for  the  year  ensuing  Made  a  verbal  Report — whereupon. 

Resolved  that  the  powers  and  Instructions  heretofoie  given  the  Board 
of  War  be  and  they  are  hereby  considered  as  their  powers  and  instructions 
till  the  next  Session  of  Assembly. 


1.  The  name  of  Rev.  Buckley  Olcott,  together  with  the  names  of  several  other  clergy- 
men, is  found  among  the  grantees  of  the  town  of  Montgomery. — State  Papers  of  Vermont, 
vol.  2  (Vermont  Charters),  p.  138. 

2.  See  resolution  relative  to  entering  the  records  of  previous  sessions,  p.  37. 
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Resolved  that  the  additional  sum  of  fifty  pounds  be  granted  unto 
his  Excellency  the  Governor  for  his  extraordinary  services  the  year  past. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  for  abating  the  town  of  Guilford  part  of 
a  tax  therein  mentioned"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

Resolved  that  the  Constable  attending  on  this  House  be  allowed  four 
shillings  and  six  pence  in  addition  to  his  stated  wages  during  this  Session. 

Resolved  that  this  General  Assembly  be  and  is  hereby  adjourned 
until  the  Last  Thursday  in  January  next  then  to  meet  in  Bennington. 

Attest. 

Res'  Hopkins  Clerk. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  Copy  of  the  Original  Journal. 

Recorded  by 
Ros'  Hopkins  Clerk  of  Assembly. 


JOURNAL 


OF  THE 


GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


OF  THE 


STATE  OF  VERMONT 


At  Their  Adjourned  Session  Holden  at  Bennington, 
January,  1782 


JOURNALS 


THURSDAY  Jan^  31^^  1782. 

The  General  Assembly  met  at  the  Court-House  in  Bennington 
agreeable  to  their  adjournment  in  October  last. 

There  not  being  a  quorum  of  the  Representatives  present;  adjourned 
until  to  morrow  one  oClock  afternoon. 

FRIDAY  Feby  i^'  1782. 

There  not  being  a  quorum  present — Adjourned  until  10  °Clock 
to  morrow  morning. 

SATURDAY  Feb^  2^  1782. 

There  not  being  a  quorum  present — Adjourned  until  10  "Clock  on 
monday  next  in  the  forenoon. 

MONDAY  Feby  4"^  1782. 

There  not  being  a  quorum  present — Adjourned  until  2  "Clock 
afternoon. 

2  oClock  P.  M. 

There  not  being  a  quorum  present — Adjourned  until  to  morrow 
morning  10  "Clock. 

TUESDAY  Feby  5*^  1782. 

There  not  being  a  quorum  present — Adjourned  until  2  "Clock 
afternoon. 

2  oClock  P.  M. 

There  not  being  a  quorum  present — Adjourned  until  10  "Clock 
to  morrow  morning. 

WEDNESDAY  Feb>'  6">  1782. 

There  not  being  a  quorum  present — Adjourned  from  day  to  day 
until  Monday'  the  11*''  Instant  at  2  "Clock  in  the  afternoon. 


I.  This  session  of  the  Legislature  passed  an  act  to  compel  the  more  punctual  atten- 
dance of  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  which  provided  a  penalty  of  one  pound  and 
ten  shillings  for  each  day's  absence  after  the  first  day,  unless  a  sufficient  excuse  could  be 
given.  The  act  was  repealed  in  1783.  The  text  may  be  found  in  Slade's  Vermont  State 
Papers,  p.  446. 
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MONDAY  Feby  ii^''  1782. 
2  °Clock  P.  M. 

Ordered,  that  M""  [Matthew]  Lyon  be  and  is  hereby  requested  to  wait 
on  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  Council  and  inform  them  that  this 
House  are  ready  to  enter  on  business. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  Bill  for 
fining  such  members  as  shall  be  absent  at  adjournments — And  make 
Report — The  members  chosen  M*"  [Stephen]  Pearl,  M''  [Ezra]  Styles, 
M''  [Stephen]  Jacob,  M''  [Benjamin]  Gardner  and  M''  [Isaac]  Tichenor. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  nine  be  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  several  private  petitions  which  may  be  exhibited  from 
time  to  time  during  this  Session — And  make  Report — The  members 
chosen  M""  [Matthew]  Lyon,  M""  [Benjamin]  Burt,  M""  [Edward]  Harris, 
M"'  [Ebenezer]  Brewster,  M''  [John]  Barret,  M''  [Benjamin]  Whipple, 
M^  [Abraham]  Underbill,  M^  [Jonathan]  Child  and  M"-  [Thomas] 
Chandler. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  laid  before  this  House  a  letter  from 
Gen'  Washington^  dated  Philadelphia  Jan^  i'*^  1782 — a  letter  from 
Gen'  Woolcot^  dated  Philadelphia  Jan^  18'*^  1782 — one  from  Benj  ^ 
Henry^  dated  Hallifax  Jan^  21^'  1782 —  one  from  Simeon  Olcotf  dated 
Charlestown  Jan^  28'''  1782 — which  letters  were  directed  to  the  Gov"" — 
One  from  Gov""  Chittenden  directed  to  Col°  Yates^  dated  Arlington 
24***  Aug*  1781 — One  from  Col°  Yates  dated  Chacheticoke  [Schaghti- 
coke]  Aug*  27"^  1781 — One  from  Col°  Sam'  King*  to  Gov"'  Chittenden 
dated  Jan^  5*'*  1782 — The  Gov''^  answer  to  Col°  King  dated  Jan^  10*'' 
1782 — One  from  W"*  Page^  Esq''  to  Gov''  Chittenden  dated  Dec"'  9*'' 


1.  For  text  of  General  Washington's  letter  see  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  pp. 

353-3SS- 

2.  Oliver  Wolcott,  a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  was  one  of  Con- 
necticut's most  distinguished  citizens,  and  was  an  influential  friend  of  Vermont.  See 
sketch  in  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  pp.  135-136. 

3.  Benjamin  Henry  represented  Halifax  in  the  General  Assembly  in  1781  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Convention  of  1791,  called  to  ratify  the  United  States  Constitution. 

4.  It  is  suggested  in  Governor  and  Council  (vol.  2,  p.  379)  that  this  may  have  been 
General  Olcott's  resignation  as  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court. 

5.  Colonel  Yates  commanded  a  New  York  regiment  and  attempted  to  suppress  the 
movement  favorable  to  Vermont  in  the  Western  Union. — Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2, 
pp.  331,  332,  334. 

6.  Col.  Samuel  King  of  Chesterfield  was  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Ver- 
mont in  1780  and  1 781,  representing  one  of  the  towns  of  the  Eastern  Union  annexed  from 
New  Hampshire.  In  the  controversy  with  New  Hampshire  he  was  taken  prisoner,  rescued 
by  Vermont  sympathizers,  and  a  reward  of  twenty-five  silver  dollars  was  offered  to  the 
person  who  would  take  him  to  Exeter  and  confine  him  in  jail  or  take  him  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety. — Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  pp.  342-343. 

7.  Dr.  William  Page  represented  one  of  the  towns  of  the  Eastern  Union,  Charlestown, 
in  the  General  Assembly  of  'Vermont,  1780-1781.  He  was  a  Sheriff  under  Vermont  juris- 
diction and  was  arrested  and  placed  in  jail  by  the  New  Hampshire  authorities.  See 
Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  pp.  338-339,  348-349. 
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1781  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  Col°  W™  Haywood^  and  a  copy  of  a 
letter  to  Brig^  Gen'  Olcot — One  from  Gov""  Chittenden  to  Lieut.  Gov"' 
Payne^  dated  Dec""  14""  1781 — One  from  Elijah  Parker  Constable  dated 
Chester  28^''  Jan^  1782 — One  from  Nath'  Brown^  to  Gov"'  Chittenden 
dated  Winhall  Jan^  21 «'  1782 — One  from  Nath'  Brush"  Esq''  to  Gov'' 
Chittenden  dated  December  5'^''  1781 — One  from  Joseph  Waits  to  the 
Gov''  dated  Maidstone  Jan^  22*^  1782.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Gen' 
Safford*  to  Col°  Yates  dated  Hoosack  Dec""  S^^  1781 — with  Col°  Yates 
answer.  One  from  Isaac  Sherman^  Lieut.  Col°  Com''  Tho^  Grovesnor 
Lieut.  Col°  Willis  Clift  Maj''  Committee  to  Gov""  Chittenden  dated 
Camp  near  Dobbs  Ferry  Aug*^  2'^  1781 — And  three  letters  from  Gen' 
Hazen*  to  the  Governor — were  Read — 

Ordered,  that  M''  [Matthew]  Lyon  be  Requested  to  call  on  the  Board 
of  War  and  desire  them  to  make  Report  of  their  proceedings  since 
the  last  Session  to  this  House. 

Ordered,  that  M""  [Benjamin]  Gardner  be  requested  to  call  on  the 
Committee  appointed  to  settle  the  boundary  lines  between  this  State 
and  the  States  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York  and  desire  them  to 
make  Report  of  their  proceedings  to  this  House. 

Ordered  that  M''  [Isaac]  Tichenor  be  requested  to  call  on  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  revise  the  Laws,  and  desire  them  to  make  Report 
of  their  proceedings  to  this  House. 

Ordered  that  M''  [Stephen]  Jacob  be  requested  to  call  on  the  Auditors 
of  Public  accounts  and  desire  them  to  make  Report  of  their  proceedings 
to  this  House. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  Bill 
to  put  a  proper  check  upon  the  Treasurer — and  make  Report  to  this — 
The  members  chosen  M"^  [Isaac]  Tichenor,  M''  [Stephen]  Jacob  and  M' 
[Ezra]  Styles. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  arrange  the  most  necessary  business  to  be 


1.  Colonel  Haywood  (or  Heywood)  was  a  resident  of  the  Eastern  Union  to  whom 
Sheriff  Page  sent  orders.     Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  p.  338. 

2.  For  text  of  this  letter  see  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  p.  339. 

3.  Nathaniel  Brown  was  the  first  settler  of  Winhall — See  Hemenway's  Vermont 
Gazetteer,  vol.  i.  pp.  246-247. 

4.  Nathaniel  Brush  was  a  militia  Colonel,  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  Bennington 
district  and  Clerk  of  the  Court.     See  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  p.  132. 

5.  Joseph  Wait  was  a  member  of  a  party  commanded  by  Lieut.  Ward  Bayley, 
"raised  for  the  frontier  adjacent  to  the  Upper  Coos"  and  served  from  April,  14,  1781,  to 
Nov.  2,  1781.  See  'Vermont  Revolutionary  Rolls.  He  was  also  an  officer  during  the 
early  part  of  the  American  Revolution. 

6.  Gen.  Samuel  Safford  had  been  sent  as  member  of  a  committee  which  hoped  to 
conciliate  the  hostile  factions  in  the  Western  Union. — Governor  and  Council,  Vol.  2,  pp. 
382-383. 

7.  Governor  and  Council,  Vol.  2,  p.  380,  is  authority  for  the  statement  that  Messrs. 
Sherman,  Grosvenor  and  Clift  were  Connecticut  officers  in  the  Continental  Army. 

8.  Gen.  Moses  Hazen,  one  of  the  builders  of  the  Bayley-Hazen  road,  was  a  promi- 
nent Vermont  officer.     See  biographical  sketch  in  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  i,  p.  218. 
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transacted  during  this  Session  and  make  Report — The  members  chosen — 
M'  [Isaac]  Tichenor,  M^  [Matthew]  Lyon,  M^  S.  Safford,  M^  [John] 
Strong  and  M''  [Ebenezer]  Bruster. 

Resolved  that  the  petition  of  Enoch  &  EHphalet  Bean  which  was 
Refered  from  the  last  Session,  be  Refered  to  a  Committee  of  three  to 
take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make  Report — The  members 
chosen  M--  [Thomas]  Chandler,  M''  [Comfort]  Sever  and  M^  [Matthew] 
Lyon. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  9  °Clock. 

TUESDAY  Feby  12*'^  1782. 

Two  petitions  signed  Sarah  Watkins  was  Read  and  Refered  unto  a 
Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make  Re- 
port of  their  opinion  to  this  House — The  members  chosen — M""  [Samuel] 
Safford,  M^  [Thomas]  Chandler  and  M^  [Abraham]  Underbill. 

A  petition  signed  Taylor  Brooks  praying  for  a  confirmation  of  fifty 
acres  of  Land  in  Brattleborough  was  Read  and  Refered  unto  the  above 
Committee. 

A  petition  signed  by  the  Selectmen  of  Hinsdale  was  Read  and  Re- 
fered to  a  Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and 
make  Report— The  members  chosen — M'' [William]  Ward,  M''  [Samuel] 
Knight  and  M"'  [John]  Barret. 

A  memorial  signed  Benjamin  Bartlet  was  Read  and  dismissed. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  the  Select  men 
of  Hinsdale^  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — "That  the  Town  of 
Hinsdale  be  allowed  the  sum  of  four  pounds  seven  shillings  in  their  pro- 
vision tax  now  to  be  collected  as  they  were  overcharged  that  sum  in  the 
last  tax. 

"John  Barret  for  Com'^'". 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a 
Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  arrange  the  most  necessary  business^ 
brought  in  the  following  Report — viz — 

i"^     To  call  upon  his  Excellency  the  Gov''  and  his  Council  to  lay  before 
the  House  all  official  papers  relating  to  the  Interest  of  this  State  received 
since  the  Session  in  Ocf  last. 
2^     To  call  upon  the  Commis"  appointed  by  the  Legislature  to  treat 


1.  Hinsdale  originally  was  granted  by  the  colony  of  Massachusetts  and  included 
land  on  both  sides  of  the  Connecticut  River.  When  New  Hampshire  became  a  crown 
colony  the  township  was  included  in  the  latter  province.  The  decision  of  the  British 
government  that  the  territory  on  the  west  side  of  the  Connecticut  River  north  of  Massa- 
chusetts was  within  the  jurisdiction  of  New  York,  resulted  in  a  division  of  the  township  of 
Hinsdale,  or,  rather,  in  two  townships  of  that  name.  The  name  of  Hinsdale,  Vt.,  was 
changed  to  Vernon  in  1802. — State  Papers  of  New  Hampshire,  vol.  26,  pp.  669,  723. 

2.  In  the  absence  of  a  message  from  the  Governor,  outlining  needed  legislation,  the 
report  of  this  committee  served  a  useful  purpose. 
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with   Commiss"  to  be  appointed  by  New- York  and  New-Hampshire 

relative  to  the  boundary  lines  of  this  State  to  make  their  Report. 

3'*     To  call  upon  the  Committee  for  Revising  the  Laws. 

4^^     To  call  upon  the  Auditors  of  accounts  for  their  Report. 

5**^     To  adopt  proper  measures  for  the  defence  of  this  State  against  the 

common  Enemy  &c. 

6^^     That  the  Surveyor  Gen'  be  called  upon  to  lay  before  the  House  a 

survey  of  the  State,  as  far  as  he  has  obtained  it,  as  also  a  plan  of  all  the 

townships  granted  and  the  vacant  lands  ungranted. 

7**^     To  call  upon  the  Treasurer  to  give  an  account  of  what  paper  money 

has  been  received  into  the  Treasury  since  Ocf  last  and  how  it  has  been 

disposed  of. 

^'^     To  lay  before  the  Hon**'^  the  Cont'  Congress  in  a  decent  and 

spirited  manner  our  determination  to  support  our  just   Rights,   and 

Repeat  our  desire  to  be  admitted  into  the  federal  Union. 

p*'*     That  a  proper  Check  be  put  upon  the  Treasurer  to  enable  the 

Auditors  to  adjust  his  accounts. 

10*^^     To  make  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  soldiers  in  the  States 

service  the  last  campaign. 

jj^^     To  take  under  consideration  the  paper  currency. 

12^^     To  take  proper  measures  to  Regulate  the  press'. 

"Moses  Robinson  Chairman". 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read. 
Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  afternoon. 

2  "Clock  P.  M. 

M''  [Edward]  Aikin  requested  that  the  Committee  appointed  to 
build  two  bridges  over  West  River  on  the  Roads  leading  through  Lon- 
donderry to  Brumley  [Bromley,  later  Peru]  might  have  a  further  time 
given  them  for  building  said  Bridges — thereupon. 

Resolved  that  M"'  Aikin  have  liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  that 
purpose. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petitions  of  Sarah  Wat- 
kins  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz. 

"That  it  is  their  opinion  that  the  prayers  of  said  petitions  be  granted 
and  that  Bills  be  brought  in  for  that  purpose — And  that  the  proprietors 
Committee  of  Townshend  be  directed  to  lay  out  the  said  5^2  acres  to 
the  heirs  of  the  said  James  Wadkins. 

by  order  Tho^  Chandler  Ch""". 


I .  Only  one  newspaper  was  published  in  Vermont  at  this  time,  The  Vermont  Gazette 
and  Green  Mountain  Post  Boy,  issued  at  Westminster.  Previous  references  in  the  Assem- 
bly Journal  show  that  the  establishment  of  a  newspaper  or  newspapers  in  the  State  was 
considered  desirable.  There  is  nothing  to  indicate  that  there  was  any  desire  to  restrict 
the  freedom  of  the  press.  This  allusion  may  have  referred  to  the  need  of  additional  news- 
papers. 
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The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  Ordered  that  Bills  be  brought 
in  accordingly. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  Enoch  & 
Eliphalet  Bean  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz. 

"That  it  is  their  opinion  that  the  said  Enoch  and  Eliphalet  have  a 
new  tryal  upon  the  premises,  and  that  in  the  tryal  they  be  considered 
as  being  in  possession  as  they  were  previous  to  the  former  tryal. 

"M.  Lyon  for  Com'"". 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought 
in  accordingly. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  Taylor  Brooks' 
brought  in  the  following  Report — viz. 

"That  it  is  their  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  granted 
and  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  to  empower  some  suitable  person  to  quit 
claim  the  title  of  the  State  to  the  said  land  to  the  said  Taylor  Brooks 
upon  his  paying  for  the  use  of  the  Treasury  of  this  State  the  sum  of  £27-6 
-o  silver  money  at  or  before  the  next  sitting  of  the  Assembly. 

Tho®  Chandler  Jun"^  for  Com*^*^". 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought 
in  accordingly. 

Maj"'  Gideon  Brownson  brought  in  an  Account  in  his  favour  against 
the  United  States  and  requested  that  said  accounts  might  be  allowed  by 
this   State,   whereupon 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  said  ac- 
count into  consideration  and  Report  their  opinion  to  this  House — ^The 
members  chosen  M""  [John]  Barret,  M"'  [Stephen]  Pearl  and  M''  [Thomas] 
Chandler. 

A  petition  and  account  signed  Charles  Tilden  was  Read  and  Re- 
fered to  a  Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same  under  their  consideration 
and  make  Report  of  their  opinion  to  this  House — The  members  chosen 
M""  [John]  Strong,  M''  [Ebenezer]  Bruster  and  M''  [William]  Page. 

An  Act  Entitled  An  Act  confirming  to  the  heirs  of  James  Watkins 
deceased  the  land  therein  mentioned"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

A  petition  signed  Jonathan  Rowlee  and  Caleb  Handy  was  Read 
and  dismissed. 

A  petition  signed  John  W.  Dana  one  of  the  Select  men  of  the  town 
of  Pomphret,  [Pomfret]  was  read  and  refered  to  a  Committee  of  three  to 
take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make  Report — ^The  members 
chosen  M""  [Edward]  Harris,  M''  [Benjamin]  Whipple  and  M''  [Martin] 
Powell. 


I.     See  p.  44  relative  to  land  in  Brattleboro. 
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Gen'  [Roger]  Enos  and  Docf  [William]  Page  exhibited  an  account 
against  this  State  for  expences  while  in  the  service  of  the  State — On 
motion  made, 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  said  account 
under  consideration  and  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M''  [John] 
Barret,  M^  [Stephen]  Jacob,  M^  [Gideon]  Olin,  M^  [John]  Sheperdson 
and  M""  [Joshua]  Webb. 

On  motion  made, 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  Bill  in 
amendment  of  an  Act  relative  to  Confiscated  Estates — and  make  Report 
— The  members  chosen  M""  [Ezra]  Styles,  M"^  [John]  Bridgman,  M'' 
[Thomas]  Chandler,  M''  [Abraham]  Jackson  and  M''  [Samuel]  Knight. 

On  motion  made, 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  the  office 
and  duty  of  Secretary  of  State;  and  to  demand  and  Receive  of  the  former 
Secretary  all  the  public  papers  that  belong  to  this  State  and  deliver  the 
same  to  the  present  Secretary  of  State — The  members  chosen  M'' 
[Ezra]  Styles,  M^  [William]  Page  and  M^  [Thomas]  Chandler. 

Ordered  that  Ai""  [Ezra]  Styles  be  requested  to  enquire  for  the 
petition  of  Timothy  Andrus  and  others. 

Ordered  that  M"^  [Edward]  Harris  be  requested  to  call  on  the  Treas- 
urer and  enquire  of  him  how  much  money  has  been  Received  into  the 
Treasury  since  Oct"^  last  and  how  it  has  been  disposed  of. 

Ordered  that  M"^  [Benjamin]  Whipple  be  requested  to  call  on  the 
Surveyor  Gen'  agreeable  to  the  6"*  Article*  in  the  arrangement. 

Adjourned  until  tomorrow  morning  9  "Clock. 

WEDNESDAY  Feb^  13"'  1782. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  account  of  Maj""  [Gideon] 
Brownson  brought  in  their  Report  which  was  Read  and  accepted — and 
order'd  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

The  Governor  and  Council  joined  the  House  to  choose  a  Judge  of 
the  Superiour  Court  in  the  Room  of  Simeon  Olcott  Esq""  resigned — The 
ballots  being  taken. 

The  Hon'''^  Samuel  Fletcher  Esq*"  was  Elected — who  desired  to 
be  excused  from  that  office — which  was  granted — And  the  choice  of  a' 
Judge  be  postponed  for  the  present. 

Ordered  that  M''  [Stephen]  Pearl  be  requested  to  call  on  Col" 
[Nathaniel]  Brush  one  of  the  Com'^^  of  Pay  Table  and  desire  him  to 
wait  on  this  House — who  attended  accordingly  and  was  requested  to. 
withdraw  his  Resignation  of  that  office — which  he  did  accordingly. 

On  motion  made — 

Resolved  that  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  petition  of  Sarah 


I.     The  sixth  article  of  the  legislative  program  related  to  a  survey  of  the  State  by  tlie . 
Surveyor  General,  including  a  plan  of  all  townships  granted  and  all  ungranted  lands. 
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Watkins  praying  for  leave  to  sell  Lands — -be  and  is  hereby  Reconsidered 
and  said  Report  and  petition  be  and  is  hereby  dismissed. 

The  Auditors  of  Public  accounts  made  a  verbal  Report  of  their  pro- 
ceedings since  Ocf  last — and  thereupon, 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  amend  an  Act 
Entitled  An  Act  to  Audit  and  liquidate  all  public  accounts  &c.  and  make 
Report — The  members  chosen  M""  [John]  Strong,  M''  [Thomas]  Chandler 
andM^  [Ezra]  Styles. 

A  petition  signed  Samuel  Robinson  Lieut.  Col°  was  Read  and  Re- 
fered  to  a  Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and 
make  Report — The  members  chosen  M''  [Samuel]  Mattucks,  [Mattocks], 
M.'^  Burton  and  M''  [Abraham]  Underhill. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  account  of  Gen'  Enos  & 
Docf  Page  brought  in  the  following  Report — viz  "That  it  is  their 
opinion  that  said  accounts  be  Refered  to  the  Com'^^  of  Pay-Table  for 
adjustment — John  Barret  for  Com*^^^". 

The  above  Report  was  Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved  that  M""  [Edward]  Harris  be  requested  to  desire  the  Treas'' 
to  make  an  immediate  answer  respecting  the  paper  money  Received 
since  Oct"^  last. 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon. 

2  "Clock  P.  M. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  discharging  the  town  of  Pomfretfroma 
certain  part  of  a  tax  therein  mentioned  "  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  call  on  the 
Treasurer  and  request  him  to  settle  his  accounts  immediately — The  mem- 
bers chosen  M"^  [Ezra]  Styles,  M-"  [Stephen]  Jacob,  M^  [Edward]  Harris, 
M''  [Matthew]  Lyon  and  M''  [Benjamin]  Giles. 

The  hon'''^  Moses  Robinson  Esq""  brought  back  the  Act  confirming 
a  piece  of  Land  unto  Sarah  Watkins  and  gave  some  verbal  reasons  why 
the  Council  would  not  concur  in  passing  said  Act — after  some  debate — 

The  question  was  put — Whether  they  would  reconsider  said  Act.'' — 
It  passed  in  the  Negative. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  granting  a  new  trial  in  the  case  of  John 
Alger  against  Enoch  and  Eliphalet  Bean'  and  annulling  the  judgment 
rendered  in  the  said  cause" — was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  for  the  purpose  of  paying  to  Maj''  [Gideon] 
Brunson  [Brownson]  a  sum  of  money  therein  mentioned" — was  Read  & 
Passed  the  House. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  pointing  out  the  office  and  duty  of  Secre- 
tary of  State^"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

A  petition  signed  by  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Clarendon  and 


1.  The  text  of  this  act  may  be  found  in  Siade's  Vermont  State  Papers,  pp.  444-445. 

2.  The  text  of  this  act  may  be  found  in  Siade's  Vermont  State  Papers,  p.  444. 
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Shrewsbury  was  read  and  refered  to  a  Committee  of  five  to  join  a  Com- 
mittee from  the  Council  to  take  the  same  under  consideration,  and  make 
Report — The  members  chosen  M''  [Samuel]  Knight,  M''  [John]  Strong, 
M--  [Edward]  Harris,  M^  [Gideon]  Olin  and  M'  [John]  Sargeants. 

A  petition  signed  Charles  Wright  and  9  others  Inhabitants  of 
Pownal  praying  that  the  town  might  be  directed  to  keep  in  repair  the 
digged  way — And  a  petition  signed  Nath'  Seelye  and  18  others  praying 
that  a  Bridge  might  be  built  over  the  River  in  said  Pownal — were  Read, 
and  Refered  to  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make  Report — 'The 
members  chosen  M"^  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley,  M""  [Gideon]  Olin  and  M"" 
[Joshua]  Webb. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  situation  of  the 
vacant  lands  and  Report  what  Lands  can  be  granted  and  to  whom — 
The  members  chosen  M''  [Stephen]  Pearl,  M''  [John]  Strong,  M""  [Samuel] 
Safford,  M^  [Matthew]  Lyon  and  M"-  [William]  Ward. 

The  Surveyor  Gen'  requested  by  a  letter  dated  Sunderland  Jan 5" 
lo'*"  1782 — -to  be  directed  in  making  out  the  bounds  of  Cambridge  and 
Fletcher  whereupon. 

Resolved  that  the  bounds  of  said  Cambridge  and  Fletcher  be  ascer- 
tained agreeable  to  the  petitions  for  said  townships — And  the  Surveyor 
Gen'  is  hereby  directed  to  Govern  himself  accordingly. 

On  motion  made, 

Resolved  that  M''  [Ezra]  Styles  be  and  is  hereby  requested  to  call 
on  the  Committee  appointed  last  Session  to  take  under  consideration 
the  petition  of  Timothy  Andrus  and  Elisha  Hinman  Agents  in  behalf 
of  the  towns  of  Lunenburgh  Maidstone'  &c.  and  request  them  to  Report 
their  opinion  to  this  House  or  lay  said  petition  on  the  table. 

THURSDAY  Feb^  14'"  1782. 

M"^  [John]  Bridgman  Requested  leave  of  absence — Granted. 

A  petition  signed  by  the  Listers  of  the  town  of  Manchester  was  read 
and  the  prayer  thereof  granted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in 
accordingly. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  petitions  of 
Samuel  Avery  which  were  refered  from  the  last  Session  and  make  Report 
of  their  opinion  respecting  the  same  to  this  House— The  members 
chosen  M''  [Benjamin]  Giles,  M""  [John]  Barret,  M"'  [Benjamin]  Burt, 
M^  [Abraham]  Underbill  and  M""  [Joshua]  Webb, 

A  petition  signed  Martha  Symar  [Symes]  was  Read  and  the  prayer 
thereof  granted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill^  be  brought  in  accordingly. 


1.  A  report  of  this  committee  will  be  found  on  pp.  64-65  of  these  Journals. 

2.  1  he  text  of  this  act,  another  illustration  of  the  assumption  of  judicial  functions  by  a 
legislative  body  during  this  period,  may  be  found  in  Slade's  Vermont  State  Papers,  p.  445. 
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A  petition  signed  by  Abel,  Silas,  &  W™  Pratt,  David  Perigo  and 
John  Welch  was  Read  &  dismissed. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  Charles 
Wright  and  others  respecting  the  dug  way  in  Pownall  brought  in  the 
following  Report — viz— 

"That  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  Committee  that  the  town  of  Pownall 
be  required  by  an  Act  of  Assembly  to  repair  and  maintain  said  piece  or 
spot  of  Road  at  their  cost  as  a  town — And  that  after  the  publication 
of  said  Act  said  town  shall  be  liable  to  make  good  all  damages  that  any 
person  or  persons  may  sustain  from  the  badness  of  that  particular  piece 
of  Road  and  be  liable  to  pay  a  fine  of  ten  pounds  Lawful  money,  the 
one  half  to  the  Treasury  of  this  State,  the  other  half  to  him  that  shall 
prosecute  the  same  to  effect. 

"Joseph  Bowker  for  Com'*'". 

The  above  Report  was  Read  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in 
accordingly. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Nath'  Seelye 
and  1 8  others  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — 

"That  it  is  their  opinion  that  said  petition  be  dismissed — 

J.  Bowker  for  Com'"". 

The  above  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  said 
petition  be  and  is  hereby  dismissed. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  crediting  to  the  town  of  Hinsdale  in 
Windham  County  the  Sum  therein  mentioned" — was  Read  and  passed 
the  House. 

Whereas  a  memorial  has  been  presented  to  this  House  by  the  In- 
habitants of  Londonderry  to  the  number  of  thirty  praying  that  so  much 
of  the  land  in  said  town  that  belongs  to  this  State  might  be  sold  as  will 
pay  the  cost  of  building  two  Bridges  over  a  River  called  West-River  on 
the  two  roads  leading  from  said  town  through  Winhall  and  Brumley 
[Peru]  to  Manchester,  therefore — Resolved  that  so  much  of  the  Land 
in  the  said  town  of  Londonderry  the  property  of  this  State  be  sold  as  will 
build  two  bridges  over  the  said  River  in  said  Londonderry  on  the  main 
Roads  leading  from  thence  to  Manchester  through  Winhall  &  Bromley 
[Peru] — And  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  see  that  said 
bridges  are  built  by  the  last  day  of  Sepf  next — And  that  Col°  Sam' 
Fletcher,  Dea"  Edward  Aikin  and  Maj''  Joseph  Tyler  the  Com'"  ap- 
pointed to  take  care  of  the  land  belonging  to  this  State  in  said  town,  be 
and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  sell  so  much  of  said  land  as  will  pay 
the  cost  of  building  said  bridges — And  make  Returns  to  this  Assembly 
of  all  expenditures  in  building  said  bridges  as  well  as  in  the  sale  of  the 
Lands  and  the  price  sold  for. 

And  further  Resolved  that  Capt.  Aikin,  Capt.  Grimes  and  Lieut. 
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Hopkins  all  of  said  Londonderry  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a 
Committee  to  see  that  said  bridges  are  immediately  built. 

A  petition  signed  Absolum  Baker  Proprietors  Clerk  was  Read  and 
Dismissed. 

A  petition  signed  James  Lewis  was  Read  &  Dismissed. 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon. 

2  °Clock  P.  M. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  granting  a  new  trial  in  the  case  of  John 
Alger  against  Enoch  and  Eliphalet  Bean  and  annulling  the  judgment 
rendered  in  the  said  Cause" — was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  consideration  of  the 
paper  currency  of  this  State — brought  in  their  Report  which  was  Read  & 
dismissed. 

Ordered  that  the  Treasurer  pay  an  order  from  the  Committee  of 
Pay-Table  in  favour  of  W"  Page  Esq"'  for  getting  printed  proceedings  of 
this  Assembly  and  distributing  the  same  the  sum  of  £i3-ios-o  Lawful 
money. 

On  motion  made 

Resolved  that  this  House  will  proceed  to-morrow  morning  to  choose 
by  Ballot  three  persons  for  a  Land  office  Committee.' 

A  pay  and  Muster  Roll  of  Capt  Nehemiah  Lovewells  Company 
was  laid  before  the  House  and  Refered  to  a  Committee  of  live  to  take 
the  same  under  consideration  and  make  Report  of  their  opinion  to  this 
House — The  members  chosen — M"^  [Thomas]  Chandler,  M""  [Gideon] 
Olin,  M^  [Jonathan]  Child,  M""  [Samuel]  Mattucks  and  M""  [Abraham] 
Underbill. 

Witherlee  Wittum  and  Sons  brought  in  a  petition  which  was  Read 
and  withdrawn. 

M*^  [Edward]  Harris  Reported  that  he  had  called  on  the  Treasurer 
agreeable  to  his  appointment,  and  finds  there  has  been  received  into  the 
Treas^  since  Ocf  last  the  following  sums  viz — 

On  the  %^  tax  £  1715-12-7 
On  the  y^  d°  2260-14-2 
On  the  6^    d°         794-18-6 


whole  amount  Received  since 

Oct^  last  is  £  4771-5-3. 

But  that  he  was  not  able  to  inform  the  House  at  this  time  how  much 

money  had  been  Received  into  the  Treasury  nor  how  much  had  been 

paid  out. 

A  petition  signed  by  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Thomlinson 
[Grafton]  was  Read  and  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  signed  Jon*^*"  Child  was  Read  and  Refered  to  a  Committee 


1.    This  committee  was  empowered  to  receive  the  granting  fees  for  lands.     See  p.  55. 
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of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make  Report — The 
members  chosen  M''  [John]  Strong,  M""  [Thomas]  Chandler  and  M'' 
[Abraham]  Jackson. 

M""  [William]  Page  desired  leave  of  absence — Granted. 

Adjourned  until  tomorrow  morning  9  °Clock. 

FRIDAY  Feby  15'"  ^j^^ 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  to  reverse  a  certain  judgment  therein 
named"  was  Read  &  passed  the  House. 

A  petition  signed  Gideon  Brownson  and  Eben"'  Allen  was  Read 
and  Referred  to  a  Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same  under  considera- 
tion and  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M''  [Matthew]  Lyon,  M'' 
Jesse  Safford  and  M""  [Thomas]  Chandler. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  Pay-Roll  of  Capt. 
Nehemiah  Lovewell'  brought  in  their  Report  which  was  Read  and 
Ordered  to  be  Recommitted  and  that  said  Com'^^  join  a  Committee  from 
the  Council  and  make  Report. 

On  motion  made 

Resolved  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  Committee  appointed 
last  Session  on  the  petition  of  Timothy  Andrus  and  Elijah  Hinman 
agents  for  the  townships  of  Guildhall,  Lunenburgh  &c.  The  members 
chosen  M''  [John]  Barret  and  M""  [Ebenezer]  Bruster — And  that  M' 
[Benjamin]  Giles  and  M''  [John]  Shepherdson  be  added  to  said  Com- 
mittee in  the  Room  of  M""  [Abel]  Curtis  and  M"'  [Nathan]  Hodges  who 
are  absent. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  to  convey  to  Taylor  Brooks  the  title  of 
this  State  to  50  acres  of  Land  in  Brattleborough"  was  Read  and  passed 
the  House. 

A  pay  Roll  of  Capt.  Frye  Bayley's  Comp^  was  laid  before  the 
House  and  Refered  to  the  Committee  appointed  on  Capt.  Lovewells 
Pay-Roll,  and  that  they  make  Report  to  this  House. 

The  hon'''^  John  Fassett  Esq''  brought  back  from  the  Council  the 
Act  pointing  out  the  office  and  Duty  of  Secretary  of  State  and  gave  the 
Reasons  why  the  Council  did  not  concur  with  it — After  some  debate  M"" 
[Isaac]  Tichenor  was  Requested  to  Redraught  said  Act  and  make  such 
necessary  amendments  as  he  shall  judge  proper  and  lay  the  same  before 
this  House. 

The  Council  sent  back^  the  "Act  reversing  a  certain  judgment  of 
Court  therein  mentioned"  and  requested  that  the  adverse  party  might 
be  notified  to  attend  and  shew  cause  if  any  why  said  Act  should  not 


1.  For  biographical  sketch  of  Captain  Lovewell  see  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  p. 
140. 

2.  This  action  of  the  Council  and  the  refusal  to  concur  with  the  Assembly  as  shown 
in  the  preceding  paragraph,  indicates  that  the  Council  really  performed  the  functions  of 
an  upper  house  and  that  the  Legislature  was  not  in  the  full  sense  of  the  term  a  unicameral 
body. 
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pass — before  it  passed  into  a  Law.  Resolved  that  this  House  agree  with 
the  Request  of  Council. 

Resolved  That  the  petitions  of  WiUiam  Cockburn'  and  Archabald 
Campbell  be  Refered  to  the  Com'^^^  appointed  to  take  under  considera- 
tion the  petition  of  Sam'  Avery  Esq""  &  that  they  Report  thereon  to  this 
House. 

Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  afternoon  then  to  meet  at  the  Meeting 
House  in  this  Town. 

2   "Clock   P.   M. 

Ordered  that  the  petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Thomlinson  [Grafton] 
be  refered  to  the  next  Session  of  Assembly  for  further  consideration. 

A  petition  signed  by  the  Select  men  of  the  town  of  Pownall  was 
Read  and  refered  to  a  Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same  under  con- 
sideration and  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M''  [Edward]  Harris, 
M"'  [Abraham]  Underbill  &  M-"  [John]  Wright. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  Col°  Sam' 
Robinson  brought  in  the  following  Report — viz — 

"That  it  is  their  opinion  that  the  persons  named  in  said  petition 
viz — Serj'  Archelus  Tupper  Silas  Walbridge,  Joseph  Willoughby  Jun'', 
Nath'  Graves  Ammi  Fuller  and  Jesse  Bruster  have  each  of  them  the 
gun  they  have  drew  out  of  this  States  Store  in  lieii  of  their  gunns  lost — 
And  also  that  each  of  them  receive  out  of  said  Store  one  pound  of 
powder  and  four  poun  lead. 

"S.  Mattucks  for  Com'^^". 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a 
Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

A  petition  signed  Frye  Bayley  and  Nehemiah  Lovewell  was  Read 
and  Refered  to  a  Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same  under  Considera- 
tion and  make  Report- — The  members  chosen  M''  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley, 
M""  [Ebenezer]  Drury  and  M"'  Jesse  Safford. 

A  petition  signed  Joshua  Darte  Joseph  Joslin  and  8  others  was 
Read  and  dismissed. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  Day  proceeded  to  choose  a  Com- 
mittee of  three  to  take  the  granting  fees  for  Lands  &c.  The  ballots 
being  taken — 

Gen'  Sam'  Saiford  ] 

Col°  John  Strong  \    were  Elected 

Thomas  Porter  Esq""  J 

M''  [Isaac]  Tichenor  agreeable  to  appointment  brought  in  an  Act 
Entitled  "An  Act  pointing  out  the  office  and  duty  of  Secretary  of  State — 
which  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 


3.     Messrs.  Cockburn  and  Campbell  were  holders  of  New  York  titles  to  Vermont 
lands. 
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An  Act  directing  the  heirship  of  Col°  William  Symes  late  of  Hert- 
ford deceased  Intestate,  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  Gideon 
Brownson  and  Eben''  Allen  brought  in  their  Report  which  was  Read, 
and  thereupon, 

Resolved  that  the  Committee  of  Pay-Table  be  and  they  are  hereby 
directed  to  adjust  the  accounts  of  Capt.  Gideon  Brownson,  Capt.  Eben'' 
Allen  and  Capt.  Benjamin  Hecock'  [Benja.  HickokofHubbardtonjforthe 
Companies  that  were  raised  by  them  in  1776  by  order  of  the  Convention 
of  the  New-Hampshire  grants  and  to  give  orders  on  the  Treasury  for 
what  shall  be  found  due  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  said  Companies — 
Provided  they  give  sufficient  evidence  to  the  Committee  of  Pay  Table 
that  they  have  never  been  paid  for  their  services  from  the  United  States. 

A  petition  signed  Samuel  Covey  [Cary]  and  Samuel  Hovey  was  Read 
and  Refered  to  a  Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same  under  considera- 
tion and  Report  their  opinion  to  this  House — ^The  members  chosen  M"^ 
[Ichabod]  Ormsbee  and  M"'  [James]  Flagg  and  M"'  [Waters]  Chilson. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  9  "Clock. 

SATURDAY  Feb^  i6'»'  1782. 

Ordered  That  M*^  [John]  Strong  be  requested  to  wait  on  the  Gov'' 
and  Council  and  desire  them  to  join  this  House  to  choose  a  Judge  of  the 
Superiour  Court  in  the  room  of  Sam'  Fletcher  Esq'^  who  did  not  accept 
of  his  appointment. 

According  to  the  aforesaid  Request  the  Gov'^  and  Council  joined 
the  House  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

The  ballots  being  taken — 

The  Hon'''*  John  Throop^  Esq''  was  Elected. 

A  petition  signed  Lewis  Walker  in  behalf  of  himself  and  Dan'  Briggs 
Joshua  Priest  and  Francis  Mattison  was  Read  and  dismissed. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  Capt.  Frye 
Bayley  &  Lieut.  Neh*"  Lovewell  brought  in  their  Report  which  was  Read 
&  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  petition 
of  the  Select  men  of  Pownal  brought  in  a  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  dis- 
charging the  town  of  Pownal  from  a  certain  part  of  their  provision  tax 
therein  described — was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

Whereas  Silas  Walbridge  Joseph  Willoughby  Jun''  Nath'  Grave, 
Ammi  Fuller  and  Jesse  Bruster  were  captivated  by  the  Enemy  in  Ocf 
last  and  lost  their  arms  and  accoutrements — ^Therefore, 

Resolved  that  they  have  in  lieu  thereof  the  guns  by  them  severally 
drawn  out  of  this  States  Store — And  that  Ezekiel  Bruster  have  the  Gun 


1.  See  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  pp.  140-141. 

2.  Bezaleel  Woodward  having  declined  to  serve  as  a  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court, 
Simeon  Olcott  was  elected.  Mr.  Olcott  resigned  and  Samuel  Fletcher  was  elected  his 
successor.     Mr.  Fletcher  refused  to  accept  the  position  and  Mr.  Throop  was  chosen. 
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by  him  drawn  out  of  said  Store,  in  lieu  of  the  gun  by  him  lent  to  Sero-* 
Tupper  which  was  lost  at  the  same  time  and  that  the  keeper  of  said 
Store  be  and  is  hereby  further  directed  to  deliver  to  each  of  the  above 
named  persons  one  pound  of  powder  and  four  pound  of  Lead. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  Sam'  Cary 
and  Sam'  Hovy  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — "That  it  appears 
to  us  that  the  prayer  of  said  petition  ought  to  be  answered  and  that  the 
petitioners  receive  the  wages  of  their  sons  till  the  expiration  of  the  time 
they  engaged  in  service  of  this  State  under  Capt.  Nelson. 

James    Flagg    for    Com"^". 

The  above  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill 
be  brought  in  accordingly — (This  Report  Reconsidered  see  Feb^  iB"" 
Inst. — page — ). 

A  pay  Roll  of  Capt.  Frye  Bayleys  Company  in  Col°  Olcotts  Reg' 
employed  in  scouting,  and  was  Refered  to  the  Committee  appointed  to 
take  under  consideration  the  Pay  Roll  of  Capt.  Nehemiah  Lovewell, 
was  Returned  by  said  Committee  without  any  Report,  and  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  pay  Roll  of  Capt.  Nehe- 
miah Lovewell  brought  in  their  Report  which  was  Read  and  thereupon, 

Resolved  That  the  officers  and  Soldiers  belonging  to  Capt.  Neh™ 
Lovewells  Company  raised  in  Feb^  1780  on  the  West  side  of  Connecti- 
cut River  be  allowed  pay  while  in  service  out  of  the  Treasury  of  this 
State  equal  to  the  other  troops  raised  by  this  State,  and  the  Committee 
of  Pay-Table  are  hereby  directed  to  adjust  the  same  agreeable  to  this 
Resolution. 

Adjourned  until  next  monday  10  "Clock  in  the  morning. 

MONDAY  Feb^  18'"  1782. 

Ordered  that  M"^  [Thomas]  Chandler  be  requested  to  wait  on  his 
Excellency  the  Gov"'  and  desire  him  to  lay  before  this  House  a  copy  of  the 
letter  that  produced  the  one  from  Gen'  Washington'  of  Jan^"  i^*^  1782 — 
Likewise  the  original  letter  from  Gen'  Washington,  with  the  Resolution 
of  Congress  of  the  21^'  of  Aug*^  1781. 

On  motion  made 

Resolved  that  the  Governor  and  Council  be  requested  to  join  this 
House  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  at  two  oclock  in  the  afternoon,  to 
take  under  consideration  the  above  mentioned  letters  and  Resolution 
and  the  letter  from  Gen'  Wolcott  &c. 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  in  the  afternoon. 


I.  The  text  of  General  Washington's  letter,  dated  Jan.  i,  1782,  may  be  found  in 
Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  pp.  353-355;  and  the  resolution  of  Congress  to  which  refer- 
ence is  made,  on  p.  320  of  the  same  volume. 
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2  °Clock  P.  M. 

On  motion  made, 

Resolved  to  Reconsider  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  petition 
of  Capt.  Frye  Bayley  &  Lieut.  Neh'"  Lovewell  which  was  accepted  the 
16*''  Instant  and  Ordered  that  said  petition  be  Recommitted  and  that 
two  members  be  added  to  said  Committee — The  members  chosen  M'' 
[Isaac]  Tichenor  and  M""  [Thomas]  Chandler. 

Resolved  to  Reconsider  the  Report  of  Committee  on  the  petition  of 
Sam'  Cary  and  Sam'  Hovey  which  was  accepted  the  16"^  and  that,  said 
petition  of  Sam'  Cary  and  Sam'  Hovey  be  and  is  hereby  dismissed. 

A  petition  signed  Jonathan  Farnsworth  was  Read  and  Refered  to 
a  Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make 
Report — The  members  chosen  M""  [Benjamin]  Whipple,  JVP  [Davenport] 
Phelps  and  M^  [Martin]  Powell. 

A  petition  signed  Sam'  Herrick  and  Benj '^  Wait  was  Read  and  Re- 
fered to  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council 
to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make  Report — The  members 
chosen  M''  [John]  Wright,  M""  [John]  Strong  and  M'^  [Ebenezer]  Bruster. 

A  petition  signed  Eben*"  Wilson,  Dan'  Sherman  and  Edw''  Veal 
Selectmen  of  Danby  was  Read  &  dismissed. 

A  petition  signed  Dan'  Marsh  was  Read  &  Refered  to  a  Com"*^  of 
five  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make  Report — The 
members  chosen  M''  Burton',  M''  [Samuel]  Mattucks,  M""  J.  Safford, 
M^  [Gideon]  Olin  and  M''  [Benjamin]  Whipple. 

A  petition  signed  Judah  P.  Spooner^  was  Read  &  refered  to  a 
Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  &  make 
Report — The  members  chosen — -M""  [Stephen]  Jacob,  M""  [Edward]  Harris 
and  M""  [Samuel]  Knight. 

The  hon'''^  Moses  Robinson  Esq''  informed  this  House  that  it  was 
the  Request  of  the  Gov"^  &  Council  that  the  meeting  of  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  be  refered  [deferred]  until  tomorrow  morning — which  was 
agreed  to. 

Adjourned  until  tomorrow  morning  9  °Clock. 


TUESDAY  Feby    19'"    1782. 

An  Account  and  petition  signed  by  Elisha  Payne  and  Peter  Olcott 
was  read  and  the  prayer  thereof  granted,  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be 
brought  in  accordingly. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  day  the  Gov''  and  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives  formed  themselves  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 


1.  No  member  of  this  name  appears  In  the  list  of  members  of  the  Assembly  for  this 
term. 

2.  See  p.  62  of  these  Journals  for  details  of  the  Spooner  claim. 
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to  take  under  consideration  the  Resolution  of  Congress'  of  the  21^'  of 
Aug'  the  Letters  from  Generals  Washington  &  Wolcott  &c.  and  continued 
on  that  business  from  day  to  day  until, 

THURSDAY  FEB"  21='  1782^  when  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  having  disolved  the  House  formed  and  the  Speaker 
resumed  the  Chair. 

A  petition  signed  Joseph  Shawsesqueth  Sachem  of  the  Mohegan 
tribe  of  Indians^  was  Read  and  Refered  to  the  Land  Committee. 

A  petition  signed  Witherlee  Wittum  &  Sons  was  Read  and  refered 
to  a  Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make 
Report — The  members  chosen  M"'  [Edward]  Harris,  M''  [Gideon]  Olin 
and  M"  [Warren]  Cottle. 

Ordered  that  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole  be  refered 
for  further  consideration  until  the  meeting  of  the  House  in  the  afternoon. 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  in  the  afternoon. 

2  "Clock  P.  M. 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  pay  unto  Jonathan  Hunt 
or  order  seven  pounds  four  shillings  in  silver  money — And  unto  Peter 
Olcott  three  pounds  six  shillings  in  like  money  being  money  by  them 
^severally  advanced  unto  M"'  Abel  Curtis  one  of  the  Agents  now  at  Con- 
gress for  public  use — for  which  said  Curtis  is  to  be  accountable. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  Judah  P. 
Spooner  brought  in  their  Report  which  was  Read  and  accepted  and 
Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

A  petition  signed  Thomas  Bull,  Thomas  Barney  and  Jonathan 
Saxton  and  Martin  Powell  was  Read  and  Refered  to  a  Committee  of 
Three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make  Report  of  their 
opinion  with  the  facts  to  this  House — The  members  chosen  M''  [Gideon] 
Oiin,  M'  [Thomas]  Chandler  and  M^  [John]  Sargeants. 

M""  [Micah]  Townshend  Sec^  [of  State]  made  a  request  to  this  House 
that  a  Committee  might  be  appointed  to  give  him  some  directions  re- 
specting recording  the  former  Laws  of  this  State — whereupon, 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  for  that  purpose — ■ 


1.  The  resolution  to  which  reference  is  made  declared  that  an  indispensable  prelimi- 
nary to  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Vermont  and  admission  to  the  Federal 
Union  would  be  an  explicit  relinquishment  of  any  claim  to  jurisdiction  over  territory 
annexed  from  New  York  and  New  Hampshire,  the  Eastern  Union  and  the  Western 
Union  so-called.  This  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Continental  Congress,  Aug.  20, 
1 78 1,  and  was  reconsidered  and  again  adopted  on  the  following  day,  Aug.  21,  178 1. 
See  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  pp.  320  and  380.  The  records  of  the  Council  (Gover- 
nor and  Council,  vol.  2,  p.  141)  show  that  the  discussion  in  committee  of  the  whole 
included  "the  relinquishment  of  the  Unions  with  this  State."  This _  discussion  was 
followed  by  a  severance  of  relations  with  the  Eastern  and  the  Western  Unions. — Governor 
and  Council,  vol.  2,  pp.  381-384. 

2.  See  note  p.  324. 
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The  members  chosen  M""  [Isaac]  Tichenor,  M''  [Stephen]  Jacob  and  M' 
[Samuel]  Knight. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  following  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  was  Read  viz — 

"STATE    OF    VERMONT,    BENNINGTON    19'^    FEB>-    1782    10 

OCLOCK  A.  M. 

The  Governor  and  Council  having  joined  the  General  Assembly,  in 
a  Committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  Resolutions  of 
Congress  of  the  7*^^  and  21^'  of  August  last. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Chittenden  Esq""  in  the  Chair. 

The  following  papers  were  Read  by  the  Secret  in  their  order,  viz — 
i^'  The  said  Resolutions  of  the  7"''  and  21^'^  of  August,  and  a  letter 
from  his  Excellency  the  President  of  Congress,  to  his  Excellency  the 
Governor,  enclosing  them. 

2^     A   private   letter   from   his    Excellency   Gen'   Washington,   to   his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  dated,  Philadelphia,  i^' Jan^  1782. 
5"^     A  letter  from  General  Oliver  Woolcott,  to  his  Excellency  the  Gov'' 
dated  18*''  Jan^  1782. 

4^^     A  letter  from  the  Rev'd  Jonathan  Edwards,  to  Noah  Smith.* 
^^^     The  articles  of  Union  with  the  Eastern  &  Western  districts. 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  P.  M. 

Met,  according  to  adjournment. 
6^^     The  proceedings  of  the  Legislature,  in  October  last  upon  the  said 
Resolutions  of  Congress,  were  Read. 

After  some  debate,  adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  9  "Clock. 

20'*^  Feby  9  "Clock. 

Met  agreeable  to  adjournment. 
y*-^     A  letter  from  Col°  [Henry  E.]  LutterlohHo  Maj""  [Joseph]  Fay,  was 
Read;  and  after  some  debate  on  the  business,  adjourned  until  2  "Clock 
P.M. 

2  "Clock  P.  M.  met  according  to  adjournment. 
8*-^     A  letter  from  Gen'  Pattison  to  Maj""  Fay,  was  Read. 

A  motion  was  made  by  M''  [Thomas]  Chandler,  that  the  sense  of  the 
Committee  be  taken  upon  the  following  question  viz: — Whether  Con- 
gress, in  their  Resolutions  of  the  y^^  &  21^'  of  August,  last,  in  guarantee- 
ing, to  the  Respective  States  of  New  York  and  New  Hampshire,  all  the 


1.  The  text  of  the  resolution  relating  to  Vermont,  adopted  Aug.  7,  1781,  may  be 
found  on  p.  157,  Slade's  Vermont  State  Papers. 

2.  Noah  Smith  was  Vermont's  first  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue.  For  biographica 
sketch  see  Crockett's  History  of  Vermont.,  vol.  2,  pp.  478-479. 

3.  Colonel  Lutterloh  was  a  Deputy  Quartermaster  General  in  the  Continental  Army. 
The  town  of  Albany,  was  chartered  as  Lutterloh,  being  named  in  his  honor.  See  State 
Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,   (Vermont  Charters)  pp.  250-251. 
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territory  without  certain  limits  therein  expressed,  has  not  eventually 
determined  the  boundaries  of  this  State? 

"Which  question  being  put,  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  where- 
upon. 

Resolved  that,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,' Congress,  in  their 
Resolutions  of  the  j^^  and  21^'  of  August  last,  in  guaranteeing  to  the 
respective  States  of  New- York  &  New-Hampshire,  all  the  territory 
without  certain  limits  therein  expressed,  have  eventually  determined 
the  boundaries  of  this  State. 

And  Whereas,  it  appears  to  this  Committee  consistent  with  the 
spirit,  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  Articles  of  union  entered  into  by 
this  State  with  the  Inhabitants  of  a  certain  district  of  Country,  on  the 
East  side  of  the  West  bank  of  Connecticut  River,  and  on  the  West  side 
of  a  line  twenty  miles  East  of  Hudsons  River;  (which  articles  of  Union 
were  executed  on  the  23*^  day  of  Feb^  &  the  15""  day  of  June  last  past) 
that  Congress  should  consider,  and  determine,  the  Boundry  lines  of 
this  State — Therefore,  this  Committee  recommend  to  the  Assembly 
of  this  State,  to  pass  Resolutions  declaring  their  acquiescence  in,  and 
accession  to,  the  determination  made  by  Congress  of  the  said  boundary 
lines,  between  the  States  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York,  re- 
spectively, and  this  State,  as  they  are  in  said  Resolutions  defined  and 
described;  and  also,  expressly  relinquishing  all  claim  to,  and  jurisdiction 
of,  and  over,  the  said  Districts  of  Territory,  without  said  boundary  lines, 
and  the  Inhabitants  thereon  residing. 

Confiding  in  the  faith  and  wisdom  of  Congress,  that  they  will, 
immediately,  enter  on  measures  to  carry  into  effect  the  other  matters 
in  said  Resolutions  contained,  and  settle  on  equitable  terms,  whereby 
this  State  may  be  received  into,  and  have  and  enjoy  all  the  protection, 
Rights  and  advantages  of,  a  federal  union  with  the  United  States  of 
America,  as  a  free.  Independent  and  Sovereign  State,  as  is  held  forth 
to  us  in  and  by  said  Resolutions. 

And  this  Committee  do  further  recommend  to  the  Assembly,  that 
they  cause  official  information  of  their  Resolutions  to  be  immediately 
transmitted  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  the  States  of  New 
York  and  New  Hampshire." 

The  aforesaid  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  was  Read  and 
accepted  &  thereupon, 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  Bill  or  Bills  agreeable  to  said  Report, 
and  lay  the  same  before  this  House — The  members  chosen  M''  [Isaac] 
Tichenor,  M""  [Thomas]  Chandler  and  M''  [Samuel]  Knight. 

On  motion  made  by  M''.  Tichenor. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  point  out  some  mode  of  Redress  relative  to  the 
injuries  the  people  of  the  Eastern  and  Western  unions  have  sustained  in 
consequence  of  their  alliance  to  this  State — The  members  chosen  M'' 
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[Stephen]  Jacob,  M'  [Edward]  Harris,  M""  [Martin]  Powell,  M^  [John  W.] 
Dana  and  M"'  [Ezra]  Styles. 

On  motion  made  by  M"^  Styles — 

Resolved  that  this  House  do  Judge  that  the  Articles  of  Union  are 
completely  disolved. 

Ordered  that  the  Clerk  of  this  Assembly  be  &  is  hereby  directed  to 
make  up  the  Debenture  of  the  members  belonging  to  the  late  unions — 
And  lay  the  same  before  this  House  to  morrow   morning. 

Adjourned  until  nine  oclock  to  morrow  morning. 

FRIDAY  Feb"  22'^  1782. 

The  Clerk  requested  to  be  directed  particularly  respecting  making 
up  the  Debenture  of  M*^  [William]  Page  and  M"^  [Daniel]  Jones — There- 
fore, 

Ordered  that  the  Debenture  of  M"^  Page  and  M"^  Jones  be  made  up 
for  the  days  only  that  they  answered  to  their  respective  names. 

A  Debenture  of  the  Members  belonging  to  the  Eastern  and  Western 
Unions  that  have  attended  this  Assembly  the  present  Session,  was  Read 
&  passed  the  House  And  Ordered  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby 
directed  to  pay  the  same. 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be  and  is  hereby  directed 
to  pay  to  Judah  P.  Spooner  upon  account  as  soon  as  may  be,  forty 
pounds  in  silver,  in  lieu  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  bushels  of  wheat  due  to 
said  Spooner  from  this  State,  And  that  the  Committee  for  receiving  the 
fees  for  the  grants  of  Land  give  the  said  Judah  P.  Spooner  credit  for  the 
sum  of  fifty  pounds  silver  money  towards  any  grant  of  land  he  may  pro- 
cure from  this  State  which  sums  are  in  full  of  the  5'^  article  of  the  agree- 
ment' entered  into  between  Stephen  R.  Bradley  Esq"^  on  behalf  of  this 
State  and  Timothy  Green  of  New-London  dated  3*^  July  1780. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  to  relinquish  the  claims  to  the  Territories 
therein  mentioned"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

Ordered  that  M""  Drury  be  requested  to  wait  on  the  Governor  & 
Council  and  desire  them  to  join  this  House  to  determine  the  Report  and 
petition  of  Timothy  Andrus  &c. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  Thomas  Bull, 
Thomas  Barney  &c.  brought  in  their  Report  which  was  Read  and  ac- 
cepted and  said  petition  dismissed  accordingly. 

The  Governor  and  Council  waited  on  the  House  and  requested 
that  they  would  proceed  to  public  business  of  importance  to  the  State 
&c. 

On  motion  made — 

Resolved  that  this  House  will  proceed  to  choose  by  joint  ballot  with 


I.     The  text  of  a  resolution  ratifying  the  agreement  between  Stephen  R.  Bradley  and 
Timothy  Green  may  be  found  in  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  p.  38. 
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the  Governor  and  Council  three  persons  to  transact  the  public  business 
of  this  State  at  Congress — The  ballots  being  taken 

The  hon'''^  Moses  Robinson 

Paul  Spooner  Esquires  and 
Isaac  Tichenor  Esq"^  were  Elected. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  Jonathan 
Farnsworth  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — 

"That  the  petitioner  contracted  with  Crean  Brush  for  the  Lands 
described  in  said  petition  agreeable  to  the  tenor  thereof,  for  which  lands 
part  of  the  payment  viz  £11 — was  made  by  said  petitioner  at  the  time 
of  the  contract;  that  the  petitioner  by  reason  of  said  Brush's  leaving  the 
Country  before  the  time  agreed  upon  for  paying  the  remainder  of  the 
money  (which  he  had  procured  and  kept  in  Readiness)  was  unable  to 
obtain  a  deed  of  said  lands  agreeable  to  contract — That  the  petitioner  is 
now  settled  and  has  made  considerable  improvements  on  said  lands 
which  being  the  case  your  Com'^^  are  of  opinion  that  upon  his  paying 
£61  to  the  Treasy  of  this  State  in  silver  money  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
ought  to  be  granted — B.  Whipple  for  Com*^^^". 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that 
a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  afternoon. 

2  "Clock  P.  M. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  Dan'  Marsh' 
brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — 

"That  having  taken  into  consideration  said  petition  and  heard  all 
the  evidence  and  weighing  the  attending  circumstances,  they  cannot 
find  that  the  conduct  of  said  Marsh  has  been  enimical  to  his  Country 
and  that  in  their  opinion  the  said  Marsh  after  taking  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance to  this  State  ought  to  be  allowed  to  return  to  the  peaceable 
enjoyment  of  his  farm  in  Clarendon. 

E.    Burton  for    Com'^^". 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  &  Ordered  that  a  Bill 
be  brought  in  accordingly. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Recommitted  the  petition  of  Capt. 

Frye  Bayley  &  Lieut.  Neh.  Lovewell  brought  in  their  Report  which 
was  Read,  and  thereupon 

Resolved  that  the  Com*^^  of  Pay-Table  be  and  are  hereby  directed 
to  allow  the  sum  of  £24  to  Capt.  Frye  Bayley  and  to  Lieut.  Nehemiah 
Lovewell  the  sum  of  £12.  being  for  rations  due  to  them  on  ace*  and  that 
an  order  be  drawn  on  the  Treasury  accordingly. 


I.     See  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  i,  p.  23;  vol.  2,  pp.  8,  10.     Marsh  afterward  re- 
presented the  town  of  Clarendon  in  the  General  Assembly  for  several  years. 
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The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  mode  for  redressing  the 
people  in  the  Eastern  and  Western  Unions  &c.  brought  in  the  following 
Report — viz — 

"That  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  Com'^^  that  some  proper  persons 
be  immediately  sent  to  those  officers  who  are  now  arresting  and  making 
prisoners  every  person  they  can  find,  who  have  heretofore  been  active 
in  joining  this  State,  requesting  and  entreating  them  to  suspend  the 
execution  of  Law  until  the  aforementioned  persons  can  have  time  to 
petition  the  Assembly  of  N.  York  to  be  Restored,  and  shewing  their 
willingness  to  return  to  their  allegiance  to  said  State- — ^Provided  the 
Legislature  should  pass  an  Act  of  grace — And  also  that  a  petition  be 
presented  by  our  Agents  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  praying 
them  to  interpose  by  recommending  to  the  States  of  New  Hampshire 
and  New  York  to  pass  acts  of  oblivion  in  their  behalf — Joseph  Bowker 
forCom'^^". 

The  above  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  so  far  as  it  relates  the 
people  of  the  late  Western  Union  &  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in 
Accordingly. 

Resolved  that  Gen'  Sam'  Safford,  Ezra  Styles  Esq''  and  Gen'  Roger 
Enos  be  and  they  are  hereby  requested  forthwith  to  repair  with  suitable 
Instructions  from  the  Council  to  the  Western  District  to  prosecute  the 
intentions  of  the  aforesaid  Report. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  Timothy 
Andrus  and  Elijah  Hinman  Agents  for  Guildhall,  Maidstone  &c.  brought 
in  the  following  Report  viz — 

"That  they  find  after  a  Candid  hearing  of  the  parties,  that  one 
Hubbertus  Neal  by  order  of  Gov*"  Wentworth  some  time  in  the  year 
1762  or  1763  made  a  surve}^  of  Connecticut  River  from  the  mouth  of 
Ammanoosuck  River  to  the  mouth  of  Israels  River,  so  called,  which  he 
then  supposed  to  be  thirty  miles,  but  on  a  more  accurate  attention  to 
the  plan  found  the  distance  to  be  but  twenty-six  miles  and  half — that 
afterwards  by  order  of  said  Governor  Wentworth  the  said  Neal  marked 
out  different  lines  on  the  plan  by  which  he  fixed  the  corner  of  Guildhall 
three  miles  and  about  an  half  up  Connecticut  River  from  the  mouth  of 
Israels  River,  agreeable  to  which  plan  altered  as  aforesaid  it  appears  that 
Gov""  Wentworth  made  out  the  grant  of  Guildhall,  and  afterwards 
granted  the  towns  adjacent  predicated  upon  the  boundaries  of  Guildhall 
as  aforesaid — Also  that  the  Settlers  in  the  several  towns  adjacent  did 
take  possession  of  said  land  agreeable  to  the  aforementioned  boundaries 
— And  that  for  a  number  of  years  have  continued  to  make  improve- 
ments accordingly. 

"It  farther  appears  from  evidence  that  the  Surveyor  General 
found  the  distance  from  the  mouth  of  Ammanoosuck  River  to  the  mouth 
of  Israels  River  to  be  30  miles  on  a  straight  line,  and  from  the  mouth 
of  Israels  River  to  a  certain  stake  and  stones  commonly  accepted  as  the 
corner  of  Guildhall,  he  found  the  distance  to  be  about  three  and  a  half 
miles  which  according  to  that  survey  fixes  the  reputed  corner  of  Guild- 
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hall  333^  miles  from  the  mouthofAmmanoosuck  River.  Therefore  Beg 
leave  to  Report  as  their  opinion  that  the  South  Eastly  corner  of  the 
township  of  Guildhall  ought  to  be  and  remain  at  a  stake  and  stones  three 
miles  and  an  half  up  the  River  Connecticut  from  the  mouth  of  Israels 
River  agreeable  to  an  Act  of  this  Legislature  passed  at  Bennington  in 
June  last  Entitled  An  Act  establishing  the  boundary  between  Guildhall 
and  Lunenburgh — reference  thereto  being  had. 

J.  Fassett  for  Com**^^". 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  on  motion  made 

Resolved  that  the  Governor  and  Council  be  and  they  are  hereby 
requested  to  join  this  House  in  determining  the  aforesaid  Report — 
According  to  the  Request  of  this  House  the  Gov''  &  Council  joined 
the  House  to  determine  said  Report — and  after  hearing  the  parties, 
and  some  debate — The  question  was  put — Whether  said  Report  should 
be  accepted — And  it  passed  in  the  affirmative — And  the  petition  of 
Timothy  Andrus  and  Elijah  Hinman  Agents  in  behalf  of  Guildhall, 
Maidstone  &c.  was  dismissed. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  enabling  Daniel  Marsh  late  a  Prisoner 
taken  by  American  troops  from  within  the  Enemy's  lines  to  return  to 
his  farm  in  Clarendon  and  take  peaceable  possession  thereof"  was  Read 
and  passed  the  House. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  9  °Clock. 

SATURDAY  Feb^  23 ^  1782. 

Adjourned  fifteen  minutes,  then  to  meet  at  the  Court-House  in 
this  town. 

On  motion  made 

Resolved  that  the  Governor  and  Council  be  and  they  are  hereby 
requested  to  take  the  case  of  Asa  Baldwin  into  their  consideration,  and 
if  they  judge  best,  that  said  Baldwin  should  have  a  trial  to  give  orders 
accordingly — if  not  that  his  papers  and  property  be  delivered  up  to  him 
the  said  Baldwin. 

A  petition  signed  Seth  Smith  and  another  signed  Joseph  Burt  were 
Read  and  refered  to  a  Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same  under 
consideration  and  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M""  [John] 
Barret,  M''  [Thomas]  Chandler  and  M""  [Edward]  Harris. 

The  Council  returned  the  Act  enabling  Daniel  Marsh  late  a  Prisoner 
&c.  not  concurred  with;  which  Act  was  again  Read  and  passed  into  a 
Law. 

A  petition  signed  Joseph  Carver,  Joseph  Hoskins  and  three  others 
was  read  and  Refered  unto  a  Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same  under 
consideration  and  make  Report — ^The  members  chosen  M""  Higley, 
[Brewster  Higley]  M''  [Jonathan]  Underwood  and  M""    [Lemuel]  Buck. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petitions  of  Samuel  Avery 
brought  in  their  Report  which  was  Read  and  Ordered  that  the  same  be 
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Recommitted  and  that  five  persons  be  added  to  said  Committee — 
The  members  chosen  M""  [Wareham]  Gibbs,  M^  Bradley,  M--  [Martin] 
Powell,  M''  Smith  and  M""  ;Thomas]  Kinnee. 

The  following  Resolution   of   the  Board    of  War  was  Read — viz — 

"In  Board  of  War  Feby  22  1782 

Resolved  That  it  be  and  is  hereby  Recommended  to  the  hon'''«  the 
Gen'  Assembly  now  sitting  in  Bennington  that  this  State  raise  one  Bat- 
tallion  consisting  of  514  men  officers  included  for  the  defence  of  this 
State  the  ensuing  Campaign,  to  be  commanded  by  one  Lieut.  Col° 
Com*^*^  one  Maj"'  8  Captains  and  16  Subalterns,  that  they  continue  in 
service  till  the  15"'  day  of  Dec''  next  unless  sooner  discharged — ^That 
each  town  in  this  State  raise,  equip  and  pay  their  equal  proportion  of  the 
afores'd  Battalion  according  to  their  lists  given  into  the  Assembly  in 
Ocf  1781 — That  the  Gen'  Assembly  appoint  some  suitable  person  to  re- 
pair immediately  to  Maj^  Gen'  Heath';  or  to  the  Command^  officer  of 
the  Northern  department,  and  Request  him  to  furnish  this  State  with 
2CX)0  Continental  arms  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  ammunition.  And 
that  the  Fort  at  Pittsford  be  removed  to  Capt.  Jon*^**  Fassets  house  in  said 
Pittsford. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  John  Fasset  Sec^  P.  T. 

Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  afternoon. 

2  "Clock  P.  M. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Seth  Smith^ 
brought  in  the  following  Report — viz — 

"That  it  is  their  opinion  that  from  the  evidence  they  had  before 
them,  the  prayer  of  said  petition  ought  to  be  granted,  he  the  said  Smith 
being  subject  to  a  trial  for  a  Riot. 

"John  Barret  for  Com'^*". 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  Joseph  Burt 
brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — 

"That  they  find  by  satisfactory  evidence  that  the  said  Burt  had 
Seth  Smith  before  the  Court  the  time  mentioned  in  said  petition. 
Therefore  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted — 

John  Barret  for  Com'^^". 

The  aforesaid  Reports  were  Read  and  Ordered  that  Bills  be  brought 
in  accordingly. 


1.  General  Heath  was  in  command  of  the  Hudson  River  forts  until  the  end  of  the 
war. 

2.  Seth  Smith  had  appeared  before  Congress  with  the  approval  of  Governor  Clinton 
of  New  York,  as  the  representative  of  Guilford  and  Brattleboro.  See  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil, vol.  2,  pp.  372-373- 
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The  House  took  under  consideration  the  Resolution  of  the  Board 
of  War  as  Recorded  in  page  82 — and  after  some  time  spent  in  debating 
thereon, 

Resolved  there  be  raised  for  the  ensuing  Campaign  300  men'  officers 
included  for  the  defence  of  this  State.  And  that  non  Commissioned 
officers  and  privates  be  raised  and  paid  by  the  different  towns  agreeable 
to  their  list  returned  last  October — And  that  the  Commissioned  officers 
receive  their  pay  out  of  this  States  Treasury — and  that  the  Gov''  and 
Council  be  and  they  are  hereby  requested  to  write  to  Gen'  Washington 
and  desire  him  to  furnish  2000  arms  and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  ammuni- 
tion for  the  use  of  this  State. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  ten  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  Report  their  opinion  what  number  of  Commiss'd 
officers  ought  to  be  appointed  to  command  the  troops  to  be  raised  as 
aforesaid — And  bring  in  a  nomination  of  such  officers  to  be  appointed — 
except  the  Field  officers  which  are  to  be  appointed  by  Ballot — The 
members  chosen  M''  [Matthew]  Lyon,  M""  [Gideon]  Olin,  M""  [Benjamin] 
Whipple,  M^  [Samuel]  Mattucks,  M^  [John]  Sargent  M'  [Zadock] 
Granger,  M'  [Elisha]  Burton,^  M^  [Thomas]  Chandler,  M--  [Ichabod] 
Ormsbee  &  M""  [Timothy]  Bartholomew. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  prepare  instructions  for  the  agents  that  are 
appointed  to  wait  on  Congress — and  make  Report — The  members  chosen 
M'  [Thomas]  Chandler,  M^  [Micah]  Townshend,  M^  [John]  Strong,  M"" 
[Samuel]  Knight  and  M''  [Matthew]  Lyon. 

Ordered  that  M"^  Townshend  be  and  is  hereby  requested  to  prepare 
a  Bill  laying  a  fine  on  members  that  shall  be  absent  at  adjournments. 

M"^  [Martin]  Powell  Requested  leave  of  absence  until  monday  next — 
Granted. 

On  motion  made 

Resolved  that  M*"  Powell  be  and  is  hereby  dismissed  from  the  Com'*' 
appointed  on  the  petitions  of  Sam'  Avery — And  that  M'^  [John]  Strong 
and  M*^  [Abraham]  Jackson  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  to  join 
said  Committee  in  the  room  of  M''  Powell  and  M*"  [Benjamin]  Giles. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Bill  agreeable  to  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  of  the  whole  brought  in  the  following  Resolutions 
which  were  Read  and  passed  into  Resolutions  of  this  House  viz — 

The  Recommendation  of  the  Grand  Committee  consisting  of  the 
Governor,  Council  and  Assembly  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  to  take 
into  consideration  the  Resolutions  of  Congress  of  August  last  being  Read 
as  follows — viz — 


1.  The  text  of  the  act  passed  may  be  found  in  Slade's  Vermont  State  Papers,  pp. 
446-448.     It  provides  for  raising  three  hundred  men  from  the  several  towns,  but  excepts 
the  Connecticut  River  towns  north  of  Barnet.     The  men  were  to  be  ready  for  service  by 
April  15,  1782,  and  to  continue  in  service  until  Dec.  15  of  the  same  year  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged. 

2.  See  note  i,  p.  18  of  this  Journal. 
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"Resolved  that  In  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  Congress  in  their 
Resolutions  of  August  last  in  guaranteeing  to  the  respective  States  of 
New  York  and  New  Hampshire  all  the  territory  without  certain  limits 
therein  expressed  have  eventually  determined  the  boundaries  of  this 
State. 

"And  Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Committee  consistent  with  the 
spirit,  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  Articles  of  Union  entered  into  by 
this  State  with  the  Inhabitants  of  a  certain  district  of  Country  on  the 
East  side  of  the  West  Banks  of  Connecticut  River  and  on  the  West  side 
of  a  line  twenty  miles  east  of  Hudsons  River  which  articles  of  union 
were  executed  the  25*''  day  of  Feb^  and  i^^^  day  of  June  last  past,  that 
Congress  should  consider  and  determine  the  boundary  lines  of  this  State. 
"Therefore  this  Committee  recommend  to  the  Legislature  of  this 
State  to  pass  Resolutions  declaring  their  acquiessence  in  and  accession 
to  the  determination  made  by  Congress  of  the  boundary  lines  between 
the  States  of  New-Hampshire  and  New  York  respectively — and  this 
State  as  they  are  in  said  Resolutions  defined  and  described  and  also 
expressly  relinquishing  all  claim  to  and  jurisdiction  over  the  said  district 
of  territory  without  said  Boundary  lines  and  the  inhabitants  thereon 
residing. 

"Confiding  in  the  faith  and  wisdom  of  Congress  that  they  will 
immediately  enter  on  measures  to  carry  into  effect  the  other  matters 
in  said  Resolutions  contained,  and  settle  on  equitable  terms  whereby 
this  State  may  be  received  into  and  have  and  enjoy  all  the  protection, 
rights  and  advantages  of  a  Federal  Union  with  the  United  States  of 
America,  as  a  free,  Independant  and  Sovereign  State,  as  is  held  forth  to 
us  in  and  by  said  Resolutions — 

"And  this  Committee  do  further  recommend  to  the  Legislature  that 
they  cause  official  information  of  their  Resolutions  to  be  transmitted 
immediately  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  and  to  the  States  of 
New  York  &  New  Hampshire." 

Resolved  that  the  same  be  complied  with  and  thereupon, 
Resolved  that  the  West  bank  of  Connecticut  River  &  a  line  beginning 
at  the  north  west  corner  of  the  Massachusetts  State,  from  thence  north- 
ward twenty  miles  east  of  Hudsons  River  as  specified  in  the  Resolutions 
of  August  last  shall  be  considered  as  the  east  and  west  boundaries  of  this 
State  And  that  this  Assembly  do  hereby  Relinquish  all  claim  and  de- 
mand to  and  Right  of  Jurisdiction  in  and  over  any  and  every  district  of 
territory  without  said  boundary  lines; — And  that  authenticated  copies 
of  this  Resolution  be  forthwith  officially  transmitted  to  Congress  and  the 
States  of  New  Hampshire  and  New- York  respectively — 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  Witherlee 
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Wittum'  and  Sons  brought  in  their  Report  which  was  Read  and  ac- 
cepted and  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  petitions 
for  and  situation  of  the  vacant  Lands  brought  in  the  following  Report 
viz — 

"That  after  a  candid  hearing  of  the  several  petitioners,  they  are  of 
opinion  That  there  be  granted  unto  the  Rev'd  Jon'**  Edwards^,  W™ 
Sam'  Johnson^,  Charles  Chancyi  Esq"  and  Associates  sixty  five 'in 
number  one  township^  six  miles  square  lying  north  of  and  adjoining  to 
Fletcher. 

"That  there  be  granted  unto  Timothy  and  Daniel  Brown  Esq" 
and  associates  65  in  number  one  township*  six  miles  square — lying 
westerly  of  and  adjoining  the  west  lines  of  Eden,  Hidespark  [Hyde  Park] 
and  Moristown. 

"That  there  be  granted  unto  Gen'  Fletcher  and  Col°  Reed  and 
associates  65  in  number  one  township^  of  the  contents  of  six  miles 
square  lying  southward  of  Fletcher  and  Northward  of  Mansfield. 

"That  there  be  granted  unto  Gen'  Enos  and  Col°  Wait  and  their 
associates  of  Col°  Waits  battallion  65  in  number  one  township*  bounding 
north  on  the  towns  granted  on  Onion  [Winooski]  River  and  easterly  on 
the  Lands  granted  by  this  State  of  the  contents  of  six  miles  square. 

"That  there  be  granted  unto  Col°  Eben""  Walbridge  and  Maj""  Gideon 
Ormsbee  and  associates  65  in  number  35  whereof  are  on  a  schedule  the 
other  30  of  Col°  Fletchers  and  Col°  Walbridges  battallions  one  town- 
ship' of  the  contents  of  six  miles  square,  bounding  Northerly  on  the 
lands  granted  on  Onion  River  and  Easterly  on  the  township  proposed 
to  be  granted  to  Gen'  Enos  and  Col°  Waits  battallion. 


1.  An  act  was  passed  at  this  session  of  the  Legislature  to  stay  the  execution  of  a 
judgment  given  by  the  Superior  Court  against  Witherlee  Wittum,  Malachi  Wittum  and 
Witherlee  Wittum,  Jr.,  in  favor  of  David  Caswell  and  Thomas  White.  A  tract  of  land  in 
Pownal,  by  mistake,  it  is  said,  was  sold  by  the  Court  of  Confiscation.  The  Wittums  sued 
and  recovered  possession  of  their  property  but  the  judgment  was  reversed  in  the  Supe- 
rior   Court. 

2.  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards  was  the  second  son  of  the  famous  theologian  whose  name 
he  bore.     He  was  a  well  known  clergyman  and  the  second  President  of  Union  College. 

3.  William  Samuel  Johnson  was  one  of  the  most  eminent  of  early  Connecticut  law- 
yers. He  was  the  agent  for  Connecticut  in  England  from  1766  to  1771  and  aided  Samuel 
Robinson  in  presenting  to  the  British  government  the  protests  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
New  Hampshire  Grants  against  the  granting  by  the  colony  of  New  York  of  lands  already 
granted  by  New  Hampshire,  purchased  in  good  faith,  cleared  and  tilled.  He  was  at  one 
time  a  United  States  Senator  from  Connecticut.  He  was  also  the  first  President  of  Colum- 
bia College,  his  father  having  been  President  of  the  institution  in  the  colonial  period,  when 
it  was  known  as  King's  College. 

4.  Charles  Chancy  for  sixty  years  was  pastor  of  the  First  Church  of  Boston. 

5.  This  township  was  named  Johnson  and  may  have  derived  its  names  from  William 
Samuel  Johnson. 

6.  This  is  a  reference  to  the  township  of  Brownington. 

7.  This  is  a  reference  to  the  township  of  Sterling. 

8.  This  is  a  reference  to  the  township  of  Waitslield. 

9.  This  is  a  reference  to  the  township  of  Fayston. 
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That  there  be  granted  to  Capt^  John  Powell,  Nehemiah  Lovewell, 
William  Douglass  and  Lieut.  Sam'  Beach  and  associates  65  in  number 
one  township*  of  the  contents  of  six  miles  square  bounding  southerly  on 
Philadelphia  and  Westerly  on  land  granted  by  New-Hampshire. 

"That  there  be  granted  unto  Justice     [Justus]  Rose  and  Capt. 
[Uriah]  Seymour  and  associates  65  in  number  one    township^    of  the 
contents  of  six  miles  square  bounding  Eastward  on  Victory. 

"That  there  be  granted  to  Col°  Arnold  and  associates  65  in  number 
one  township^  of  the  contents  of  six  miles  square  bounding  southward 
on  Lynden  [Lyndon]. 

"That  there  be  granted  to  the  Mohegan  tribe  of  Indians  who 
now  live  at  Stockbridge  [Mass.]  a  township''  of  Land  contigious  to  the 
small  lakes  or  ponds  southward  of  Lake  Memphremagog,  and  as  soon 
as  an  accurate  survey  of  that  part  of  the  State  can  be  made  that  the 
same  be  located  which  township  is  in  lieu  of  a  township  heretofore 
granted  to  them  and  which  is  by  the  agreement  of  this  State  to  the 
western  boundary  line  as  settled  by  Congress  without  the  Jurisdiction 
of  this  State. 

"That  there  be  granted  to  John  Wheeler  and  associates  a  tract  of 
land^  bounded  north  on  Lunenburgh  and  South  on  Concord  being 
about  four  miles  wide  northerly  of  said  Concord  and  extending  six 
miles  in  length  from  the  River  being  the  contents  of  two  thirds  of  six 
miles  square. 

"That  there  be  granted  unto  Amos  Green  and  Sam'  Moulton  and 
associates  a  tract  of  land*  bounding  south  on  the  North  line  of  the 
Massachusetts  and  West  on  Readsborough  containing  5000  acres. 

"That  there  be  granted  to  Capt.  Dan'  Smith  and  Associates  ten 
in  number  a  gore^  of  land  bounding  Northerly  on  Monkton  and 
Southerly  on  New-Haven. 

"That  there  be  granted  unto  Edward  Aikin  and  associates  six  in 
number  a  gore*  south  of  Landgrove  and  North  of  Jamaica  containing 
845  acres. 

"That  there  be  granted  unto  Gen'  Sam'  Safford  and  associates 
eighteen  in  number  such  part  of  the  gore'  lying  between  Littleton, 
Concord  and  Walden  as  will  make  them  Rights  equal  in  quantity  with 
the  other  Rights  in  six  miles  square  townships  and  that  the  said  tract 
be  added  to  Walden. 


1.  This  is  a  reference  to  the  township  of  Goshen. 

2.  This  is  a  reference  to  the  township  of  Burke. 

3.  This  is  a  reference  to  the  township  chartered  as  Biliymead,  the  name  of  which 
afterward  was  changed  to  Sutton. 

4.  This  is  a  reference  to  the  township  of  Marshfield,  granted  to  the  Mohegan  or  Stock- 
bridge  tribe  of  Indians. 

5.  This  is  a  reference  to  the  township  of  Canaan. 

6.  This  is  a  reference  to  a  district  granted  under  the  name  of  Whitingham  Gore. 

7.  This  is  a  reference  to  New  Haven  Gore. 

8.  This  is  a  reference  to  Aikin's  Gore. 

9.  This  is  a  reference  to  Walden  Gore. 
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"That  there  be  granted  unto  Lieut.  Johnson  and  Associates  thirty- 
three  in  number  a  gore'  of  land  bounding  West  on  Jamaica,  North  and 
East  on  ThomHnson  and  Athens  containing  about  5045  acres. 

"That  there  be  granted  unto  James  Anderson  and  associates  ten 
in  number  including  those  who  have  made  improvements  thereon,  a 
gore*  of  land  east  of  Londonderry  containing  about  1280  acres. 

That  there  be  granted  unto  Edward  Harris  Esq""  and  associates 
seventeen  in  number  so  much  of  the  gore^  of  land  lying  West  of  Peacham 
and  Groton  as  will  make  them  Rights  equal  in  quantity  with  Rights 
in  six  miles  square  towns. 

"That  there  be  granted  unto  Bezaleel  Woodward  Esq""  and  as- 
sociates twelve  in  number  a  gore*  of  land  bounded  north  on  the  line  of 
the  Lattitude  45''-N.  East  on  Connecticut  River  and  south  on  Leming- 
ton — containing  about  iioo  acres. 

"That  there  be  granted  unto  Gen'  Peter  Olcott  and  associates  the 
gore^  of  land  between  Newbury  and  Topsham. 

Your  Committee  would  further  Report  that  as  there  are  a  number 
of  towns  granted  the  bounds  of  which  are  not  ascertained  and  as  no 
complete,  accurate  plan  can  at  present  be  procured  they  view  it  to  be 
dangerous  granting  any  more  lands,  than  Reported  as  above  least  they 
interfer  with  lands  already  granted,  therefore  tho  they  would  not  refuse 
granting  any  Gentlemans  petition  yet  they  would  not  recommend 
granting  any  more  land  this  Session;  all  which  is  humbly  submitted  by 

Paul  Spooner  for  Com'^^". 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that 
Bills  be  brought  in  agreeable  to  said  Report. 

Resolved  that  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  unto  Captains  John 
Powell,  Nehemiah  Lovewell,  William  Douglass,  Lieut.  Sam'  Beach  and 
Company  being  sixty  five  in  number  a  township  of  Land  of  the  contents 
of  six  miles  square  situate  and  lying  in  this  State,  bounded  as  follows 
viz — Southerly  on  Philadelphia*,  Westerly  on  the  Lands  granted  by  New — 
Hampshire — And  as  soon  as  the  Surveyor  Gen'  can  make  out  a  proper 
survey  of  said  township  the  Governor  and  Council  are  hereby  requested 
to  make  out  a  Charter  of  Incorporation  of  said  township  by  the  name  of 
Goshen^  unto  the  said  Powell,  Lovewell,  Douglass,  Beach  and  Comp^ 


1.  This  is  a  reference  to  Johnson's  Gore. 

2.  This  is  a  reference  to  Anderson's  Gore. 

3.  This  is  a  reference  to  Harris  Gore. 

4.  The  gore  to  which  reference  is  made  was  known  as  Norfolk.  It  was  afterward 
annexed  to  the  town  of  Canaan. 

5.  This  is  evidently  a  reference  to  Topsham  Gore,  mentioned  in  the  papers  of  Ira 
Allen.  See  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  i  (Index  to  the  Papers  of  the  Surveyor  General), 
pp.   109,    146. 

6.  See  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2  (Vermont  Charters),  pp.  157-159,  334  for 
references  to  Philadelphia.  The  township  later  was  annexed  in  part  to  Goshen  and  in 
part  to  Chittenden. 

7.  For  charter  of  and  references  to  Goshen  see  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2 
(Vermont  Charters),  pp.  81-83,  296-297. 
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under  such  restrictions  and  reservations  and  for  such  fees  as  they  shall 
judge  best. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  in  addition  to  An  Act  entitled 'An  Act  for 
enabling  communities  to  recover  and  defend  their  common  Rights  &c. " 
was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

A  petition  signed  Comfort  Sever  in  behalf  of  the  Propriety  of  Roy- 
alton  was  Read  and  granted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in 
accordingly. 

An  Act  entitled  An  Act  discharging  Seth  Smith  from  an  Indictment 
found  against  him  at  the  County  Court  of  Windham  County  in  December 
last" — was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  to  discharge  Joseph  Burt  from  a  Recog- 
nizance therein  mentioned" — was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

Resolved  that  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  unto  Lieut.  Moses 
Johnson  and  Company  being  thirty  three  in  number  a  gore  of  Land 
containing  about  five  thousand  and  forty  five  acres  situate  and  lying 
in  this  State  bounded  as  follows  viz — West  on  Jamaica,  North  and  East 
on  Tomlinson  [Grafton]  and  Athens  And  as  soon  as  the  Surveyor  Gen' 
can  make  out  a  proper  survey  of  said  gore'  or  Tract  of  land — The  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  are  hereby  requested  to  make  out  a  Charter  of  In- 
corporation of  said  tract  under  such  restrictions,  reservations  and  for 
such  fees  as  they  shall  judge  best. 

On  motion  made 

Resolved  That  the  petitions  of  William  Cockburn  and  Archabald 
Campbell  be  and  is  hereby  refered  to  the  next  Session  of  Assembly 
for  further  consideration. 

A  petition  signed  John  Wood  and  44  others  and  a  petition  signed 
Asaph  White  and  others  were  Read  and  Refered  to  a  Committee  of  three 
to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make  Report — ^The  members 
chosen  M''  [John]  Shepherdson,  M''  [John]  Sargeants  and  M""  [Zadock] 
Granger. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
Land  office  Committee  and  adjust  their  accounts  as  near  as  possible — 
and  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M''  [Gideon]  Olin,  JVP  [Elisha] 
Burton  &  M^  [Jesse]  Cook. 

A  petition  signed  Nehemiah  Lovewell  praying  for  Col°  Peters  Right 
in  Moortown  [Bradford]  was  Read  and  the  prayer  thereof  granted  & 
Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

Adjourned  until  Monday  morning  io-°Clock. 

MONDAY  Feby  25*^  1782. 
An  motion  made 

Resolved  that  this  House  will  endeavour  to  get  through  with  the 
business  of  the  Session  so  as  to  adjourn  to  morrow  if  possible. 


I.     For  charter  of  and  other  references  to  Johnson's  Gore,  see  State  Papers  of  Ver- 
mont, vol.  2,  pp.  113-114,  and  310. 


Monday,  February  25,   1782  73 

Resolved  that  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  unto  M""  John  Wheeler 
and  Company  a  gore^  or  tract  of  land  lying  and  being  in  this  State  con- 
taining about  two  thirds  of  a  township  six  miles  square,  bounded  North 
on  Lunenburgh  South  on  Concord,  being  about  four  miles  wide  Northerly 
of  said  Concord,  and  extending  six  miles  in  length  from  Connecticut 
River — And  the  Gov""  and  Council  are  hereby  requested  as  soon  as  a 
proper  survey  can  be  made  by  the  Surveyor  Gen'  to  make  out  a  Charter 
of  said  Gore  or  tract  unto  the  said  John  Wheeler  and  Company  under 
such  restrictions,  and  for  such  fees  as  they  shall  judge  best. 

Resolved  that  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  unto  Amos  Green, 
Samuel  Moulton  and  Company  being  sixteen  in  number,  a  gore^  or 
tract  of  land,  situate  and  lying  in  this  State — bounded  as  follows  viz- — 
South  on  the  North  line  of  the  Massachusetts,  and  West  on  Reads- 
borough,  containing  about  five  thousand  acres^ — And  the  Governor  and 
Council  are  hereby  requested  to  make  out  a  Charter  of  said  Gore  as 
soon  as  the  Surveyor  Gen'  can  make  out  a  proper  survey  of  said  Gore, 
unto  the  said  Green,  Moulton  and  Comp^  under  such  restrictions, 
reservations  and  for  such  fees  as  they  shall  judge  best. 

Resolved  that  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  unto  Gen'  Sam' 
Fletcher,  Col°  Joseph  Reed  and  Comp^'  being  sixty  five  in  number  a 
township  of  land  containing  the  quantity  of  six  miles  square,  situate  and 
lying  in  this  State,  bounded  as  follows  viz — Southward  of  Fletcher  and 
Northward  of  Mansfield — And  the  Governor  and  Council  are  hereby 
requested,  as  soon  as  the  Surveyor  Gen'  can  make  out  a  proper  survey 
of  said  township,  to  make  out  a  Charter  of  Incorporation  of  said  town- 
ship, by  the  name  of  Sterling^  unto  the  said  Fletcher,  Reed  and  Com- 
pany under  such  restrictions,  reservations  and  for  such  fees  as  they  shall 
judge  best. 

Resolved  that  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  unto  Gen'  Roger  Enos, 
Col°  Benj  ^  Wait  and  Comp^  belonging  to  Col°  Waits  Battallion  being 
sixty  five  in  number  a  township  of  Land  containing  the  quantity  of  six 
miles  square  situate  and  lying  in  this  State  bounding  North  on  the 
towns  granted  on  Onion  [Winooski]  River  and  easterly  on  the  lands 
granted  by  this  State — And  the  Governor  and  Council  are  hereby  re- 
quested (as  soon  as  the  Surveyor  General  can  make  out  a  proper  survey 
of  said  township)  to  make  out  a  Charter  of  Incorporation  of  said  town- 
ship unto  the  said  Enos  and  Wait  and  Company  by  the  name  of  Waits- 
FiELD''  under  such  restricitons,  reservations  and  for  such  conditions  and 
fees  as  they  shall  judge  best. 


1.  For  charter  of  and  further  reference  to  the  town  of  Canaan,  see  State  Papers  of 
Vermont,  vol.  2    (Vermont  Charters),  pp.  43-44,  278. 

2.  For  charter  of  and  reference  to  Whitingham  Gore,  see  State  Papers  of  Vermont, 
vol.  2    (Vermont  Charters),  pp.  221-223,  3^9- 

3.  For  charter  of  and  reference  to  Sterling  see  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2  (Ver- 
mont Charters),  pp.  188-190,  351. 

4.  For  charter  of  and  reference  to  Waitsfield  see  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2 
(Vermont  Charters),  pp.   199-201,  359. 
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An  Act  entitled  An  Act  to  stay  the  execution  of  a  judgment  given 
by  the  Superiour  Court  against  Witherlee  Wittum,  Malachi  Wittum 
and  Witherlee  Wittum  Jun''  in  favour  of  David  Caswell  and  Thomas 
White"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
Commissary  Gen' — and  Report  their  opinion  to  this  House,  how  much 
provision  will  be  necessary  to  be  raised  for  the  ensuing  campaign,  and 
in  what  manner  the  same  shall  be  raised — The  members  chosen,  M"" 
[Ichabod]  Ormsbee,  M^  [Edward]  Harris,  M''  [Brewster]  Higley,  M*" 
[Gideon]  Olin  and  M""  Jesse  Safford. 

A  petition  signed  Tim°  Andrus  and  Elijah  Hinman  agents  for  the 
Proprietors  of  Guildhall  Maidstone  and  eight  other  towns  was  read  and 
Refered  to  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council, 
and  make  Report  of  their  opinion  to  this  House — The  members  chosen 
M'  [John  W.]  Dana,  M'  [Ebenezer]  Willson  and  M''  [Comfort]  Sever. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  to  indemnify  certain  persons  therein 
described"  was  read  and  Ordered  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  said  Act  under  consideration  and  make  Report — The 
members  chosen  M''  [Samuel]  Knight,  M''  [Ichabod]  Ormsbee  and  M"" 
[Daniel]  Taylor. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  to  compel  the  more  punctual  attendance 
of  the  Members  of  the  Gen'  Assembly"  was  read  and  passed  the  House. 

A  petition  signed  Bruster  Higley  and  Reuben  Moulton  Com'^* 
for  Castleton,  and  Eben"^  Drury  and  Nehemiah  Hopkins  Com'^^  for 
Pittsford  was  Read  and  the  prayer  thereof  granted  And  Ordered  that  a 
Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  deduct  out 
of  the  grand  list  of  the  town  of  Thetford  as  doomed  by  the  Assembly  in 
Ocf  A.  D.  1780  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  six  pounds  five 
shillings. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  In- 
structions for  the  Land  office  Committee — and  make  Report — The 
members  chosen  M""  [William]  Ward  M""  [Samuel]  Knight  and  M*" 
[Matthew]  Lyon. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  under 
consideration  the  situation  of  the  paper  currency  and  make  Report — 
The  members  chosen  M""  [Stephen]  Jacobs,  M"'  [Edward]  Harris  and 
M''  [Isaac]  Tichenor. 

A  petition  signed  Matthias  Marsh  was  Read  and  the  prayer  thereof 
granted. 

Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  afternoon. 

2  °Clock  P.  M. 
Upon  the  petition  of  Gen'  Peter  Olcott  &c.  praying  this  Assembly 
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to  grant  unto  him  and  his  associates  a  gore'  or  tract  of  land  lying  between 
the  towns  of  Newbury  and  Topsham  as  p""  said  petition  on  file  appears — 
therefore, 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly  that  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  unto 
the  said  Peter  Olcott  and  his  associates  said  gore  or  tract  of  land  lying 
between  said  towns  of  Newbury  and  Topsham  containing  by  estimation 
twelve  thousand  acres — And  his  Excellency  the  Gov"'  is  directed  and  im- 
powered  to  make  out  to  the  said  Peter  Olcott  and  Associates  a  legal 
charter  of  said  tract  or  gore  of  land  under  such  conditions,  regulations 
and  restrictions  as  the  Governor  and  Council  shall  judge  just  and 
Reasonable. 

An  Act  entitled  An  Act  to  exempt  the  present  Inhabitants  of 
Pittsford  and  Castleton  in  this  State  from  paying  any  Provision  or  Land 
tax^  the  ensuing  year,  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

An  Act  Entitled  an  Act  relinquishing  to  the  proprietors  of  Royalton 
who  are  actual  settlers  the  tax  therein  mentioned,  was  Read  and  passed 
the  House. 

Whereas  Nehemiah  Lovewell  has  petitioned  this  Assembly  setting 
forth  that  in  the  grant  lately  made  by  this  State  of  a  tract  of  land  called 
Moortown  [Bradford]  to  Maj''  John  Barns  [Barron]  and  Comp^  there 
was  a  Reserve  to  the  State  of  all  the  lands  in  said  Moortown  formeily 
belonging  to  and  occupied  by  Col°  John  Peters^,  being  one  whole  Right 
or  share  of  land  in  said  Moortown;  And  praying  that  he  the  said  Nehe- 
miah Lovewell  may  be  allowed  to  purchase  the  land  so  reserved  as  afore- 
said and  that  some  person  or  persons  be  appointed  to  bargain  and  sell 
the  said  lands  to  him  the  said  Lovewell  and  give  him  an  authentic  con- 
veyance of  the  same — Therefore 

Resolved  that  Maj"'  John  Barron,  Capt.  Ichabod  Ormsbee  and 
Timothy  Bartholomew  Esq""  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee and  fully  empowered  in  behalf  of  this  State  to  bargain  and  sell 
the  above  described  lands  to  the  above  named  Nehemiah  Lovewell 
in  the  manner  following  viz — The  above  named  Committee  to  appoint 
two  or  more  sufficient  persons  who  shall,  being  under  oath  set  out  and 
appraise  the  above  described  lands,  together  with  the  improvements 
and  buildings  on  the  premises,  which  [the]  appraisers  shall  make 
of  their  doings  to  the  aforesaid  Committee,  and  the  said  Committee 
shall  cause  a  duplicate  of  the  doings  of  the  appraisers  by  them  attested 
under  oath,  to  be  returned  to  the  Secretary's  office — whereupon  the 
above  named  Committee  on  receipt  of  the  hard  money  at  which  said 
Land  shall  be  appraised  as  aforesaid,  shall  give  and  execute  in  behalf  of 
this  State  to  the  said  Nehemiah  Lovewell  a  good  and  authentic  deed 
of  conveyance  of  the  premises  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  has  in 


1.  Apparently  this  is  a  reference  to  Topsham  Gore. 

2.  These  were  frontier  towns  and  the  property  owners  could  not  till  their  farms  in 
safety  without  molestation,  but  were  subject  to  raids  and  threats  of  raids. 

3.  See  note,  p.  22. 
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like  cases  heretofore  been  done — and  deliver  to  the  said  Nehemiah 
Lovewell  peaceable  possession  of  all  and  every  part  of  the  premises — 
The  aforesaid  Committee  to  be  accountable  for  the  money  by  them  re- 
ceived as  aforesaid. 

Resolved  That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  unto  Capt.  Edward 
Aikin  and  Comp^  being  six  in  number  a  gore'  or  tract  of  land  situate  and 
lying  in  this  State  bounded  South  of  Landgrove  and  North  of  Jamaica 
containing  about  eight  hundred  and  forty  five  acres.  And  the  Governor 
and  Council  are  hereby  requested  to  make  out  a  Charter  of  said  gore  or 
tract  to  the  said  Capt.  Aikin  [and  Comp^]  (as  soon  as  the  Surveyor  Gen' 
can  make  out  a  proper  survey  of  the  same)  and  annex  the  same  to  the 
town  of  Londonderry,  under  such  restrictions,  reservations  and  for 
such  fees  as  they  shall  judge  best. 

A  petition  signed  John  Simonds  agent  in  behalf  of  the  Proprietors 
of  Andover  was  Read  and  refered  to  a  Committee  of  three  to  take  the 
same  under  consideration  and  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M"' 
[Thomas]  Chandler,  M^  [Samuel]  Knight  and  M-^  [William]  Ward. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Joseph  Carver, 
Joseph  Hoskins  &c.  brought  in  the  following  Report — viz — ■ 

"That  having  taken  the  same  under  consideration  they  find  that 
the  adverse  party  has  not  been  legally  cited  to  appear — They  therefore 
Report  as  their  opinion  that  the  said  petition  be  laid  over  to  the  next 
Session,  and  that  the  adverse  party  be  notified  hereof — And  Whereas 
your  Committee  find  the  within  named  petitioners  have  made  improve- 
ments and  some  of  them  sowed  grain  on  the  premises — ^They  beg  leave 
further  to  report  as  their  opinion  that  this  Assembly  make  an  order  that 
the  within  named  petitioners  be  not  disturbed  in  their  said  possessions 
until  the  next  Session  of  Assembly  as  aforesaid. 

Bruster  Higley  for  Com*^*". 

The  above  Report  was  Read  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in 
accordingly. 

A  petition  signed  David  Bradye  and  twelve  other  Inhabitants  of 
Dorset  was  Read  and  the  prayer  thereof  granted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill 
be  brought  in  accordingly. 

Resolved  that  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  unto  M''  Justice 
[Justus]  Rose,  Capt.  Uriah  Seymour  &  Comp^  sixty  five  in  number  a 
township  of  Land  the  contents  of  six  miles  square,  situate  and  lying  in 
this  State  bounding  Eastward  on  Victory — And  the  Governor  and 
Council  are  hereby  requested  to  make  out  a  Charter  of  Incorporation  of 
said  township  by  the  name  of  Burk^  [Burke]  unto  the  said  Rose,  Sey- 


1.  For  charter  of  and  reference  to  Aikin's  Gore  see  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol. 
2  (Vermont  Charters),  pp.  3-4,  250.  By  the  terms  of  the  charter  the  gore  was  annexed  to 
Londonderry,  and  forms  the  southwestern  part  of  that  township. 

2.  For  charter  of  and  reference  to  Burk  (Burke)  see  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2 
(Vermont  Charters),  pp.  34-35,  275. 
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mour  and  Company  as  soon  as  the  Surveyor  Gen'  can  make  out  a 
proper  survey  of  said  township,  under  such  restiictions,  reservations  and 
for  such  fees  as  they  shall  judge  best. 

A  petition  signed  Amos  Huntington  which  was  Ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table  was  Read  and  refered  to  a  Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same 
under  consideration  and  make  Report  of  their  opinion  with  the  facts — 
The  members  chosen  M''  [Daniel]  Taylor,  M""  [Peleg]  Sprague  and 
M'  [Abner]  Bisbee. 

An  Account  signed  Alexander  Brush  was  Read  and  Ordered  that 
the  same  be  docked  to  one  pound  twelve  shillings  and  the  Treas^  is 
hereby  directed  to  pay  the  same. 

Upon  the  petition  of  Joseph  Carver,  Joseph  Haskin,  Jonathan 
Hall,  Benoni  Hurlburt  &  John  Vanduzen  of  the  town  of  Fairhaven  for  a 
relief  against  a  grant  made  to  the  proprietors  of  Fairhaven  aforesaid. 

Resolved  that  the  said  Petitioners  twenty  days  before  the  next 
sitting  of  this  Assembly,  serve  someone  of  the  Proprietors  of  said 
Fairhaven  with  true  copies  of  their  said  petition,  the  report  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  this  House,  thereupon  and  of  this  Resolution — And  it  is 
Ordered  that  the  said  Proprietors  do  not  before  the  next  sitting  of  this 
Assembly  disturb  either  of  the  said  petitioners  in  their  possessions  in 
said  town. 

A  petition  signed  Joseph  Briggs  in  behalf  of  himself  and  Comp>' 
was  Read  and  dismissed. 

A  petition  signed  Seth  Warner,  Samuel  Robinson  and  Azahel  Wash- 
bourn  was  Read  and  dismissed. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  appointed  to  bring  a  nomination  of 
officers  to  command  the  troops  to  [be]  raised  the  ensuing  campaign 
brought  in  the  following  Report — viz — 

"That  it  is  their  opinion  that  the  said  troops  be  commanded  by  one 
Major,  five  Captains,  ten  Subalterns — That  there  be  one  Sergeant  Maj"", 
one  quarter  Aiaster  Serj',  twenty  Sergeants  and  twenty  Corporals — ^And 
that  the  Adjutant  and  Quarter  Master  be  appointed  out  of  the  Subal- 
terns by  the  Major — That  the  following  Gentlemen  be  appointed  Cap- 
tains and  Subalterns — viz — 

Capt.  Jesse  Sawyer  Capt,  Beriah  Green 

Lieut.  Jacob  Fairman  Lieut Church 

Lieut.  David  Dimmick  Elijah  Knight 

Capt.  Ithamir  Brookings 

Lieut.  Samuel  Beach  Capt.  Nehemiah  Lovewell 

David  Powers  Lieut.  James  Smalley 

Nath'  White. 


Capt.  Josiah  Boyden 
Lieut.  Jonas  Royce 
— Amos  Kellogg 

"Your    Committee    would    further  Report    that    they    have    not 
attempted  to  rank  the  Companies. 

"Joseph    Bowker   for   the    Com'^^". 
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The  above  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Resolved  that  his 
Excellency  the  Governor  be  and  is  hereby  requested  to  Commissionate 
the  persons  to  the  several  offices  as  mentioned  in  said  Report. 

Resolved  that  Benjamin  Whipple  Esq''  be  and  is  hereby  appointed 
Muster-Master  of  the  troops  to  be  raised  on  the  West  side  of  the  Green 
Mountains — And  that  Capt.  John  Benjamins  [Benjamin]  be  and  is 
hereby  appointed  Muster  Master  of  the  troops  to  be  raised  on  the  East 
side  of  the  Mountains. 

Resolved  that  there  be  and  is  hereby  granted  unto  Gen'  Samuel 
Safford  and  Company  eighteen  in  number  such  part  of  the  gore  Easterly 
of  and  adjoining  to  Walden'  as  will  make  them  Rights  equal  in  quantity 
to  the  Rights  in  said  Walden  and  that  the  same  be  joined  to  the  said 
Walden — And  the  Governor  and  Council  are  hereby  [requested]  to  in- 
clude the  said  Grantees  in  the  Charter  of  Incorporation  of  said  Walden 
undei  the  same  restrictions  and  reservations  and  on  the  same  condi- 
tions as  the  other  Rights  in  said  Walden  have  been  granted. 

Resolved  That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  unto  Edward  Harris 
Esq""  and  Company  seventeen  in  number  such  part  of  the  gore^  of  land 
lying  West  of  Peacham  and  Groton  as  will  make  them  rights  equal  in 
quantity  with  sixty  fifth  parts  of  a  six  miles  square  township — And  the 
Governor  and  Council  are  hereby  requested  to  make  out  a  Charter  or 
grant  of  said  tract  in  due  form  under  such  restrictions  and  with  such 
reservations  as  they  shall  judge  best. 

A  petition  signed  William  Gould  Clerk  of  the  Superiour  Court  was 
Read  and  Refered  to  a  Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same  under  con- 
sideration and  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M''  [Benjamin] 
Whipple,  M-^  [Stephen]  Jacob  and  M"^  [Matthew]  Lyon. 

A  petition  signed  Jonathan  Eastman  Nathaniel  Harmon  and 
Ebenezer  Hurlburt  Selectmen  of  Rupert  was  Read  and  the  prayer  thereof 
granted,  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  for  the  annual  settlement  of  the  Treas- 
urer's accounts  at  the  October  Sessions  &c"  was  Read  and  passed  the 
House. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  nine  °Clock. 


TUESDAY  Feby  26"^  1782 

Resolved  that  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  unto  Col°  Eben''  Wal- 
bridge,  Maj''  Gideon  Ormsby  and  Company  being  sixty  five  in  number, 
including  thirty  five  names  that  are  on  a  schedule  annexed  to  the  peti- 
tion, the  other  thirty  to  belong  to  Col°  Fletchers  and  Col°  Walbridges 


1.  For  charter  of  and  reference  to  Walden  Gore  see  State  Papers  of  Vermont  vol.  2 
(Vermont  Charters),  pp.  203-204,  360. 

2.  For  charter  of  and  reference  to  Harris  Gore  see  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2 
(Vermont  Charters),  pp.  92-93,  302.  This  gore  was  annexed  to  Groton  and  Marshfield  in 
1890. 
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battallions, — a  township^  of  land  containing  six  miles  square  situate  and 
Ij-ing  in  this  State — bounded  as  follows  viz  Northerly  on  the  Lands  granted 
on  Onion  [Winooski]  River  and  Easterly  on  the  township  granted  to 
Gen'  Enos,  Col°  Wait  &  Comp^" — and  the  Governor  and  Council  are 
hereby  requested  to  make  out  a  Charter  of  Incorporation  of  said  town- 
ship, as  soon  as  the  Surveyor  Gen'  can  make  out  a  survey  of  the  same,  to 
the  said  Walbridge,  Ormsby  and  Comp^  under  such  restrictions  reserva- 
tions and  for  such  fees  as  they  shall  judge  best. 

On  motion  made  by  W  [Martin]  Powell. 

Resolved  to  Reconsider  the  vote  in  dismissing  the  petition  of  the 
Listers  of  Manchester — And  that  said  petition  be  and  is  hereby  refered 
to  a  Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make 
Report.  The  members  chosen,  M''  [John]  Strong,  M""  [Joseph]  Bradley 
and  M"^  [Lucius]  Wilson. 

On  motion  made 

Resolved  that  this  House  will  proceed,  at  their  meeting  in  the  after- 
noon, to  choose  three  persons  to  Represent  this  State  in  Congress,  if 
articles  of  union  can  be  agreed  on  between  the  Agents  appointed  by  this 
State  and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States — And  likewise  to  choose  a 
Majoi  to  command  the  troops  to  be  raised  the  ensuing  Campaign. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  directing  the  Select  men  of  the  town  of 
Pownal  to  mend  a  certain  piece  of  Road  in  said  town" — was  Read  and 
passed  the  House. 

A  petition  signed  by  Col"  Benjamin  Wait  in  behalf  of  the  officers  and 
Soldiers  of  his  battallion — was  read  and  Refered  to  the  next  Session  of 
Assembly  for  further  consideration. 

A  petition  signed  Micah  Townshend  Sec^'  of  State  was  Read, 
and  the  prayer  thereof  granted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in 
accordingly. 

Resolved  that  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  unto  Timothy  and 
Daniel  Brown  Esq"  and  Company  being  sixty  five  in  number  one  town- 
ship^ of  land  bounded  as  follows — beginning  at  the  North  east  corner  of 
a  township  granted  by  the  Gen'  Assembly  this  Session  to  Jonathan 
Edwards  and  Comp^,  thence  easterly  to  the  northwest  corner  of  Eden, 
thence  Southerly  on  the  west  line  of  Eden  Hydes  park  [Hyde  Park] 
and  Moristown,  thence  northwardly  on  the  east  line  of  a  grant  made  to 
Col°  Reed  &  Comp^'  and  on  the  East  line  of  Fletcher,  and  on  the  East 
line  of  the  grant  first  mentioned  to  the  first  mentioned  bounds — And 
the  Governor  and  Council  are  herebv  directed  to  make  out  a  Charter  of 
Incorporation  to  said  Timothy  and  Dan'  Brown  Esq"'  and  Comp^  as 
soon  as  the  Surveyor  Gen'  can  make  an  accurate  survey  thereof,  under 


1.  For  charter  of  and  reference  to  Fayston  see  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2  (Ver- 
mont Charters),  pp.  74-76,  292. 

2.  For  charter  of  and  reference  to  Brownington  see  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol  2 
(Vermont  Charters),  pp.  32-34,  273.  Brownington  Gore  was  annexed  to  Caldersburg 
(Morgan)    in    1801. 
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such  regulations  and  Restrictions,  and  for  such  fees  as  they  shall  think 
best. 

And  if  upon  an  accurate  survey  of  the  aforedescribed  land  there 
shall  be  found  an  overplus  of  land  more  than  to  make  a  township  of  the 
contents  of  six  miles  square,  then  the  said  Timothy  and  Daniel  Brown 
Esq*"  and  Comp''  to  pay  the  granting  fees  therefor  in  proportion — Or 
if  upon  an  accurate  survey  as  aforesaid  there  shall  not  be  found  the  con- 
tents of  six  miles  square  then  and  in  that  case  the  said  Timothy  &  Dan' 
Brown  Esq''  &  Company  to  survey  and  have  confirmed  to  them  a  suf- 
ficiency of  other  unappropriated  lands  within  this  State  to  compleat 
and  make  up  the  contents  of  six  miles  square  as  aforesaid. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  Private  Instructions  for  the 
Agents  appointed  to  negociate  the  business  of  this  State  at  Congress — 
brought  in  the  following  Instructions  viz — 

Private    Instructions   to   the   hon'''^   Moses   Robinson'   and   Paul 
Spooner  Esq""^  Agents  Elected  to  negociate  the  admission  of  the  State  of 
Vermont  into  the  Confederation  of  the  United  States,  and  Delegates  in 
Congress  in  case  of  such  admission. 
Gentlemen, 

You  will  repair  without  loss  of  time  to  Philadelphia  and  are  to  con- 
sider yourselves  as  Plenipotentiaries  invested  with  full  powers  to  agree 
on  terms  upon  which  this  State  shall  come  into  an  union  with  the 
United  States  of  North  America;  and  in  case  of  such  agreement,  in 
behalf  of  this  State,  to  sign  and  ratify  articles  of  Federal  union  with  the 
Confederated  States  of  America,  and  thereupon  to  take  seats  in  Congress; 
but  it  is  not  expected  that  more  than  one  of  you  will  remain  at  Phila- 
delphia at  a  time. 

In  your  negotiation  it  is  expected  that  you  will  so  conduct  as  to  in- 
duce the  persons  you  negociate  with  to  believe  that  your  Constituents 
expect  to  be  admitted  free  from  arrears  of  the  Continental  debt  already 
accrued — And  to  discharge  their  own — If  this  cannot  be  obtained  it  is 
expected  that  you  will  reduce  that  part  of  the  Continental  debt  which 
this  State  shall  have  to  pay,  to  as  small  a  sum  as  possible — And  that 
you  make  Return  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
of  the  certain  sum  which  you  shall  covenant  that   this  State  shall  pay. 

Sam'  Fletcher  for  the  Com^*=^". 

The  above  Instructions  were  Read  and  passed  as  Instructions  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid. 

A  petition  and  account  signed  Ros'  Hopkins  was  Read  and 

Ordered  that  the  Treasurer  pay  the  same  being  eighteen  shillings, 
in  hard  money. 

Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  afternoon. 


I.  Isaac  Tichenor  was  also  one  of  the  agents.  See  Governor  and  Council  vol.  2,  p. 
384.  Governor  Chittenden's  commission  to  these  agents  may  be  found  in  Governor  and 
Council,  vol.  2,  p.  385. 


Tuesday,  February  26,   1782  81 

[2  °Clock  P.  M.] 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  relinquishing  the  four  folds ^  of  certain 
persons  named  therein,  Inhabitants  of  Bennington" — was  Read  & 
passed  the  House. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  to  ascertain  the  boundaries  of  the  towns 
therein  mentioned" — was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded  to  choose  three  persons 
as  Delegates  to  Represent  this  State  in  Congress  &c. 

The  ballots  being  taken 

The  hon'''^  Moses  Robinson,  &  Paul  Spooner  Esquires  and  Isaac 
TiCHENOR  Esq""  were  Elected. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded  to  choose  a  Major  to 
command  the  troops  to  be  raised  the  ensuing  campaign. 

The  ballots  being  taken, 

Maj*"  Gideon  Brownson^  was  Elected. 

A  Bill  on  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Farnsworth  was  Read,  and  after 
some  debate,  said  Bill  with  the  petition  and  Report  thereon  was  refered 
until  the  next  Session. 

On  motion  made. 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  unto 
his  honor  Elisha  Payne  Esq^  late  Lieut.  Gov""^  of  this  State  sixteen 
pounds,  thirteen  shillings  and  four  pence  being  the  proportion  of  the 
Sallary  granted  him  for  the  present  year  for  the  time  he  served  in  that 
office. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Land  office  Committee  &c 
brought  in  the  following  Report — viz — 

"That  they  find  due  on  Rights  in  Sundry  townships  the 

sum  of 988-18-9 

Due  on  notes 734~  5~io 

Eight  townships  the  fees  unpaid 4201-18-9 

Total £  5925-  3-  4 

G.  Olin  for  Comt««". 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  i.i  its  place. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Tim°  Andrus 
and  Elijah  Hinman  &c.  brought  in  their  Report,  which  was  Read  and 
dismissed  and  said  petition  is  hereby  dismissed. 

The  Council  returned  the  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  to  ascertain  the 


1.  This  is  a  reference  to  an  act  "directing  Listers  in  their  office  and  duty,"  passed 
in  February,  1779.  Persons  who  did  not  give  in  a  true  list  were  "liable  to  be  four- 
folded."     See  Slade's  Vermont  State  Papers,  p.  295. 

2.  A  brief  sketch  of  Gideon  Brownson  will  be  found  in  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  I, 

PP-  7-8- 

3.  This  statement  indicates  that  Lieutenant  Governor  Payne  had  resigned  his  office, 
probably  upon  the  dissolution  of  the  Eastern  Union. 
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boundaries  of  the  towns  therein  mentioned  with  some  proposals  of 
amendment  which  were  read  and  concurred  with. 

A  petition  signed  Samuel  Robinson  in  behalf  of  John  Hutchins, 
Joseph  Nelson,  Cyprian  Herrick,  and  Caleb  Clark  was  Read  and  the 
prayer  thereof  granted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

A  petition  signed  Ward  Bayley  and  Timothy  Nash  was  Read, 
and  refered  to  a  Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration 
— and  make  Report — The  members  chosen — M*"  [Stephen]  Pearl,  M' 
Benton'  &  M*^  [John]  Sargeants. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  repealing  an  Act  entitled  An  Act  forming 
and  establishing  a  sixteenth  Regiment^  passed  the  last  Session  "  was  Read 
&  passed  the  House. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  John  Wood  and 
others  brought  in  the  following  Report — viz — "That  the  utility  of  a 
bridge  over  Deerfield  River  (as  set  forth  in  said  petition)  is  of  im- 
portance to  the  Inhabitants  of  this  State,  as  it  is  the  main  and  only  road 
that  leads  from  Bennington  to  the  easterly  part  of  this  State. 

"Therefore  it  is  our  opinion  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  look  out  the  most  suitable  place  for  building  said  bridge,  and  make  an 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  building  the  same,  and  make  Report  to  this 
Assembly  at  their  next  Session — Also  to  recommend  to  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  Wilmington,  Marlborough,  Bennington,  Hallifax  Guilford, 
Brattleborough  and  Hinsdale  to  take  in  Subscriptions  for  building  said 
Bridge  and  exhibit  the  same  to  the  Gen'  Assembly  at  their  next  Sessions 
— John  Shepherdson  for  Com"^*^". 

The  above  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill 
be  brought  in  accordingly. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Asaph  White 
and  others  brought  in  their  Report  which  was  read  and  thereupon 

Resolved  that  said  petition  be  and  is  hereby  refered  to  the  next 
Session  of  Assembly. 

A  petition  signed  Daniel  Culver  one  of  the  Selectmen  of  Wells  was 
read  and  the  prayei  thereof  granted,  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought 
in  accordingly. 

A  petition  signed  George  Sherman  Select  man  of  Ira  was  read  and 
the  prayer  thereof  granted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  ac- 
cordingly. 

Resolved  that  the  Execution  mentioned  in  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Robinson  in  behalf  of  John  Hutchins,  Joseph  Nelson,  Cyprian  Herrick 
and  Caleb  Clark  in  favour  of  the  freemen  of  this  State  against  said  John 
Hutchins  &c.  be  and  is  hereby  discharged. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  Bill  to 


1.  The  name  Benton  does  not  appear  in  a  list  of  members  of  this  General  Assembly. 

2.  This  regiment  was  made  up  chiefly  of  militia  in  the  "Western  Union,"  the  New 
York  district  annexed  and  recently  relinquished.  See  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  p. 
148. 
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enable  the  several  towns  to  raise  their  quotas  of  men  for  the  ensuing 
campaign  and  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M"'  [Matthew] 
Lyon,  A/P  [Abraham]  Jackson,  M-"  [Joshua]  Webb,  M''  [Gideon]  Olin 
and  M"- [John  W.]  Dana. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  Ward  Bayley 
and  Timothy  Nash  brought  in  their  Report  which  was  Read  and  ac- 
cepted and  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

A  petition  signed  Seth  Warner,  Samuel  Robinson  and  Azahel  Wash- 
bourn  was  Read  and  refered  to  a  Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same 
under  consideration  and  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M""  [John] 
Sargeants,  M'  [Stephen]  Pearl  and  M''  [Samuel]  Mattucks  [Mattocks]. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  for  abating  to  the  town  of  Wells  part  of  a 
tax  therein  mentioned"  was  read  and  passed  the  House. 

Resolved  that  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  unto  Bezaleel  Wood- 
ward Esq''  and  associates  twelve  in  number  a  gore'  of  land  bounded 
North  on  the  Lattitude  45^^  North,  Eastward  on  Connecticut  River  and 
South  on  Lemington  containing  about  eleven  hundred  acres — And  the 
Governor  and  Council  are  hereby  requested  to  make  out  a  charter  or 
grant  of  the  said  tract  of  land  in  due  form  under  such  restrictions,  and 
with  such  reservations  as  they  shall  judge  just. 

Resolved  that  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  to  Col°  Jonathan 
Arnold  and  his  associates  to  the  number  of  sixty  five  Land  in  the  Gore^ 
Northward  of  the  township  of  Lynden  [Lyndon]  and  adjoining  South- 
wardly thereon — to  the  amount  of  twenty  three  thousand  and  forty 
acres,  and  in  case  there  shall  not  be  sufficient  lands  between  the  said 
township  of  Lynden  and  the  towns  already  laid  northward  thereof 
marked  N°  30  and  43  on  the  Surveyor  Generals  plan,  to  make  up  the 
full  quantity  aforesaid  that  in  that  case,  the  line  from  the  northwest 
corner  of  Lyndon  shall  be  extended  so  many  degrees  westward  as  that 
the  quantity  of  twenty  three  thousand  and  forty  acres  shall  be  in- 
cluded thereby — And  the  Governor  and  Council  are  hereby  requested 
to  issue  a  charter  of  Incorporation  of  said  tract  by  the  name  of  Billy- 
mead  unto  said  Jon''  Arnold  and  Company  under  such  restrictions, 
reservations  and  for  such  fees  as  they  shall  judge  proper. 

The  Council  returned  the  Act  discharging  Joseph  Burt  from  a  Re- 
cognizance therein  mentioned  with  the  following  additions  viz — ''''That 
the  said  Burk  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  State'''' — which  was  Read 
and  Ordered  that  the  same  be  added  to  said  act. 

The   Council   returned   the  Act  discharging  Seth  Smiths  from   an 


1.  For  charter  of  and  reference  to  Norfolk  see  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2 
(Vermont  Charters),  pp.  148-149,  330.     Norfolk  was  annexed  to  Canaan  in  1801. 

2.  For  charter  of  and  reference  to  Billymead  see  State  Papers  of  Vermont  vol.  2 
(Vermont  Charters),  p.  24-26,  268.     The  name  was  changed  to  Sutton  in  1812. 

3.  Smith  had  been  an  agent  of  the  New  York  party  in  Windham  County  and  the 
grand  jury  had  indicted  him  for  attempting  to  betray  the  State  "into  the  hands  of  a 
foreign  power."     See  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  p.  147. 
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Indictment  found  against  him  &c.  with  the  following  additions  viz — 
^^  That  said  Smith  take  the  oath  0^  allegiance  to  this  State" — which  was 
Read  and  Ordered  that  the  same  be  added  to  said  Act. 

M""  [Stephen]  Jacob  agreeable  to  the  request  of  this  House  brought 
in  an  Act  respecting  the  paper  currency  of  this  State — which  was  read 
&  dismissed. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Capt.  John 
Simonds  agent  in  behalf  of  the  Proprietors  of  Andover  brought  in  the 
following  Report  viz.  That  the  Eastern  and  Western  lines  of  Andover 
are  not  parallel  lines  by  which  means  the  town  cannot  be  closed  to  the 
first  mentioned  corner  there  being  twenty  degrees  difference- — Therefore 
it  is  the  opinion  of  your  Committee  that  the  prayer  of  said  petition  ought 
to  be  granted. 

Sam'  Knight  for  the  Com'^^". 

The  above  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a 
Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

Resolved  that  the  Secretary  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  leave  a 
blank  in  the  Record  in  order  to  record  such  Laws  as  are  mislaid  and 
cannot  at  present  be  found,  and  to  Record  from  the  printed  copies' 
where  he  is  not  possessed  of  the  original  acts  and  where  acts  have  been 
printed  to  record  them  altho  the  titles  of  them  may  not  be  entered  on 
the  journals  as  having  passed  the  General  Assembly. 

Adjourned  until  tomorrow  morning  9  "Clock. 

Wednesday  Feb^  ly^^  1782 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  the  Listers  of 
the  town  of  Manchester  brought  in  the  following  Report — viz — "That 
by  the  evidence  exhibited  to  your  Committee  it  is  our  opinion  the  listers 
had  a  good  right  according  to  Law  to  fourfold  the  Land  set  forth  in  the 
petition  and  that  the  judgment  rendered  by  the  justice  of  the  peace  and 
the  Selectmen  in  favour  of  said  Goodrich  against  said  Listers  in  taking 
off  said  fourfolds  was  not  agreeable  to  the  Statute  of  this  State- — There- 
fore it  is  our  opinion  that  said  judgment  ought  to  be  reversed  and  a  new 
trial  ordered. 

Joseph   Bradley  for  the   Com'^^". 


I.  This  is  another  indication  that  acts  of  the  earlier  legislative  sessions  were  not 
recorded  immediately  following  adjournment  and  that  there  had  been  an  accumulation 
of  unrecorded  acts  for  several  sessions.  The  lack  of  an  attest  by  the  clerk  at  the  end  of  the 
journal  for  certain  sessions  has  been  thought  by  some  to  indicate  that  the  minutes  of  the 
Assembly  proceedings  were  not  written  until  a  later  period  than  the  dates  would  indicate. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  pioneer  conditions  prevailed  largely  throughout  Vermont  at 
this  time;  that  the  perils  of  war  in  a  frontier  commonwealth  interfered  with  the  orderly 
processes  of  life;  and  that  there  was  no  State  Capital  with  facilities  for  the  filing  of  records, 
but  rather  a  movable  government,  holding  frequent  legislative  sessions  in  various  parts  of 
the  State. 
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The  above  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill 
be  brought  in  accordingly. 

A  Bill  granting  a  township  of  Land  near  the  small  lake  or  pond  south 
of  Lake  Memphremagog  to  the  Mohegan  tribe  of  Indians,  was  read  and 
after  some  debate  the  same  together  with  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
and  petition  was  refered  until  a  proper  survey  of  said  lands  can  be  made. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Samuel  Avery 
Esq*^  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — 

"That  by  the  best  information  we  can  get  it  appears  altogether 
uncertain  whether  some  part  of  the  lands  in  said  Avery's  petition  has 
not  formerly  been  granted  by  New-Hampshire  or  lately  granted  by  this 
State — Therefore  do  recommend  that  no  determination  be  made  on 
said  petition  until  the  Surveyor  Gen'  can  make  an  accurate  survey  of 
said  lands — And  that  no  further  grants  be  made  on  the  lands  described 
in  said  petition  until  such  survey  can  be  made. 

Peter  Olcott  for  the   Com'^^". 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  for  abating  to  the  District  of  Ira  part  of  a 
tax  therein  mentioned,"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

Ordered  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  sixteen 
pounds  in  silver  money  on  account  to  General  Enos. 

Resolved  that  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  unto  the  Reverend 
Jonathan  Edwards  William  Samuel  Johnson  and  Charles  Chancy  Esq" 
and  Compy  being  sixty  five  in  number  a  township'  of  land  containing 
the  quantity  of  six  miles  square,  bounding  North  of  and  adjoining  Flet- 
cher, And  the  Governor  and  Council  are  hereby  requested  to  make  out 
a  Charter  of  Incorporation  of  said  township  as  soon  as  a  proper  survey 
thereof  can  be  made  by  the  Surveyor  General,  unto  the  said  Edwards, 
Johnson,  Chancey  and  Company  by  the  name  of  [  ]  under  such 

restrictions,  reservations  and  for  such  fees  as  they  shall  judge  best. 

Resolved  that  Jesse  Cook,  Zadock  Granger  and  Samuel  Safford  be 
and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  Committee  to  look  out  the  most  suit- 
able place  for  erecting  a  Bridge  over  Deerfield  River  for  the  benefit  of 
travelling  the  main  Road  as  it  leads  from  Bennington  to  the  Eastern 
part  of  this  State — said  Committee  are  hereby  requested  to  estimate 
the  cost  of  building  said  Bridge  and  make  Report  at  the  next  Session 
of  Assembly — and  further — Resolved  that  the  Representatives  of  Wil- 
mington, Marlborough,  Bennington,  Hallifax,  Gilford,  Brattleborough 
and  Hinsdale  be  and  are  hereby  appointed  to  take  in  Subscriptions  for 
building  said  Bridge  and  exhibit  the  same  to  the  General  Assembly  at 
their  next  Session. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  petition 


I.     For  charter  of  and  reference  to  Johnson  see  State  Papers  of  Vermont  vol.  2    (Ver- 
mont Charters),  pp.  111-113,  310. 
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signed  Seth  Warner,  Sam'  Robinson  and  Azahel  Washbourn  brouglit 
in  the  following  Report — viz — 

"That  the  Committee  of  the  New  Hampshire  grants  at  their  meeting 
at  Arlington  June  29"'  1776  when  Maj""  Brownson  Commanded  at 
Pittsford,  did  order  into  the  service  of  said  grants  your  petitioners  in 
the  following  stations  viz — Col°  Seth  Warner  as  Lieut.  Col°  Sam' 
Robinson  as  Adju'  Docf  Azahel  Washbourn  as  Surgeon — and  therefore 
beg  leave  to  Report  that  in  their  opinion  the  above  named  officers  ought 
to  be  paid  by  this  State  their  respective  wages  and  extra  Rations  ac- 
cording to  their  time  in  service  viz.  Col°  Warner  21  days  Col°  Robinson 
and  Docf  Washbourn  27  days  each. 

John  Sergeants  for  Com*^^". 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  read  and  accepted  so  far  as  it  relates 
to  Col°  Sam'  Robinson  and  Docf  Azahel  Washbourn  and  Ordered  that 
a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  certain  number 
of  troops  therein  specified  as  a  guard  to  the  towns  in  the  upper  Cohass' 
and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Enemy"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

The  petition  signed  Matthias  Marsh  which  was  Read  and  the 
prayer  thereof  granted  the  25'^''  Inst,  be  and  is  hereby  reconsidered  and 
said  petition  is  dismissed. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Amos  Hunt- 
ington brought  in  the  following  Report — viz 

"That  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  Committee  that  as  it  appears  by 
the  said  petition  that  Capt.  Huntington  after  he  returned  home  on 
parole  applied  to  the  Continent  for  his  wages,  ought  also  to  have  applied 
at  the  same  time  to  the  Continent  for  his  pay  for  the  other  articles 
contained  in  the  said  Captains  Bill — And  therefore  ought  not 
to  be  allowed  by  this  State — And  as  to  the  other  two  Bills  of  account 
in  said  petition  viz — £14-16-6  in  favour  of  the  heirs  of  said  Fuller  and 
£11-14-0  in  favour  of  the  heirs  of  the  said  Pengra — It  is  the  opinion  of 
your  Com'^^  that  they  be  allowed  because  it  appears  to  your  Com*'* 
that  the  said  Fuller  and  Pengra  remained  in  Captivity  till  dead  and  the 
knowledge  thereof  not  obtained  till  long  afterward,  and  therefore  their 
heirs  had  no  opportunity  to  apply  to  the  Continent  till  it  was  too  late. 

Taylor  for  Com'*^". 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that 
Bills  be  brought  in  accordingly. 


I.  The  Upper  Coos  (the  name  is  spelled  in  various  ways  in  early  documents,  some- 
times Cohass)  included  the  settlements  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Connecticut  River  in 
the  vicinity  of  Guildhall  and  Brunswick,  also  Stratford,  N.  H.  This  was  to  distinguish  the 
region  from  Coos,  or  Lower  Coos,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Great  Oxbow  at  Newbury. — Crock- 
ett's History  of  Vermont,  vol.  i,  p.  219. 
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A  petition  signed  John  Warner  Administrator  of  the  Estate  of 
William  Emons  [Emmons]  late  of  Manchester  deceased,  was  Read  and 
the  prayer  thereof  granted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  ac- 
cordingly. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  to  ascertain  the  fees  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Superiour  Court"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

Resolved  that  if  the  Agents  for  the  grant  made  to  the  Rev'd  Jon"* 
Edwards  W""  Sam'  Johnson,  Charles  Chancey  Esq"  and  Company  pay 
one  half  of  the  fees  down  in  hard  money,  they  may  have  liberty  to  pay 
the  other  half  in  this  states  Currency. 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  unto 
theHeirsofNath' Fuller  taken  a  prisoner  in  Canada  deceased,  the  sum  of 
fourteen  pounds  sixteen  shillings  and  six  pence  being  the  wages  due  and 
articles  lost  by  the  said  Fuller  when  taken — And  also  to  the  heirs  of 
George  Pengra  late  a  prisoner  in  Canada  deceased,  the  sum  of  Eleven 
pounds  fourteen  shillings  being  wages  due  and  articles  lost  by  the  said 
Pengra  when  taken. 

The  Council  returned  the  "Act  Relinquish[ing]  the  claim  to  the 
Territories  therein  mentioned  "  with  some  alterations  and  amendments — 
Ordered  that  said  Act  be  redraughted  and  said  amendments  and  altera- 
tions added  agreeable  to  the  proposals  of  Council. 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon. 

2    °Clock  P  M. 

Adjourned  fifteen  minutes  then  to  meet  at  the  meeting  house  in  this 
town. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  redraught  an  Act  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
300  men  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  &c.  and  make  Report — The 
members  chosen  M''  [Peter]  Wright,  M""  [Matthew]  Lyon. 

Ordered  that,  M'  [John]  Shepherdson  and  M"^  [William]  Bullock  be 
and  are  hereby  appointed  as  an  addition  to  the  Com'^^  appointed  to  take 
under  consideration  the  petition  of  Col°  [Samuel]  Herrick  and  [Ben- 
jamin] Wait. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  directing  the  Treasurer  to  deliver  what 
States  money  he  has  on  hand  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  destroy 
the  same" — was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  directing  a  new  trial  in  the  Case  of  Silas 
Goodrich  versus  The  Listers  of  the  town  of  Manchester"  was  Read  and 
passed  the  House. 

Adjourned  10  minutes  then  to  meet  at  the  dwelling  House  of  the 
Widow  Fay  in  this  Town. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  call  to  account  the  Com '^'^  appointed 
to  Repair  the  Road  from  Bennington  to  Wilmington  brought  in  the 
following  Report — viz — 

"That  they  find  that  said  Com'^^^  have  disposed  of  about  6400 
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acres  of  land  in  Readsborough  &  Woodford  by  virtue  of  their  appoint- 
ment for  the  above  said  purpose — and  have  considerably  repaired  said 
Road  for  about  six  miles  from  Bennington  line  Eastward  and  about  two 
miles  from  Wilmington  line  West  ward,  and  have  turned,  cleared,  made 
bridges  &c.  in  some  part  of  the  rest  of  said  Road — And  have  cut  out  the 
fallen  trees  once  or  twice  throughout  the  whole  length  of  said  Road — but 
the  main  part  remaineth  exLreemly  bad  and  by  no  means  made  or 
mended  according  to  the  intent  of  the  Act  or  Resolution  of  the  Assembly 
made  for  that  purpose. 

'E.  Harris  for  Com'"". 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read — 

Resolved  that  this  House  will  proceed  to  choose  by  ballot  two  persons 
in  addition  to  the  persons  already  appointed  to  take  their  seats  in 
Congress — said  persons  to  be  chosen  to  Morrow  morning. 

Resolved  that  M''  Ward  Bayley  be  and  is  hereby  appointed  a  Lieuten- 
ant to  command  the  troops  to  be  raised  in  the  upper  Cohoss  [Coos]  and 
his  Excellency  the  Gov*^  is  hereby  requested  to  Commissionate  him 
accordingly. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  impowering  Col°  Samuel  Robinson  to  give 
a  deed  of  land  hereafter  described  to  the  heirs  of  William  Emons  de- 
ceased and  vacating  a  certain  deed  of  the  premises  obtained  in  a  fradu- 
lent  manner  by  John  Blakeledge  Emons  [Emmons]  from  said  Sam* 
Robinson" — 'was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Commissi  Gen' 
respecting  the  supplying  the  troops  with  provision  the  ensuing  campaign 
brought   in   the   following   Report — viz — 

"That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  the  whole  of  the 
provision  tax  ordered  to  be  raised  at  the  Session  in  Ocf  1781 —  ought 
to  be  collected — The  one  half  to  be  collected  immediately — The  other 
half  to  be  collected  by  the  first  day  of  Sepf  next — nevertheless  it  is  our 
opinion  that  any  town  in  this  State  may  have  the  priviledge  to  pay  said 
tax  in  hard  money  at  the  current  price  of  such  provision,  provided  such 
money  be  paid  by  the  fifteenth  day  of  April  next. 

I.  ORMSBEEfor  Comt'"". 

The  above  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill 
be  brought  in  accordingly. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  establishing  the  bounds  of  the  township 
of  Andover"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

Resolved  that  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  unto  Capt.  Daniel 
Smith  and  Comp^  ten  in   number  a  gore'  or  tract  of  land  situate  and 


I.  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  i  (Index  to  the  Papers  of  the  Surveyor  General  of 
Vermont),  p.  no,  refers  to  New  Haven  Gore,  which  was  annexed  to  New  Haven  in  1790. 
At  later  periods  portions  of  the  gore  were  annexed  to  Weybridge  and  Vergennes.  The 
bounds  of  this  tract  would  seem  to  apply  to  New  Haven  Gore,  although  no  reference  is 
made  to  it  in  "Vermont  Charters." 
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lying  in  this  State  bounding  Northerly  on  Monkton  and  Southerly  on 
New-Haven  and  Pocock — And  the  Governor  and  Council  are  hereby 
requested  to  make  out  a  charter  of  said  gore  or  tract  as  soon  as  a  proper 
survey  can  be  ascertained  by  the  Surveyor  General,  to  said  Smith  and 
Company  under  such  restrictions  and  reservations  and  for  such  fees 
as  they  shall  judge  best. 

Resolved  that  the  Board  of  War  be  and  are  hereby  empowered 
to  take  such  measures  to  provide  ammunition  for  the  use  of  this  State  as 
they  shall  judge  will  be  necessary  to  put  the  same  in  a  state  of  defence. 

Resolved  that  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  unto  M''  James  Ander- 
son and  Company  ten  in  number  including  those  that  have  made  im- 
provements thereon — a  gore'  or  tract  of  land  lying  in  this  State  bounding 
East  of  Londonderry,  containing  about  one  thousand  two  hundred  and 
eighty  acres — And  the  Governor  and  Council  are  hereby  requested,  as 
soon  as  a  proper  survey  can  be  ascertained  by  the  Surveyor  General,  of 
said  tract,  to  make  out  a  charter  of  the  same  unto  the  said  Anderson  and 
Company,  under  such  restrictions  and  reservations  and  for  such  fees  as 
they   shall   judge    best. 

Resolved  that  the  Captain  General  be  and  is  hereby  empowered  and 
directed  on  advise  of  the  Board  of  War,  to  order  into  service  such  number 
of  militia  as  they  shall  judge  necessary,  and  for  such  time  not  exceeding 
thirty  days  from  their  arrival  in  Camp. 

Resolved  that  the  Governor  and  Council  be  and  they  are  hereby 
requested  and  empowered  to  give  the  officers  &  c.  of  the  Connecticut 
line  a  reasonable  time  to  pay  the  Charter  fees  of  a  township  granted  by 
this  State  to  them — and  if  they  should  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  fees  as 
aforesaid  then  they  are  hereby  requested  and  empowered  to  grant  said 
township  to  such  persons  as  shall  most  conduce  to  the  benefit  of  this 
State. 

Resolved  that  the  Auditors  of  accounts  be  and  they  are  hereby 
directed  to  adjust  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  Commissary  Gen'  of 
Purchases — And  make  Report  to  the  next  Session. 

Resolved  that  Capt.  [Daniel]  Cumstock  [Comstock]  be  and  is  hereby 
appointed  a  Captain  to  command  a  Company  of  men  in  the  Service  of 
this  State  the  ensuing  campaign  in  the  room  of  Capt.  Jesse  Sawyer  who 
will  not  accept  of  his  appointment — And  the  Governor  is  hereby  re- 
quested to  commissionate  the  said  Capt.  Cumstock  accordingly. 

Resolved  that  the  following  be  the  Instructions  to  the  Committee 
for  receiving  granting  fees  viz.  That  they  be  and  are  hereby  empowered 
to  receive  no  other  kind  of  money  then  hard  money  for  the  granting 
fees  for  the  townships  and  gores  of  Land  granted  this  Session  of  Assembly, 
except  one  half  of  the  fees  on  the  grant  made  to  the  Rev'd  Jon'^''  Ed- 
wards and  Comp^  one  half  of  which  is  to  be  received  in  Bills  of  Credit  of 
this  State — And  also  that  they  receive  all  pay  table  orders,  Pay  masters 

I.  For  charter  of  and  reference  to  Anderson's  Gore  see  State  Papers  of  Vermont, 
vol.  2  (Vermont  Charters),  pp.  6-7,  251.  By  the  terms  of  the  charter  the  gore  became  a 
part  of  the  town  of  Windham.     The  NewYoik  grant  of  Kent  probably  included  this  gore. 
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due  bills,  Orders  from  the  Gen'  Assembly,  Council  and  Superiour  Court 
and  all  other  proper  orders  on  the  treasury  which  orders  and  receipts 
they  shall  deliver  from  time  to  time  to  the  Treasurer  taking  his  receipt 
for  the  amount  of  the  same  in  money — Said  Committee  to  make  a 
settlement  with  the  Treasurer  at  the  next  October  Session  and  sooner  if 
required  by  this  Assembly — That  they  be  furnished  with  the  lists  of  the 
names  of  the  grantees  from  the  Committee  who  were  appointed  to  make 
Report  to  this  House  what  lands  should  be  granted  and  to  whom — And 
the  accounts  of  the  sums  set  for  the  granting  fees  of  each  Right  in  the 
several  townships  and  gores  by  the  Governor  and  Council — That  they 
receive  the  granting  fees  for  all  the  townships  and  gores  granted  this 
Session- — And  the  towns  granted  hitherto  the  fees  of  which  are  not  part 
paid,  except  the  gore  adjoining  to  Walden  and  that  they  pay  over  to  the 
Treasurer  the  money  they  receive  at  this  time- — And  that  they  have 
power  to  take  forfeitures  of  delinquent  grantees  and  insert  others  in 
their  Room. 

On  motion  made. 

Resolved  that  this  Assembly  will,  when  they  do  adjourn,  adjourn 
without  day  to  meet  at  Windsor  whenever  the  Governor  and  Council 
shall  judge  best  for  them  to  meet. 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  specially  directed  to 
lay  by  for  the  Delegates  to  Congress  £ioo,  and  that  nextly  he  pay  to 
Gen'  Olcott  an  order  issued  by  this  House  and  then  he  pay  out  to  the 
members  of  Council  and  Assembly,  and  the  several  officers  of  both 
houses  who  are  not  in  debt  to  the  State  one  half  of  the  present  Deben- 
ture. 

Resolved  that  the  Speaker  be  allowed  half  a  dollar  p"^  day  during  the 
present  Sessions  in  addition  to  his  Representatives  fees  for  his  extra- 
ordinary services — And  that  the  Secretary  be  allowed  twelve  shillings 
p""  day  during  this  Session  for  his  services.  And  that  the  Clerk  be  allowed 
nine  shillings  p''  day  during  this  Session  for  his  services. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  how 
much  hard  money  there  is  in  the  Treasury,  and  what  orders  ought  to  be 
paid — and  make  Report — The  members  chosen — M""  [Stephen]  Pearl, 
M''  [Edward]  Harris  and  M""  [Matthew]  Lyon. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  9  "Clock. 

THURSDAY  Feb^  2%'^  1782 

On    motion    made. 

Resolved  to  Reconsider  the  vote  passed  yesterday  appointing  two 
persons  in  addition  to  the  Agents  appointed  to  negociate  the  business  of 
this  State  in  Congress. 

Resolved  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  and  is  hereby  re- 
quested to  Commissionate  the  Agents  appointed  with  Plenipotentiary 
powers  to  negociate  the  admission  of  this  State  into  Confederation  with 
the  United  States  three  of  whom  are  hereby  authorized  to  transact  said 
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business,  &  if  this  State  is  admitted  into  Confederation  any  one  or  two 
of  said  Agents  are  hereby  empowered  to  take  their  seats  and  Represent 
this  State  in  Congress. 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  in  hard 
money  unto  Ezra  Styles^  Esq*^  an  order  that  the  Committee  of  Pay- 
Table  shall  give  him  for  money  he  expended  &c.  while  on  his  late  tour  to 
Albany  and  the  Westard. 

A  petition  signed  James  Hadlock  Esq''  praying  for  a  township  of 
Land  was  Read  and  Refered  to  the  next  Session. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  for  taking  off  the  tendercy  of  the  paper 
currency^  of  this  State  the  first  day  of  June  next"  was  Read  and  passed 
the  House. 

Resolved  that  the  Secretary  to  the  Governor  and  Council  be  and  is 
hereby  allowed  nine  shillings  p"^  day  while  attending  on  Council. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  see  what  hard  money  there  is  now 
going  into  the  Treasury  and  how  the  same  should  be  paid  out— brought 
in  the  following  Report  viz — "That  they  find  there  is  £369  in  hard 
money  now  to  go  into  the  Treasury;  and  that  they  find  it  will  take 
£226-17-10  to  pay  one  third  of  the  Debenture  of  Council  and  Assembly 
not  reckoning  this  days  pay — and  that  when  £100  is  laid  by  for  the 
Agents  to  Congress  there  will  be  left  £42-18-2  out  of  which  it  is  the 
opinion  of  your  Com'^^  that  Governor  Paine  have  £8  on  account  of  the 
order  he  has  on  the  Treasury — Gen'  Enos  £6  on  his  like  order — M'' 
Spooner  £8  on  his  like  order,  M''  Townshend  £6  on  his  like  order. 

"M.  Lyon  for  the  Com'"". 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  the  Treasurer  is 
hereby  directed  to  govern  himself  accordingly. 

Resolved  that  there  be  and  there  hereby  is  granted  unto  Capt, 
Elijah  Dewey  and  Company  fifteen  in  number  so  much  of  the  gore 
joining  East  on  Cabbot^  as  will  make  each  of  them  sixty  fifth  parts  of  a 
six  mile  square  township — And  the  Governor  and  Council  are  hereby 
requested  to  make  out  a  Charter  thereof  under  such  restrictions  and  with 
such  reservations  and  for  such  fees  as  they  shall  judge  best. 

An  Act  Entitled  An  Act  for  the  purpose  of  raising  three  hundred 


1.  In  Slade's  Vermont  State  Papers,  p.  162,  the  name  of  Ezra  Stiles  is  given  as  one 
of  nine  commissioners  elected  by  the  Legislature,  Oct.  19,  1781,  to  treat  with  commissioners 
from  New  Hampshire  and  New  York,  respectively,  for  the  adjustment  of  "jurisdictional 
boundary  lines."  A  biographical  sketch  may  be  found  in  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2, 
p.   104. 

2.  The  act  provided  that  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  the  following  June  (1782)  the 
paper  currency  or  bills  of  credit  of  the  State  should  not  be  "a  legal  tendry"  (legal  tender) 
in  any  payment  of  contract,  "except  in  the  treasury  of  this  state."  The  text  of  the  act  is 
given  in  Slade's  Vermont  State  Papers,  p.  446. 

3.  For  charter  of  and  reference  to  Deweysburg  see  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2 
(Vermont  Charters),  pp.  60-62,  286.  Deweysburg  was  annexed  to  Danville  and  Peacham 
in  1810. 


92  Assembly  Journal 

able  bodied  effective  men'  for  the  ensuing  Campaign"  was  Read  and 
passed  the  House. 

Whereas  in  the  Charter  of  Andover  the  Course  of  the  last  line 
mentioned  in  said  Charter  does  not  steer  in  such  a  manner  as  to  strike 
the  place  where  the  description  in  said  Charter  begins — Therefore  Re- 
solved that  the  said  line  be  considered  to  run  in  such  a  course  and  dis- 
tance as  that  it  close  to  the  corner  where  the  description  of  the  bounds  of 
said  Andover  begins  notwithstanding  the  mistake  made  in  the  Charter. 

Resolved  that  one  person  be  added  to  the  Agents  and  Delegates 
appointed  to  transact  the  business  of  this  State  at  Congress — The 
ballots  being  taken 

The  hon*"'^  Jonas  Fay  Esq"^  was  Elected. 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be  and  is  hereby  specially 
directed  to  pay  Micah  Townshend  Esq"^  the  amount  of  his  account 
allowed  by  the  Com'*^^  of  Pay-Table  for  Recording  the  Laws  &c.  in  hard 
money  as  soon  as  may  be  after  he  shall  have  paid  out  the  money  specially 
directed  to  be  paid  on  the  debenture  &c.  at  the  Rising  of  this  House. 

On  motion  made 

Resolved  that  the  vote  passed  for  adjourning  this  House  without  day 
be  and  is  hereby  Reconsidered — And  that  this  Assembly  when  they  do 
adjourn,  will  adjourn  to  meet  at  Windsor  on  the  second  Thursday  of 
June    next. 

Resolved  that  the  hon'''^  Paul  Spooner  Moses  Robinson,  &  Jonas 
Fay  Esq"'^  and  Isaac  Tichenor  Esq"^  be  and  are  hereby  requested  to  re- 
pair to  Congress  without  delay  on  the  business  of  their  appointment. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  repealing  a  certain  clause  in  the  Act 
Entitled  An  Act  for  the  purpose  of  &c.  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

Resolved  that  three  persons  be  added  to  the  Committee  appointed 
to  revise  the  Laws — The  persons  chosen  M""  [Micah]  Townshend,  M'' 
[Nathaniel]  Chipman  and  M''  [Stephen]  Jacob. 

Adjourned  until  i  °Clock  afternoon  then  to  meet  at  the  meeting 
house    in    this    town. 

I  °Clock  P.  M. 

Resolved  that  the  Land  office  Committee  be  and  they  are  hereby 
directed  to  pay  unto  the  Commissary  General  of  Purchases  from  time  to 
time,  such  monies  as  they  shall  judge  necessary,  considering  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  State — as  soon  as  the  orders  specially  directed  by  this 
House  are  paid  and  said  Commissary  to  give  his  receipt  to  be  account- 
able to  the  Treasurer  for  the  said  monies. 


I.  Among  the  legislative  acts  passed  in  February,  1782  (see  Slade's  Vermont  State 
Papers,  pp.  446-448),  is  "an  act  for  the  purpose  of  raising  three  hundred  able  bodied,  eflFec- 
tive  men  for  the  ensuing  campaign. "  The  Connecticut  River  towns  north  of  Barnet  were 
exempted  from  the  quota.  The  several  towns  were  required  to  pay  the  soldiers  and  non- 
commissioned officers,  and  the  State,  the  field,  staff  and  commissioned  officers.  The  pay  of 
a  private  was  two  pounds  per  month. 
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An  Act  entitled  "an  Act  In  addition  to  and  alteration  of  an  Act 
entitled  an  Act  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  provisions  for  the  troops  to 
be  employed  in  the  service  of  this  State  for  the  ensuing  campaign — was 
Read  and  passed  the  House. 

Resolved  that  Col°  John  Barret,  Benjamin  Burt  and  John  Sessions 
Esq"  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  to  Super  Intend  the  press^  and 
supply  the  same — And  the  Governor  and  Council  are  hereby  requested 
to  give  said  Committee  their  instructions. 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  to 
Col°  Joseph  Caldwell%  Capt.  David  Smith  and  Phinehas  Whiteside 
Esq""  an  equal  shares  of  their  debentures  the  present  Session,  with  the 
present  members. 

Resolved  that  the  Board  of  War  be  and  they  are  hereby  empowered 
and  directed  to  proportion  the  men  to  the  several  towns  that  are  ordered 
to  be  raised  for  the  ensuing  Campaign. 

Adjourned  until  the  second  Thursday  of  June  next  then  to  meet  at 
Windsor. 

Attest 

Res'     Hopkins  Clerk. 

The  foregoing  are  a  true  copy  of  the  orignal  Journals  of  the  Assembly 
from  the  31^'  Jan^  to  the  28'''  March  1782 — Recorded  by 

Ros'  Hopkins  Clerk  of  Assembly 


1.  A  copy  of  instructions  to  the  committee,  signed  by  Joseph  Fay,  secretary,  is  given 
in  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  p.  151.  This  was  not  intended  as  an  attempt  to  regulate 
the  Vermont  Gazette,  published  at  Westminster,  but  "to  superintend  and  provide  for  the 
printing  office  in  this  State,"  and  to  investigate  conditions  in  the  Westminster  office  and 
report  why  they  had  not  answered  the  purposes  expected.  Postriders  were  desired  to  dis- 
tribute the  public  acts  and  newspapers  throughout  the  State.  With  the  consent  of  the 
proprietors  the  printing  office  and  materials  might  be  removed  to  Bennington  at  the  State's 
expense  if  any  person  at  the  latter  place  would  supply  the  materials  needed.  If  the  West- 
minster printers  would  not  accede  to  these  terms  and  would  not  "engage  to  carry  on  said 
business  punctually  and  with  dispatch,"  the  committee  was  directed  to  discharge  the 
printer  and  secure  one  who  "will  answer  the  purposes  expected." 

2.  The  three  men  mentioned  were  members  of  the  General  Assembly  from  the 
"Western  Union"  (New  York  towns),  which  had  been  dissolved. 
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THURSDAY  June  is''^  1782. 

The  General  Assembly  met  at  the  Town  House  in  Windsor  agreeable 
to  their  adjournment  in  February  last. 

Foted  Thomas  Chandler  Jun"^  Clerk  P.  T. 
There  not  being  a  quorum  present  adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning 
8  "Clock. 

FRIDAY  June  14^^  1782. 

There  not  being  a  quorum  present  adjourned  until  2  "Clock  after- 
noon. 

Attest  Tho*     Chandler  Clerk   P.  T. 

2  "Clock  P.  M. 

There  not  being  a  quorum  present  adjourned  until  8  "Clock  to 
morrow  morning. 

SATURDAY  June  is'^  1782. 

Resolved  that  some  member  be  requested  to  wait  on  his  Excellency 
the  Gov"'  and  Council  and  inform  them  that  this  House  are  ready  to  pro- 
ceed to  business. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  Council  came  into  the  House  when 
his  Excellency  laid  the  following  Letters  before  the  House  which  were 
Read  in  their  order — viz* — 

A  letter  signed  Tho^  Tolman  D.  Sec^  dated  Arlington  Ap'  15'*' 
1782 — directed  to  his  Excellency  Geo.  Clinton  Esq""  &c.  &c.  one  signed 
by  his  Excellency  dated  16'^  March  1782^  directed  to  his  Excellency* 
Geo.  Washington  Esq'' — one  other  signed  by  his  Excellency,  date  afore- 
said, directed  to  the  hon^'^  Oliver  Wolcott  Esq"' — one  signed  Barzillas 
Rice^  dated  Brattleboro  14*''  May  1782  directed  to  Jon*''  Hunt  Esq"'  Sheriff 
of  Windham  County  one  signed  Jon'^  Hunt  dated  Hinsdale  15''^  May 
1782  directed  to  Gov''  Chittenden,  one  signed  John  Shepherdson  dated 
Guilford  May  16'^  1782  directed  to  Gov""  Chittenden — one  from  his 
Excellency  dated  May  22^^  1782  directed  to  Jon'''  Hunt  Esq'',  one  of  the 
same  date  directed  to  Stephen  R.  Bradley  Esq"",  one  of  the  same  date 
directed  to  Gen'  Sam'  Fletcher,  one  of  the  same  date  directed  to  Jon'*" 
Bigelow,  Dan'  Lynde  Josiah  Bigelow  and  others — and  one  of  23''  May 
1782  directed  to  John  Shepherdson  Esq'' 

After  reading  the  aforesaid  Letters  his  Excellency  requested  that 
there  might  be  some  alterations  made  in  the  following  Acts  viz — ^The 


1.  For  text  of  letter  see  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  pp.  385-386. 

2.  Rice  was  one  of  Sheriff  Hunt's  deputies.  This  correspondence  apparently  re- 
ferred to  an  uprising  of  New  York  partisans  in  Guilford.  See  Governor  and  Council,  voL 
2,  p.  ISS- 
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Act  directing  the  levying  and  serving  executions — The  Act  respecting 
the  making  up  the  depreciation  to  Col°  Warners  Regiment — ^And  the 
Provision  Act. 

The  Agents  appointed  to  wait  on  Congress  requested  that  Monday 
next  might  be  assigned  to  hear  their  Report — therefore  Ordered  that 
Monday  next  at  the  opening  of  the  House  in  the  afternoon  be  assigned 
for  that  purpose. 

On  motion  made 

Resolved  that  M""  Mungers'  name  be  erased  out  of  the  Roll  by  rea- 
son of  his  having  moved  out  of  the  State. 

On  motion  made  by  M*^  Tichenor 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  to  arrange  the  most  necessary  business  to  be  transacted  during 
the  present  Session;  and  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M"" 
[Isaac]  Tichenor,  M^  [John]  Strong,  M^  [Thomas]  Chandler,  M^  [Stephen] 
Jacob  ad  M"^  Sam'  Safford. 

M^  Tichenor  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Pay-Table  requested  to 
know  whether  said  Committee  should  adjust  and  draw  on  the  Treasurer 
for  the  sums  found  due  on  the  Pay  Rolls  of  the  Militia  in  the  late  Western 
union.     Thereupon 

Resolved  that  M^  Strong  be  and  is  hereby  requested  to  wait  on  the 
Treasurer  and  enquire  of  him  how  much  money  has  been  paid  into  the 
Treasury  by  the  Inhabitants  or  towns  in  the  late  Western  Union — and 
make  Report. 

The  following  motion  made  by  M''  [Matthew]  Lyon  was  put  viz — 

"Whether  this  House  would  order  the  Committee  of  Pay-Table  to 
adjust  certain  accounts  of  Col°  Lyon  and  Maj"^  Ormsby  for  horse  keeping 
&c.  furnished  the  militia  under  their  command  while  on  an  expedition 
to  the  Western  union" — after  some  debate,  it  was  carried  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

A  petition  signed  by  the  Select-Men  of  the  town  of  Rutland  praying 
for  relief  in  the  provision  tax,  was  Read  &  refered  to  a  Committee  of  three 
to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make  Report — The  members 
chosen  M'  [Joshua]  Webb,  M-^  [Matthew]  Lyon  and  M*"  [Stephen] 
Pearl. 

A  petition  signed  by  Ezra  Holbrook,  Peter  Hazeltine  and  John  Dyar 
Select  Men  of  the  town  of  Townshend  was  Read  and  refered  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration,  and  make  Report — 
The  members  chosen  M*^  [Benjamin]  Whipple,  M""  [Silas]  Hamilton  and 
M^  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley. 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon. 


I.  Jonathan  Munger  represented  the  Bennington  County  town  of  New  Stamford. 
Granted  originally  as  Stamford  by  Governor  Wentworth  of  New  Hampshire,  the  town  was 
regranted  by  the  same  official,  in  1764,  as  New  Stamford.  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol. 
2  (Vermont  Charters),  pp.  350-351.  The  name  of  the  town  again  was  changed  to  Stamford 
in  1783. — Vermont  the  Land  of  Green  Mountains,  p.  48. 
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2  °Clock  P.  M. 

On  motion  made  by  M"^  [Stephen]  Pearl — 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  Bill  appointing  a  Special  Superiour 
Court  in  the  County  of  Windham — and  make  Report — The  members 
chosen  M""  [Stephen]  Pearl,  M"^  [Matthew]  Lyon  and  M'  Brace^ 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be  and  hereby  is  specially 
directed  to  pay  Micah  Townshend  Esq''  the  sum  of  four  pounds  nine 
shillings  and  four  pence  out  of  any  money  in  his  hands,  the  same  being 
for  the  expences  of  printing  and  sending  to  the  Sheriffs  of  Windsor  and 
Orange  Counties  copies  of  the  Act  for  raising  300  men  &c. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  for  the  altering  of  the  name  of  the  town- 
ship of  Hertford"^  was  read  and  passed  the  House. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  arrange  the  business  of  the  present 
Session  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — "That  an  amendment  be 
made  in  the  Act  directing  the  levying  and  serving  Executions — 
2diy — ^jj  amendment  in  the  first  clause  of  the  Provision  Act. 
^diy — ^fj  alteration  in  the  Act  imposing  a  fine  of  30/ per  day  on  absent 
members  &c. 

4"^ — Take  under  consideration  the  act  for  levying  a  tax  on  the  lands  in 
this  State. 

S^'' — That  a  Statute  be  made  in  explanation  of  the25'^3  Section  of  the 
Constitution. 

6'*^ — An  Act  permitting  Prisoners  within  certain  descriptions  the  liberty 
of  the  Goal  [jail]  yard  and  appointing  some  person  or  persons  to  affix 
the  bounds  of  the  said  Goal  [jail]  yards  in  the  several  Counties  in  this 
State. 
y^^ — That  the  Auditors  of  accounts  be  called  upon  to  make  Report. 

Sam'  Fletcher  for  the  Com"*" 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  thereupon  Resolved  that  a 
Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council  be  appointed 


1.  The  name  of  Mr.  Brace  does  not  appear  in  the  list  of  members  in  this  Journal  nor 
in  Comstock's  revision  of  Deming's  Vermont  Officers.  Jonathan  Brace  was  graduated 
from  Yale  College  in  1779,  studied  law  under  Oliver  Ellsworth,  later  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court,  and  came  to  Vermont  to  practice  his  profession.  He  re- 
sided in  Manchester  and  later  in  Pawlet.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Council  of  Censors,  and 
Assistant  Judge  of  County  Court,  States  Attorney  and  Clerk  of  the  Court.  After  a  few  years 
in  Vermont  he  returned  to  Connecticut,  where  he  served  as  member  of  the  Legislature, 
Judge  of  Probate,  Chief  Judge  of  Hartford  County  Court,  member  of  Congress  and  for 
nine  years  was  Mayor  of  Hartford. 

2.  It  was  first  voted  to  change  the  name  to  Waterford,  but  Paul  Spooner,  in  the 
Council,  secured  the  adoption  of  an  amendment  making  the  name  Hartland.  As  the  town 
adjoined  Hartford,  and  the  name  Hertford  was  similar,  confusion  resulted  and  a  change 
was  desirable.  The  Town  of  Waterford,  originally  chartered  as  Littleton,  did  not  receive 
its  present  name  until  1797. 

3.  This  section  of  the  Constitution  relates  to  imprisonment  for  debt. 
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to  take  under  the  first  article  in  said  Report,  and  make  Report — The 
members  chosen  M''  [John]  Barret,  M''  [Samuel]  Knight  and  M"'  [Samuel] 
Mattucks. 

Resolved  that  M''  [Stephen]  Jacob  be  and  is  hereby  requested  to  make 
such  necessary  alterations  in  the  first  clause  of  the  Provision  Act,  agree- 
able to  the  2^  article  in  said  Report — as  he  shall  judge  best- — and  make 
Report. 

Resolved  that  M""  [Isaac]  Tichenor  be  and  is  hereby  requested  in  a 
Bill  agreeable  to  the  3'^'  article  in  said  Report  of  arrangement. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  4*^^  article  in  said 
Report  of  arrangement — and  make  Report — The  members  chosen  IVI'' 
[Isaac]  Tichenor,  M^  [Thomas]  Chandler  M'  [John]  Strong,  M^  [Stephen] 
Jacob  and  M''  [Edward]  Harris. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  two  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  Bill 
agreeable  to  the  5""^  article  in  said  Report  and  make  Report — The 
members  chosen  M""  Townshend''  &  IVP  [Israel]  Smith. 

Resolved  that  M''  [Samuel]  Knight  be  and  is  hereby  requested  to  pre- 
pare a  Bill  agreeable  to  the  6'^^  Article  in  said  arrangement 

Resolved  that  Tuesday  next  be  assigned  to  hear  the  Report  of  the 
Auditors  of  accounts  at   8  °Clock  in  the  morning. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  for  pardoning  John  Arms"  was  Read  and 
passed  the  House. 

Adjourned  until  monday  next  8  °Clock  in  the  morning. 

MONDAY  June  17'^  1782. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Ezra  Holbrook 
&c.  Select  men  of  Townshend  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — 

"We  submit  as  our  opinion  that  said  town  pay  their  said  tax  for 
said  year  agreeable  to  said  list  and  that  if  doomed  as  is  set  forth  in  said 
petition  more  than  their  proportion  so  much  should  be  taken  off  said 
tax. 

Benj^  Whipple  for  Com'"" 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a 
Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  the  Select  Men 
of  Rutland  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz— "That  they  have 
examined  into  the  matter  contained  in  said  petition  and  that  altho  some 
other  towns  may  have  claims  of  the  same  kind  which  your  would  not 


This  article  relates  to  fines  for  absent  members. 

This  article  relates  to  levying  a  tax  on  State  lands. 

This  article  relates  to  imprisonment  for  debt  as  set  forth  In  the  Constitution. 

Micah  Townshend  was  Secretary  of  State. 

This  article  relates  to  freedom  of  and  limits  of  the  jail  yard. 
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think  proper  to  grant — yet  as  the  local  situation  of  the  town  of  Rutland^ 
has  been  the  occasion  of  their  being  more  burthened  [burdened]  by  indig- 
ent Rufugees  than  some  other  towns  and  as  they  have  otherwise  been 
greatly  burthened  by  the  War,  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  six 
pounds  seven  shillings  be  granted  on  said  petition. 

M.  Lyon  for  Com'«^". 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a 
Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

A  petition  signed  Silas  Hamilton  in  behalf  of  himself,  Rob'  Bratten 
and  Rob'  Bratten  Jun''  was  Read  and  dismissed. 

An  Act  Entitled  An  Act  appointing  the  Superiour  Court  to  sit  in 
the  County  of  Windham,  was  Read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  signed  David  Hitchcock  in  behalf  of  himself  and  asso- 
ciates praying  for  a  gore  of  Land,  was  Read  and  Refered  to  a  Committee 
of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council  to  take  the  same  under 
consideration  &  make  Report  the  members  chosen  M''  [Matthew] 
Lyon,  M^  [Gideon]  OHn  and  M^  [Daniel]  Taylor. 

M''  [Isaac]  Tichenor  agreeable  to  appointment  brought  in  a  Bill 
entitled  "An  Act  to  lessen  the  penalty  in  an  Act  compelling  the  punctual 
attendance  of  the  Members  of  Gen'  Assembly  &c.  which  Act  was  Read 
and  dismissed. 

The  petition  of  Asaph  White  and  others  which  was  refered  from 
the  last  Session  was  again  refered  to  the  next  Ocf  Session. 

Whereas  the  Committee  appointed  last  Session  to  take  under 
consideration  the  petition  of  Witherlee  Wittum  and  Sons  have  not  been 
able  to  Report  thereon  agreeable  to  their  appointment  Therefore 

Resolved  that  said  Committee  be  and  they  are  hereby  empowered 
and  directed  to  proceed  to  hear  the  matter  of  said  petition  agreeable  to 
their  appointment  the  last  Session  and  that  they  make  Report  to  the 
next  October  Session,  and  the  execution  in  favour  of  David  Caswell  and 
Thomas  White  against  said  Witherlee  Wittum  and  Sons,  be  and  is  here- 
by stayed  until  the  rising  of  the  Assembly  in  Ocf  next. 

Ordered  that  M""  [Matthew]  Lyon  be  requested  to  bring  in  a  Bill  in 
explanation  of  an  Act  entitled  "An  Act  directing  the  Listers  in  their 
office  and  duty"  and  make  Report. 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon. 

2  "Clock  P.  M. 

On  motion  made  by  M""  [Martin]  Powell 

Resolved  that  Col°  John  Barret  and  Col°  John  Strong  be  and  they 
are  hereby  appointed  as  an  addition  to  the  Committee  of  Pay-Table 
during  the  present  Session. 

On  motion  made 


I.     Rutland  was  the  headquarters  of  the  Vermont  troops  for  several  years. — Crock- 
ett's History  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  pp.  244,  265. 
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Resolved  that  this  House  join  the  Governor  and  Council  in  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  to  take  under  consideration  and  hear  the  Report  of 
the  Agents  that  have  been  to  Congress  &c.  after  some  time  spent  in  the 
Com'^^  of  the  whole — they  having  adjourned  the  House  formed  and 
proceeded   to  business. 

Resolved  that  there  be  and  hereby  is  remitted  to  the  town  of  Towns- 
hend,  all  that  part  of  the  provision  tax  granted  in  the  year  1780  that  was 
laid  on  said  town  over  and  above  what  would  have  been  laid  on  said 
town,  had  the  true  list  of  said  town  been  known  at  the  time  said  tax  was 
granted. 

Resolved  that  there  be  and  hereby  Is  remitted  to  the  town  of  Rutland 
off  of  their  provision  tax  granted  in  the  year  1780  the  amount  of  six 
pounds  seven  shillings  lawful  money. 

M""  [Matthew]  Lyon  agreeable  to  appointment  brought  in  a  Resolve 
in  explanation  of  an  Act  directing  the  Listers  in  their  ofRce  and  duty — 
which   was   read   and  dismissed. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  first  article  in  the  arrang- 
ment  brought  in  an  Act  Entitled  an  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  entitled 
an  Act  directing  and  regulating  the  levying  and  serving  Executions, 
which  was  Read  and  dismissed — and 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  Bill  in  addition  to  an  Act  entitled  an 
Act  directing  and  regulating  the  levying  and  serving  Executions — and 
make  Report — The  members  chosen  M''  [Ebenezer]  Curtiss,  M''  [Mat- 
thew] Lyon  and  M''  S.  R.  Bradley. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  8  "Clock. 

TUESDAY  June  18'^  J782. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  having  met  agreeable  to  their  adjourn- 
ment— after  some  time  spent  therein  the  Com'*^^  Dissolved  &  the  House 
proceeded  to  business. 

Isaac  Tichenor  Esq""  one  of  the  Auditors  of  Public  accounts  made  a 
verbal  Report  of  their  Proceedings  of  the  Auditors  since  last  February. 

An  address  or  petition  signed  Thomas  Tolman  Pay-Master  was 
Read  and  Refered  until  the  Session  of  Assembly  in  Ocf  next. 

Adjourned  until  two  clock  in  the  afternoon. 

2  "Clock  P.  M. 

On  motion  made  by  Ira  Allen  Esq''  Treasurer 

Resolved  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House  that  he  receive  the 
money  sent  by  the  town  of  Lebanon  [N.  H.j  which  was  collected  by  the 
Collector  of  said  town  on  a  tax  granted  by  the  Legislature  of  this  State, 
and  that  he  receipt  the  same  as  usual. 

On  motion  made  by  M*^  [Stephen]  Pearl, 

Resolved  that  there  be  two  persons  added  to  the  Board  of  Auditors 
of  accounts,  and  that  the  Auditors  of  accounts  be   directed  to   adjust 


Wednesday,  June  19,   1782  103 

all  the  public  accounts  by  the  first  day  of  September  next  after  the 
rising  of  this  Assembly  and  publish  a  fair  stating  of  the  matter  in  a  hand 
bill  and  in  case  any  person  neglects,  or  refuses  to  settle  their  accounts 
by  that  time,  that  the  States  attorney  prosecute  such  persons  agreeable 
to  the  Statute  in  that  case  made  and  provided. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  nomina- 
tion of  two  persons  for  the  addition  above  mentioned — The  persons 
chosen  M^  [Stephen]  Pearl,  M^  S.  Safford  M^  [Thomas]  Chandler,  M^ 
[Ebenezer]  Curtiss  and  M''  J.  Bradley. 

The  aforesaid  Committee  Reported  that  agreeable  to  their  appoint- 
ment they  had  nominated  Micah  Townshend  and  Jonathan  Brace  Es- 
quires— ^who  were  appointed  as  members  of  the  Committee  of  Auditors 
of  accounts  agreeable  to  the  aforesaid  Resolutions. 

A  petition  signed  Silas  Hamilton  in  behalf  of  Rob'  Bratten  &  Rob' 
Bratten  Jun"",  was,  the  3^  time.  Read  and  the  prayer  thereof  granted  & 
Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

The  following  Resolution  of  Council  was  Read  viz — "In  Council 
Windsor  June  18'''  1782  Resolved  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  join 
a  Committee  from  the  House  to  form  an  Act  for  supressing  the  present 
disturbances  in  the  County  of  Windham — Members  chosen  M""  [Samuel] 
Fletcher  and  M''  [Benjamin]  Emmons."  Attest  Tho*  Tolman  D.  S. 
whereupon  Resolved  that  M"^  Brace,  M"'  S.  Safi'ord  and  M"'  [Stephen] 
Pearl  be  a  Committee  to  join  the  above  Com'^^  for  the  pui poses  afore- 
said. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  in  alteration  of  an  Act  Entitled  An  Act 
for  the  purpose  of  emitting  a  sum  of  money  and  directing  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  same  passed  in  Ap'  1781  " — was  Read  &  passed  the  House. 

Adjourned  until  7  "Clock  to  morrow  morning. 

WEDNESDAY  June  19'^  1782. 

On  motion  made  by  IVP  [Isaac]  Tichenor 

Resolved  that  the  Committee  of  Pay-Table  adjust  the  accounts  and 
draughts  of  the  Select  Men  of  the  town  of  Clarendon  in  favour  of  the 
widow  Walker  for  her  necessary  support  and  cloathing  &  draw  bills  on 
the  Treasurer  for  that  purpose. 

Some  Resolutions  of  the  town  of  Norwich  signed  by  Thomas  Mur- 
dock  Moderator  and  Abel  Curtis  Town  Clerk  dated  Ap'  1782  were 
Read. 

On  motion  made  by  M"^  [Stephen  R.]  Bradley 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  Bill  to  adjust  and  settle  the  estates  of 
Absentees  that  have  gone  over  to  or  joined  the  common  Enemy, ^  and 


I.  This  information  furnishes  a  detail  of  the  policy  pursued  by  Vermont  in  connection 
with  the  confiscation  of  the  property  of  Loyalists  or  Tories,  suggested  first  by  Ira  Allen, 
which  provided  a  considerable  revenue  for  the  new  State  and  lessened  the  burden  of  taxa- 
tion. 
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make  Report — The  members  chosen  M''  S.  R.  Bradley  M""  Noah  Smith 
and  M"'  [Stephen]  Jacob. 

A  petition  signed  Bildad  Easton  was  Read — 

M''  [Stephen]  Jacob  brought  in  a  Bill  in  addition  to  the  Provision 
Act  which  was    Read  and  dismissed. 

On  motion  made  by  M"'  [Ebenezer]  Drury 

Resolved  that  the  present  Constable  of  the  town  of  Pittsford  in  the 
County  of  Rutland  be  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to 
collect  the  land  tax  and  make  sale  of  Lands  agreeable  to  Law  in  that 
case  made  and  provided — And  that  the  Constable  chosen  for  said  town 
in  the  year  1782  be  and  is  hereby  discharged  from  Collecting  and  making 
sale  of  Lands  for  said  tax  for  the  future. 

A  petition  signed  by  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Dummerston  praying  for  relief  in  the  Provision  tax  was  Read  and  Re- 
fered  to  a  Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and 
make  Report — The  members  chosen  M""  [Edward]  Harris,  M''  [Benjamin] 
Whipple  and  M"^  [John]  Shepherdson. 

On  motion  made  by  M""  Tichenor, 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  Bill  directing  the  Committee  of  Pay- 
Table  not  to  answer  the  Militia  Pay  Rolls  of  the  late  Eastern  and  West- 
ern Unions,  and  other  militia  charges  that  may  be  brought  against  the 
State — Also  directing  the  Treasurer  and  Committee  for  receiving 
granting  Fees  to  stay  the  answering  any  orders  already  drawn  upon 
them  by  the  Committee  of  Pay-Table  for  services  as  above — And  make 
Report — The  members  chosen  M""  [Samuel]  Mattucks,  M"^  [Edward] 
Harris  and  M^  [Elias]  Weld. 

Ordered  that  M''  Ward  be  requested  to  wait  on  the  Treasurer  and 
enquire  of  him  how  much  of  this  States  emmission  will  be  left  in  cir- 
culation after  the  taxes  that  are  already  laid  are  collected,  and  make  Re- 
port to  this  House. 

A  petition  signed  Samuel  Fletcher  and  six  others  requesting  that 
the  several  towns  might  be  preambulated — was  Read  and  the  prayer 
thereof  granted  by  Ordering  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  agreeable  to  said 
petition. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  situation  of 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State  Relative  to  Moortown 
[Bradford] — and  prepare  a  Bill  and  make  Report — The  members  chosen 
M^  [Joshua]  Webb,  M^  [Thomas]  Chandler  and  M^  [Ebenezer]  Willson. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  to  impower  and  order  Ebenezer  Curtiss 
Commissioner  of  Sale  of  Confiscated  Land  to  give  and  execute  to  Jon"' 
Farnsworth  a  deed  of  sale  of  a  certain  tract  of  Land  therein  Described" 
was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

The  Surveyor  General  requested  by  a  letter  dated  Sunderland 
Jany  10'^''  1782  to  be  directed  in  making  out  the  bounds  of  Cambridge 
and  Fletcher — Thereupon 
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Resolved  that  the  bounds  of  said  Cambridge^  be  ascertained  agree- 
able to  the  petition  viz — "beginning  at  a  stake  and  stones  on  the  East 
line  of  Fairfield  eighteen  miles  from  the  North  line  of  this  State,  the 
East  lo'^  South  six  miles  to  a  stake  and  stones,  thence  southwardly  the 
same  point  of  Fairfax  East  line  about  six  miles,  and  eighty  rods  to  the 
North  East  corner  of  Underbill,  thence  Westwardly  on  the  North  line  of 
said  Underbill  six  miles  to  the  North  West  corner  thereof,  which  is  the 
south  East  corner  of  Fairfax,  thence  Northwardly  to  the  bounds  first 
mentioned" — And  that  the  bounds  of  Fletcher  be  also  ascertained  ac- 
cording to  the  petition  viz — "Beginning  at  the  North  East  corner  of 
Cambridge,  thence  running  East  lo*^  South  six  miles  to  a  stake  and  stones, 
thence  Southwardly  the  same  point  of  Fairfax  East  line  six  miles  to  a 
stake  and  stones,  thence  West  10''  North  six  miles  to  the  East  line  of 
Cambridge,  thence  Northwardly  on  said  line  to  the  first  mentioned 
bounds" — And  the  Surveyor  General  is  hereby  directed  to  govern  him- 
self accordingly. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  David  Hitch- 
cock and  others  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — "That  it  is  their 
opinion  it  is  proper  to  grant  the  said  gore,^  mentioned  in  said  petition, 
bounded  northerly  upon  Athens  Easterly  upon  Putney,  Southerly  upon 
Dummerston  and  Westerly  upon  New-Fane  and  Townshend  containing 
by  estimation  1000  acres  to  the  persons  and  in  the  proportion  following 
viz — to  Jonas  Moore  235  acres,  David  Hitchcock  235  acres,  Benj* 
Butterfield  Jun"^  150  acres,  Oliver  Cheny  90  acres  Eben*^  Ober  90  acres, 
Moses  Benson  50  acres  Dan'  Benson  50  acres  and  Joseph  Enos  100 
acres. 

Sam*  Fletcher  for  the  Com*^^*" 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought 
in  accordingly. 

Two  petitions  signed  by  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Clarendon 
&  Shrewsbury  were  Read  and  Refered  to  the  next  Session. 

Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  afternoon. 

2  "Clock  P.  M. 
The  following  are  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Committee  viz — 

"Windsor  June   ij^^   1782. — 
"His   Excellency   the   Governor   and   Council   having  joined   the 


1.  For  charter  of  and  reference  to  Cambridge  see  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2 
(Vermont  Charters),  pp.  41-42,  277-278.  This  township  should  not  be  confused  with 
Cambridge,  N.  Y.,  which,  as  a  part  of  the  "Western  Union,"  was  represented  in  the  Ver- 
mont Legislature. 

2.  For  charter  of  and  reference  to  Hitchcock's  Gore  see  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol. 
2  (Vermont  Charters),  pp.  93-94,  304. 
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Assembly  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  to  hear  the  Report  of  the  hon'»'* 
Jonas  Fay  and  Ira  Allen  Esq"  and  Abel  Curtiss  Esq'' and  of  thehon**'* 
Moses  Robinson,  Jonas  Fay  and  Paul  Spooner  Esq"  and  Isaac  Tichenor 
Esq''  late  agents  to  Congress. 

"His  Excellency  in  the  Chair — 

"Micah  Townshend  Esq"'  Clerk. — 
7^* — A  Resolution  of  the  Governor  and  Council  appointing  the  Hon*"'* 
Elisha  Payne,  Jonas  Fay  and  Ira  Allen  Esq"^^  and  Abel  Curtiss  Esq' 
Agents  to  Congress  dated  Jan^  loth  1782  was  Read. 
2^ — A  letter  from  Mess''^  Fay  and  Allen'  to  the  President  of  Congress 
dated  jo^*"  Jan^   1782 — Read. 

3'' — A  Letter  from  the  hon  '''^  Sam'  Livermore  Chairman  of  a  Committee 
of  Congress  to  Mess"^^  Allen  &  Fay  dated  Feb^  i^*^  Read. 
4*'' — A  Letter  from  Mess*^^  Fay  &  AUen^  to  M'^  Livermore  Chairman  &c. 
dated  5'*^  Feb^  1782.  Read. 

5*'' — A  paper  delivered  by  Mess*^*  Fay  &  Allen^  to  a  Com'^^  of  Congress 
On  the  6*"  Feb y— Read. 

6''' — A  Memorial  delivered  by  Mess''^  Fay,  Allen  &  Curtis  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Congress  dated  17"'  Feb^  1782 — Read. 

-?th — 'Written  observations  delivered  by  Mess"^^  F^Y?  Allen  and  Curtiss* 
to  the  Committee  of  Congress  dated  12"^  Feb^  1782 — Read. 
S^^ — A  letter  to  the  President  of  Congress  from  Mess"^^  Fay,  Allen  and 
Curtiss*  dated  13'''  Feb^  1782 — Read. 

^th — j^  letter  from  the  same  persons  to  the  President  of  Congress  dated 
i6'»>«  Feby  1782  Read. 

10*'' — Another  Letter  from  the  same  persons  to  the  President  dated 
2i«t7  Feby  1782— Read. 

"In  the  Report  of  the  hon'''^  Moses  Robinson,  Jonas  Fay  and 
Paul  Spooner  Esq'^^  and  Isaac  Tichenor  Esq''  the  following  papers  were 
Read — viz- — 


1.  The  text  of  the  letter  of  Messrs.  Fay  and  Allen  to  the  President  of  Congress  may  be 
found  in  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  p.  368. 

2.  The  text  of  the  letter  of  Messrs.  Fay  and  Allen  to  Hon.  Samuel  Livermore  may  be 
found  in  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  pp.  368-369. 

3.  A  memorial  signed  by  Messrs.  Fay  and  Allen  and  dated  Feb.  7,  1782,  may  be 
found  in  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  p.  369.  The  document  refers  to  the  early  form  of 
government  in  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  by  committees  of  safety  and  conventions,  the 
establishment  of  a  State  government,  the  early  opposition  to  British  authority,  and  asks 
for  admission  to  the  Federal  Union. 

4.  The  text  of  this  document  may  be  found  in  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  pp. 
369-371. 

5.  The  text  of  this  letter  may  be  found  in  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  p.  371. 

6.  The  text  of  this  letter  may  be  found  in  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  p.  371. 

7.  The  text  of  this  letter,  which  refers  to  the  necessity  of  an  early  departure  of  the 
delegates,  may  be  found  in  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  pp.  373-374. 
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I®* — A  Commission'  under  the  signature  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
appointing  the  persons  above  mentioned  Agents  and  Delegates  to 
Congiess^dated   13 ''^  March   1782. 

2^ — A  written  Report  of  the  said  Agents  of  their  proceedings  and  the 
proceedings  of  Congress — respecting  this  State. 

"Col°  Allen  then  presented  to  the  Committee  an  address  to  the  Gov'' 
&  Council  &  Gen'  Assembly  respecting  his  office  as  Treasurer — which 
was  Read. 

"The    adjourned  to  meet  tomorrow  morning  8  "Clock. 

"June  18**'  8  °Clock. 

"Met   according   to   adjournment. 

"It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  Auditors  of  accounts  be 
called  on  to  Report  their  proceedings — upon  this  question  being  put,  it 
passed  in  the  Negative. 

"The  Committee  then  disolved. 

"Attest.    MiCAH   TOWNSHEND    Clk." 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  in  its  place. 

On  motion  made 

Resolved  that  the  Gov''  and  Council  be  requested  to  join  this  House 
to  morrow  morning  to  choose  a  chief  Judge  of  the  Superiour  Court,  and 
that  Col°  [Stephen]  Pearl  be  requested  to  inform  the  Gov'  and  Council 
of  this  Resolution. 

On  motion  made  by  M'  [Isaac]  Tichenor 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
Land  office  Committee  and  enquire  of  them  how  much  granting  fees  has 
been  paid,  and  how  much  there  is  now  due,  and  when  the  same  is  to  be 
paid — And  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M'  [Isaac]  Tichenor, 
M'  [Edward]  Harris  and  M'  [Thomas]  Chandler. 

Whereas  it  appears  that  the  fourfolds  added  to  Silas  Hamilton, 
Robert  Bratten  and  Robert  Bratten  Jun'  List  of  assessment  in  Whiting- 
ham  for  the  year  178 1  to  be  just  and  expedient  that  they  should  be 
taken  off,  wherefore. 

Resolved  that  the  warrant  given  to  the  Constable  of  said  Whitingham 
for  Collecting  said  fourfolds  be  forthwith  stayed  and  said  fourfolds  be 
not  required  of  said  Silas  Hamilton  Rob'  Bratten  and  Rob'  Bratten 
Jun' 


I.  The  text  of  this  commission  may  be  found  in  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  p.  385. 
It  empowers  any  three  of  the  four  delegates  "to  negociate  and  complete,  on  the  part  of 
this  State,  the  Admission  thereof  into  a  foederal  Union  with  the  United  States  of  North 
America. — And  in  behalf  of  this  State,  to  subscribe  to  articles  of  perpetual  Union  and 
Confederation  therewith. "  An  address  by  Messrs.  Fay,  Robinson,  Spooner  and  Tichenor, 
delegates  to  Congress,  to  the  President  of  Congress,  dated  March  31,  1782,  may  be  found 
in  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  pp.  386,  387. 
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The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Bill  for  suppressing  the 
present  disturbances  in  the  County  of  Windham*  brought  in  an  Act 
entitled  "An  Act  for  the  punishment  of  Conspiracies  against  the  peace 
Liberty  and  Independance  of  this  State"  which  was  Read  and  Ordered 
that  said  Act  be  Recommitted  and  that  two  persons  be  added  to  said 
Committee — The  Members  chosen  M"^  [Benjamin]  Whipple  and  M"^ 
[Joseph]  Bradley. 

Resolved  that  the  Clerk  of  this  Assembly  be  directed  to  send  the 
following  as  an  answer  to  the  Request  of  Jonas  Galusha^  Esq''  Sheriff  of 
the  County  of  Bennington  dated  the  lo*^**  Instant — viz — 

Sir 

Yours  of  the  lo'*'  Instant  has  been  laid  before  the  House  and  duly 
considered,  whereupon,  I  am  directed  to  inform  you,  that  it  was  not  the 
design  of  the  Legislature  to  tax  Searsburgh,  which  is  part  of  the  tract 
vulgarly  known  by  the  name  of  Reedsborough^,  [Readsboro]  and  as  for 
the  tax  of  the  remaining  part,  as  it  is  difficult  to  find  out  the  owners  or 
the  several  proprietors,  as  different  persons  may  own  therein  it  is  not  ex- 
pected you  will  sell  land  there  before  the  rising  of  the  next  Session  of 


1.  The  resistance  of  New  York  partisans  to  Vermont  authority,  which  had  occurred 
in  1779  and  again  in  1782,  appeared  once  more  in  1783,  encouraged,  probably,  by  resolu- 
tions of  Congress  and  by  the  advice  of  Governor  Clinton  of  New  York.  When  the  Legis- 
lature convened  for  the  session  of  October,  1783,  authority  was  given  to  raise  "one  hundred 
able,  effective  men  to  assist  the  civil  authority  in  carrying  into  execution  the  law  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  county  of  Windham. "  Col.  Benjamin  Wait  was  given  the  command 
of  this  force.  A  party  of  Yorkers  having  attacked  the  residence  of  Luke  Knowlton  of  New- 
fane,  taken  Mr.  Knowlton  prisoner  and  conveyed  him  to  Massachusetts,  Gen.  Samuel 
Fletcher  ordered  out  a  detachment  of  Vermont  militia  to  pursue  the  captors  and  rescue  the 
captive.  Knowlton  was  released  and  returned  and  some  of  his  captors  were  arrested. 
About  this  time  Benjamin  Carpenter,  a  former  Lieutenant  Governor,  was  captured  and 
carried  away  by  the  New  York  party.  The  Vermont  authorities  pursued  such  a  vigorous 
policy  that  several  prominent  adherents  of  the  New  York  cause  petitioned  Governor 
Chittenden  for  an  amicable  settlement.  Early  in  1784  a  party  of  Yorkers  attacked  the 
headquarters  of  Commissary  General  Farnsworth  at  Brattleboro,  wounding  two  persons 
and  capturing  Constable  Oliver  Waters.  The  Sheriff  called  for  a  posse  of  200  men  and  on 
Jan.  18,  1784,  the  volunteers  were  mustered  at  Brattleboro.  A  body  of  militia  was  also 
called  out  and  was  stationed  at  Guilford  for  several  days.  A  detachment  commanded  by 
Stephen  R.  Bradley  approached  a  party  of  Yorkers,  which  fired  one  volley  and  fled  across 
the  State  line  into  Massachusetts.  One  man,  Sergt.  Silvanus  Fisk,  was  mortally  wounded 
and  another  soldier  was  slightly  wounded.  Several  of  the  New  York  party  were  fined  and 
imprisoned.  Charles  Phelps  was  adjudged  attainted  of  treason,  was  sentenced  to  sixty  days 
imprisonment  and  his  property  was  forfeited  to  the  State.  Later  Phelps  was  pardoned, 
his  property  was  restored  and  clemency  was  granted  to  the  offenders.  Most  of  the  New 
York  party  accepted  the  Vermont  jurisdiction.  Ethan  Allen  had  taken  three  Bennington 
county  companies  to  Guilford,  Jan.  22,  but  they  were  soon  dismissed.  New  York  renewed 
its  opposition  to  Vermont  in  Congress,  and  asked  for  troops  and  arms,  without  success.  A 
letter  from  Governor  Chittenden  to  the  President  of  Congress  on  this  subject  is  given  in 
Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  pp.  321-322.  Much  information  concerning  this  Windham 
County  episode  may  be  found  in  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  pp.  297-336. 

2.  For  biographical  sketch  of  Jonas  Galusha  see  Crockett's  History  of  Vermont,  vol. 
3,   pp.   26-27. 

3.  A  New  York  grant  made  to  John  Reade  in  1770  included  the  present  towns  of 
Readsboro   and   Searsburg. 
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Assembly — But  that  you  receive  what  money  may  be  offered  you  for 
tax  there,  in  the  meen  time — ^by  Order  of  the  Assembly  Ros'  Hopkins 
Clk. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Bill  in  alteration  of  an  Act 
directing  and  Regulating  the  levying  and  serving  executions — brought 
in  an  Act  for  that  purpose  which  was  Read  and  dismissed — and  Ordered 
that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  Bill  for  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid — And  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M''  [Stephen] 
Pearl,  M^  J.  Bradley  and  M--  [Lemuel]  Buck. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Land  office  Com'"'  and 
enquire  how  much  money  had  been  Received,  and  how  much  now  due 
brought  in  the  following  Report — 

"That  upon  the  different  townships  and  gores  granted  by  the 
General  Assembly  at  their  October  and  January  Sessions  1781  and  82 
the  amount  being  £6,298-10-0  excepting  two  gores  to  Peter  Olcott  & 
others  and  to  John  Wheeler  and  Comp^  the  amount  of  which  two  gores 
cannot  be  ascertained— Your  Committee  find  that  the  said  Land  Com- 
mittee, have  received  upon  account  of  said  Lands  £2,063-2-4  in  due 
bills,  £390-4-4  in  Specie  £276-5-0  in  the  paper  Currency  of  this 
State — for  which  said  monies  they  have  justly  accounted  for  by  pro- 
ducing the  treasurers  Receipts  for  their  vouchers — Thos.  Chandler 
for  Com'"." 

On  motion  made 

Resolved  that  the  Land  office  Com'^^  be  and  they  are  hereby  directed 
to  allow  a  receipt  given  by  Thomas  Tolman  Pay  Master  in  favour  of 
Capt.  Brown  for  the  sum  of  sixty  pounds — after  some  debate — ^The 
aforesaid  Resolution  was  Reconsidered  & 

Resolved  that  the  Land  office  Committee  be  and  they  are  hereby 
directed  to  give  an  order  to  Thomas  Tolman  Pay  Master  on  Capt.  Brown 
for  the  sum  of  sixty  pounds  Lawful  Money  in  Specie  and  take  his  Receipt 
for  the  same  to  be  accountable. 

On  motion  made 

Resolved  that  the  Hon*''^  Jonas  Fay  and  Paul  Spooner'  Esq""'  be  and 
they  are  hereby  requested  in  their  circuits  to  the  County  of  Orange  to 
call  on  the  disaffected  Inhabitants  in  the  Northern  towns  in  the  County 
of  Windsor,  and  such  of  the  towns  in  the  County  of  Orange,  as  they  shall 
go  through,  and  explain  the  proceedings  of  Congress  to  them  in  a  true 
light  and  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  unite  the  disaffected  people  to 
this  Government. 

On  motion  made 

Resolved  that  Isaac  Tichenor  Esq''  be  and  is  hereby  requested  to 
repair  to  the  towns  of  Brattlebororough  Hallifax  and  Guilford,  and  ex- 
plain the  Proceedings  of  Congress  to  the  disaffected  in  a  true  light  and 
that  he  use  his  utmost  exertions  to  unite  the  People  in  those  towns  to  this 
Government. 


I.    Jonas  Fay  and  Paul  Spooner  were  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  1782. 
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Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  8  °Clock. 
THURSDAY  June  20^^  j^gi. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  confirming  a  Right  of  Land  unto  Reuben 
Bloomer'  in  the  township  of  Dorset"  was  read  and  passed  the  House. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day 

The  Governor  &  Council  Joined  this  House  to  choose  a  Chief  Judge 
of  the  Superiour  Court — The  ballots  being  taken 

The  hon'''^  Moses  Robinson  was  Elected — 

On  motion  made  by  M""  S.  R.  Bradley — 

Resolved  that  the  Resolution  passed  yesterday  "directing  the  Land 
office  Committee  to  give  an  order  in  favour  of  Thomas  Tolman  Pay 
master  on  Capt.  Brown  for  the  sum  of  sixty  pounds  L.  M.  in  Specie"  be 
and  is  hereby  reconsidered  and  repealed. 

On  motion  made  by  M''  [Stephen]  Jacob, 

Resolved  that  M"^  Bradley  be  requested  to  wait  on  the  Land  Office 
Committee  and  desire  them  to  inform  this  House  what  money  Capt. 
Brown  has  paid  for  granting  fees  for  the  township  granted  to  him,  and 
what  there  is  now  due — and  when  the  same  is  to  be  paid. 

A  petition  signed  by  Nathan  Dealano  and  Lemuel  Carew  was  read 
and  refered  to  the  Session  of  Assembly  in  October  next. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
Surveyor  General  and  report  their  opinion  to  this  House  of  an  Act 
directing  the  Surveyor  General  to  preambulate^  the  lines  of  several 
towns  in  the  southwest  part  of  the  State — The  members  chosen  M"" 
[Mathew]  Lyon,  M^  [Gideon]  Olin  and,  M^  [William]  Ward. 

Ordered  that  M""  Smith  be  requested  to  prepare  a  Bill  to  enable 
the  Treasurer  to  grant  extents  against  the  delinquent  Collectors — and 
make    Report. 

M''  [Isaac]  Tichenor  and  M''  [Thomas]  Chandler  requested  leave  of 
absence — Granted 

A  petition  signed  Moses  Evans  was  Read  and  Refered  to  the  next 
Session — N.  B.     Said  Petition  was  given  to  said  Evans. 

A  petition  signed  Joseph  Frost  was  read  and  refered  to  the  next 
Oct""   Session. 

A  petition  signed  Ebenezer  Taft  was  read  and  dismissed. 

On  motion  made  by  M*^  Brace  in  favour  of  the  Proprietors  of 
Fairhaven. 

The  petition  of  Joseph  Carver  and  others  which  was  refered  from 
the  last  Session  was  again  read  and  the  Petitioners  being  thrice  publickly 
called,  and  none  appeared  to  answer  or  shew  cause  why  said  petition 
should  not  be  dismissed — said  petition  was  accordingly  dismissed. 

Resolved  that  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  unto  Lieut.     David 

1.  The  text  of  this  act  may  be  found  in  Slade's  Vermont  State  Papers,  p.  455. 

2.  To  preambulate  town  lines  means  to  reexamine  or  resurvey  these  lines  to  insure 
their  accuracy. 
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Hitchcock  and  his  associates  seven  in  number  herein  after  named,  a  gore 
or  tract  of  Land'  containing  by  estimation  one  thousand  acres  bounded 
Northerly  upon  Athens,  Easterly  upon  Putney,  Southerly  upon  Dummer- 
ston  and  Westerly  upon  New-Fane  and  Townshend  viz — to  Jonas  Moore 
two  hundred  and  thirty  five  acres,  David  Hitchock,  two  hundred  and 
thirty  five  acres,  Benj  ^  Butterfield  Jun"'  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres, 
Oliver  Cheney  ninety  acres  Ebenezer  Ober  ninety  acres,  Moses  Benson 
fifty  acres  Daniel  Benson  fifty  acres  and  Joseph  Enos  one  hundred  acres 
— And  the  Governor  and  Council  are  hereby  requested  to  issue  a  charter 
or  grant  for  the  same  to  the  said  persons,  under  such  restrictions  and 
reservations  as  to  them  shall  appear  proper,  annexing  the  said  gore  to 
Putney — upon  this  condition  that  if  any  other  Inhabitants  than  are  above 
named  are  included  in  the  bounds  of  said  gore^ — The  said  grantees  shall 
relinquish  to  the  actual  settlers  what  they  have  severally  heretofore 
purchased    or    improved — 

Adjourned  until   2  °Clock  afternoon — 

2  "Clock  P.  M.— 

A  petition  signed  Benj  ^  Wait  Col°3'*  Reg*  was  read — and  Refered  to 
a  Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make  Re- 
port of  their  opinion  respecting  the  same;  and  also  their  opinion  respecting 
the  North  Eastern  Reg*  in  this  State — The  members  chosen  M^  S.  R. 
Bradley,  M^  Burton  and  M'  J.  Safford— 

Resolved  that  the  Clerk  of  this  Assembly  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to 
give  an  execution  in  favour  of  the  Proprietors  of  Fairhaven  against 
Joseph  Carver  and  others,  petitioners  for  the  following  costs — viz — 

Travil  60  miles  £1-10-0 

Attendance  7  days  0-14-0 

Attorneys  fees  o-  6-0 

Secretarys  fees  20/  Clerks  fees  ^  i-  1-3 


£3-11-3 


An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  establishing  the  Constitution  of  Vermont 
and  securing  the  priviledges  of  the  People"  was  read  and  passed  the 
House — 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  regulating  all  processes  in  civil  causes"  was 
Read  and  passed  the  House — 

An  Act  Entitled  An  Act  defining  and  limiting  the  power  of  the  several 
Courts  within  this  State  was  Read  and  passed  the  House — 

The  yeas  and  Nays  were  required  upon  the  following  part  of  said 
Act  last  passed  as  it  stood  before  the  amendment — viz — Whether  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace  should  try  causes  of  40/  on  all  specialties,  and   notes 


I.  For  charter  of  and  reference  to  Hitchcock's  Gore  see  State  Papers  of  Vermont, 
vol.  2  (Vermont  Charters),  pp.  93-94,  304.  By  the  terms  of  its  charter  it  became  a  part 
of  Putney. 
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of  hand  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  six  pounds  and  avouched  by  one  or 
more  witnessess — ^They  stand  as  follows^  viz — 


Yeas 

Nays 

M-^  Olin 

M^  S.  SafFord 

M^  Wright 

M-"  Powell 

M""  Lyon 

M^  J.  Bradley 

M--  Buck 

M-"  Strong 

M^  Thomas 

M^  Culver 

M^  Pearl 

M^  Ward 

M'  Porter 

M'  Moseley 

M"^  Mattucks 

M^  G.  Sherman 

M^  Edgerton 

M^  J.  Smith 

M^  S.  R.  Bradley 

M^  Walker 

M''  Shepherdson 

M^  Whipple 

M^  Harris 

M^  Drury 

M'  Henry 

M-^  Webber 

M"'  Sargeants 

M-"  Higley 

M^  Knight 

M^  Bullock 

M""  Granger 

M"^  Underwood 

M""  Flagg 

M^  Cook 

M^  Taylor 

M^  Rice 

M^  Merrick 

M--  Spalding 

M""  Barrett 

M''  Jewet 

M'  Bisbee 

M^  Willson 

M^  Weld 

M-"  Wood 

M""  Sever 

M--  Webb 

M'^  Burton 

M'  Aikin 

M^  Smith 

M"^  Kinnee 

M""  Bartholomew 

M^  E.  Curtiss 

M"^  Simonds 

M^  Chilson 

M"^  Sprague 

M^  J.  Safford 

M"-  Cottle 

M-^  Dana 

M'-Cox 

M-"  Coifeen 

M''  Beman 

M^  Thurber 

M^  Gilds 

Yeas  26  and  Nays  37. 


I.  The  names  of  143  members  were  given  at  the  opening  of  the  October  session  in  178 1. 
There  were  49  members  representing  towns  in  the  Eastern  and  Western  Unions.  This 
total  of  63  votes  does  not,  of  necessity,  represent  the  full  vote  of  the  Assembly  after  the 
Unions  were  dissolved. 
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The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Col°  Wait  of 
the  3*^  Reg*^  &c.  brought  in  the  following  Report — viz — 

"That  the  bounds  of  the  third  Regiment  be  as  follows  viz  beginning 
at  the  waters  of  Connecticut  River,  thence  running  West  upon  the  South 
lines  of  the  bounds  of  Springfield,  Chester  and  Andover  to  the  lines  of  the 
County  of  Bennington  thence  North  upon  the  said  line  as  formerly 
established  to  the  South  line  of  Barnard  thence  East  upon  the  South 
line  of  Barnard,  Pomphret  and  Hartford  to  the  waters  of  Connecticut 
River  thence  down  said  waters  to  the  first  mentioned  bounds — And  that 
the  Limits  of  the  fourth  and  seventh  Regiment  lying  North  thereof  shall 
be  as  established  by  a  late  Statute  of  this  State  excepting  only  that  the 
waters  of  Connecticut  River  shall  be  the  Eastern  limits  thereof. 

"Stephen  R.  Bradley  for  Com'^^." 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Resolved  that  the 
Lines  and  limits  of  said  Regiments  be  and  they  are  hereby  established 
agreeable  to  said  Report. 

Whereas  it  is  Represented  to  this  Assembly  by  Petition  from  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Dummerston  that  said  Inhabitants  were 
over  charged  in  the  Provision  tax  for  the  year  1780  Therefore,  Resolved 
that  so  much  of  said  Provision  tax  as  was  assessed  on  the  town  of  Dum- 
merston over  and  above  the  grand  list  of  said  town  be  abated  and  it  is 
hereby  abated  to  said  town. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  adopting  the  common  and  Statute  Law* 
of  England"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

An  Act  Entitled  An  Act  in  alteration  of  an  Act  for  the  purpose  of 
Emmitting  a  sum  of  money  and  redemption  of  the  same"  was  sent  back 
from  the  Council  with  some  amendments  which  were  Read  and  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  nine  "Clock. 

FRIDAY  June  21^'  1782. 

M""  Aikin  moved  for  Liberty  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  take  the  tax  off 
the  town  of  Londonderry  which  was  doomed  more  than  their  true  list — 
Ordered  that  leave  be  given  accordingly. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  last  Session  the  petition  of 
William  Cockburn  and  Archabald  Campbell  returned  said  petition  with 


I.  This  act  declares  that  it  is  "impossible  at  once  to  provide  particular  statutes 
adapted  to  all  cases  wherein  law  may  be  necessary  for  the  happy  government  of  this 
people;"  it  refers  to  the  fact  that  "the  inhabitants  of  this  State  have  been  habituated  to 
conform  their  manners  to  the  English  laws,  and  hold  their  real  estate  by  English  tenures; 
and  it  enacts  that  part  of  the  common  law  of  England  that  is  not  repugnant  to  the  Consti- 
tution and  laws  of  Vermont,  and  further  enacts  such  statute  laws  and  parts  of  laws  of  the 
kingdom  of  England,  passed  before  Oct.  i,  1760,  for  the  alteration  and  explanation  of  the 
common  law,  which  are  applicable  to  the  circumstances  of  the  State  and  are  not  repugnant 
to  the  Vermont  Constitution  or  laws. — See  Slade's  Vermont  State  Papers,  p.  450,  for  the 
text  of  this  act. 
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their  Instructions  and  informed  the  House  that  they  could  not  find  the 
petitioners — A  motion  was  then  made  that  said  petition  should  be  dis- 
missed— The  question  being  put  it  was  carried  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  made  by  M''  Strong 

Resolved  that  the  Land  office  Committee  be  and  they  are 
hereby  directed  to  take  30  Ream  of  paper  if  they  can  get  it  on  reasonable 
terms  towards  granting  fees. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  for  the  punishment  of  Conspiracy  against 
the  peace,  Liberty  and  Independance'  of  this  State" — was  Read  & 
passed  the  House. 

On  motion  made  by  M''  Stephen  R.  Bradley 

Resolved  that  the  Secretary  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  send  attested 
copies  of  said  Act  unto  the  towns  of  Brattleborough,  Hallifax,  Guilford 
and  Marlborough^  and  that  he  send  printed  copies  of  the  said  Act  to  the 
several  towns  throughout  the  State  as  soon  as  they  can  be  printed. 

Resolved  that  M''  S.  R.  Bradley  be  and  is  hereby  requested  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  empowering  the  Captain  Gen'  to  order  such  men  to  assist  the 
Sheriffs  in  the  several  Counties  in  the  execution  of  their  office  as  he  shall 
judge  best. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  directing  and 
regulating  the  levying  and  serving  Executions"  was  Read  and  passed  the 
House. 

On  motion  made 

Resolved  that  it  be  and  it  is  hereby  recommended  unto  the  Hon''*'^ 
Moses  Robinson  Esq*"  Chief  Judge  of  the  Superiour  Court,  to  call  a 
special  superiour  Court  to  be  holden  in  the  County  of  Windham  as 
speedily  as  possible,  as  the  exigences  of  the  Public  in  that  quarter  re- 
quire it. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  for  empowering  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  to  appoint  and  Commissionate  and  order  such  number  of 
officers  and  men  to  assist  the  Sheriff  as  he  shall  judge  expedient"  was 
Read  and  passed  the  House. 

Resolved  that  the  Members  and  officers  of  this  House  shall  not  di- 
vulge or  make  public  the  Act  empowering  the  Governor  to  raise  men 
to  assist  the  Sheriff  in  his  office  and  duty,  and  directing  the  Commissary 
to  furnish  the  men  so  raised  with  Provision — ^And  the  Resolve  diiecting 
the  Chief  Judge  to  call  a  Superiour  Court  in  the  County  of  Windham, 
till  the  Session  of  the  Superiour  Court  in  said  County  of  Windham,  on 
penalty  of  Incurring  the  Censure  of  this  House. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  Assembly  by  M'  Aikin  that  the 
Inhabitant  of  the  town  of  Londonderry  were  overcharged  in  the  Pro- 
vision tax  for  the  Year  1780  being  doomed  too  high — Therefore, 


1.  The  disturbance  in  Windham  County  was  responsible  for  this  act,  the  text  of  which 
may  be  found  in  Slade's  Vermont  State  Papers,  p.  454. 

2.  The  disaflection  against  the  authority  of  the  Vermont  government  had  been  par- 
ticularly strong  in  the  towns  mentioned. 


Friday,  June  21,   1782  115 

Resolved  that  so  much  of  said  Provision  tax  as  was  assessed  on  the 
town  of  Londonderry  over  and  above  the  grand  list  of  said  town  be  and 
it  is  hereby  abated  to  said  town,  and  the  Commissary  Gen'  is  hereby 
directed  to  take  notice  and  govern  himself  accordingly. 

A  petition  signed  Abner  Blanchard  was  Read  &  refered  to  the  next 
Session. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  directing  County  Elections  in  the  County 
of  Windsor"  was  Read  &  passed  the  House. 

A  petition  signed  Nathan  Stone  praying  for  a  confirmation  of  a 
deed  was  Read  and  the  prayer  thereof  granted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill 
be  brought  in  accordingly. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  confirming  a  deed  of  a  Right  of  Land  in 
the  township  of  Rutland  to  Nathan  Stone"  was  Read  and  passed  the 
House. 

On  motion  made  by  M""  S.  R.  Bradley — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  and  Land  office  Committee  be  and  they 
are  hereby  directed  not  to  receive  or  make  payment  of  any  orders  given 
by  the  Committee  of  Pay-Table  in  favour  of  Judah  P.  Spooner  until  his 
accounts  can  be  properly  adjusted  and  settled. 

Whereas  it  is  Represented  to  this  Assembly,  by  M*^  E.  Curtiss  and 
M''  Jacob,  that  the  provision  tax  for  the  town  of  Windsor  on  the  List  of 
the  year  1780  was  much  larger  than  their  just  proportion  occasioned  by 
a  mistake  in  the  grand  List — Therefore, 

Resolved  that  the  town  of  Windsor  be  relinquished  such  part  of  the 
Provision  tax  on  the  List  of  the  year  1780  as  was  more  than  their  Just 
proportion  according  to  the  true  List  of  said  town  for  said  year. 

Whereas  it  is  Represented  to  this  Assembly  by  iVP  Burton  that  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Norwich  were  over  charged  in  the  provision 
tax  for  the  year  1780  by  being  doomed  too  high — ^Therefore 

Resolved  that  so  much  of  the  Provision  tax  as  was  assessed  on  the 
town  of  Norwich  over  and  above  the  grand  list  of  said  town  be  and  it  is 
hereby  abated  to  said  town  and  the  Commissary  General  is  hereby 
directed  to  take  notice  and  govern  himself  accordingly. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  to  impower  the  Treasurer  of  this  State 
to  issue  Executions  against  the  several  Collectors  of  State  taxes  within 
this  State,  who  shall  neglect  to  collect  taxes  according  to  all  lawful 
warrants  to  them  delivered  for  that  purpose"  was  Read  and  passed  the 
House. 

Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  afternoon. 

2  °Clock  P.  M. 

A  petition  signed  Eliphalet  Spafford  was  Read  &  refered  to  the  next 
Session. 

On  motion  made  by  M""  S.  R.  Bradley 

Resolved  that  the  Reverend  M""  Hezekiah  Taylor  of  New-Fane  be 
and  is  hereby  requested  to  preach  the  Election  Sermon  in  Ocf  next. 

On  motion  made  by  M""  Underwood 
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Resolved  that  the  Reverend  M""  Gershom  Clark  Lyman  of  Marl- 
borough be  and  is  hereby  requested  to  preach  the  Election  Sermon  in 
Ocf  next  in  case  the  Rev'^  M"'  Taylor  should  fail. 

Resolved  that  the  Secretary  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  prosecute 
all  the  absent  Members  that  have  not  attended  during  this  present 
Session,  that  are  not  excused  agreeable  to  an  Act  passed  last  Feb^  for 
that  purpose— And  he  is  hereby  further  directed  to  Indorse  on  the 
Precepts  he  may  so  give  out  after  the  rate  of  eighteen  shillings  p^  day 
for  every  day  they  have  been  absent  during  this  Session. 

Resolved  that  the  Speaker  be  allowed  three  shillings  p*^  day  in  addi- 
tion to  his  Representatives  wages. 

On  motion  made 

Resolved  that  the  Petition  of  W""  Cockburn  and  Archabald  Camp- 
bell be  and  is  hereby  refered  unto  the  first  tuesday  after  the  meeting  of 
the  Assembly  in  Ocf  next. 

Resolved  that  the  Gen'  Election  in  October  next  be  held  at  Manchest- 
er. 

Resolved  that  this  Assembly  be  and  is  hereby  Adjourned  without 
day — And  if  the  Gov"^  and  Council  judge  it  expedient  for  them  to  meet 
before  the  Gen'  Election  in  Ocf^  next,  the  Gov""  is  hereby  Requested 
to  [issue]  his  Proclamation  for  that  purpose. 

Attest  Res'    Hopkins   Clerk, 

The  foregoing  are  a  true  Record  of  the  Journals  of  Assembly  from  the 
13*''  to  the  21^*  of  June  1782. 

Recorded   by 

Ros'  Hopkins  Clerk  of  Assembly. 


JOURNAL 


OF   THE 


GENERAL   ASSEMBLY 


OF   THE 


STATE  OF  VERMONT 

At  Their  Session  Holden  at  Manchester,  October,  1782 


THURSDAY  Oct^  lo*''  1782. 

The  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  State  of  Vermont  met 
at  Manchester  agreeable  to  a  Resolution  of  the  Gen'  Assembly  of  the 
21^'  of  June   last. 

On  motion  made  to  choose  a  Clerk  for  the  year  ensuing — ^The 
ballots    being   taken — 

Doct"^  RoswELL  Hopkins  was  Elected,  who  not  being  present 
appointed  Abel  Curtis  Esq""  Clerk  P.  T.    [pro  tem] 

On  motion  made  to  choose  a  Speaker  for  the  year  ensuing — ^The 
ballots  being  taken 

Thomas  Porter'  Esq""  was  Elected. 

The  Credentials  of  the  Several  Representatives  were  Read,  and  the 
following  were  found  to  be  duly  Elected  and  took  the  necessary  oaths 
of  quallification  viz — 

BENNINGTON   COUNTY 

Bennington  Gen'  Sam'  Safford,  Isaac  Tichenor  Esq"" 

Manchester  Maj'  Gideon  Ormsby,  Capt.  Thomas  Bull. 

Pownall  M""  Benjamin  Gardner. 

Shaftsbury  Maj"^  Bigelow  Lawrence,  Peter  Wright  Esq'' 

Arlington  Capt.  Jon'''  Fassett,  Col°  Matthew  Lyon 

Sunderland  Joseph  Bradley  Esq"^ 

Dorset  Col°  John  Strong  Capt  Benj  ^  Baldwin 

Ruport  Capt.  Amos  Curtis,  Moses  Robinson  Esq"" 

New  Stamford  M"^  Asa  Hickcox 


Tinmouth 

Rutland 

Pawlet 

Poultney 

Castle  ton 

Danby 

Clarendon 

Wallingford 

Wells, 

Ira 

Shrewsbury 

Pitts  ford — 


RUTLAND   COUNTY 

Thomas  Porter  Esq^  Capt.  Sam'  Mattucks 
Benjamin  Whipple  Esq*^  Lieut  Roswell  Post 
Capt.  Jon""  Willard,  Capt  Simeon  Edgerton 
William  Ward  Esq"^  Capt.  Titus  Watson 
M'  Reuben  Moulton 

Thomas  Rowlee  [Rowley]  Esq"'  M""  Roger  Williams 
Elihu  Smith  Esq"^  Increase  Moseley  Esq^ 
M^  Eben^  Murray — 
Capt-Abel  Merriman — 
Capt.  Lemuel  Roberts 
Capt.  Ichabod  Robinson 
Ebenezer  Drury  Esq"^ — 


I.  Thomas  Porter  was  chosen  Speaker  when  Thomas  Chandler,  Jr.  resigned  during 
the  October-November  session  of  1780.  He  served  as  Speaker  during  the  February, 
April,  June  and  October  sessions  of  1781,  the  January-February  and  the  June  sessions  of 
1782,  and  a  part  of  the  October  (1782)  session.  Having  been  elected  a  member  of  the 
Council,  he  resigned  as  Speaker. 
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WINDHAM   COUNTY 

Westminster,  Lieut.  John  Norton 

Marlborough  M"'  Jonathan  Underwood 

Brattleborough  Benjamin  Butterfield  Esq"" 

Wilmington  Josiah  Lock  Esq'' 

Putney  Noah  Sabin  Esq''  M''  Lucas  Willson 

Dummerston  Alexander  Kathan  Esq'' 

New  Fane  Daniel  Taylor  Esq'' 

Whitingham  Capt.  Silas  Hamilton 

Rockingham  Elias  Olcott  Esq'' 

Guilford —  William  Smalley  Esq'' 

Hinsdale  Capt.  Arad  Hunt 

Londonderry  Capt.  Edward  Aiken 

WINDSOR  COUNTY 

Windsor  Capt.  Eben'^  Curtis,  Col°  Benj  ^  Wait, 

Weathersfield  Col°  Elijah  Robinson 

Andover  Capt.  John  Simonds 

Hartford  Col°  Joshua  Hazen — ,  Joseph  Marsh  Esq'' 

Reading  Andrew  Spear 

Hartland  Gen'  Roger  Enos  and  Elias  Weld  Esq' 

Woodstock  Capt.  Jabez  Cottle  and  Capt.  John  Strong 

Norwich  Abel  Curtis  Esq""  Maj'  Thomas  Murdock 

Sharon  Daniel  Gilbert 

Royalton  Lieut.  Calvin  Parkhurst 

Chester  M''  Thomas  Carrol 

Barnard  M""  Benjamin  Stebbings. 

ORANGE   COUNTY 

Thetford  M''  Beriah  Loomis  M^  Moody  Freeman 

Corinth  Nehemiah  Lovewell  Esq'' 

Strafford  Lieut.  Elijah  Beeman 

Docf  Hopkins  took  the  necessary  oaths  to  qualHfy  him  as  Clerk  of 
this    Assembly. 

Agreeable  to  the  Request  of  the  General  Assembly  at  their  last 
Session  the  Rev'd  M"^  Gershom  Clark  Lyman  preached  an  Election 
Sermon — after  divine  service  was  performed — , 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  fifteen  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  receive,  sort  and  Count  the  votes  for  Governor, 
Deputy  Governor  Treasurer  and  Counsellors,  and  make  declaration,  and 
Report  the  several  persons  Elected  into  the  several  offices  aforesaid — 
The  members  chosen  M""  [Isaac]  Tichenor,  M''  [Matthew]  Lyon,  Col° 
[John]  Strong,  M^  A.  Curtis,  M^  E.  Curtis,  M''  [Samuel]  Safford,  M"- 
[Roger]  Enos,  M^  [Benjamin]     Wait,  M^  [Samuel]  Mattucks,  M""  E. 
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Robinson,  M""  [Increase]  Moseley,  M"^  [Thomas]  Murdock,  M""  [Joshua] 
Hazen,  M''  E.  Smith  and  M^  [Arad]  Hunt. 

The  aforesaid  Committee  Proceeded  to  the  business  of  their  appoint- 
ment and  made  declaration  of  the  following  persons  being  Elected  into 
the  following  offices — viz — 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Chittenden  Esq"^  Governor 

No  choice  of  Deputy  Gov"" 

The  hon'''^  Ira  Allen  Esq"^    Treasurer 

The  hon'''^  Moses  Robinson,  Paul  Spooner,  Jonas  Fay,  Ti- 
mothy Brownson,  John  Fassett,  Joseph  Bowker,  Ira  Allen, 
Samuel  Fletcher,  John  Throop,  Benjamin  Emmons,  Peter  Olcott 
and  Thomas  Porter  Esquires  Counsellors. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  9  °Clock. 

FRIDAY  Oct'  ii'»'  1782. 

The  Governor  and  Council  joined  the  House  to  choose  a  Deputy 
Governor  and  Judges  of  the  Superiour  Court. 

The  ballots  being  taken  for  Deputy  Governor 

The  Hon*^'*  Paul  Spooner  Esq"'  was  Elected. 

The  ballots  being  taken  for  Judges  of  the  Superiour  Court — ^The 
hon''''=  Moses  Robinson  Esq"^  was  Elected  Chief  Judge,  Paul  Spooner 
Esq""  2^  Judge,  Jonas  Fay  Esq""  3**  Judge  John  Fasset  Esq"^  4""  Judge 
and  Peter  Olcott  Esq'  5***  Judge. 

On  motion  made  by  M'  [Roger]  Enos. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
Reverend  M'  Lyman  and  return  him  the  thanks  of  this  House  for  the 
Election  Sermon  preached  yesterday,  and  request  a  copy  of  the  same  for 
the  press — ^The  members  chosen  M'  [Roger]  Enos,  M'  [John]  Strong 
and  M'  [Isaac]  Tichenor. 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  in  the  afternoon. 

2  °Clock  P.  M. 

On  motion  made  to  choose  a  Speaker  in  the  room  of  the  hon*"'' 
Thomas  Porter  Esq'  Elected  a  Counsellor,  for  the  year  ensuing — ^The 
ballots  being  taken 

Increase  Moseley''  Esq""  was  Elected 

On  motion  made  by  M'  Enos — 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  seven  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  make  an  arrangement  of  the  necessary  business 
to  be  transacted  during  the  present  Session — and  make  Report — The 
members  chosen  M'  [Roger]  Enos,  M'  [Isaac]  Tichenor,  M'  [Samuel] 


I.  Increase  Moseley  had  been  a  member  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature  for  many 
years  before  his  removal  to  Vermont.  For  biographical  sketch,  see  Governor  and  Council, 
vol.  3,  pp.  272-273. 
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SafFord  M^  [Peter]  Wright,  M^  E.  Robinson,  M^  [Thomas]  Murdock  and 
M^  [Matthew]  Lyon. 

On  motion  made  to  choose  a  Secretary  of  State  for  the  ensuing 
year — The  ballots  being  taken 

MiCAH  TowNSHEND  Esq""  was  Elected. 

On  motion  made  to  choose  a  Committee  of  Pay  Table — The  ballots 
being  taken 

The  hon'''^  Timothy  Brownson  Esq"'  Isaac  Tichenor  Esq"'  and 
Col°   John    Strong   were    Elected. 

A  petition  signed  Matthias  A^Iarsh  was  Read  and  withdrawn. 

On  motion  made  by  M''  Mattucks, 

Resolved  that  liberty  be  and  is  hereby  granted  to  the  freemen  of  the 
town  of  Tinmouth  to  meet  if  they  choose  and  Elect  a  Representative  to 
Represent  said  town  in  Gen'  Assembly  for  the  present  year  in  the  room 
of  the  hon'''^  Thomas  Porter  Esq""  who  is  Elected  a  Councillor — And  the 
Constable  of  said  town  is  hereby  directed  to  warn  the  freemen  to  meet 
&  chose  a  Representative  accordingly. 

A  petition  signed  Bostion  Deal,  Peter  Forsbury,  Amos  Potter, 
William  Brown,  Adam  Fisher  and  Henry  Young  was  Read  &  Refered 
to  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council  to  take 
the  same  under  consideration  and  make  Report — The  members  chosen 
M^  [Matthew]  Lynn,  M""  [Samuel]  Safford  and  M^  [John]  Strong. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  9  "Clock. 

SATURDAY  Oct^  12'^  1782. 

On  motion  made 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  under 
consideration  the  several  petitions,  which  are  or  may  hereafter  be 
exhibited  during  the  present  Session,  of  the  Representatives  who  were 
fined  for  non-attendance'  the  last  Session  of  Assembly  and  make  Re- 
port of  their  opinion  respecting  the  same  to  this  House — The  members 
chosen  M^  [Roger]  Enos,  M''  [Isaac]  Tichenor,  M'  [Matthew]  Lyon,  M'' 
[Thomas]  Murdock  and  M''  [Arad]  Hunt. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  arange  the  business  of  the  House  the 
Present  Session  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — 
"jst — That  a  tax  be  levied  of  jj^  on  the  pound,  to  be  paid  in  Due  Bills, 
Pay-Table  Orders,  the  paper  Currency  of  this  State  or  hard  money. 
2^ — That  a  tax  of  /j*^  on  the  pound  be  laid  to  be  collected  in  hard  money 
only. 

^diy^ — ^Take  under  consideration  the  mode  of  collecting  the  Provision  due 
from  the  respective  towns  and  converting  it  for  the  payment  of  the 
Soldiers   and   Commissary's   debts. 
4*'' — Take  proper  measures  to  ascertain  the  N°  of  men  raised  by  the 


I.     The  agitation  concerning  non-attendance  of  members  appears  to  have  had  a 
beneficial  effect,  as  organization  was  effected  on  the  first  day  of  the  session. 
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respective  towns  in  this  State  the   last   Campaign — And   oblige   those 

towns  and  classes  in  said  towns  who  have  not  raised  their  quota  to  pay 

the  remainder  of  what  may  be  due  to  the  Treasury. 

5**' — Take  proper  measures  to  regulate  the  press  within  this  State — 

Printing  and   promulgating  the   Laws. 

6^*^ — To  pass  Acts  obliging  the  Leasors  of  real  or  personal  Estate  or 

property,  to  give  in  to  the  Listors  all  property  so  leased. 

j^^ — To  take  measures  for  the  settlement  of  the  debts    against  tory 

Estates. 

S'*' — To  call  upon  the  Committee  for  revising  the  Laws. 

g^^ — To  call  upon  the  Auditors  of  ace'  to  make  Report. 

"Moses  Robinson  Chairman." 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  i^^  2**  and  3** 
articles'  in  said  Report — and  prepare  a  Bill  agreeable  to  said  Articles 
and  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M"^  [Isaac]  Tichenor,  M"^ 
[Roger]  Enos,  M"^  A.  Curtis,  M""  [Micah]  Townshend  [Secretary  of  State] 
and  M''  [John]  Strong. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  under  con- 
sideration the  4*^*^  article*  in  said  Report  and  prepare  a  Bill  and  make 
Report — The  members  chosen  M''  [Matthew]  Lyon  M""  [Joseph]  Brad- 
ley, M'  [Elihu]  Smith,  M^  [Benjamin]  Whipple  and  M^  [Moody]  Free- 
man. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  of  the  Coun- 
cil be  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  5'^  article^  in  said  Re- 
port— and  prepare  a  Bill  and  make  Report — The  members  chosen — 
M'  [Roger]  Enos  M''  [Noah]  Sabin  and  M'  Abel  Curtis. 

Resolved  that  M"'  [Micah]  Townshend  be  requested  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
agreeable  to  the  6'*"  Article  in  said  Report  of  arrangement. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  7"^  Article^  in 
said  Report,  and  prepare  a  Bill  and  make  Report — The  members  chosen 
M""  [Nathaniel]  Chipman,  M^  [Micah]  Townshend  and  M'  [Benjamin] 
Wait. 

M""  Hopkins  Clerk  of  this  Assembly  requested  leave  of  absence 
until   tuesday   next — granted. 


1.  These  articles  referred  to  the  levying  and  collection  of  taxes. 

2.  This  article  related  to  a  compilation  of  the  number  of  men  raised  in  the  various 
towns  of  the  State  for  the  campaign  of  1782,  and  measures  to  compel  delinquent  towns 
to  pay  the  amounts  due. 

3.  The  fifth  article  related  to  the  printing  and  distribution  of  the  laws. 

4.  The  Secretary  of  State  is  asked  to  prepare  a  bill  requiring  persons  leasing  real 
estate  to  make  a  return  of  such  leases  to  the  Listers. 

5.  The  seventh  article  related  to  the  settlement  of  debts  against  Tory  estates.  Two 
members  of  the  committee  appointed,  Messrs.  Chipman  and  Townsend,  were  not  members 
of  the  Assembly. 
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Ordered  that  the  Lists  of  the  several  towns  be  given  in  to  the  Secre- 
tary. 

His  honor  Paul  Spooner  Esq''  made  a  verbal  request  to  this  House 
from  the  Council  that  they  would  nominate  a  person  for  a  Counsellor 
in  the  room  of  Paul  Spooner  Esq''  chosen  -Deputy  Gov""  [Lieutenant 
Governor]— On  motion  made  that  this  House  do  nominate  a  person  for  a 
Counsellor  agreeable  to  said  request — the  question  was  put  &  passed  in 
the  negative' 

Adjourned  until  Monday  next  ii  "Clock  in  the  morning. 

MONDAY  Oct^  14th  1782. 

On  motion  made 

Resolved  that  the  Rules  and  Regulations  adopted  by  the  Gen' 
Assembly  in  Ocf^  last  be  and  they  are  hereby  adopted  by  the  Gen' 
Assembly  to  be  their  Rules  and  Regulations — for  the  present  year. 

Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  afternoon. 

2  °Clock  P.  M. 

A  petition  signed  Abel  Thompson  in  behalf  of  his  Associates  was 
Read,  and  Refered  to  a  Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same  under 
consideration,  and  the  other  matters  relative  to  grants  made  to  cover  the 
land  refered  to  in  said  petition — And  Report  the  true  situation  of  said 
Lands  to  this  House — The  members  chosen  M''  [John]  Strong,  M*^ 
[Thomas]  Murdock  and  M""  E.  Robinson. 

On  motion  made 

That  Due  Bills  and  Pay-Table  Orders  be  put  upon  Interest — The 
question  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  Negative. 

On  motion  made  by  M'^  [Jonathan]  Underwood — that  a  petition  of 
Col°  Doolittle  lie  on  the  table  until  it  be  known  from  the  Land  office 
whether  there  be  any  unappropriated  Lands  yet  to  be  had — Ordered 
that  said  petition  lie  on  the  table  accordingly. 

A  petition  signed  Dan'  Taylor  was  Read  and  refered  to  the  first 
Tuesday  of  the  next  Session  of  this  Assembly  for  a  public  hearing — And 
that  the  petitioner  serve  M''  Morey  with  a  copy  of  said  petition,  and  this 
Resolution. 

A  petition  signed  Moses  Evans  was  Read  and  refered  to  a  Committee 
of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make  Report — The 
Committee  chosen  M'^  E.  Curtis,  M""  [Samuel]  Mattucks  and  M"^  [Benja- 
min] Wait. 


I.  Section  18  of  the  first  Constitution  provided  that  the  Governor  and  Council 
"shall  supply  every  vacancy  in  any  office  occasioned  by  death,  resignation,  removal  or 
disqualification  until  the  office  can  be  filled  in  the  time  and  manner  directed  by  law  or  this 
Constitution."  No  special  method  seems  to  have  been  provided  by  the  Constitution  for 
filling  vacancies  in  the  Council,  and  the  members  of  the  Assembly  may  have  been  of  the 
opinion  that  the  provision  quoted  gave  the  Council  authority  to  elect  a  successor  to  Paul 
Spooner,  which,  it  is  evident,  it  did  not  give  the  Assembly. 
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A  petition  signed  Elias  Stevens  was  Read  &  refered  to  a  Committee 
of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council  to  take  the  same  under 
consideration  and  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M''  [Daniel] 
Gilbert,  Al""  [Jonathan]  Fassett  and  M""  [Benjamin]  Baldwin. 

A  petition  signed  by  Col°  Grout  was  read  and  refered  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make  Report — 
The  members  chosen  M"'  [Calvin]  Parkhurst,  M*"  [Peter]  Wright  and 
M^   [William]   Ward. 

A  petition  signed  by  the  Collectors  of  Hinsdale  Brattleborough 
and  Guilford,  and  a  petition  signed  John  Fuller  were  Read  and  Refered  to 
a  Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make 
Report — The  members  chosen  M""  [Arad]  Hunt,  M"'  [Roswell]  Post  and 
M''  [Thomas]   Rowlee.   [Rowley] 

A  petition  signed  by  the  Select  Men  of  Hinsdale  was  Read  and  Re- 
fered to  a  Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and 
make  Report — The  members  chosen,  M""  [Titus]  Watson,  M""  [Noah] 
Sabin   and   M""   [Bigelow]    Lawrence. 

Adjourned  urtil  to  morrow  morning  9  °Clock. 

TUESDAY  Oct^  15^*^  1782. 

A  motion  made  by  his  Excellency  the  Gov''  that  a  Commissary 
Gen'  be  appointed — Ordered  that  the  appointment  of  Commissary 
Gen',  and  Board  of  War  be  refered  until  to  morrow  morning. 

On  motion  made  by   M*"  E.  Robinson — 

Resolved  that  the  Secretary  be  and  is  hereby  requested  to  prepare  a 
Bill  directing  a  County  Election  for  the  County  of  Windsor  and  ad- 
journing the  County  Court  to  a  suitable  season  for  that  purpose. 

On  motion  made  by  M"'  [Moody]  Freeman, 

Resolved  that  the  Secretary  be  and  is  hereby  requested  to  prepare  a 
Bill  directing  a  County  Election  for  the  County  of  Orange. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  4^''  Article'  in  the  Report 
of  arrangement  brought  in  an  Act  for  that  purpose  which  was  Read  and 
Ordered  that  the  same  be  Recommitted,  and  that  three  persons  be  added 
to  said  Committee  to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council  and  that  they 
make  Report — The  members  added  M''  Elijah  Robinson,  M''  [John] 
Strong  and  M''  [Roswell]  Post. 

The  Council  Returned  the  petition  of  Elias  Stevens — And  thereupon, 

Resolved  that  said  Petition  be  refered  for  a  Public  hearing  before 
this  Assembly  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  next  Session — And  that  said 
Stevens  serve  the  adverse  party's  [parties]  with  a  copy  of  his  petition 
and  the  Resolution  of  this  House  thereupon — 

On  motion  made. 

Ordered  that  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  bring  in  a  Bill  enabling 


I.  This  article  relates  to  the  raising  of  the  proper  number  of  men  by  the  several  towns 
for  the  campaign  of  1782  and  the  payment  of  their  quotas  by  towns  that  had  failed  to  meet 
the  requirements  imposed. 
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Proprietors  to  notify  their  Meetings  in  the  Springfield  and  Hartford 
Gazette's. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  i^'  2^  and  j**  articles*  of 
the  arrangment  brought  in  an  Act  entitled  "An  Act  for  the  purpose  of 
laying  j'^  on  the  Pound  to  be  paid  in  Due  Bills  &c.  and  for  raising  /a*^ 
on  the  pound  to  be  paid  in  hard  money,  and  for  raising  an  equivalent  of 
provision  yet  due  from  the  several  towns  &c. "  which  was  Read  & 
accepted. 

On  motion  made  by  M"'  Secretary^- — That  an  order  of  this  House  on 
the  6''^  article  of  the  arrangment  and  an  order  requesting  him  to  form  a 
Bill  for  notifying  Proprietors  meetings  &c.  be  suspended  until  the 
Com'^*  for  revising  the  Laws  make  their  Report— as  their  is  provision 
made  for  those  articles  in  said  Revision — thereupon 

Ordered  that  said  orders  be  suspended  accordingly. 

Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  afternoon. 

2  "Clock  P.  M. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  Moses  Evans 
brought  in  their  Report  which  was  Read  and 

Ordered  that  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  granted  and  that  it  be 
Refered  to  the  Committee  of  Pay-Table  for  their  adjustment. 

M""  [John]  Strong  moved  for  liberty  of  absence  this  afternoon — 
Ordered    that  leave  be  given  accordingly. 

A  petition  signed  Joseph  Coleman  was  Read  &  Ordered  that  the 
prayer  of  said  petition  be  granted  and  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accord- 
ingly. 

An  Act  respecting  Counterfeit  money  was  Read  and  passed  into  a 
Law. 

A  petition  signed  Oliver  Williams  and  L  Hosington  was  Read  & 
dismissed. 

An  Act  entitled  an  Act  to  confirm  the  proceedings  of  Brattle- 
borough,  was  Read  and  passed  into  a  Law. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  the  Select 
Men  of  Hinsdale  brought  in  the  following  Report — "That  it  is  their 
opinion  that  the  premises  contained  in  said  petition  are  founded  in 
justice  and  ought  to  be  granted — Titus  Watson  for  Com'^^." 


1.  These  articles  refer  to  the  levying  and  collection  of  taxes. 

2.  The  text  indicates  that  Secretary  of  State  Townsend  had  the  privileges  of  the  floor 
and  made  a  motion,  which  was  adopted.  Persons  not  members  of  the  Assembly  occasion- 
ally were  appointed  as  members  of  legislative  committees.  There  are  frequent  instances 
on  record  to  show  that  the  Assembly  performed  judicial  functions.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  legislative  duties  were  new  to  nearly  all  the  members  and  it  is  possible  that  a 
greater  latitude  was  permitted  than  would  be  allowed  in  similar  bodies  that  had  been  es- 
tablished longer  and  were  more  familiar  with  parliamentary  rules  and  precedents.  See  p. 
170  for  reference  to  motion  made  by  Col.  Ira  Allen,  who  was  not  at  the  time  a  member  of 
the  Assembly,  but  was  a  member  of  the  Council. 
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The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a 
Bill  be  brought  in  agreeable  to  said  petition. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  Col°  Grout 
brought  in  their  Report  which  was  Read  and  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  letter  or  petition  from 
M*^  Marsh  brought  in  their  Report  which  was  Read  and  Ordered  that 
the  same  be  Recommitted,  and  that  said  Committee  take  under  con- 
sideration similar  matters  within  their  knowledge  and  Report  to  this 
House. 

On  motion  made  by  M""  [Isaac]  Tichenor 

Resolved  that  the  Freemen  of  the  town  of  Bennington  have  liberty 
to  Elect  a  Representative  for  said  town  to  attend  the  General  Assembly 
the  ensuing  year  in  the  room  of  the  Hon'''^  Sam'  Safford  Esq''  who  is 
Elected  a  Counsellor. 

A  petition  signed  Arad  Sheldon  was  Read  and  Ordered  that  the 
prayer  of  said  petition  be  granted  and  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  ac- 
cordingly. 

An  Act  for  collecting  and  paying  of  rates  and  taxes — was  Read  and 
passed  into  an  Act  of  this  Assembly. 

The  Act  ordering  the  settlement  of  the  provision  taxes  was  sent 
from  Council  proposing  that  a  part  be  collected  in  provision — The 
question  being  put  whether  this  House  agree  with  the  proposed  amend- 
ment— it  passed  in  the  Negative. 

An  Act  to  restrain  the  taking  excessive  usury'  was  Read  and  passed 
into   an   Act   of  this   Assembly. 

On  motion  made  by  M"^  Secretary^ 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  Act  in  addition  to 
the  Act  directing  &  Regulating  the  levying  and  serving  Executions — 
and  that  they  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M'  [Isaac]  Tichenor 
M^  [Samuel]  Mattucks,  M^  [Titus]  Watson,  M^  [Ebenezer]  Drury 
and  M''  [Peter]  Wright. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  9  °Clock. 

WEDNESDAY  Oct^  le'*"  1782. 

Motioned  by  M''  [Isaac]  Tichenor  and  Seconded, 

That  the  appointment  of  a  Commissary  General  be  suspended  until 
it  be  known  in  what  way  the  troops  are  to  be  provided  for  our  defence 
— and  passed  accordingly. 

Motioned  by  M'  [William]  Ward  and  Ordered  by  the  House — That 
a  Committee  of  five  be  chosen  to  consider  of  measures  to  be  taken  for 
defence,  and  propose  for  furnishing  troops  for  future  defence — and  to 
join  a  Committee  from  Council — And  also  consider  the  present  situa- 


1.  The  text  of  an  act  to  restrain  the  taking  of  excessive  usury  may  be  found  in  Slade's 
Vermont  State  Papers,  pp.  459-460. 

2.  See  note  p.  126. 


128  Assembly  Journal 

tion  of  our  troops  and  advise  whether  they  shall  be  discharged' — and 
Report  to  this  House- — Committee  chosen  M''  [Benjamin]  Whipple,  M'^ 
[Isaac]  Tichenor,  M^  [John]  Strong,  M"^  [Roger]  Enos  &  M^  [Matthew] 
Lyon. 

A  Bill  to  abate  a  part  of  the  tax  of  Hinsdale  was  passed  into  an  Act  of 
this  Assembly. 

A  Bill  for  a  County  Election  for  Windsor  County  was  Read  and 
passed  into  an  Act  of  this  Assembly. 

Motioned  by  M''  [Isaac]  Tichenor  that  a  Committee  of  three  be 
appointed  to  make  a  settlement  with  the  Land  Committee  and  Report 
to  this  House — A  Committee  of  three  was  appointed  accordingly- — ■ 
Committee  chosen  M""  [Samuel]  Mattucks,  M''  [Isaac]  Tichenor  and  M'' 
[Peter]  Wright. 

A  petition  from  Benj  ^  Whipple  was  Read  and  the  adverse  party 
being  called  but  not  appearing — Ordered  that  the  prayer  thereof  be 
granted  and  a  Bill  in  form  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

A  petition  of  Joseph  Shawquethquet  [Shawsequeth]  was  Read — 
Ordered  that  it  be  refered  to  a  Commitee  of  three  to  confer  with  the 
Surveyor  General  whether  there  be  any  vacant  lands  to  be  granted,  and 
make  Report  to  this  House — Committee  chosen  M""  [Roger]  Enos,  M'' 
[Matthew]  Lyon  and  M''  [Joshua]  Hazen. 
A  Resolution  ^  -^^^^  °"  ^'^^  petition  of  Joseph  Coleman  was  Read  and  passed  into 

See  Page  an  Act  of  this  Assembly. 

A  petition  of  M""^  Baldwin  was  Read  and  Refered  to  a  Committee 
of  three  to  Report — Committee  chosen  M"'  [Benjamin]  Wait,  M''  [Thom- 
as] Murdock  and  W  Eben"'  Curtiss. 

Committee  to  confer  with  the  Surveyor  General  on  the  Indian 
petition  Reported  that  he  does  not  know  whether  there  be  any  lands  at 
present  or  not. 

A  petition  from  Samuel  Wells  and  others  was  Read  and  Refered 
to  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  Council  to  Report — 
Committee  chosen  M"'  [Matthew]  Lyon,  M'^  [Benjamin]  Butterfield  and 
M""  E.  Robinson. 

A  petition  from  the  Stockbridge  tribe  of  Indians  was  Read,  where- 
upon 

Resolved  that  the  Stockbridge^  tribe  of  Indians  have  liberty  to  locate 
a  township  of  Land  six  miles  square  within  this  State  near  the  small 
lakes  and  ponds  south  of  Lake  Memphremagog  in  such  way  and  manner 
as  shall  not  interfere  with  any  grants  heretofore  made— And  when  such 


1.  Although  peace  with  Great  Britain  had  not  been  declared,  active  warfare  had  not 
been  waged  since  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis  in  1781,  and  the  end  of  the  war  seemed  to  be 
close  at  hand. 

2.  See  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  3,  Part  i  (Assembly  Journals),  p.  258,  for  a 
similar  petition;  State  Papers  of  Vermont  Vol.  2  (Vermont  Charters),  pp.  133-134,  for 
charter  of  the  town  of  Marshfield,  granted  to  the  Stockbridge  Indians.  Capt.  Isaac  Marsh 
of  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  purchased  the  grant  from  the  Indians  for  /140. — Vermont,  the 
Land  of  Green  Mountains,  p.  159. 
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location  shall  be  made  The  Governor  and  Council  are  hereby  requested 
to  make  out  a  charter  of  Incorporation  with  such  restrictions  and  reser- 
vations as  they  shall  judge  just  without  fee. 

Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  in  the  afternoon. 

2  "Clock  P.  M. 

M''  Hopkins  Clerk  of  this  Assembly  made  an  excuse  for  his  being 
detained  from  this  House  since  Saturday  last — which  was  judged  suffi- 
cient, &  thereupon  Ordered  that  he  be  excused  for  non  attendance. 

A  petition  signed  Rob'  Mack  was  Read  and  withdrawn. 

A  petition  signed  by  Jonathan  Rowley  and  thirteen  others  praying 
for  a  Redress  of  grievances  towards  building  a  Bridge  in  Pittsford  was 
Read   &   dismissed. 

On  motion  made  by  M""  [Elihu]  Smith, 

Resolved  that  to  morrow  morning  nine  o'clock  be  the  time  for  choosing 
Agents  or  Delegates  for  Congress  if  it  should  be  judged  expedient — And 
that  the  Governor  and  Council  be  notified  and  Requested  to  attend 
accordingly. 

Ordered  that  M''  [Joseph]  Bradley  and  E.  Robinson  notify  the 
Governor  &  Council  of  the  aforesaid  Resolution. 

Resolved  that_M^[Peter]  Wright  and  M^  Abel  Curtis  be  requested 

to  wait  on  the  Auditors  of  accounts  and  desire  them  to  make  their  Report 

to  morrow  morning  10  "Clock  to  this  House. 

Reconsid-  The  Report  of  the    Committee  on  Col°    Grouts  petition  which  was 

ERED  19  Inst,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  yesterday  was  Read  and  accepted  and  ordered 

Page  ^j^^t  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

An  Act  Entitled  "  An  Act  to  direct  the  Listers  of  Guilford  "  was  Read 
and  passed  the  House. 

An  Act  Entitled  An  Act  to  empower  the  sale  of  part  of  the  Real 
Estate  of  Amasa  Sheldon  deceased"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  9  "Clock. 

THURSDAY  Oct^  17^^  1782 

On  motion  made, 

Resolved  that  this  House  will  join  the  Governor  and  Council  in  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  to  take  under  consideration  the  expediency  of 
choosing  Agents  and  Delegates  to  attend  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States- — ^The  House  accordingly  joined — And  after  some  t'me  spent 
therein  the  Committee  of  the  whole  adjourned — The  Speaker  Resumed 
the  Chair  And  the  House     Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon. 

2°Clock  P.  M. 

M''  John  Simmons  presented  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  £2323- 
15-0 — bearing    date   August    25'''  1779  signed  by  his  Excellency  and 
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desired  to  have  the  same  adjusted  agreeable  to  the  Scale  of  depreciation 
— After  some  debate. 

Ordered  that  said  Order  be  Refered  to  the  Committee  of  Pay-Table 
for  their  adjustment. 

The  House  joined  the  Governor  and  Council  in  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  agreeable  to  their  adjournment— The  Committee  of  the  whole 
having  adjourned,  the  Speaker  Resumed  the  Chair  and  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  business. 

The  Hon^'^  Samuel  Safford  Esq""  requested  that  he  might  be  dis- 
missed as  one  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  hear  the  petition  of  Wither- 
lee  Wittum  &  Sons  last  Sessions — Thereupon  Ordered  that  he  be  dis- 
missed and  that  Simeon  Hathaway'  Esq"^  be  and  is  hereby  appointed  on 
said  Com*^^  in  his  room — And  that  said  Committee  make  Report  to  the 
next  Session — And  the  Execution  in  favour  of  Caswell  &  White  against 
said  Wittums  be  and  is  hereby  stayed  until  the  Committee  aforesaid  can 
make  Report. 

The  hon*"'^  Samuel  Safford  Esq""  one  of  the  Committee  for  Re- 
ceiving granting  fees — -laid  before  this  House  a  letter  directed  to  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  dated  Camp  near  West  Point  July  ij^^  1782 — 
signed  by  J.  Woodbridge  Maj"^  David  Judson  Lieut.  John  Riley  Capt. 
John  Watereon  Surgeon  Committee — And  one  other  letter  directed  as 
above  signed  Isaac  Sherman^  L*^  Col°  Comd'' dated  Camp  Highlands 
11'^  July  1782 — Which  letters  were  Read  -and  thereupon;  Resolved 
that  the  Land  office  Committee  be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  not  to 
take  the  forfeitures  of  the  townships  granted  to  the  said  Maj''  Wood- 
bridge  and  Compy  and  the  said  Col°  Sherman  &  Comp^  until  the  Rising 
of  the  Assembly  in  their  next  Session. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petitions  of  the  several 
members  who  were  fined  the  last  Session  for  non  attendance  brought  in 
the  following  Report — viz — ■ 

"That  the  prayer  of  their  petitions  ought  to  be  granted  upon  their 
paying  all  necessary  costs  and  charges  of  prosecution   already  accrued. 

"Roger  Enos  for  Com'"." 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  thereupon, 
Resolved  that  the  fines  imposed  by  the  last  Assembly  upon  Joseph 
Marsh,  [of  Hartford]  Colbourn  Preston,  [of  Rockingham]  Gideon  Adams, 
[of  Pawlet]  Eben""  Willson,  [of  Danby]  Daniel  Sherman,  [of  Danby] 
Lewis  Beebe,  [of  Manchester]  Abraham  Jackson,  [of  Wallingford]  Abel 
Curtiss  [of  Norwich]  and  Waream  [Wareham]  Gibbs  [of  Rupert]  for  non 
attendance  as  members  of  Assembly  be  Respectively  Remitted  to  them, 
Provided  that  they  Respectively  pay  the  cost  of  Prosecution. 


1.  Simeon  Hathaway  was  not  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly. 

2.  Isaac  Sherman  was  an  officer  of  the  Third  Regiment  of  the  Connecticut  Line,  who 
became  commandant  of  a  brigade. — New  York  Historical  Society  Collections,  Revolu- 
tionary Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  I.  p.  66. 
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An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  remitting  to  the  proprietors  and  Land 
owners  of  the  town  of  Stockbridge  the  tax  therein  mentioned  "  was  Read 
&  passed  the  House. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  9  °Clock. 


FRIDAY  Oct^  iS'h  1782. 

On  motion  made  by  M""  [Roger]  Enos, 

Ordered  that  M''  Enos  be  requested  to  wait  on  the  hon'''*  Ira  Allen 
Esq""  and  desire  him  to  Return  his  answer  to  this  House  whether  he  will 
accept  of  the  office  of  Treasurer  of  this  State  agreeable  to  his  Election. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  state  the  fees  of  Agents  to  Congress,  Auditors  of 
accounts.  Committee  of  Pay  Table,  Committee  for  Revising  the  Laws 
&c.  and  make  Report— The  members  chosen  M""  [Joseph]  Bradley  M'' 
Abel  Curtis  and  M^  [Elihu]  Smith. 

A  petition  signed  William  Skinner  and  six  others  was  Read,  and 
Refered  to  a  Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration 
and  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M''  [Jonathan]  Fassett,  M'' 
[Elihu]  Smith  and  M^  [Josiah]  Lock. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  directing  a  County  Election  in  the  County 
of  Orange  was  Read  [&]  passed  the  House. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  William  Skin- 
ner &  others  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — ■ 

"That  after  hearing  the  petitioners  they  do  not  find  it  supported 
and  therefore  judge  it  ought  to  be  dismissed — Jon^  Fassett  for 
Com'"." 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  said  petition 
accordingly    dismissed. 

A  petition  signed  Nathan  Dealano  [Delano]  and  Lemuel  Carew 
Captains,  which  was  refered  from  the  last  Session  was  Read  and  Re- 
fered to  a  Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and 
make  Report — The  members  chosen  M"^  [Benjamin]  Gardner,  M"" 
[Benjamin]   Wait   and   M""   [Joseph]    Bradley. 

The  House  joined  the  Governor  and  Council  in  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  agreeable  to  their  adjournmenc — after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Com*^^^  adjourned,  and  the  House  proceeded  to  business. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  consideration  of  the 
grant  made  to  M""  Abel  Thomson  and  Company  and  other  grants 
covering  said  land  brought  in  the  following  Report — viz — 

"That  it  is  their  opinion  that  Charters  be  issued  to  M""  Thompson 
as  also  to  M''  Powell  and  associates  agreeable  to  their  respective  grants. " 

John  Strong  for  Com'^*. " 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a 
Bill   be  brought  in   accordingly. 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon. 
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2  °Clock  P.  M. 

A  petition  signed  Ebenezer  Taft  Administrator  on  the  Estate  of 
Timothy  Tyler  was  Read  and  the  prayer  thereof  granted,  and,  Ordered 
that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

Resolved  that  the  Governor  and  Council  be  and  they  are  hereby 
directed  to  make  out  the  Charters^  of  the  townships  granted  unto  M"" 
Abel  Thomson  and  Company  and  unto  M''  John  Powell  and  Comp^ 
agreeable  to  the  grants  made  them. 

A  petition  signed  Ephraim  Stevens,  Benj  *  Stevens,  Eben''  Hopkins 
and  Thomas  Rowley  was  Read  and  refered  to  a  Committee  of  three  to 
take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make  Report^ — The  members 
chosen  M--  [Ebenezer]  Drury,  M"^  [Peter]  Wright  and  M^  [Samuel] 
Mattucks. 

A  petition  signed  Abner  Blanchard  was  read  and  Refered  to  the 
Committee  appointed  on  the  petition  of  Eph™  Stevens  and  others— And 
that  they  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make  Report. 

A  petition  signed  Eli  Petibone  and  Gamaliel  Deming  Select  Men  of 
Arlington  was  Read  and  Refered  to  a  Committee  of  three  to  take  the 
same  under  consideration  and  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M'' 
[Moody]  Freeman,  M''  [Roswell]  Post  and  M''  [Benjamin]  Whipple. 

A  petition  signed  Jacob  Rubach  was  Read  and  refered  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council  to  take  the  same 
under  consideration  and  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M""  [John] 
Strong,  M''  [Jonathan]  Fassett  and  M''  [Titus]  Watson. 

A  petition  signed  Eliphalet  Spafford  was  Read  and  Refered  to  the 
next  Session. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  5'*^  article  in  the  arrange- 
ment brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — 

"That  a  Committee  of  three  be  chosen  by  this  House  to  agree 
with  some  person  or  persons  who  will  undertake  to  set  up  and  continue 
the  printing  business  in  some  convenient  place  in  this  State  for  the  term 
of  five  years  giving  sufficient  security  for  his  or  their  constant  and  faith- 
ful performance  of  said  printing  business  for  this  State;  and  also  that  a 
public  News  paper  be  printed  and  published  Weekly^  at  said  printing 
office — And  in  consideration  thereof  that  the  said  person  or  persons  shall 
Receive  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds  Lawful  money  out  of  the 
public  treasury  of  this  State^  and  shall  have  the  sole  and  exclusive  pri- 
viledge  of  doing  all  the  printing  for  this  State  during  the  said  term  of  five 
years  at  a  reasonable  price — And  that  the  Committee  for  receiving 
granting  fees  be  directed  to  Receive  from  Capt.  Daniel  Taylor  at  Cash 
price  such  printing  paper  as  he  has  on  hand  and  deliver  the  same  to  the 


1.  The  first  reference  is  to  the  grant  of  the  town  of  Ripton,  and  the  second  to  the 
town  of  Goshen. 

2.  Walton  says  this  was  the  second  attempt  "to  establish  a  press  in  eastern  Ver- 
mont;" that  aided  by  State  patronage  Spooner  and  Green  removed  their  office  in  1783 
from  Westminster  to  Windsor,  two  months  after  Haswell  and  Russell  had  established  the 
Gazette  at  Bennington. — See  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  p.  9 
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person  or  persons  contracting  at  the  printing  office,  taking  his  or  their 
Receipt  therefor  in  part  of  the  said  three  hundred  pounds. 

"That  the  Sheriff  of  each  County  be  directed  to  distribute  to  the 
Respective  towns  in  their  several  Counties  all  public  Acts  of  the  State" 

I.  Allen  for  Com'^^. " 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  thereupon 
Resolved  that  M'  [Noah]  Sabin,  M'  [Micah]  Townshend  and  M'  Abel 
Curtis  be  a  Committee  to  procure  a    printer  agreeable    to  said  Report. 

The  Auditors  of  accounts  made  the  following  Report — viz — 

"The  Auditors  of  accounts — to  the  hon'^'^the  General  Assembly 
convened  at  Manchester — Report — 

"That  by  inspection  and  examination  of  the  Treasurers  accounts 
taken  from  his  books  only — we  find  that  he  has  credited  the  State  with 
the  sums  of  £183,690-17-4  Continental  money  at  the  different  stages 
of  Depreciation  and  for  the  sums  of  £665-18  New  Emission  money 
and  £55,402-11-5  Lawful  money,  which  with  the  ammount  of  monies 
received  for  taxes  being — £16,207-18-11  and  £239-8-4  in  Treasurers 
due  Bills  makes  the  amount  of  monies  paid  into  the  Treasurer  and  for 
which  he  is  accountable  to  be  £183,690-17-4  Con'  money  and 
£72,515-17-2  Lawful   money — 

"We  find  that  the  Treasurer  has  accounted  for  the  sums  of  £93,- 
513-2-10  Con'  Money  and  £46,778-19-4  Lawful  money  (including 
the  sum  of  £19,380-18-  in  Committees  Receipts  for  monies  burnt)  as 
appears  by  proper  orders  entered  on  Book,  which  leaves  a  ballance  in  his 
hands  unsettled  of  £90,177-14-6  Con'  Money  and  £25,736-17-10 
Lawful  money  for  which  Receipts  are  taken  to  be  accounted  for  by 
Commissaries,  Persons  attending  Congress  and  others  &c.  &c. 

We  further  Report  that  as  the  Treasurer  made  no  distinction  in 
crediting  the  State  for  the  monies  he  received,  between  hard  moneyand 
the  paper  currency  of  this  State;  and  as  we  had  not  settled  with  the 
different  persons  from  whom  he  had  received  public  monies  so  as  to  know 
whether  he  has  credited  the  State  for  all  the  monies  he  has  received  we 
are  not  in  a  capacity  of  reporting  upon  the  Propriety  or  Justice  of  his 
accounts'    further    than    above    mentioned. 


I.  For  several  years  the  records  show  various  allusions  to  the  desire  for  a  settlement 
of  accounts  of  Ira  Allen  as  State  Treasurer.  He  was  a  busy  man,  and  his  duties  often 
necessitated  long  journeys  to  other  States,  which  delayed  the  preparation  of  a  financial 
statement.  That  he  had  enemies,  who  may  have  been  responsible  for  insinuations  of 
irregularity,  was  shown  later  in  his  career.  In  1779,  Matthew  Lyon,  Jonas  Fay  and  Eben- 
ezer  Walbridge  reported  that  they  had  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  "and  found 
regular  accounts  of  debt  and  credit  cheerfully  exhibited. "  Several  years  later,  the  charges 
evidently  being  renewed,  the  Legislature  elected  Micah  Townsend  and  Jonathan  Brace, 
Auditors.  In  a  statement  issued  by  Samuel  Mattocks  and  Roswell  Hopkins,  dated  Sun- 
derland, April  25,  1787,  a  financial  statement  was  made  which  indicated  that  instead  of  a 
shortage  in  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  the  State  owed  Ira  Allen  a  considerable  sum. — 
Crockett's  History  of  Vermont,  Vol.  2,  pp.  421-424. 
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"Previous  to  our  settlement  with  the  Treasurer  we  waited  upon  his 
Excellency  the  Governor  to  adjust  his  accounts, — he  was  not  Ready  to 
make  a  final  settlement — nor  was  his  accounts  in  such  order  that  we 
could  judge  of  the  Justice  or  propriety  of  them. 

Isaac  Tichenor  1 

MicAH  TowNSHEND       [Auditors." 

JoN^     Brace  ] 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read,  and  on  motion  made 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  unto 
the  Auditors  of  accounts,  out  of  the  first  monies  he  shall  Receive  their 
accounts   for  past  wages. 

The  House  joined  the  Governor  and  Council  in  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  agreeable  to  their  adjournment. — ^The  Committee  of  the  whole 
having  adjourned  the  House  proceeded  to  business. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Captains 
Delano  and  Carew  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — • 

"That  it  is  their  opinion  that  said  petition  be  laid  over  to  the  next 
Session  of  Assembly  and  that  the  petitioners  then  have  liberty  of  making 
further  proof. 

Benj^  Gardner  for    Com"^^." 

The  above  Report  Read  &  accepted — and  said  petition  Refered 
accordingly. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  for  granting  a  new  trial  in  a  case  therein 
described"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Abner  Blan- 
chard  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — "That  they  find  the  facts 
contained  in  his  petition  supported  by  evidence.  And  that  it  is  their 
opinion  the  said  Abner  Blanchard  ought  to  Receive  Lieutenants  pay 
and  Rations  for  five  months  and  lo  days  and  that  he  apply  to  the 
Committee  of  Pay  Table  for  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  for 
the  same. 

Eben"^  Drury  for  Committee." 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  thereupon. 

Resolved  that  the  Committee  of  Pay  Table  be  and  they  are  hereby 
directed  to  adjust  the  wages  and  rations  of  Abner  Blanchard  as  a  Lieuten- 
ant for  five  months  and  ten  days  for  services  done  in  the  last  of  the  year 
1777  and  beginning  of  the  year  1778  and  draw  an  order  on  the  Treasurer 
for  the   same. 

M''  [Lemuel]  Roberts  desired  leave  of  absence  Granted. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refeied  the  petition  of  Abigal  Bald- 
win brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — 

"That  it  is  our  opinion  that  in  the  sale  of  the  four  first  Lots  sold  by 
the  officer  as  may  be  seen  by  the  extract  from  the  Records  of  the  town 
Clerk  that  there  was  sufficient  money  collected  to  pay  the  tax  and 
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charges  for  the  whole  rights  of  land  belonging  to  the  said  Abigal  Bald- 
win, and  that  the  whole  of  said  lands  be  returned  upon  the  said  Abigals 
paying  seven  pounds  four  shillings  which  is  the  tax  and  charges  sufficient 
for  the  whole  Rights  according  to  said  sale  including  the  interest  as  the 
Law  directs — -Benj^  Wait  for  Com'^^." 

The  above  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill 
be  brought  in  accordingly. 

M""  David  Caswell  made  application  to  this  House  that  M""  [Daniel] 
Jewett  might  be  dismissed  as  one  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  hear 
the  petition  of  Witherlee  Wittum  &  Sons — Ordered  that  M"^  Jewett  be 
dismissed  from  said  Com'^^  accordingly  and  that  M''  [Peter]  Wright  be 
and  is  hereby  appointed  on  said  Committee  in  his  Room. 

Resolved  that  his  Honor  the  Deputy  [Lieutenant]  Governor  be 
allowed  the  same  wages  for  his  seivices,  and  that  he  be  paid  in  the  same 
manner  as  a  member  of  Council. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Eph™  Stevens, 
Benj  ^  Stevens,  Eben''  Hopkins  and  Jon^  Rowley  brought  in  the  fallow- 
ing Report  viz — 

"That  the  said  petitioners  fully  proved  their  guns  to  be  lost  in 
consequence  of  their  being  taken  prisoners  as  set  forth  in  their  petition 
and  that  they  have  not  Received  pay  fd  the  same,  And  Report  that  in 
youi  Com*^^^  opinion  they  receive  each  of  them  five  dollars  for  their  guns 
and  that  they  apply  to  the  Committee  of  Pay-  Table  for  an  order  on  the 
treasurer  of  this  state  for  the  same.         Eben""  Drury  for   the  Com'^^" 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a 
Bill  be  brought   in   accordingly. 

A  petition  signed  Abner  Chaffee  was  Read  and  refered  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make  Report — 
The  members  chosen  M''  [Joshua]  Hazen  M''  [Gideon]  Ormsby  and  M*^ 
[John]   Strong. 

^     A  petition  signed  Robert  Loggan  was  Read  and  refered  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make  Report — 
The  members  chosen  M"^  [Bigelow]  Lawrence,  M""  [Calvin]  Parkhurst 
and  M''  [Elias]  Olcott. 

A  petition  signed  John  Wallace  was  Read  and  dismissed. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  9  °Clock 

SATURDAY  Oct^  ig'**  1782 

M''  [Roswell]  Post  Requested  leave  of  absence — Granted. 

The  Council  Returned  the  Act  remitting  the  taxes  on  the  town  of 
Stockbridge  "not  approved"  after  some  debate. 

Resolved  that  the  said  Act  be  recommitted  And  that  an  addition  of 
two  members  be  added  and  that  said  Committee  join  a  Committee  from 
the  Council,  and  that  they  state  the  facts  particularly  in  their  Report, 
and  make  Report  to  this  House. — The  members  chosen  M"^  [Benjamin] 
Wait  and  M""  [Joseph.]  Bradley. 
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Resolved  that  whenever  any  vote  is  called  and  there  is  a  dispute 
respecting  its  being  a  vote  the  House  shall  be  divided. 

Resolved  that  the  Committee  of  Pay  Table  be  &  they  are  hereby 

directed  to  make  out  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  unto  Eph"" 

Stevens,  Benj  ^  Stevens,  Eben''  Hopkins  and  Jon^  Rowley  for  five  dollars 

each  for  guns  they  each  lost  in  the  service  of  this  State  when  they  were 

taken  prisoners  in  the  year  1779. 

See  Page  128  Whereas  in  the  petition  of  Joseph  Coleman  of  the  town  of  Whiting- 

f^K^Q^^T  ham  is  set  forth  and  made  to  appear  that  the  said  Joseph  did  through  the 

Inst,  instigation  of  designing  advarsaries  to  this  State  oppose  the  authority  of 

this  State  in  being  fourfolded  &c.  in  all  his  taxes    for   the   year    1781. 

Wherefore, 

Resolved  that  that  part  of  said  fourfolds  due  to  the  State  and  added 
to  said  Joseph  Colmans  list  of  assessment  for  the  year  1781  be  and  is 
hereby  remitted  or  taken  off  and  not  to  be  required  or  collected  of  said 
Joseph  Colman  and  if  already  collected  to  be  forthwith  returned  to  said 
Colman  and  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  and  the  Collector  of  said  four- 
folds  in  said  Whitingham  are  hereby  required  to  govern  themselves 
accordingly. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  situation  of  the  frontiers 
&c.  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz^ — "That  it  is  there  opinion  that 
the  soldiers  raised  foi  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  in  February  last  be  dis- 
charged except  one  Subaltern  and  ten  men  to  remain  at  Castleton — 
And  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  barrells  of  flour  be  procured  out  of  the 
provision  tax  granted  last  October — S.  Safford  for  the  Com*^^^". 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  the 
Secretary  be  desired  to  make  such  amendments  in  the  Act  for  raising 
a  tax  of  7^  on  the  pound  &c.  agreeable  to  said  Report — and  make  Report. 

M''  [Roger]  Enos  requested  leave  of  absence — Granted. 

M"'  [Isaac]  Tichenor  requested  leave  of  absence — Granted. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  B  o  s  t  i  o  n 
[Bastian]  Deal,  Peter  Forsbury  &c.  brought  in  the  following 
Report  viz — "That  they  have  considered  the  within  petition  and  find 
that  there  are  a  great  number  of  settlers  in  this  State  nearly  under  the 
same  situation  therefore  they  would  beg  leave  to  offer  it  as  their  opinion 
that  there  ought  to  be  an  Act  passed  for  quiet  ingancient  settlers' — under 
such  restrictions  as  the  Legislature  shall  judge  just — And  that  three 
persons  be  appointed  to  repair  to  the  town  of  Pownall  and  be  impowered 
as  a  Committee  to  cite  the  original  proprietors  of  Pownall  before  them  to 
shew  cause  if  any  they  have  why  the  prayer  of  said  petition  should  not 
be  granted,  and  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  Committee  to  state  the 
evidences  and  matters  of  fact  adduced  before  them  by  each  party  in 


I.     See  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  appendix  E.,   pp.  341-356,  for  "  Conflicting 
Titles  to  Land  in  Vermont  and  Measures  of  Relief." 
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writing  and  make  Report  of  said  evidences  to  the  General  Assembly  at 
their  next  Session — S.  Safford  for  the  Com*^^^." 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  thereupon — 

Resolved  that  Col°  Nathaniel  Brush  Gen'  Samuel  Safford  and  Maj"" 
Bigelow  Lawrence  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  Committee  agree- 
able to  said  Report — and  that  they  make  Report  accordingly — 

On  motion  made, 

Resolved  that  the  several  towns  in  this  State  who  have  not  elected 
Representatives  to  attend  the  General  Asembly  for  the  present  year  be 
and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  send  Representatives  to  the  next 
adjourned  Session  of  Assembly — ^And  the  Constables  in  such  towns  are 
hereby  directed  to  notify  the  freemen  of  such  towns  to  meet  at  some 
convenient  time  and  place  before  the  next  Session  in  order  to  Elect 
Representatives  accordingly. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Samuel  Wells, 
Jon^  and  Arad  Hunt  brought  in  the  following  Report — viz — "That  it  is 
the  opinion  of  your  Committee  that  the  said  land  (prayed  for)  ought  to 
be  granted  to  the  said  petitioners  for  such  fees  as  the  Governor  and 
Council  shall  think  reasonable,  provided  the  said  petitioners  make  and 
execute  a  deed  of  one  hundred  acres  to  each  settler — (their  names  un- 
known) which  lots  of  land  are  to  be  laid  in  proper  form — -Provided  the 
said  settlers  pay  the  said  petitioner  such  sums  as  shall  be  adjudged  just 
by  a  Com'^^  appointed  by  the  Assembly  for  that  purpose— Moses 
RoBiNSONfor  Com'^^." 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a 
Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  doom'  the  several 
towns  that  have  not  returned  their  grand  lists  and  make  Report — The 
members  chosen  M""  [Matthew]  Lyon,  M''  [Elihu]  Smith,  M'  [Noah] 
Sabin,  M"^  Eben''  Curtis  and  M''  [Nehemiah]  Lovewell. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Doct"^  Jacob 
Rubach  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — 

That  the  said  Petitioner  has  exhibited  an  account  for  services  &c. 
which  appears  to  be  justly  charged  for  Doctering  sundry  persons  be- 
longing to  different  Regiments  in  the  Continental  service,  which  your 
Committee  does  not  consider  the  Right  of  this  State  to  pay — S.  Safford 
for  Com'^^" 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted. 

A  petition  signed  James  Lewis  was  Read  and  refered  to  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  for  their  consideration  and  to  Act  on  the  matter  as 
they  shall  judge  just. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  chosen  by  this  House  to  agree 
with  some  person  or  persons  who  will  undertake  to  set  up  and  continue 
the  printing  business*  in  some  convenient  place  in  this  State  for  the  lerm 


1.  See  note  on  "dooming,"  p.  27. 

2.  See  note,  p.   132. 
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of  five  years  giving  sufficient  security  for  his  or  their  constant  and 
faithful  perfoimance  of  said  printing  business  for  this  State  and  also 
that  a  Public  Newspaper  be  printed  and  published  weekly  at  said 
printing  office  and  in  consideration  thereof  that  the  said  person  or  persons 
shall  receive  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds  Lawful  money  out  of  the 
treasury  of  this  State  by  equal  payments  to  be  made  within  two  years, 
and  shall  have  the  sole  and  exclusive  priviledge  of  printing  for  this 
State  during  the  said  term  of  five  years  at  a  reasonable  price — Also 
further, 

Resolved  that  the  Committee  for  receiving  granting  fees  be  directed 
to  receive  from  Capt.  Dan'  Taylor',  at  cash  price,  such  printing  paper  as 
he  has  on  hand  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  person  or  persons  contracting 
at  the  printing  office  taking  his  or  their  receipt  therefor  in  part  of  the 
said   three   hundred   pounds — also   further — 

Resolved  that  the  Sheriff  of  each  County  be  directed  to  distribute  to 
the  respective  towns  in  their  several  Counties  all  public  Acts  of  the 
State — The  Committee  chosen  for  the  above  purpose — Noah  Sabin, 
Micah  Townsend  and  Abel  Curtis  Esquires. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  Abner  Chaffee 
brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — "That  it  is  the  opinion  of  your 
Committee  that  a  new  tryal  be  granted  agreeable  to  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  at  the  adjourned  County  Court  to  be  holden  at  Bennington  on 
the  3^^  tuesday  of  December  next — And  that  said  Court  be  allowed  to 
tax  cost  as  on  Review,  and  take  into  consideration  the  judgment  men- 
tioned in  said  petition. 

John  Strong  for  Com'^^." 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a 
Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

A  petition  signed  Samuel  Wilcock  [Willcox]  and  Joseph  Durgee 
[Durkee]  was  Read  and  dismissed. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  petition  of  Jonathan 
Grout  and  others  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — "That  they  have 
examined  the  matters  contained  in  said  petition  with  the  evidence  re- 
lative thereto  and  nothing  appears  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee 
that  the  tax  therein  contained  ought  to  be  remitted — 
Timothy  Brownson  for  Com'^^." 

The  above  Report  was  Read  and  accepted. 

Resolved  that  an  Order  be  and  is  hereby  granted  unto  Abel  Thomp- 
son^ and  Compy  to  survey  a  township  containing  twenty  four  thousand 
acres  in  square  form  Easterly  on  Middlebury,  Salisbury  and  Leister  or 
either  or  any  of  them  by  the  15 "'day of  December  next — Provided  that 
the  said  tract  do  not  interfere  with  former  grants — And  the  Governor 
and  Council  are  hereby  requested  to  issue  a  Charter  of  incorporation  of 

1.  Daniel  Taylor  represented  Newfane  in  the  Legislature  in  1781,  1782  and  1783. 

2.  The  town  of  Ripton  was  granted  to  Abel  Thompson  and  his  associates. 
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said  tract  under  such  restrictions  and  with  such  reservations  as  they 
shall  judge  just  in  lieu  of  the  grant  heretofore  made  to  said  Thomson 
and  Compy, 

On  motion  made  to  choose  Auditors  of  Accounts. 

The  Ballots  being  taken, 

MiCAH    TOWNSEND, 

Isaac  Tichenor 

Jonathan  Brace  Esquires  were  Elected. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  to  impower  Ebenezer  Taft  Administrator 
to  the  estate  of  Timothy  Tyler  deceased  to  sell  part  of  the  real  estate  of 
said  Tyler  "  was  read  and  passed  the  House. 

Adjourned    until    monday  morning  next  10  "Clock  in  the  morning. 

MONDAY  Oct'  21 «'  1782. 

An  Act  entitled  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  directing  and  regulating 
the  levying  and  serving  executions  was  Read  and  passed    the    House. 

Resolved  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  desired  to  issue  his 
proclamation  for  a  day  of  public  Thanksgiving  throughout  this  State  and 
that  it  be  holden  on  the  day  which  may  be  appointed  for  that  service  in 
the  other  States  of  America. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  in  alteration  of  an  Act  entitled  an  Act  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  three  hundred  able  bodied  effective  men  for  the 
ensuing  Campaign  and  for  repealing  a  part  thereof"  was  read  and  passed 
the   House. 

A  petition  signed  Eben'  Fletcher  and  associates  was  read  and  re- 
fered  unto  a  Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration 
and  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M''  [Gideon]  Ormsby,  M' 
[John]  Norton  and  M'  [Thomas]  Mordock  [Murdock] 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole  were  read  in  the 
words    following   viz — 

"Manchester  ly^^  Oct'  1782. 

"The  Governor  &  Council  joined  the  General  Assembly  in  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  to  take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  chusing 
persons  to  attend  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

"Upon  motion  of  Gen'  [Roger]  Enos 

'^Resolved  that  it  is  expedient  to  choose  persons  to  attend  Congress 
to  transact  the  business  of  this  State,  if  necessary. 

"Voted  to  choose  four  agents  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  immediately 
— whereupon  made  choise  of 

"the  hon'''*      Moses  Robinson 
"Paul  Spooner, 
"Ira  Allen, 
"Jonas  Fay, — Esquires. 

"Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon. 
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"2  "Clock  P.  M. 

"On  motion  made  by  Col°  [Matthew]  Lyon,  Resolved  that  a  Com- 
mittee of  five  be  appointed  to  draw  instructions  to  the  Agents  to  Congress 
— The  following  persons  were  chosen  viz — M''  A.  Curtis,  Gen'  [Samuel] 
Safford,  Col°  [Timothy]  Brownson,  M""  [Nathaniel]  Chipman  and  M'' 
[Thomas]   Porter. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning   10  °Clock. 

Ocf  18'^''  1782 — Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Sub-Committee  brought  in  their  Report  which  being  Read — 
Resolved  that  the  same  be  recommitted  to  the  same  Committee  to  draw 
other  instructions- — -Then  Adjourned  until  3  "Clock  P.  M. 

Alet  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Sub-Committee  brought  in  the  following  Report — viz — 

"To  the  hon'''^  Committee  of  both  Houses — Your  Committee 
appointed  to  give  instructions  to  Agents  to  Congress— beg  leave  to  Re- 
port — That  the  said  Agents  or  any  two  of  them  be  vested  with  powers 
as  plenipotentiaries  to  negociate  the  admission  of  this  State  into  the 
Federal  Union  of  the  United  States  and  to  agree  upon  and  ratify  terms 
of  Confederation  and  perpetual  union  with  them  in  behalf  of  this  State 
whenever  opportunity  shall  present  therefor — And  that  his  Excellency 
the  Gov''  be  requested  to  commissionate  them  accordingly — TiM° 
Brownson  Ch™." 

"The  aforesaid  Committee  likewise  brought  in  the  following — 
viz — 

"Private  Instructions  to  the  Hon*^'^  Moses  Robinson,  Paul  Spooner, 
Ira  Allen  and  Jonas  Fay  Esq"^^  Agents  elected  to  negociate  the  admission 
of  this  State  of  Vermont  into  the  Confederation  of  the  United  States. 

"Gentlemen 

"You  will  any  two  of  you  when  you  shall  be  directed  by  the  Govern- 
or and  Council  repair  to  the  American  Congress — ^And  are  to  consider 
yourselves  as  Plenipotentiaries  invested  with  full  powers  to  agree  on 
terms  upon  which  this  State  shall  come  into  union  with  the  United 
States  of  North  America — And  in  case  of  such  agreement,  in  behalf  of 
this  State  to  sign  and  ratify  articles  of  federal  union  with  the  United 
States. 

"But  you  will  make  it  a  condition  not  on  any  account  to  be  dis- 
pensed with,  that  this  State  be  admitted  free  from  arrears  of  the  Conti- 
nental Debt  already  accrued,  this  State  discharging  its  own  debts — 
And  if  this  should  be  rejected  by  those  with  whom  you  are  to  treat  you 
will  endeavour  to  obtain  the  conditions  on  which  this  State  may  be  ad- 
mitted— and  lay  the  same  as  soon  as  may  before  your  Constitutents — 
TiM°  Brownson  Ch""." 

"The  aforesaid  Instructions  were  Read  and  agreed  to  by  the  Com- 
mittee and  Ordered  to  be  Reported  to  the  Legislature — 
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"On  motion  made  by  M''  [Isaac]  Tichenor — 

"Resolved  that  Col°  [Ira]  Allen,  M^  [Isaac]  Tichenor,  M""  [Nathaniel] 
Chipman'  and  Judge  [Moses]  Robinson  be  a  Committee  to  draw  a  letter 
to  his  Excellency  the  President  of  Congress  acquainting  him  with  the 
measures  taken  by  this  State  respecting  the  late  disturbances  in  Wind- 
ham County. 

"The  Committee  then  Disolved. 

"Attest  MiCAH  TOWNSEND  Clk." 


That  part  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole  giving  In- 
structions to  the  Agents  to  Congress  was  Read  twice — and  approved 
of  by  the  House — And  the  Yeas  and  Nays  being  required  by  M''  A. 
Curtis  on  that  part  of  the  Report  investing  them  with  Plenipotentiary 
powers — they  stand  as  follows — viz. 
Yeas 

M^  Ormsby  M' 

M^  Bull  M' 

Fassett  M' 

Lyon  M' 

Strong  M' 

Baldwin  M' 

Amos  Curtis  M'' 

M.  Robinson  M' 

Hickcok  M' 

Speaker  M' 

Drury  -  M' 

Butterfield  M' 

Lock  M' 

Alkln  M' 

Norton  M' 

M''  Spear 
M''  Strong 
M"  Stebbins 
M""  Mattucks 
M'  Whipple 
M^  Willard 

Edgerton 

Ward 

Watson 

Moulton 

Rowlee 

Murray 


M' 
M' 
M' 
M' 
M' 
M^ 
M' 
M^ 
M^ 
M^ 
M^ 
M^ 
M^ 


Nays 
S.  Robinson 
Hunt 
Hamilton 
Smalley 
E.  Robinson 
Abel  Curtis 
Parkhurst 
Beeman 
Chipman^ 
Taylor 
Olcott 
Hazen 
Murdock 
Carroll 
Freeman 


M^ 
M^ 
M' 
M' 
M' 
M' 


I.     The  name  Chipman  does  not  appear  in  the  list  of  members  on  pp.  1 19-120. 
In  Comstock's  revision  of  Deming's  Vermont  Officers,  p.  230,  will  be  found  a  note  stating 
that  Nathaniel  Chipman  probably  was  elected  in  1782  to  succeed  Thomas  Porter  of  Tin- 
mouth,  who  resigned  from  the  Assembly  to  become  a  member  of  the  Council. 
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M""  Merriman 
M""  Underwood 
M-"  Sabin 
M^  Willson 
M^  Kathan 
M^  Wait 
M''  Simons 
M"-  Cottle 
M''  Gilbert 
M'  Love  well 
Yeas  37 — Nays  15 — So  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 
The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  stating  of  fees  of  Agents 
to  Congress,  Auditors  of  acc*^^  &c.  brought  in  the  following  Report — viz 
"That  it  is  our  opinion  that  the  Agents  for  Congress  be  allowed  ten. 
shillings  per  day  exclusive  of  expences — And  that  the  Auditors  of  ac- 
counts, Committee  of  Pay-Table,  and  Revisors  of  the  Laws  be  allowed 
twelve  shillings  p*^  day  they  bearing  their  own  expences — Sam*  Fletch- 
er for  Com'^*=". 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  Accepted. 
Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon. 

2  oClock  P.  M. 

A  memorial  signed  by  Ira  Allen  Esq""  Treasurer  was  read  and  refered 
to  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council  to  take 
the  same  under  consideration  and  confer  with  the  Treasurer  and  make 
Report — The  members  chosen  M""  Abel  Curtis,  M*"  E.  Curtis  and  M"" 
[Benjamin]  Wait. 

A  petition  signed  John  Alsworth  was  Read  and  refered  to  the  next 
Session  of  Assembly. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  granting  a  new  tryal  in  the  case  therein 
mentioned"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  entitled  an  Act  for 
licensing  and  regulating  Houses  of  Public  Entertainment  or  taverns,  and 
for  suppressing  unlicensed  houses"  was  read  and  passed  the  House. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  directing  the  laying  out  of  Highways" 
was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  relating  to  Auditors  and  Actions  of  ac- 
counts" was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  prescribing  and  establishing  forms  of  oaths 
in  this  State  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  prescribing  forms  of  writs  in  Civil  causes" 
was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

Ira  Allen  Esq"^  Surveyor  General  delivered  in  a  stating  or  situation 
of  the  lines  of  the  several  towns  within  this  State — with  a  Resignation  of 
his  said  office  of  Surveyor  General  which  was  Read — and  thereupon, 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
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Council  be  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  situation  of  the 
lines  of  the  towns  in  this  State  &c  and  make  report  of  their  opinion  re- 
specting the  same  to  this  House — The  members  chosen  M""  [Matthew] 
Lyon   M''  [Elihu]  Smith  and  M^  Curtis. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  9  oClock. 

TUESDAY  Oct^  22*1  1782. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  estates  of  those 
persons  who  have  forfeited  the  same  are  confiscated  in  the  County  of 
Windham,  and  make  Report  of  their  opinion  respecting  the  same — 
The  members  chosen  M""  [Peter]  Wright,  M"'  [Arad]  Hunt  and  M''  [John] 
Norton. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Robert  Loggan 
brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — "That  in  the  opinion  of  your  Com- 
mittee the  prayer  of  said  petition  ought  to  be  granted,  and  that  he  have 
an  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  sum  of  four  pounds  lawful  money — 
that  the  Counterfeit  money  therein  mentioned  be  delivered  to  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  destroy  the  paper  money  Emited  by  this  State  and 
that  said  Committee  destroy  (unless  already  destroyed)  said  Counterfeit 
money  in  the  same  manner  as  is  by  Law  prescribed — B.  Lawrence 
for  Com'"." 

An  Act  in  the  Statute  Law  Book  entitled  "An  Act  directing  pro- 
ceedings against  forceable  entry  and  detainer"  with  the  several  amend- 
ments and  Revisions  therein  and  thereto  anexed  was  Read  and  passed  the 
House. 

A  petition  signed  Asa  Whitcomb  was  Read  and  refered  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make  Report- 
The  members  chosen  M"^  E.  Curtis,  M""  E.  Robinson  and  M*^  [Jonathan] 
Fassett. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act  regulating  Goals 
[jails]  and  Coalers*"  [jailers]  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

A  petition  signed  Zachariah  Curtis  was  Read  and  Refered  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make  Report- 
The  members  chosen  M""  [Thomas]  Rowlee,  [Rowley]  M''  [Samuel] 
Mattucks  and  M"^  [William]  Ward. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appounted  to  draw  instruc- 
tions for  the  Treasurer  respecting  the  2^  tax,  and  make  Report — The 
members  chosen  M"^  [Noah]  Sabin,  M""  Abel  Curtis  and  M''  [Matthew] 
Lyon. 

The  Council  Returned  the  "Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  entitled  an 
Act  directing  and  regulating  the  levying  and  serving  executions*  with 


1.  This  act  provided  an  oath  which  poor  debtors  might  take,  showing  that  they  did 
not  possess  real  and  personal  estate  to  the  value  of  five  pounds,  and  the  debtor  was  released 
unless  the  creditor  became  surety  for  the  debtor's  board  and  jail  fees.  For  text  of  act  see 
Slade's  Vermont  State  Papers,  pp.  458-459. 

2.  For  text  of  this  act  see  Slade's  Vermont  State  Papers,  p.  461. 


144  Assembly  Journal 

some  amendments  and  additions  which  were  Read  and  concurred  with 
and  said  additions  are  hereby  Ordered  to  be  annexed  to  said  Act. 

Resolved  that  the  Pay-Master  of  this  State's  troops  be  dismissed 
from  his  said  office  as  soon  as  he  shall  have  completed  adjusting  the 
accounts  of  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  in  service  the  last  Campaign. 

Resolved  that  the  Secretary  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  present 
Daniel  Jones^  Esq"'  one  sett  of  the  Acts  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State 
which  are  or  shall  be  revised  when  printed  in  token  of  the  sense  this 
House  has  for  his  good  services  in  Revising  the  Laws. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  for  allowing  and  Regulating  off  setts" — 
was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  afternoon. 

2  "Clock  P.  M. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Asa  Whitcomb 
brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — 

"That  it  is  there  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted 
and  that  the  said  Whitcomb  have  an  order  from  this  Assembly  to  draw 
out  of  the  Treasury  of  this  State  so  much  money  as  will  answer  the  tax 
laid  on  five  Rights  or  shares  of  land  within  the  aforesaid  town  of  Stock- 
bridge  and  that  the  said  Whitcomb  pay  the  cost  arising  on  the  sale  of 
said  land — Eben'^  Curtis  for  Com*^^. " 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  thereupon — 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  in 
Bills  of  Credit  emmitted  by  this  State  to  Asa  Whitcomb  as  much  money 
as  he  has  received  for  the  tax  of  five  Rights  in  Stockbridge  on  account 
of  the  loss  sustained  by  the  said  Whitcomb  in  his  attempting  to  make  a 
settlement  there. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Eli  Pettibone 
&  Gamaliel  Deming  brought  in  their  Report  which  was  Read  and  not 
accepted  and  said  petition  was  dismissed. 

Resolved  that  this  House  will  sit  patiently  until  Thursday  next  if 
the  urgency  of  the  business  requires  before  they  adjourn  this  Session. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  Act  entitled  an 
Act  for  raising  a  tax  of  y^  on  the  pound  to  be  paid  in  Due  Bills  and  2^ 
in  hard  money  only — And  Report  their  opinion  with  such  amendments 
as  they  shall  judge  necessary. — The  members  chosen  M''  [Elias]  Olcott 
M'  [Thomas]  Moredock  [Murdock]  &  M^  [Joseph]  Bradley. 

An  Act  entitled  An  Act  regulating  proprietors  meetings"  as  it 
stands  in  the  Statute  Law  Book  with  the  alterations  and  amendments 
annexed  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

Resolved  that  there  be  and  is  hereby  granted  and  confirmed  to 


I.     Daniel  Jones  of  Hinsdale  (N.  H.)  was  a  member  of  the  Assembly  when  the  Eastern 
Union  was  considered  a  part  of  Vermont. 
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Mess"  Samuel  Wells,  Jonathan  Hunt  and  Arad  Hunt'  three  thousand 
acres  of  land  lying  in  Whitingham  with  the  usual  allowance  for  high- 
ways in  such  proportion  as  they  heretofore  claimed  the  same  under  a 
grant  from  the  late  government  of  New  York,  for  such  fees  as  the 
Governor  and  Council  shall  judge  reasonable,  upon  this  condition  that 
the  said  grantees  convey  to  each  settler  now  actually  dwelling  on  said 
land  one  hundred  acres,  to  be  laid  in  such  form  as  the  Committee  herein 
afternamed  shall  direct,  and  to  include  the  improvements  made  by  such 
settler  within  fourteen  days  after  such  settler  shall  have  paid  or  secured 
to  be  paid  to  the  said  grantees  to  the  satisfaction  of  said  Committee  such 
sum  or  sums  of  money  as  said  Committee  shall  judge  just — Provided 
that  the  said  grantees  shall  not  be  holden  to  convey  as  aforesaid  except 
as  to  such  settler  who  shall  pay  or  secure  the  payment  as  aforesaid  with- 
in one  month  after  such  Committee  shall  have  determined  the  price  to 
be  paid  by  them  and  notice  thereof  given  to  them  respectively — Said 
Land  hereby  granted  bounded  as  follows  viz — beginning  at  the  North- 
west corner  of  a  tract  of  land  granted  by  the  late  government  of  New 
York  to  Lieut.  Thomas  Ethesington  and  runs  thence  North  80"^  West 
one  hundred  and  seventy  eight  chains — then  South  lo"*  West  one  hundred 
and  seventy  seven  chains  then  South  80^  East  one  hundred  and  seventy 
eight  chains  and  then  North  10^  East  one  hundred  and  seventy  seven 
chains  to  the  place  of  beginning— And  further  Resolved  that  Col°  Zadock 
Granger  and  Capt.  Whitmore  of  Marlborough  and  Luke  Knowlton  Esq'' 
of  New  Fane  or  such  other  person  or  persons  as  the  parties  shall  mutually 
agree  on  shall  be  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Zachariah 
Curtis  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — 

"That  your  Committee  hath  carefully  looked  into  the  case  and 
examined  the  evidences  relative  thereto  and  find  to  our  satisfaction  the 
facts  set  forth  in  the  petition  to  be  true— therefore  give  it  as  our  opinion 
that  the  said  Zachariah  Curtis  be  confirmed  in  his  property  in  and  unto 
said  Right  or  share  of  land  as  fully  and  amply  as  tho  said  deed  was  not 
destroyed   by   fire. 

Thomas  Rowlee  for  Committee." 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a 
Bill   be   brought   in   accordingly. 

Resolved  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested  to  dis- 
charge all  the  troops  in  the  service  of  this  State^  except  one  Sergeant, 
one  Corporal  and  eleven  privates  to  be  taken  out  of  those  who  are  in- 
listed  and  paid  until  the  15'''  of  December  next — And  that  the  Treasurer 


1.  A  special  charter  for  three  lots  of  land  granted  to  Jonathan  and  Arad  Hunt,  in 
Whitingham,  being  part  of  a  previous  grant  to  Capt.  John  Walker,  "a  reduced  officer," 
may  be  found  in  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2  (Vermont  Charters),  pp.  218-219. 

2.  This  is  an  indication  that  the  war  was  practically  ended. 
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pay  the  classes  that  inlisted  such  men  two  months  wages  at  forty  shillings 
p''  month. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  for  appointing  and  supporting  Schools" — 
was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Ebenezer 
Fletcher  brought  in  their  Report  which  was  Read  and  dismissed — 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  entitled  an  Act  for 
authenticating  Deeds'  and  conveyance  of  land"  was  Read  and  passed 
the  House. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from 
the  Council  be  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  Provision  Act 
passed  in  October  1781 — And  Report  their  opinion  Respecting  the 
same — The  members  chosen  M''  [Matthew]  Lyon,  M''  [Peter]  Wright 
and  M""  [Daniel]  Taylor 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  for  the  regulation  and  establishment  of 
town  lines"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

Adjourned  until  to  Morrow  morning  nine  oclock. 

WEDNESDAY  Oct^  23^  1782. 

Resolved  that  John  Marks  and  Ward  Agar  be  and  they  are  hereby 
appointed  County  Surveyors  for  the  County  of  Windham — and  Ned 
Hurd,  Jeremiah  Bingham,  Elisha  Barber  and  Samuel  French  be  and 
they  are  hereby  appointed  County  Surveyors  for  the  County  of  Benning- 
ton— and  John  Hatch  and  Barnabas  Strong  be  and  they  are  hereby 
appointed  County  Surveyors  for  the  County  of  Windsor — and  Timothy 
Bartholomew  be  and  is  hereby  appointed  County  Surveyor  for  the 
County  of  Orange — and  Ebenezer  Cobb  and  Alfred  Hathaway  be  and 
they  are  hereby  appointed  County  Surveyors  for  the  County  of  Rutland. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  Doom  the  several  towns  which  have 
not  Returned  the  sum  total  of  their  grand  list  brought  in  the  following 
Report — viz — 

That  the  towns  following  be  doomed^  at  the  several  sums  annexed 
to  their  names  viz — 

Dorset £2249-10-0  Pomfret £1550 —  0-0 

Reuport 2719-15-0  Cavendish 533- 

Rockingham  3309 Bethel 100 

Whiteingham  773-IO —  Hartland 281 7-10-0 

New  Fane  1632-5-  Springfield 2139-10-0 

Londonderry  877 — 10  Strafford 1392 

Brattleborough  5000 — —  Ryegate 427- 

Hallifax  3508 Newbury  2880—14— 


1.  The  text  of  this  act  may  be  found  in  Slade's  Vermont  State  Papers,  p.  458. 

2.  See  note  pp.  27  and  137.  Where  proper  returns  of  property  valuation  were  not 
made  for  purposes  of  taxation  towns  were  "doomed,"  an  assessment  being  made  by  esti- 
mate. It  will  be  noted  from  the  table  given  that  the  failure  to  make  returns  was  not 
confined  to  isolated  instances  or  to  towns  having  a  small  population. 
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Marlborough 
Guilford 

Athens 

Tomlinson 

Ira 

Castleton 

Harwich ■ 

Royalton 

Sharon 

Hartford 


£1911-15- 

5837 

443 

200 

520 

1234 

200 

953 
960 

3013 


Thetford 
Fairlee — 


Moretown- 
Barnet 


Lunenburg 
Guildhall 

Corinth 

Peacham — 
Maidstone— 


£1754 

508- 

1450 
651-S 
365 — 
416 

654-K 
214 — 
220 — 


Matthew  Lyon  for  Committee." 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted. 

An  Act  en  ci  tied  "An  Act  for  discharging  the  Collector 
for  the  town  of  Manchester  four  pounds  Lawful  money  on  the  tax  of  said 
Manchester  on  account  of  two  forty  shilling  counterfeit  Bills  he  took 
for  said  tax"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

M''  [Elihu]  Smith  requested  leave  of  absence — Granted. 

A  petition  signed  Gideon  Ormsby  was  Read  and  refered  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make  Report — 
The  members  chosen  M"^  [Benjamin]  Wait,  M''  [Thomas]  Bull  and  M"" 
[Peter]  Wright. 

A  petition  signed  Jesse  Bostwick  was  Read  and  refered  to  the  next 
Session. 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  desired  to  suspend  giving  out  execu- 
tions against  the  several  delinquent  Collectors  in  this  State  until  the 
rising  of  the  next  Session  of  Assembly  and  no  longer — And  that  the 
several  towns  who  have  had  an  abatement  made  on  any  of  their  lists  by 
the  General  Assembly  be  desired  to  send  into  the  next  Session  the  sum 
total  of  such  abatement  and  on  what  list  that  the  Treasurer  may  collect 
of  such  towns  accordingly. 

Resolved  that  the  last  Thursday  of  November  next  be  and  is  hereby 
appointed  as  a  day  of  Public  Thanskgiving  throughout  this  State — And 
that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  in  Council  be  requested  to  Issue  his 
proclamation  accordingly — And  a  Resolution  passed  the  21^'  Instant 
requesting  his  Excellency  the  Governor  to  Issue  his  Proclamation  for  a 
day  of  Public  Thanksgiving  &c.  be  and  is  hereby  Reconsidered. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  to  secure  to  the  Proprietors  of  Tunbridge 
their  Rights  in  said  town  granted  by  the  Governor  of  New  Hampshire" 
was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  instructions  for  the  Treasurer 

respecting  the  2^  tax  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — "That  the 

Treasurer  be  directed  not  to  pay  out  any  of  the  money  collected  on  the 

two  penny  tax  until  the  next  Session  of  Assembly  excepting  such  special 

orders  as  the  Assembly  have   given  this  Session. 


Noah  Sabin  for  Com'"." 
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The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read    and  thereupon 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  not  to  pay 
out  any  of  the  money  collected  on  the  two  penny  tax  until  the  next 
Session  of  Assembly — except  on  such  special  orders  as  this  Assembly  have 
given  at  this  Session  or  orders  that  the  Governor  and  Council  may  draw 
for  the  exigency  of  the  State. 

The  Governor  and  Council  returned  the  Act  entitled  an  Act  in 
addition  to  an  Act  for  licensing  and  regulating  Houses  of  Public  Enter- 
tainment &c.  with  some  proposals  of  amendments  which  was  Read  and 
the  question  being  put  whether  the  proposals  of  amendment  should  be 
agreed  to — It  passed  in  the  Negative. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  Bill 
altering  a  certain  part  of  a  Clause  in  an  Act  defining  and  limiting  the 
powers  of  the  several  Courts  within  this  State — That  part  of  the  clause 
viz — "where  the  debt  or  matter  in  demand  does  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
forty  shilling"  That  they  alter  the  same  to  "six  pounds" and  make  Re- 
port— ^The  members  chosen  M"'  Abel  Curtis  M""  [Peter]  Wright  and  M"" 
[Benjamin]  Whipple. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act    for  confirming  Zachariah  Curtis  in  his 
property  in  and  unto  one  certain  Right  or  share  of  Land  in  the  township 
of  Bromley"  [Peru]  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 
A  RESOLUTION  Resolved  that  the  Surveyor  Gen'  of  this  State  be  &  he  is  hereby 

Giving  In-  directed  to  suspend  for  the  time  being  drawing  bounds  for  any  towns 
sTRucTioNs  granted  by  this  State  where  he  may  judge  they  cannot  be  drawn  with 
TO  THE  SuR-  ^j^^^  exactness  which  ought  to  be  both  for  the  interest  of  the  State  & 
TO  B^  Enter-  grantees — That  the  Surv""  Gen'  proceed  as  fast  as  possible  to  regulate 
ED  Here  surveys  agreeable  to  an  Act  for  the  regulation  &  establishment  of  town 
lines — That  the  Surveyor  Gen'  proceed  as  soon  as  may  be  to  regulate  the 
surveys  adjacent  to  the  upper  Cohoos  [Coos]  towns  and  lay  the  towns  in 
that  vicinity  that  have  been  granted  by  this  State  as  near  the  chart  of 
said  towns  that  was  exhibited  in  Ocf  1780  as  may  be  laying  such  towns 
in  as  good  shape  as  the  old  grants  and  the  situation  of  the  lands  will  ad- 
mit— that  in  case  any  charters  may  have  been  taken  out  in  such  manner 
as  to  infringe  on  other  grants  or  to  lie  in  very  bad  shape  the  Governor 
&  Council  are  requested  in  such  case  to  give  information  thereof  to  the 
proprietors  of  such  town  or  towns  requesting  them  to  send  back  such 
charter  or  charters  &  on  receiving  such  charter  or  charters  the  Gov""  & 
Council  are  requested  to  give  such  proprietors  a  new  charter  in  manner 
aforesaid  at  the  expense  of  this  State — also 

Resolved  that  in  any  case  where  any  grants  made  by  this  State  may 
be  found  to  lap  one  on  another  (except  in  the  case  of  the  towns  contigious 
to  the  upper'  Cohoos)  [Coos]  that  such  case  or  cases  be  laid  before  this 
Assembly  for  their  adjustment  &  direction  by  the  Surveyor  Gen'  before 
he  draw  bounds  for  any  such  towns — That  as  a  general  instruction  the 
Surv''  Gen'  be  directed  to  comport  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  tenor  of  the 


I.     See  note,  p.  86  on  the  Upper  Coos  region. 
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respective  grants  laying  the  towns  in  as  good  shape  as  the  situation  of  the 
lands  will  admit  observing  the  priority  of  grants. 

Resolved  that  Elkanah  Cobb  of  Pawlet  be  and  is  hereby  appointed 
a  County  Surveyor  for  the  County  of  Rutland. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  further  to  continue  the  Laws  passed  by 
the  Legislature  of  this  State"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

The  Hon  '''^  Moses  Robinson,  Jonas  Fay  and  John  Fassett  Esq"  who 
were  elected  Judges  of  the  Superiour  Court  came  into  the  House  and 
informed  the  Assembly  that  they  declined  Serving  as  Judges  of  the 
Superiour  Court. 

Ordered  that  M""  [John]  Strong  be  requested  to  desire  the  Governor 
and  Council  to  join  this  Assembly  at  2  °Clock  in  the  afternoon  to  choose 
Judges  of  the  Superiour  Court. 

Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  afternoon. 

2°  Clock  P.  M. 

A  memorial  signed  by  Roswell  Hopkins  Clerk  of  the  Assembly 
praying  that  his  wages  might  be  stated  for  the  ensuing  year — was  Read, 
whereupon 

Resolved  that  Roswell  Hopkins  be  and  is  hereby  allowed  twelve 
shillings  Lawful  Money  per  day  while  he  is  attending  as  Clerk  of  the 
Assembly  during  their  Sessions  the  present  year. 

A  petition  signed  Hezekiah  Leffingwell  was  Read  and  Refered  to 
the  next  Session. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Gideon  Ormsby 
brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — "That  after  hearing  the  evidence 
and  other  matters  Relative  thereto  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  Committee 
that  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  granted. — 

B.  Wait  for  the  Committee." 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill 
be  brought  in  accordingly. 

On  motion  made  by  M"^  [Calvin]  Parkhurst 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  accept  of  the 
Certificates  of  the  Select  Men  of  Royalton  as  evidence  what  lands  were 
owned  by  the  actual  settlers  the  land  tax  of  which  is  to  be  taken  off 
agreeable  to  an  Act  relinquishing  to  the  proprietors  of  Royalton  who  are 
actual  settlers  the  tax  therein  mentioned. 

Resolved  that  the  Secretary  of  State  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to 
erase  the  words  ^^ forty  shillings'^  out  of  the  2^^  Clause  of  an  Act  passed 
the  last  Session  Entitled  An  Act  defining  and  limittingthe  powers  of  the 
several  Courts  within  this  State — And  insert  the  words  '^Six  Pounds" 
in  lieu  thereof — And  that  he  insert  a  proviso  in  the  said  clause  that  an 
appeal  be  allowed  in  all  matters  in  demand  exceeding  forty  shillings  ex- 
cept on  Specialties  and  Notes  of  hand  not  exceeding  ten  pounds  which 
are  avouched  by  one  or  more  witness. 
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An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  directing  the  Recording  a  deed  therein 
mentioned"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

A  petition  signed  Nehemiah  Lovewell  was  Read  and  the  prayer 
thereof  granted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

Resolved  that  his  Excellency  the  Governors  Sallary  for  the  present 
year  be  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  Lawful  money. 

Resolved  that  M''  Abel  Curtis  be  and  is  hereby  allowed  twelve 
shillings  in  addition  to  his  wages  as  a  Representative  for  his  services  as 
Clerk  Pro — -Tempore. 

The  Hon^'^  Moses  Robinson,  Jonas  Fay  &  John  Fassett  Esquires 
after  some  debate  accepted  of  their  appointments  as  Judges  of  the 
Superiour  Court  until  the  next  Session — And  if  their  Rank  is  not  es- 
tablished to  their  minds  at  that  time,  that  they  have  liberty  to  Resign  if 
they  shall  choose. 

Resolved  that  Increase  Moseley  Esq""  have  one  dollar  p''  day  allowed 
him  in  addition  to  his  wages  as  a  Representative  for  his  Services  as 
Speaker  of  the  Assembly  during  the  present  Session. 

Resolved  that  Micah  Townsend  Esq"'  Secretary  of  State  be  and  is 
allowed  twelve  shillings  per  day  during  the  present  Session  for  his  ser- 
vices. 

On  motion  made  to  choose  a  Surveyor  General 

The  Ballots  being  taken 

The  Hon'''^  Ira  Allen  Esq""  was  Elected. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  8  "Clock. 

THURSDAY  Oct^  24^^  1782. 

A  Resolution  of  Council  appointing  a  Committee  to  join  a  Com- 
mittee from  the  Assembly  to  take  under  consideration  a  certain  Act 
passed  in  Oct"^  1781 — "Impowering  towns  to  tax  lands  for  purposes 
therein  mentioned"  and  make  Report — was  Read  and  ordered  that  M'' 
[Peter]  Wright,  M""  [Benjamin]  Whipple  and  M""  [Ebenezer]  Drury  be  a 
Committee  to  join  the  above  Committee. 

The  Debenture  of  the  General  Assembly  was  Read  and, 

Ordered  that  the  Treasurer  pay  the  same  to  the  several  persons 
therein  mentioned. 

A  petition  signed  Jonathan  Aikin  David  Cockran  and  John  Cox 
Select  Men  of  Londonderry  was  Read  and  the  prayer  thereof  granted — 
and  Ordered,  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  to  Relinquish  to  the  town  of  Corinth  a  part 
of  the  tax  for  the  year  1781 "  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

A  petition  signed  Jared  Munson  was  read  and  refered  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council  to  take  the  same 
under  consideration  and  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M' 
[Benjamin]  Wait,  M""  [Thomas]  Rowlee  [Rowley]  and  M"^  Curtis — after 
some  debate  the  above  Resolution  was  Reconsidered  and 

Resolved  that  all  actions  and  prosecutions  for  debts  against  Con- 
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fiscated  Estates  be  suspended  until  the  Rising  of  the  Assembly  at  their 
next   adjourned   Session. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  to  Discharge  the  town  of  Londonderry 
from  as  much  of  the  provision  tax  for  the  year  1781  as  was  doomed  and 
collected  on  the  grand  list  for  the  year  1780  more  than  the  just  assess- 
ment therefor" — Was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  consideration  of  the  dis- 
turbances in  the  County  of  Windham  brought  in  their  Report — where- 
upon 

Resolved  that  the  present  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Windham  be  and 
is  hereby  directed  to  make  sale  of  the  estates  in  said  County  lately  con- 
fiscated to  the  use  of  this  State  agreeable  to  an  execution  from  the 
hon'^'^  Superiour  Court  directed  to  the  late  Sheriff — That  he  accept  for 
pay  Due-Bills,  Pay-Table  Orders,  or  hard  money — That  the  said  Sheriff 
be  and  is  hereby  further  directed  to  proceed  as  soon  as  may  be  to  the 
sale  of  so  much  of  the  estates  of  those  persons  that  were  indicted  by  the 
grand  Jurors  of  said  County  to  pay  the  expence  of  the  Posse  Comitatus- 
that  the  Sheriff  take  the  advice  of  the  principal  men  of  the  County  and 
endeavour  to  levy  such  expence  in  proportion  to  the  crimes  and  abilities 
of  such  delinquents  and  that  he  Receive  and  pay  out  due-Bills,  Pay-Table 
orders  or  hard  money. 

Resolved  that  the  Governor  and  Council  be  and  are  hereby  requested 
to  issue  a  Commission  to  Ira  Allen  Esq"'  Surveyor  General  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a  complete  survey  and  Chart  of  the  State  under  such 
directions  as  the  Legislature  or  the  Governor  and  Council  in  their 
Recess  shall  from  time  to  time  direct. 

Resolved  that  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Bennington  be  and  is 
hereby  directed  to  suspend  the  selling  any  land  for  the  10/  Land  tax  in 
the  township  of  Reedsborough  [Readsboro]  until  the  Rising  of  the  Assem- 
bly at  their  next  adjourned  Session. 

The  Governor  and  Council  Returned  the  Act  and  pention  respecting 
Abigal  Baldwin — After  some  debate  said  Act  was  Reconsidered  and  said 
petition  Refered  to  the  next  Session  of  Assembly  agreeable  to  the  Re- 
quest of  the  Governor  and   Council. 

Resolved  that  the  Commissary  General  of  this  State  be  dismissed 
from  his  office  as  such  after  having  compleated  a  settlement  of  his 
accounts. 

An  Act  entitled  An  Act  for  the  Regulation  of  fees^"  was  Read  and 
passed  the  House. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  to  adjourn  the  Supreme  Court"  was  Read 
and  passed  the  House. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  to  Repeal  an  Act  entitled  An  Act  en 


I.  This  act  established  the  per  diem,  fees  and  travel  expenses  for  certain  State, 
county  and  town  officials,  members  of  the  Legislature,  Judges,  agents  to  Congress,  and 
attorneys.  The  text  of  the  act  may  be  found  in  Slade's  Vermont  State  Papers,  pp.  462- 
467. 
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abling  the  several  towns  to  tax  the  lands  within  their  Respective  towns 
for  certain  cases  therein  mentioned  passed  in  October  1781"  was  Read 
and  passed  the  House. 


JOURNAL 


OF    THE 


GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 


OF   THE 


STATE  OF  VERMONT 

At  Their  Adjourned  Session  Holden  at  Windsor,  February,  1783 


THURSDAY  February  13^^  1783. 

The  General  Assembly  met  at  the  town  House  in  Windsor  agreeable 
to  their  adjournment  the  2^^^  of  October  last. 

There  not  being  a  quorum  present — Adjourned  until  to  morrow 
morning  9  oClock. 

FRIDAY  Feby  14^'^  1783. 
The  following  Representatives  produced  their  several  appointments 
and  took  the  necessary  oaths  of  qualliiications  viz. 

BENNINGTON  COUNTY 

Pownal         Maj''  Joseph  Williams 

WINDSOR  COUNTY 

Pomfret         M'  Abida  [Abidah]  Smith 

Bethel  Capt.  John  Benjamin 

Springfield    Capt.  George  Hubbard,  Simon  Stevens  Esq"". 

ORANGE  COUNTY 

Ryegate         M''  James  Gilchrist. 

There  not  being  a  quorum  present  Adjourned  until  2  oClock  after- 
noon. 

2  oClock  P.  M. 

There  not  being  a  quorum  present,  Adjourned  until  tomorrow  morn- 
ing 9  "Clock. 

SATURDAY  Feb^  is'''  1783. 

Ordered  that  M"^  [Matthew]  Lyon  be  requested  to  inform  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor  and  Council  that  this  House  have  formed  agree- 
able to  Constitution,  and  are  now  Ready  to  enter  on  business. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  Council  came  into  the  House 

and  his  Excellency  laid  before  the  House  the  following  papers  &c. 

viz. 

The  proceedings  of  Congress  from  the  5'^  of  November  to  the 
S^*"  of  December  1782  Respecting  Vermont',  among  which  were  the 


I.  The  measures  taken  by  Vermont  to  suppress  the  uprising  of  New  York  sympath- 
izers were  used  by  the  opponents  of  Vermont  to  prejudice  its  cause  in  Congress.  Gover- 
nor Clinton  of  New  York  had  submitted  certain  depositions  concerning  the  Windham 
County  affair.  The  relinquishing  of  claims  to  Western  lands,  claims  which  Madison  says 
(Madison  Papers,  vol,  i,  p.  470)  were  "tenable  neither  by  force  or  right,"  had  strengthened 
the  influence  of  New  York  in  Congress  and  indirectly  had  weakened  Vermont's  position. 

The  Legislature  of  New  Jersey  had  instructed  its  delegates  in  Congress  to  oppose  any 
use  of  force  against  Vermont,  declaring  that  "the  Legislature  know  of  no  disposition  in 
Congress  to  attempt  to  reduce  the  said  people  (of  Vermont)  to  allegiance  by  force,  but 
should  that  be  the  case,  they  will  not  consent  to  the  sending  any  military  force  into  the 
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Resolutions  of  the  5*^  of  December.  The  said  proceedings  were  at- 
tested by  George  Bond  Dep'  Sec^.  A  letter  from  the  hon*"'^  Jonathan 
Arnold  Esq''  dated  Philadelphia  Dec"^  25'^*'  1782  directed  to  "his  Ex- 
cellency Gov''  Chittenden,"  also  one  other  letter  from  the  same  Gentle- 
man, directed  as  aforesaid  and  dated  at  the  same  place  the  26'*^  Dec"" 
1782.  A  letter  directed  to  his  Excellency  the  Gov""  signed  by  Isaac 
Tichenor,  dated  at  Bennington  2"^  Feb^  1783,  enclosing  instructions  from 
the  Legislature  of  New-Jersey  to  their  delegates',  dated  Nov''  i^'  1782 — 
&  also  attested  copies  of  affidavits  or  depositions  of  Joel  Bigelow%  Wil- 
liam Shattuck^,  Henry  Evans,  Oliver  Lovewell  William  Houghton, 
Thomas  Baker''  and  David  Lamb,  which  were  sent  to  Congress — were 
Read,  and  also  a  Remonstrance^  signed  by  his  Excellency  Thomas 
Chittenden  Esq''  directed  to  his  Excellency  the  President  of  Congress, 
dated  Bennington  Jan^  9""  1783 — was  Read. 

On  motion  made  by  M'^  [Roger]  Enos  &  Seconded  by  M''  [Matthew] 
Lyon 


1.  The  New  Jersey  instructions  may  be  found  in  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  p 
248. 

2.  See  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  pp.  235-236  for  text  of  the  deposition  of  Joel 
Bigelow.  This  statement  quotes  Ethan  Allen  as  saying  "That  he  would  give  no  quarter 
to  man,  woman  or  child  who  should  oppose  him,  that  he  would  lay  it  (the  town  of  Guilford) 
as  desolate  as  Sodom  and  Gomorrah."  This  and  other  depositions  related  to  the  Wind- 
ham County  uprising. 

3.  The  depositions  of  William  Shattuck  and  Henry  Evans  appear  in  Governor  and 
Council,  vol.  3,  pp.  241-242. 

4.  The  depositions  of  Thomas  Baker  and  David  Lamb  appear  in  Governor  and 
Council,  vol.  3,  p.  240. 

5.  The  text  of  this  Remonstrance  may  be  found  in  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3, 
pp.  254-262. 

said  territory  to  subdue  the  inhabitants  to  the  obedience  and  subjection  of  the  State  or 
States  that  claim  their  allegiance.  They  disclaim  every  idea  of  imbruing  their  hands  in 
the  blood  of  their  fellow  citizens,  or  entering  into  a  civil  war  among  themselves  at  all  times, 
but  more  especially  at  so  critical  a  period  as  the  present,  conceiving  such  a  step  to  be  highly 
unpolitic  and  dangerous." 

Congress  adopted  a  resolution  declaring  "That  the  said  acts  and  proceedings  of  the 
said  people  (of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants)  being  highly  derogatory  to  the  authority 
of  the  United  States  and  dangerous  to  the  confederacy,  require  the  immediate  and 
decided  interposition  of  Congress  for  the  protection  and  relief  of  such  as  have  suffered  by 
them  and  for  preserving  peace  in  the  said  district  until  a  decision  shall  be  had  of  the  con- 
troversy relative  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same.  *  *  * 

"That  the  United  States  will  take  effectual  measures  to  enforce  a  compliance  with  the 
aforesaid  resolutions,  in  case  the  same  shall  be  disobeyed  by  the  people  of  the  said  district." 
This  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  vote  of  seven  States,  New  Hampshire,  New  York,  Penn- 
sylvania, Delaware,  'Virginia,  North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina.  Rhode  Island  and  New 
Jersey  opposed  and  Massachusetts  and  Maryland,  lacking  a  full  representation,  were  not 
counted.  A  vigorous  remonstrance,  prepared  by  Ira  Allen  and  Thomas  Tolman,  dated 
Jan.  9,  1783,  and  signed  by  Governor  Chittenden,  was  sent  to  the  President  of  Congress." 
General  Washington  was  much  alarmed  at  the  possibility  of  armed  intervention  and  wrote 
Joseph  Jones,  a  member  of  Congress,  in  regard  to  the  matter.  It  is  evident  from  the  tone 
of  the  letter  that  he  disapproved  of  the  plan  of  using  the  army  against  Vermonters.  The 
text  of  the  letter  may  be  found  in  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  pp.  262-264. 
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Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  under  con- 
sideration the  Resolutions  of  Congress^  of  the  5'^  of  December  hist, 
and  prepare  a  Bill  to  lay  before  the  House  for  the  determination  of  this 
Assembly  on  said  Resolutions,  and  make  Report — The  members  chosen 
M^  [Nathaniel]  Chipman,  M'  E.  Robinson,  M-"  [Roger]  Enos,  M^  [John] 
Strong  and  M''  [Noah]  Sabin. 

On  motion  made  by  M""  E.  Robinson 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  arrange  the  necessary  business  of  the  present 
Session  and  make  Report — ^The  members  chosen  M""  [Matthew]  Lyon, 
M^  E.  Smith,  M-"  [Roger]  Enos,  M-"  [Nehemiah]  Lovewell  and  M^ 
[Thomas]  Rowlee  [Rowley]. 

Adjourned  until  Monday  next  at  10  °Clock  in  the  morning. 

MONDAY  Feby  17^'^  1783. 

A  petition  signed  by  the  Listers  of  the  town  of  Arlington  was  Read 
and  the  prayer  thereof  granted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in 
accordingly. 

M""  [Nathaniel]  Chipman  desired  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  repealing 
an  Act  for  fining  absent  members. 

Ordered  that  he  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly. 

Resolved  that  the  several  members  who  are  now  present  that  did 
not  attend  on  the  first  day  of  the  present  Session  be  and  they  are  hereby 
excused  from  being  fined  for  non  attendance. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  arrange  the  business  of  the  present 
Session  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — 

"/^•^ — The  passing  an  Act  for  quieting  Antient  [Ancient]  Settlers  in 
their  possessions. 

2diy — "YYiQ  appointment  of  a  Board  of  War  and  giving  them  powers  and 
directions  in  what  manner  the  men  shall  be  raised,  either  by  inlistment 
or  otherwise,  and  what  their  wages  shall  be  in  case  they  find  it  necessary 
to  Raise  men. 

jdiy — Passing  an  Act  for  obliging  the  Select  Men  to  make  up  the  State 
tax  Bills  and  deliver  them  to  the  Constables  within  a  limited  time, 
^thiy — "YY^Q  Providing  a  Way  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  due  from 
the  persons  whose  estates  have  been  Confiscated  and  sold  for  the  benefit 
of  the  State. 

jthiy — 'pj^g  making  some  further  supply  for  the  Treasury — And  deter- 
mining whether  State  notes  and  due  Bills  shall  be  upon  Interest  from 
the  date  until  paid. 

^thiy — Passing  an  Act  for  the  preventing  people  from  carrying  on  a 
trade  with  the  British  or  Canadians  on  Lake  Champlain. 
^thiy — Yhe  passing  An  Act  in  addition  to  and  alteration  of  the  Act 
passed  last  Session  Regulating  Proprietors  Meetings. 

I.     For  the  text  of  these  resolutions,  proposals  of  amendment  thereto  and  votes  there- 
on, see  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  pp.  248-250. 
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^thiy — Making  some  further  Regulations  with  regard  to  preambulating 
[reexamining]  town  lines. 

pthiy — "Yhe  taking  in  consideration  the  measures  necessary  to  be  taken 
with  regard  to  the  disaffected  inhabitants  of  Guilford  and  its  vicinity. 

Jos.    BowKER    for    Com'^^^' 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  in  its  place. 

A  petition  signed  by  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Clarendon — And  a  petition  signed  by  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
Danby — And  a  petition  signed  by  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Man- 
chester.— And  a  petition  signed  by  a  Committee  of  the  town  of  Castleton 
and  a  petition  signed  by  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Whiting  were 
severally  Read,  praying  for  a  title  or  confirmation  of  their  lands  and 
possessions — and  Ordered  to  lye  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  appointed  the  17'^  Ocf  last  to  Repair  to  Pownall 
upon  the  petition  of  Bostion  Deal  and  others  brought  in  the  following 
Report  viz. 

"That  the  Proprietors  of  said  Pownall  were  legally  cited,  and  ap- 
peared at  the  House  of  William  Brown  in  Pownall  the  3'*  Inst,  by  a  Com- 
mittee. 

"The  Proprietors  Committee  being  called  upon  to  shew  cause,  if 
any  they  had,  why  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  should  not  be  granted — 
delivered  their  reasons  in  writing  as  in  paper  marked  N°  I. — 

"The  petitioners  and  Proprietors  being  called  upon  to  produce 
their  evidence  exhibited  the  evidence  as  in  paper  marked  N°  2 — All 
which  is  humbly  submitted  by 

Nath'  Brush  1 

Sam'  Safford  >  Com^**". 

Pownall  Feby  ^^^  1783-  Bigelow  Lawrence      J 

The  aforesaid  Report  with  the  papers  therein  mentioned  were 
Read  &  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  afternoon. 

2  oClock  P.  M. 

On  motion  made, 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  seven  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  several  petitions 
exhibited  in  the  forenoon  praying  for  a  confirmation  of  their  title  to 
Lands  &c.  and  prepare  a  Bill  for  quieting  Antient  Settlers  in  their 
possessions  &c.  agreeable  to  the  i^^  Article  in  the  arrangement  and 
make  Report — The  members  chosen  M''  [William]  Ward  IVP  [John] 
Strong,  M"'  [Nathaniel]  Chipman,  M""  [Matthew]  Lyon,  M""  [Benjamin] 
Wait,  M^  Abel  Curtis  and  M-"  [Elihu]  Smith. 

Resolved  that  this  House  do  judge  it  necessary  that  a  number  of  men 
be  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  the  ensuing  Campaign. 


Tuesday,  February  i8,  1783  159 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  seven  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  determine  what  Number  of  men  will  be  neces- 
sary to  be  raised  for  the  ensuing  Campaign — And  how  the  same  shall  be 
raised  and  paid  &c.  and  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M''  [Ben- 
jamin] Wait,  M""  E.  Robinson,  M""  [Bigelow]  Lawrence  M""  [Roger] 
Enos,  M""  [Nehemiah]  Lovewell,  M''  [Isaac]  Tichenor  &  M''  [Thomas] 
Murdock. 

On  motion  made  by  M""  Abel  Curtis, 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  draught  a  declaration  purporting  our  attach- 
ment to  the  Rights  of  the  United  States  in  their  exertions  against  the 
common  Enemy — And  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M*"  Abel 
Curtis,  M^  Elijah  Robinson  M''  [Nathaniel]  Chipman  and  M-"  [Mat- 
thew] Lyon. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  9  °Clock. 

TUESDAY  Feby  iS'*"  1783. 

A  memorial  signed  by  Abigal  Baldwin  was  Read  and  Ordered  that 
a  Bill  be  brought  in  giving  liberty  until  the  first  of  June  next  to  collect 
the  money  mentioned  in  said  memorial. 

Ordered  that  the  i^'  clause  of  the  2^  Article'  in  the  arrangement  be 
refered  until  the  opening  of  the  House  in  the  afternoon  for  further  con- 
sideration. 

Ordered  that  M"'  [Matthew]  Lyon  be  requested  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
agreeable  to  the  3*^  article^  in  the  arrangement. 

Ordered  that  the  4"^  Article^  in  the  arrangement  be  refered  until 
to  morrow  morning,  and  that  the  Committee  appointed  last  Session 
to  prepare  a  Bill  for  the  payment  of  debts  due  from  Confiscated  Estates 
be  called  upon  for  their  Report. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  last  clause  of  the 
5*^^  Article-*  in  the  arrangement — and  prepare  a  Bill  and  make  Report — 
The  members  chosen  M""  [John]  Strong,  M''  [Roger]  Enos,  M""  [Thomas] 
Murdock,  M""  Abel  Curtis  and  M''  [Samuel]  Mattucks. 

Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  afternoon 

2  -Clock  P.  M. 

The  House  took  under  consideration  the  appointment  of  a  Board 
of  War — And  on  motion  made, 

Resolved  that  this  House  will  at  this  time  proceed  to  choose  seven 
person  for  a  Board  of  War — 


1.  This  clause  refers  to  the  election  of  the  Board  of  War. 

2.  This  article  refers  to  making  up  and  delivering  State  tax  bills. 

3.  This  article  refers  to  debts  due  from  the  original  owners  of  confiscated  estates. 

4.  This    clause    relates  to  the  payment  of  interest  on  State  notes  and  due  bills. 
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The  ballots  being  taken, 
Gen'  Roger  Enos 
Col°  John  Strong 
Gen' Sam' Safford 
Col°  Elijah  Robinson 
Col°  Timothy  Brownson 
Col°    Benjamin    Wait 
Col°  Moses  Robinson  were  Elected. 

A  petition  signed  Elias  Stevens  which  was  Refered  from  the  last 
Session,  with  an  order  that  the  adverse  party  be  served  with  a  copy  of 
said  petition  &c.  was  Read  together  with  the  citation — andRufus  Rude 
being  thrice  called  to  shew  cause  if  any  he  had  why  the  prayer  of  said 
petition  should  not  be  granted — he  not  appearing — Resolved  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted  and  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accord- 
ingly. 

A  deposition  of  Oliver  Lovewell  Esq''  sworn  the  i8"^  Feb^  1783 
before  Simon  Stevens  Justice  peace — declaring  that  he  never  had  made 
any  deposition  before  Charles  Phelps  &c. — was  Read — 

Ordered  that  A/P  [Matthew]  Lyon  be  Requested  to  notify  the  Audi- 
tors of  accounts  that  this  House  will  hear  their  Report  tomorrow  morn- 
ing. 

A  petition  signed  John  Alger  was  Read  and  Refered  to  a  Committee 
of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council  to  take  the  same  under 
consideration  and  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M""  [Joshua] 
Hazen,  M'  [Noah]  Sabin  and  M^  Eben^  Curtis. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  6"^  Article'  of  the 
arrangemen'L — And  prepare  a  Bill  and  make  Report — The  members 
chosen  M"'  [Matthew]  Lyon,  M''  Abel  Curtis  and  M''  [Thomas]  Rowlee 
[Rowley]. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  to  take  under  consideration  the  9'^''  Article^  in  the  arrangement — 
And  make  Report — The  members  [chosen]  M"^  [Samuel]  Mattucks,  M'' 
Eb.  Curtis  M^  [John]  Benjamin,  M^  [Ebenezer]  Drury  &  M^  [Beriah] 
Loomis. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  under 
consideration  the  J^^  Article^  in  the  arrangement  and  make  Report — 
The  members  chosen  M''  [Matthew]  Lyon,  M''  [Gideon]  Ormsby  and 
M^  [Arad]  Hunt. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  9  "Clock. 


1.  This  article  relates  to  the  prevention  of  trade  with  British  and  Canadians  on  Lake 
Champlain. 

2.  This  article  relates  to  the  disaffection  in  Guilford  and  vicinity  and  measures 
necessary  to  deal  therewith. 

3.  This  article  relates  to  a  possible  amendment  of  the  act  regulating  proprietors' 
meetings. 
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WEDNESDAY  Feby  19'^  1783. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  informed  this  House  that  in  making 
out  the  Charter  of  the  township  of  Brookfield  one 

Woodbury  an  actuall  settler  in  said  township  was  left  out  of  the 
Charter  through  mistake  and  Requested  that  this  House  would  give  him 
some  directions  respecting  the  matter — ^The  question  being  put, 

Whether  this  House  would  take  the  same  under  consideration  at 
this  time?     It  passed  in  the  Negative. 

Resolved  that  the  Committee  appointed  to  take  under  consideration 
the  last  clause  of  the  5"^  Article'  in  the  arrangement — take  under  con- 
sideration the  situation  of  the  Treasury  and  Report  their  opinion  what 
measures  ought  to  be  taken  to  settle  with  the  Treasurer  in  future — And 
that  they  request  the  assistance  of  the  Treasurer  in  the  premises — And 
that  two  persons  be  added  to  said  Committee  and  that  said  Committee 
make  Report — The  members  added  M*"  [Isaac]  Tichenor  and  M""  [Na- 
thaniel] Chipman. 

A  petition  signed  Timothy  Lovewell  with  a  certificate  signed 
Sam'  Gilbert  Capt  and  Lemuel  Holmes  Capt.  were  Read — And  Re- 
solved that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted  &  that  a  Bill  be  brought 
in  accordingly. 

A  petition  signed  David  Hicks  was  Read  and  Refered  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make  Report — 
The  members  chosen  M'^  [Moody]  Freeman,  M''  [Jabez]  Cottle  and  M"" 
[Gideon]  Ormsby. 

A  petition  signed  Eliphalet  Spafford  was  read  and  the  prayer  thereof 
granted  &  ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

An  Act  Entitled  "An  Act  confirming  the  conveyance  of  a  Lot  of 
land  in  Weathersfield  to  Eliphalet  Spafford  given  by  David  Worster" 
was  Read  &  passed  the  House. 

A  petition  signed  Daniel  Whipple,  William  Whipple  and  Jemima 
Whipple  was  Read  &  Refered  to  a  Com'^^  of  three  to  join  a  Committee 
from  the  Council  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make  Report 
— The  members  chosen  M''  [Lucas]  Wilson,  M''  [Benjamin]  Butterfield 
and  M^  [Elihu]  Smith. 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon. 

2  °Clock  P.  M. 

A  petition  signed  Samuel  Campbell  and  Esther  Crippen  Admin- 
strators  on  the  Estate  of  Samuel  Crippen  deceased,  with  a  Certificate 
signed  by  the  Judge  of  Probate— were  Read — And  Ordered  that  the 
prayer  thereof  be  granted — And  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  impowering  the  Administrators  to  the 
Estate  of  Samuel  Crippen  to  sell  part  of  the  Real  estate  of  said  Crippen" 
was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 


I.     This  clause  relates  to  interest  on  State  notes  and  due  bills. 
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Whereas  It  appears  that  the  Listers  of  the  town  of  Arlington  have 
made  a  mistake  in  casting  the  sum  total  of  the  List  of  the  year  1782 
£230  biger  than  it  should  be — Therefore 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be  and  is  hereby  directed 
to  credit  the  said  town  of  Arlington  all  the  taxes  that  have  been  or  may 
be  made  out  on  said  two  hundred  and  thirty  pounds. 

A  petition  signed  Timothy  Church'  was  Read  and  refered  to  a 
Committee  of  five  to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council  to  take  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  report  their  opinion  Respecting  the  same  to 
this  House — The  members  chosen  M""  [John]  Benjamin  M"'  [Edward] 
Aikin,  M^  [Gideon]  Ormsby,  M""  [Calvin]  Parkhurst  and  M^  [Ebenezer] 
Murray. 

A  petition  signed  Robert  Loggan  was  Read — And  on  motion  made 
by  M''  Strong — 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  Bill  enabling  the  Select-Men  and 
Authority  of  the  several  towns  to  abate  a  certain  part  of  the  tax  laid 
upon  said  towns — And  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M''  [John] 
Strong,  M""  [Thomas]  Rowlee  [R.owley]  M^[John]  Norton,  M""  [Daniel] 
Gilbert  and  M^  [Elihu]  Smith. 

M''  [Matthew]  Lyon  agreeable  to  order  brought  in  an  Act  entitled 
"An  Act  directing  Constables  to  make  out  Rate  Bills  which  v/as  Read 
&  dismissed. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  allowing  the  return  of  Timothy  Lovewell 
to  this  State"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

A  petition  signed  David  Goff  was  Read. 

A  petition  signed  George  Hubbard  Samuel  Cobb,  &  William  Lock- 
wood  Com*^*^  of  Springfield  was  Read  and  the  prayer  thereof  granted — & 
ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

A  petition  signed  Abel  Davis  and  another  signed  Jonathan  Elkeens 
[Elkins]  Jun""  were  Read  and  Refered  to  a  Committee  of  three  to  take 
the  same  under  consideration  and  make  Report — The  members  chosen 
M''  [Calvin]  Parkhurst,  M-"  White"  and  M""  [Ebenezer]  Drury. 

A  petition  signed  Beriah  Loomis  Administrator  to  the  Estate  of 
John  Closson  was  Read  and  the  prayer  there  of  granted  and  Ordered  that 
a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

A  petition  signed  Joseph  Horsford  was  Read  and  dismissed. 

The  hon^'*^  Ira  Allen  Esq'^  Treasurer  desired  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  in  explanation  of  an  Act  entitled  "An  Act  in  alteration  of  an  Act 
entitled  An  Act  for  the  purpose  of  Raising  three  hundred  able  bodied 
effective  men  &c. — Ordered  that  leave  be  given  for  that  purpose. 

1.  Col.  Timothy  Church  of  Brattleboro  was  a  leader  of  the  New  York  party  in  south- 
ern Vermont  and  was  commissioned  by  Governor  Clinton  as  Lieutenant  Colonel  command- 
ing a  battalion  of  six  companies  in  Cumberland  County.  He  was  arrested  by  Ethan 
Allen,  convicted  of  treason,  banished  from  the  State  and  his  property  confiscated.  See 
Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  p.  268. 

2.  The  name  White  does  not  appear  on  the  membership  roll  of  the  session  nor  in 
Comstock's  revision  of  Deming's  Vermont  Officers  as  a  member  of  the  Assembly  in  17S2, 
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Adjourned  until  tomorrow  morning  9  °Clock. 
THURSDAY  Feb y  20' >^  1783. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petitions  of  Abel  Davis 
and  Jonathan  Elkeens  [Elkins]  Jun""  brought  in  their  Report  in  the  words 
following  viz — ^"That  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee  that  as  there  is 
no  general  rule  to  help  the  suffering  inhabitants  of  this  State  therefore 
said  petitions  ought  to  be  dismissed — Eben''  Drury  for  the  Com'^^". 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  said  petitions 
dismissed  accordingly. 

The  Council  sent  back  the  Act  entitled  "An  Act  allowing  the  Return 
of  Timothy  Lovewell^  to  this  State"  with  two  proposals  of  amendment — 
The  question  being  put  Whether  this  House  v/ould  agree  to  the  first 
proposal  of  amendment? — It  passed  in  the  affirmative — The  question 
being  put  whether  they  would  agree  to  the  second  proposal  of  amend- 
ment— It  passed  in  the  Negative. 

On  motion  made  by  M''  [Roger]  Enos — 

Resolved  that  the  several  appointments  of  Committees  be  read  after 
they  are  draughted  before  they  are  given  to  the  Committees. 

A  petition  signed  Peter  Olcott  in  behalf  of  the  Proprietors  of  the 
town  of  Brookfield — was  Read  and  the  prayer  thereof  granted  And  Or- 
dered that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  David  Hicks 
brought  in  the  following  Report  viz. 

"That  it  does  appear  to  your  Committee  that  the  said  David 
Hicks  was  a  prisoner  six  months  and  half  after  the  time  of  his  inlistment 
was  out  and  that  he  was  stripped  of  his  accoutrements  as  is  set  forth 
in  his  petition — therefore  we  are  of  opinion  that  said  Hicks  have  40 /p'' 
month  for  6^  months  and  three  pounds  for  his  accoutrements. 

Moody  Freeman  for  Com*^^^". 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that 
a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

A  Letter  signed  Asa  Baldwin  dated  15**'  Decern''  1782  and  directed 
To  Capt.  Thomas  Bull  was  Read  and  on  motion  made  by  M""  Bull — 

Resolved  that  Asa  Baldwin^  be  and  is  hereby  allowed  liberty  to 
return  into  this  State  and  enjoy  the  priviledges  of  the  same. 

On  motion  made 

Resolved  that  the  second  Wednesday  of  April  next  be  and  is  hereby 


1.  Timothy  Lovewell,  or  Lovell,  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  Rockingham  and 
became  one  of  its  wealthiest  citizens.  He  was  a  prominent  Tory  and  his  farm  at  the 
mouth  of  Williams  River  long  was  known  as  "the  Tory  Farm."  The  Vermont  Legisla- 
ture, on  Feb.  26,  1779,  declared  him  an  outlaw.  See  Hayes'  History  of  Rockingham,  pp. 
703-704. 

2.  Asa  Baldwin,  the  first  Town  Clerk  of  Dorset,  was  a  friend  of  the  British  cause. 
See  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  i,  p.  146. 
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Recommended  to  be  set  apart  and  observed  as  a  day  of  Public  fasting 
and  prayer  throughout  this  State,  and  his  Excellency  the  Governor  is 
hereby  Requested  to  issue  his  proclamation  accordingly. 

A  petition  signed  John  Simonds  Jun""  and  Moses  Warner  Select 
men  of  Andover  was  Read  &  thereupon 

Resolved  that  the  town  of  Andover  be  and  is  hereby  Relinquished 
seven  pounds  on  the  tax  laid  for  collecting  three  pounds  per  month  for 
the  soldiers  raised  agreeable  to  an  Act  passed  Ocf  21^'  1782  entitled 
An  Act  in  alteration  of  an  Act  entitled  An  Act  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  three  hundred  able  bodied  effective  men  for  the  ensuing  cam- 
paign and  for  Repealing  apart  thereof. — And  the  Treasurer  is  hereby 
directed   to  govern  himself  accordingly. 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon. 

2  °Clock  P.  M. 

The  Treasurer  agreeable  to  order  brought  in  an  Act  in  explanation 
and  amendment  of  an  Act  entitled  An  Act  for  raising  300  men  &c.  which 
was  Read  and  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petition  signed  Alexander  Sym  &c.  in  behalf  of  the  town  of  Rye- 
gate — One  signed  Stephen  Rider  &  Alexander  Thomson  Select  men  of 
Barnet — and  one  other  signed  Jon"  Elkeens,  [Elkins]  Moses  Bayley 
&  John  Searl  Select  Men  of  Peacham — were  Read  &  Refered  to  a  Com'^' 
of  three  to  Join  a  Committee  from  the  Council  to  take  the  same  under 
consideration  and  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M""  [Arad]  Hunt, 
M"'  [Matthew]  Lyon  and  M''  [Elias]  Olcott. 

A  petition  signed  Nathaniel  Martin  was  Read  and  refered  to  a 
Committee  of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration  and  make 
Report — The  members  chosen  M"'  [Benjamin]  Wait,  A-l''  [Elijah]  Bee- 
man  &  M^  E.  Smith. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Assembly  that  David  Hicks  of  Brums- 
wick  while  a  soldier  and  in  actual  service  in  this  State  was  captivated  and 
carried  into  Canada  and  there  kept  for  the  space  of  six  months  and  half 
after  the  term  of  his  inlistment  had  expired,  and  that  the  Enemy  plun- 
dered him  of  his  arms  and  accoutrements,  And  that  it  is  Reasonable 
that  he  be  paid  for  the  whole  time  he  was  a  prisoner  and  for  the  articles 
he  lost  when  taken  by  the  Enemy;  Therefore 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  to  the 
said  David  Hicks  forty  shillings  per  month  for  the  term  aforesaid  and 
three  pounds  for  his  arms  and  accoutrements  taken  from  him  by  the 
enemy  being  in  all  the  sum  of  £16.     Lawful  money. 

A  petition  signed  Abisha  Moseley  and  William  Hooker  Select 
men  of  Poultney  v/as  Read  and  dismissed. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Timothy 
Church  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — 

"That  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
be  granted  on  Condition  the  petitioner  pay  the  cost  of  prosecution — 
S.  Safford  for  Com'^^". 
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The  above  Report  was  Read  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in 
accordingly. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  9""  Article' in  the  arrange- 
ment brought  in  their  Report  in  the  words  following  viz — "That  in  the 
opinion  of  your  Committee  the  Laws  of  this  State  already  passed  are 
sufficient,  and  that  the  executive  Authority  put  the  same  in  execution  as 
they  shall  think  proper. 

Sam'    Safford  for  Com'^^". 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  &  approved. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  7"^  article^  in  the  arrange- 
ment brought  in  An, 

Act  entitled  "An  Act  in  addition  to  and  alteration  of  the  Act 
directing  proprietors  meetings,"  which  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

A  petition  signed  Ebenezer  Drury  and  Desire  Strong  Adminis- 
trators to  the  Estate  of  Capt.  Elisha  Strong  deceased,  with  a  Certificate 
from  the  Judge  of  Probate  was  Read,  and  the  prayer  of  said  petition 
granted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  impowering  the  Administrators  to  the 
Estate  of  Capt.  Elisha  Strong  to  sell  part  of  the  real  estate  of  said 
Strong"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  Nath'  Martin 
brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — 

"That  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  Committee  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  be  granted.     B.  Wait  for  Com'^^". 

The  aforesaid  petition  with  the  Report  was  Read  &  Ordered  that  a 
Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  John  Alger 
brought  in  their  Report  which  was  Read  and  the  question  being  put 
whether  said  Report  should  be  accepted — It  passed  in  the  Negative,  and 
said  petition  was  dismissed. 

The  Council  Returned  the  "Act  impowering  the  Administrators  to 
the  Estate  of  Capt.  Elisha  Strong  to  sell  part  of  the  Real  Estate  of  said 
Strong"  with  the  following  proposals  of  amendment — viz  ^^  Taking  the 
direction  of  the  ^'  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  district  of  Rutland  therein" — 
which  proposal  of  amendment  was  Read  and  agreed  to  and  Ordered 
that  the  same  be  annexed  to  the  said  Act. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  9  °Clock. 

FRIDAY  Feb^  21^'  1783. 

A  petition  signed  by  Hannah  Smith  was  Read  and  the  prayer  thereof 
granted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 


1.  This  article  relates  to  measures  necessary  to  be  taken  with  the  disaflFected  inhabit- 
ants of  Guilford  and  vicinity. 

2.  The  seventh  article  relates  to  possible  amendments  of  the  act  relating  to  pro- 
prietors' meetings. 
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A  petition  signed  John  Barrett  Oliver  Lovewell  and  a  number  of 
others  praying  for  leave  to  build  bridges  over  Williams  River  and  Black 
River  by  money  raised  by  a  lottery'  &c.  was  Read  and  the  prayer  thereof 
granted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly — and 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  scheme 
of  said  Lottery,  and  lay  the  same  before  this  House — ^The  members 
chosen  M""  [Roger]  Enos,  M""  [Nathaniel]  Chipman  and  M""  Jacob. ^ 

A  petition  signed  Nathan  Woodbury  was  Read  and  refered  to  a 
Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council  to  take  the 
same  under  consideration  state  facts  and  make  Report — The  members 
chosen  M""  [Thomas]  Murdock,  M^  [William]  Ward  &  M^  [Calvin] 
Parkhurst. 

Whereas  it  is  Represented  to  this  Assembly  that  Nathaniel  Martin 
of  Moortov/n  while  a  soldier  in  Capt.  Nehemiah  Lovewells  Comp^  and 
Col°  Waits  Battallion  was  Captivated  and  carried  into  Canada  and  there 
kept  for  the  space  of  six  months  after  the  term  of  his  enlistment  was 
expired,  and  that  the  Enemy  plundered  him  of  his  arms,  accoutrements 
and  part  of  his  necessary  wearing  apparel,  and  that  it  is  Reasonable 
that  he  be  paid  for  the  whole  time  he  was  in  service  as  a  prisoner — And 
for  the  articles  he  lost  by  the  Enemy,  Therefore 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  to  the 
said  Nath'  Martin  40/  p''  month  for  the  term  of  six  months  and  eight 
pounds  for  the  articles  he  had  taken  from  [him]  by  the  Enemy  when  he 
was  taken  as  aforesaid  being  in  the  whole  twenty  pounds  Lawful  money. 

Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  afternoon. 

2  °Clock  P.  M. 

A  petition  signed  Oliver  Williams  and  Isaac  Hosington  [Hoisington] 
Administrators  to  the  estate  of  Jacob  Hosington  [Hoisington]  deceased 
was  Read  and  refered  to  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from 
the  Council  to  take  the  same  under  consideration,  state  facts,  and  make 
Report — The  members  chosen  M""  [Samuel]  Mattucks,  M''  E.  Curtis 
and  M-"  [Jabez]  Cottle. 

A  petition  signed  Aaron  Hutchinson  with  the  following  order  of 
Council  viz — 

"In  Council  Windsor  Feb>'  21^'  1783 — 
The  Council  having  attended  to  the  tenor  of  the 
above  petition,  are  of  Opinion  that  the  prayer  thereof 
ought  to  be  granted  so  far  as  that  the  petitioner  be 
exempted  from  paying  taxes  during  such  time  as  he 
makes  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  in  this  state  his 


1.  For  references  to  and  notes  on  lotteries,  see  Vermont  State  Papers,  vol.  3,  Part  i 
(Journals  of  the  General  Assembly),  pp.  12,  40,  55,  62,  63,  64,  92,  121,  182,  187,  224,  235, 
265. 

2.  Stephen  Jacob  of  Windsor  was  a  member  of  the  Assembly  of  178 1  but  not  of  this 
body.     Occasionally  a  person  not  a  member  was  appointed  as  a  member  of  a  committee. 
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principal  study  and  employment"  were  Read,  There- 
fore 

Resolved  that  this  House  do  agree  with  the  afore- 
said opinion  of  Council. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  for  dividing  the  town  of  Springfield  into 
two  distinct  Ecclesiastical  societies"  was  read  and  passed  the  House. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  to  annex  the  town  of  Brookfield  to  the 
County  of  Orange"  was  Read  &  passed  the  House. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  entitled  An  Act  for 
the  regulation  and  establishment  of  town  lines"  was  Read  and  passed 
the  House. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  under 
consideration  the  situation  of  the  lines  of  the  several  towns  northward  of 
Norwich  and  state  facts  and  make  Report — of  their  opinion  respecting 
the  same,  and  that  they  take  the  advice  of  the  Surveyor  General — ^The 
members  chosen  M""  Abel  Curtis,  M""  [Isaac]  Tichenor  and  M"'  [Beriah] 
Loomis. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  granting  a  pardon  to  Timothy  Church" 
was  read  and  passed  the  House. 

A  petition  signed  Amos  Hail  [Hale]  was  Read  and  dismissed. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Daniel  Whipple, 
William  Whipple  and  Jemima  Whipple  brought  in  their  Report  which 
was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accord- 
ingly. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  several  petitions  of  the 
Select  Men  of  Barnet,  Ryegate  and  Peacham  brought  in  the  following 
Report  viz — 

"That  having  examined  into  the  matter  of  said  petition  do  find  the 
grievances  therein  complained  of  to  be  real  and  that  they  have  in  a 
great  measure  been  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  government — therefore 
they  give  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  arrears  of  taxes  of  the  inhabitants 
of  said  towns  be  relinquished  them  that  were  granted  before  the  Session 
of  Assembly  in  October  last,  except  the  Land  tax. 

Benj^  Emmons  for  Com'^«". 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a 
Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  9  "Clock. 


SATURDAY  Feb^  22^  1783. 

A  complaint  signed  Dudley  Hamilton  and  Ephraim  Andrus  Grand 
Jurors  of  Wallingford  against  Eber  Murray  a  Representative  of  Wal- 
lingford,  was  Read  and  said  Complaint  was  voted  out  of  doors. 

A  Bill  in  form  on  the  petition  of  Hannah  Smith  which  was  Ordered 
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to  be  brought  in  was  Read  and  after  some  debate  the  question  being  put 
whether  said  Bill  should  pass — It  passed  in  the  Negative. 

A  Bill  declaring  the  intentions  of  this  State  to  support  the  war  and 
our  attachment  to  the  American  Cause^  was  Read  and  Ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table  until  Monday  next  at  the  meeting  of  the  House  in  the 
afternoon. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  determining  what  number 
of  men  ought  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  this  State 
&c.  and  how  they  shall  be  Raised  and  paid,  brought  in  the  following 
Report — viz 

"That  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee  their  ought  to  be  raised 
for  the  ensuing  Campaign  live  hundred  men  exclusive  of  Commissioned 
officers,  and  that  the  same  be  properly  affixed  and  raised  and  paid  in  the 
same  way  and  manner  as  the  troops  was  ordered  to  be  raised  and  paid 
the  last  Campaign. 

"And  that  the  time  of  raising  said  men  and  the  term  which  they 
shall  be  raised  for,  be  Refered  to  such  Board  as  shall  be  thought  proper 
by  the  hon"^^^  General  Assembly" — Peter  Olcott  for  Com'^^. 

The  above  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill 
be  brought  in  accordingly. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  directing  the  payment  of  Interest  for 
monies  due"  was  Read  and  dismissed. 

A  petition  signed  Alexander  Parmele,  Colvin  Chapin  and  Joseph 
Thomson  Listers  of  Windsor  was  Read  and  refered  to  a  Committee  of 
three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration,  state  facts  and  make  Re- 
port— The  members  chosen  M"^  [Reuben]  Moulton,  M''  [Moody]  Free- 
man and  M"^  [Benjamin]  Butterfield. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  for  the  purpose  of  remiting  to  the  In- 
habitants of  Peacham,  Barnet  and  Ryegate  the  arrears  of  taxes  therein 
mentioned"  was   Read  and  passed  the  House. 

The  Hon'^'^  Moses  Robinson  and  John  Fassett  Esq"  were  ap- 
pointed by  Council  to  Return  the  Act  in  addition  to  and  alteration 
of  the  Act  directing  Proprietors  meetings — And  to  request  that  the  said 
Act  might  be  reconsidered — The  question  being  put  whether  said  Act 
should  be  reconsidered — It  passed  in  the  alfimative. 

A  petition  signed  Dudley  Chase  in  behalf  of  the  proprietors  of 
Rochester  was  Read  and  the  prayer  thereof  granted  and  Ordered  that  a 
Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

On  motion  made  by  M""  [John]  Strong — 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  take  under  consideration,  and  Report  their 
opinion  whether  the  Company  commanded  by  Lieut.  Ward  Bayley 
shall  be  considered  to  be  dismissed  agreeable  to  an  Act  passed  last 


I.  The  text  of  this  bill,  designed  to  correct  "sundry  false  reports,"  may  be  found  on 
pp. — ■ — of  the  Journals.  These  false  reports  probably  grew  out  of  the  Haldimand 
negotiations  with  Canada. 
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October  for  dismissing  the  troops  raised  last  Campaign  or  not — And 
also  to  take  under  consideration  the  account  of  Docf  White  for  Visits 
and  Medicines  for  said  Company — and  make  Report — The  members 
chosen  M^  [Gideon]  Ormsby  M^  [Samuel]  Mattucks  and  M^  [John] 
Benjamin. 

On  motion  made  by  M"^  Abel  Curtis 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  an  Act  entitled  an 
Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  directing  and  regulating  the  levying  and 
serving  Executions— And  make  such  amendments  and  alterations  as 
they  shall  judge  necessary  and  make  Report — The  members  chosen — 
M''  [Nathaniel]  Chipman,  M""  [Gideon]  Ormsby  and  M^  Abel  Curtis. 

On  motion  made  by  M''  [Edward]  Aikin 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  examine  the 
accounts  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  build  bridges  over  West-River 
in  Londonderry,  and  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M"'  [John] 
Simons  [Simonds],  M""  [Simon]  Stevens  and  M"^  [Arad]  Hunt. 

Ordered  that  M''  [John]  Strong  be  desired  to  wait  on  the  Governor 
and  Council  and  enquire  of  them  if  they  have  any  business  to  lay  be- 
fore the  House. 

Adjourned  until  Monday  next  at  10  °Clock  in  the  Morning. 

MONDAY  Feby  24''^  1783. 

Resolved  that  this  House  join  the  Governor  and  Council  in  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  at  2  "Clock  in  the  afternoon  to  take  under  con- 
sideration the  Bill  purporting  our  attachment  to  the  American  Cause. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Assembly  that  Christopher  Cary  while  a 
soldier  in  Capt.  Nelsons  Comp^  and  Col°  Waits  Battallion  in  the  year 
1 78 1  was  Captivated  and  carried  into  Canada  and  there  kept  for  the 
space  of  nine  months  after  his  drawing  pay  in  said  Company  and  that 
the  enemy  took  from  him  his  gun  and  accoutrements  And  that  it  is 
Reasonable  that  he  be  paid  for  the  whole  time  he  was  a  prisoner  and  for 
the  articles  he  lost  as  aforesaid — Therefore 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  to  the 
said  Christopher  Cary  40 /p''  month  for  the  term  of  nine  months  and 
£4-7-0  for  the  articles  he  had  taken  from  him  by  the  enemy  at  the  time 
he  was  taken  as  aforesaid  being  in  the  whole  twenty  two  pounds  seven 
shillings  Lawful  money. 

A  petition  signed  Nathan  Dealano  [Delano]  and  Lemuel  Carew 
which  was  refered  from  the  last  Session  was  Read  and  Refered  to  a 
Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council  to  take  the 
same  under  consideration,  state  facts  and  make  Report — The  members 
chosen  M""  Moses  Robinson',  M""  White^  and  M''  [John]  Benjamin. 


1.  Moses  Robinson  was  not  a  member  of  the  Assembly  but  was  a  member  of  the 
Gjuncil. 

2.  See  note  p.   162. 
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An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  impowering  the  Authority  and  Select  men 
of  the  several  towns  in  this  State  to  abate  a  certain  part  of  the  several 
State  and  County  taxes"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  for  lengthening  the  time  of  redemption 
of  three  lots  of  land  belonging  to  the  heirs  of  Thomas  French  deceased" 
was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  for  the  regulation 
and  establishment  of  town  lines"  was  Read  and  Ordered  to  be  annexed 
to  said  Act. 

A  petition  signed  by  the  Select  men  of  Putney  was  Read  and  dis- 
missed. 

Resolved  that  the  petition  of  Bostion  Deal  and  others  that  was  Re- 
fered  to  this  House  at  their  October  Session  in  Manchester  1782  be  con- 
tinued and  laid  over  to  the  next  October  Session  and  that  all  suits  that 
are  or  may  be  commenced  against  the  said  petitioners  for  the  lands 
petitioned  for  be  stayed  until  the  term  aforesaid  except  by  those  who 
claim  title  by  virtue  of  sale  or  sales  of  the  said  lands  sold  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  land  tax  of  ten  shilling  upon  the  hundred  acres. 

An  Act  entitled  An  Act  directing  the  Treasurer  to  issue  State 
Notes'  on  interest  for  debts  due  from  this  State"  was  Read  and  passed 
the  House. 

On  motion  made  by  Col°  Ira  Allen. ^ 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  under 
consideration  an  account  of  Col°  Allen  for  monies  he  delivered  in  the 
year  1777  and  state  facts  and  report  their  opinion  whether  the  same 
ought  to  be  put  upon  Interest  from  the  date  until  paid,  or  not — The 
members  chosen  M""  Elijah  Robinson,  M""  [Nathaniel]  Chipman  and  M^ 
Abel  Curtis. 

Adjourned  until  2  "Clock  afternoon. 

2  °Clock  P.  M. 

Resolved  that  if  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  the  Council  shall 
judge  it  necessary  to  call  the  Assembly  together  before  the  next  October 
Session  or  Gen'  Election  that  his  Excellency  order  them  to  meet  at 
Manchester. 

A  petition  signed  George  Foot  was  Read  and  Ordered  that  it  be  re- 
fered  to  the  Commissary  General  and  that  he  give  such  redress  to  the 
petitioner  as  the  equity  of  his  damages  requires. 

A  petition  signed  Asa  Kickcox  [probably  Asa  Hickok  of  Stamford] 
was  Read — 


1.  The  preamble  of  this  act  declares  that  the  necessity  for  its  passage  was  "that 
the  several  due  bills  and  orders  heretofore  issued  in  behalf  of  this  State  should  be  reduced 
to  one  channel,  the  better  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  the  outstanding  debts  of  the  same." 
The  text  of  the  act  may  be  found  in  Slade's  Vermont  State  Papers,  pp.  468-469. 

2.  At  that  time  Ira  Allen  was  not  a  member  of  the  Assembly  or  of  the  Council. 
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On  motion  made  by  M""  Wait, 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the  Fee  Bill,  and  make 
such  necessary  alterations  and  amendments  in  said  Bill  as  they  shall 
judge  best  and  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M""  [Samuel] 
Mattucks,  M^  [Nathaniel]  Chipman,  M--  E.  Smith  and  M^  [James] 
Gilchrist  and  M""  [John]  Strong — N.  B.  the  last  two  persons  added  to 
make  a  Committee  of  five. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  to  enable  the  Governor  and  Council  to 
pardon  certain  persons^  therein  described,"  was  Read  and  passed  the 
House. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day  the  Governor  and  Council  joined 
the  House  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  to  take  under  consideration  the 
Bill  purporting  our  attachment  to  the  American  Cause  &c. — After  some 
time  spent  therein  the  Committee  of  the  whole  adjourned,  and  the 
House  formed  and  proceeded  to  business. 

Adjourned  until  9  "Clock  tomorrow  morning. 

TUESDAY  Feb>-  25'^  1783. 

On  request  of  Col°  Wait, 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  an  account  of  Col° 
Wait^  for  Beef  Flour  and  monies  he  delivered  some  time  since  for  the 
use  of  this  State — and  that  they  state  facts  and  make  Report — The 
members  chosen — M""  [Matthew]  Lyon    M""  Elijah  Robinson. 

A  petition  signed  Ephraim  Doolittle  Jonathan  Grout,  Sylvanus 
How  and  Asa  Whitcomb  was  Read  and  refered  to  a  Committee  of  three 
to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council  to  take  the  same  under  con- 
sideration, state  facts  and  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M"" 
[Benjamin]  Wait,  M^  [Titus]  Watson  and  M^  [Arad]  Hunt. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  allowing  the  sale  of  part  of  the  real  estate 
of  John  Closson  late  of  Thetford  deceased"  was  Read  and  passed 
the  House. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  annexing  the  town  of  Rochester  to  the 
County  of  Windsor"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

Resolved  that  whenever  the  ballots  are  taking  for  Electing  any 
officer  by  this  Assembly  that  no  member  shall  offer  or  presume  to  offer 
any  written  vote  or  votes  to  any  person  or  persons,  having  a  Right  to 
vote,  for  any  person  or  persons  so  to  be  elected  on  penalty  of  being  ex- 
pelled this  House. 

A  petition  signed  John  Ashley  was  Read  and  refered  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration,  state  facts  and 


1.  This  act  refers  to  the  insurrection  in  Windham  County.     The   text  will  be  found 
n  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  p.  270. 

2.  See  report  of  committee,   p.   173. 
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make  Report — The  members   chosen  M''  Elijah  Robinson,  M''  [Ben- 
jamin] Wait  and  M''  [Nathaniel]  Chipman. 

Resolved  that  six  persons  be  Elected  at  this  time  as  Delegates  to 
Represent  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  the  year  en- 
suing if  necessary — The  ballots  being  taken — 

The  Hon*^'^  Moses  Robinson 

and  Jonas  Fay — Esquires 

Isaac  Tichenor  Esq"" 

The  hon^'^  Ira  Allen 

and — Paul  Spooner  Esq""  & 

Abel  Curtis  Esq"' were  Elected. 

A  petition  signed  Alex'd  Parmelee  and  60  others  praying  for  leave 
to  Raise  a  Company  of  Dragoons  &c.  was  Read  and  Refered  to  a  Com*^** 
of  three  to  join  a  Com*^^^  from  the  Council  to  take  the  same  under  con- 
sideration &  make  Report — The  members  chosen  M""  E.  Smith,  M"" 
[Roger]  Enos  &  M''  [Matthew]  Lyon. 

Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  afternoon. 

The  Governor  and  Council  Returned  the  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act 
entitled  An  Act  for  the  regulation  and  establishment  of  town  lines — with 
the  following  proposals  of  amendment  viz — ^"Fees  per  day  to  each 
chairman  five  shillings  to  each  man  pMay  for  marking  lines  three  shill- 
ings" Resolved  that  the  first  proposal  of  amendment  be  and  is  hereby 
agreed  to,  and  that  the  second  be  four  shillings  in  lieu  of  three  shillings, 
that  the  Secretary  alter  said  Act  accordingly. 

A  petition  signed  Jabez  Bingham  in  behalf  of  the  Proprietors  of 
Tunbridge  was  Read  and  refered  to  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a 
Committee  from  the  Council  to  take  the  same  under  consideration,  state 
facts,  and  make  Report  of  their  opinion — The  members  chosen  M"" 
[William]  Ward,  M''  [Samuel]  Mattucks  and  M'  [John]  Benjamin. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  whether  the  Company  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  Ward  Bayley  should  be  dismissed  agreeable  to  a 
Resolve  passed  last  October,  and  whether  an  ace'  of  Docf  White  against 
said  Lieut.  Bayley  should  be  paid  by  this  State — brought  in  their  Re- 
port in  the  following  words  viz — 

"That  they  have  examined  the  same  respectively  and  give  it  as 
their  opinion  that  Lieut.  Ward  Bayley  and  Company  be  paid  from  the 
time  of  their  enlistment  until  the  last  day  of  October  1782  and  no  longer 
— And  that  Docf  Whites  Bill  ought  not  to  be  allowed,  or,  paid  by  this 
State".  Peter  Olcott  for  Com'^^". 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  Roger  Williams 
and  Isaac  Hosington  [Hoisington]  administrators  to  the  Estate  of  Jacob 
Hosington  [Hoisington]  late  of  Woodstock  deceased  brought  in  their 
Report  which  was  Read — And  on  motion  made  that  the  same  should 
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not  pass  the  House?— It  passed  in  the  affirmative  and  said  petition  and 
Report  was  dismissed. 

A  petition  signed  Isaac  Hosington  [Hoisington]  and  Oliver  Williams 
administrators  on  the  estate  of  Joab  [Jacob]  Hoisington  late  of  Wood- 
stock deceased  with  a  Certificate  from  the  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Hartford  were  read  and  the  prayer  of  said  petition  granted  and 
Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  directing  how  persons  in  towns  which  are 
not  incorporated  may  be  licensed  to  keep  taverns"^  was  Read  and 
passed  the  House. 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  cast  the 
interest  on  the  sums  found  due  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  Col°  Seth 
Warners  Regiment  agreeable  to  the  Return  that  has  been  or  shall  be 
made  to  him  and  that  he  issue  due  Bills  or  state  notes  therefor,  and  that 
the  interest  be  computed  from  the  i^'  day  of  June  1781. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  Col°  Benj  * 
Waits  account  for  Beef,  Flour  and  monies  delivered  for  the  use  of  this 
State  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — 

"That  they  find  that  this  State  has  been  indebted  to  Col°  Wait 
£98-12-6  from  the  1^'  of  Ocf  1780  for  Cattle,  wheat,  cash  and  other 
necessaries  he  furnished  when  Commissary  which  your  Committee  are 
of  opinion  ought  to  have  been  on  interest  from  that  time — And  having 
considered  the  several  circumstances  of  the  matter  submit  the  following 
Resolution  viz — 

^''Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  unto  Col°  Benjamin 
Wait  £30  in  hard  money  on  account  of  the  debt  due  to  him  from  this 
State  allowing  him  interest  for  the  said  sum  of  £98-12-6  from  the  said 
first  day  of  Ocf  1780  until  paid — Sam'  Safford  for  Com'^^". 

The  aforesaid  Report  and  Resolution  was  Read  and  passed  the 
House. 

Resolved  that  the  debenture  of  the  present  Session  be  paid  in  hard 
Cash  and  in  case  the  Treasurer  has  not  sufficient  money  to  pay  it,  that 
he  give  orders  on  the  Collectors  for  the  ballance  due  on  said  Debenture 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  two  penny  tax — And  that  he  make  a  calculation 
and  divide  the  money  on  hand  equally  among  the  Counsellors  and 
members  of  Assembly. 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  unto 
Jacob  Stowal  six  shillings  and  eight  pence  for  coal  [charcoal]  he  fur- 
nished for  fires  during  the  present  Session. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  account  of  the  Committee 
appointed  to  build  bridges  over  West  River  in  Londonderry  brought  in 
the  following  Report  viz — 

"That  we  find  due  to  the  undertakers  of  said  Bridge  over  West- 
River   £19-16-6.     Simon   Stevens   for   Com*^^". 


I.     See  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  3,  Part  i    (Vermont  Assembly  Journals),  p. 
no,  tor  reference  to  granting  of  licenses  to  tavern  keepers. 
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The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  thereupon 

Resolved  that  the  Committee  appointed  to  sell  the  Lands  belonging 
to  this  State  in  Londonderry  be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  pay  unto 
the  Committee  appointed  to  build  bridges  over  West  River  in  said  town 
of  Londonderry  the  sum  of  £19-16-6  Lawful  money  for  building  one 
bridge  over  said  River. 

A  petition  signed  Eleazer  Rosbrooks  and  Reuben  How  Select  men 
of  Lunenburgh  was  Read  and  the  prayer  thereof  granted  &  Ordered 
that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

On  motion  made  by  M"'  [Jonathan]  Underwood. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  seven  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  Bill  for  the  better  Regulating  taxation 
throughout  this  State — And  if  they  cannot  make  Report  to  the  present 
Session  that  they  bring  in  a  Bill  the  next  Session — The  members  chosen 
M""  [Jonathan]  Underwood,  M''  [Jonathan]  Fassett,  M""  [Ebenezer] 
Drury  M''  [Beriah]  Loomis,  M""  Amos  Curtis,  M""  [Moody]  Freeman  and 
M^  [Edward]  Aikin. 

The  above  Resolution  laid  over  to  the  next  Session. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  the  Council  joined  the  House  in  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  agreeable  to  their  adjournment.  After  some 
time  spent  therein — they  made  the  following  Report — to  this  House, — 
viz — 

"In  Committee  of  the  whole,  consisting  of  the  Governor,  Council 
and  General  Assembly, — Feb^  24^'^  1783. 

"His  Excellency  the  Governor  in  the  Chair. 

"Docf  Roswell  Hopkins  Clerk. 

"On  motion  made, 

"The  Bill  purporting  our  attachment  to  the  American  cause  was 
twice  Read, — and  on  motion  made  by  [Lieutenant]  Governor  Spooner, 

^^  Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  redraught  the 
Bill  purporting  our  attachment  to  the  United  States  and  make  such 
necessary  alterations  and  amendments  as  they  shall  judge  best,  and 
make  Report — The  Committee  chosen  [Lieutenant]  Governor  [Paul] 
Spooner  Judge  [Jonas]  Fay,  Isaac  Tichenor  and  Abel  Curtis  Esq''^  and 
Col°  Ira  Allen. 

"A  copy  of  a  letter  signed  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor  dated 
Arlington  Nov''  14*''  1781,  directed  to  his  Excellency  General  Washing- 
ton', was  Read. 

''^Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
for  ranking  the  Judges  of  the  Superiour  Court  for  the  future — The 
members  M''  [Roger]  Enos,  M"^  [Isaac]  Tichenor  and  M""  [Samuel] 
S  afford. 

"Adjourned  until  2  °Clock  tomorrow  in  the  afternoon. 


I.     For  text  of  this  letter  see  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  pp.  350-353. 
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"Tuesday  Feby  25''^  1783  2  °Clock  P.  M. 

"M""  [Roger]  Enos,  M^  [Isaac]  Tichenor  and  M^  [Samuel]  Safford  a 
Committee  for  forming  a  Rule  to  determine  the  Rank  of  the  Judges  of 
the  Superiour  Court  brought  in  the  following  Report — viz — 

"That  after  the  present  year  the  assistant  Judges  of  the  Superiour 
Court  shall  take  Rank  by  the  date  of  former  Commissions  in  said  office" 

"The  question  being  put  whether  the  Committee  would  agree  to 
the  same — It  passed  in  the  affimative. 

"[Lieutenant]  Governor  Spooner,  Judge  [Jonas]  Fay,  M""  [Isaac] 
Tichenor,  M''  [Abel]  Curtis  and  M''  [Ira]  Allen  brought  in  the  following 
as  a  Bill  which  they  had  Redraughted  and  amended  purporting  our 
attachment   to   the   American   cause — viz — 

"Whereas  it  is  represented  that  sundry  false  Reports  have  been 
industriously  circulated  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  Independent 
States  of  America,  tending  to  excite  Jealousies  and  distrust  and  thereby 
lessen  their  friendship  and  esteem  towards  the  Citizens  of  this  State: — 

"On  motion  made  in  a  Committee  of  both  Houses  The  following 
Resolutions  were  proposed  and  agreed  to, — viz — 

'^Resolved  that  the  Citizens  of  this  State,  have  from  their  first  form- 
ing government  uniformly  shewn  in  a  public  manner  their  attachment 
to  the  common  cause  and  desire  of  being  connected  in  a  federal  union 
with  the  United  States  as  may  appear  by  their  Resolutions  and  other 
public  transactions. 

^''Resolved  that  neither  the  Executive,  or  Legislative  Authority  of 
this  State  have  ever  entered  into  any  negociations.  Truce,  or  combina- 
tion with  the  enemies  of  this  and  the  United  States,  except  that  only 
of  an  Exchange  of  Prisoners,  and  they  are  still  determined  at  the  Risque 
of  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  continue  their  oppositions  to  any  attempts 
made,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  made  to  infringe,  or  abridge  the  Rights 
to  the  freedom  and  Independance  of  this  and  the  United  States;  nor  is 
there  a  disposition  existing  in  this  Committee,  from  their  confidence  in 
the  good  intentions  of  the  United  States  to  afford  their  aid,  to  propose 
or  consent  to  any  terms  of  peace  or  otherwise  derogatory  to  or  incon- 
sistent with  the  Rights,  Liberties  or  [ndepence  of  this  or  the  United 
States  of  America  " — 

"The  Committee  then  dissolved,  attest  Ros'  Hopkins  Clerk." 

The  aforesaid  Resolutions  with  the  Report  Ranking  the  Judges  of 
the  Superiour  Court  were  Read  &  Agreed  to. 

Adjourned  until  to  morrow  morning  9  °Clock, 


WEDNESDAY  Feb"  26*'^  1783. 

Some  amendments  to  the  fee  Bill  was  read  and  agreed  to,  and  en- 
tered on  said  Bill. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  Congress  as  an 
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answer  to  their  Resolutions  of  the  5^^  of  December  last',  brought  in  the 
following — viz 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  of  Congress. 

Sir,  We,  the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  request  your  Excellency 
to  communicate  to  Congress  the  following  determinations  of  the  freemen 
of  this  State,  in  answer  to  the  Requisition  of  Congress,  of  the  5*''  of 
December  last. 

"We  beg  leave  to  observe  that  Congress,  in  and  by  their  Resolu- 
tions of  the  7^^  and  21^'  of  August,  1781,  did  virtually  acknowledge  the 
right  and  engage  to  Recognize  the  Independence  of  this  State,  on  com- 
pliance with  a  certain  preliminary  condition,  therein  contained;  which 
preliminary  condition  has  been,  in  the  most  full  and  ample  manner, 
complied  with  by  this  State,  as  appears  from  the  Journals  of  this  House, 
and  the  Report  of  a  Committee  of  Congress^ — In  this  situation,  conscious 
of  our  Right,  and  seeing  such  Right  virtually  acknowledged  by  Congress, 
we  had  no  apprehension  of  our  becoming  obnoxious,  by  an  exercise  of 
that  Right  over  those,  who,  by  an  oath  of  allegiance  and  otherwise,  were 
the  liege  subjects  of  this  State,  and  had,  in  a  flagrant  manner,  violated 
its  laws  and  disturbed  the  peace  of  government;  and  however  this  Legis- 
lature may  be  disposed  to  extend  mercy  to  delinquents,  on  proper 
application,  yet,  that  mercy  must  be  free  and  at  our  own  Election 

All  and  every  Act  of  Congress  which  interfere  with  the  internal 
government  of  this  State,  and  tend  to  prevent  a  general  exercise  of  our 
Laws,  areunjustificable  in  their  nature,  and  repugnant  to  every  idea  of 
freedom.  It  presupposes  this  State  dependent  on  Congress,  not  only  for 
the  enjoyment  of  their  Independent  Right  of  Jurisdiction,  but  for  the 
Right  itself; — whereas,  the  fact  is,  if  we  have  any  Right  to  be  an  Inde- 
pendent Jurisdiction,  such  Right  is,  and  must  be,  derived  from  Associa- 
tion, and  the  Civil  compact  of  the  peoples^ — We  conceive  the  several 
States  in  the  Union  do  not  owe  to  Congress  their  Right  of  existing  inde- 
pendent of  their  neighbours;  but  that  each  State  was  formed  by  the 
association  and  civil  compact  of  its  inhabitants.  Through  this  medium 
they  derive  their  separate  Rights  to  Jurisdiction,  and  Congress  the 
different  powers  they  are  vested  with;  and  have,  of  course,  neither  the 
power  or  Right  to  make,  or  unmake,  States,  within,  or  without,  the 
Union,  or  to  controul  their  internal  police,  without  a  power  delegated  to 
them  for  the  purpose.     Admitting  the  Propriety  of  this  Reasoning,  and 


I.  The  resolution  of  Congress  to  which  reference  is  made  was  intended  as  a  threat 
to  discipline  Vermont  for  putting  down  the  insurrection  in  Windham  County  raised  by- 
friends  of  the  New  York  government.  The  text  of  the  resolution  will  be  found  in  Governor 
and  Council,  vol.  3,  p.  249.  Vermont  was  ready  to  join  the  Federal  Union  but  there  was 
no  urgent  need  for  taking  such  a  step.  Preliminary  articles  of  peace  had  been  signed  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  the  dangers  of  war  no  longer  threatened. 
Vermont  was  free  from  the  burden  of  debt  which  pressed  heavily  upon  other  States.  New 
lands  and  low  taxes  were  attracting  many  settlers.  The  boldness  of  the  tone  and  the  logic 
of  the  argument  make  this  address  to  Congress  a  notable  document.  The  deposition  of 
Oliver  Lovell  and  the  petition  of  Timothy  Church  may  be  found  in  Governor  and  Council, 
vol.  3.  pp.  275-276. 
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the  existance  of  a  Right  in  the  people  of  this  State  to  an  Independent 
Jurisdiction — which  is  explicitly  avowed  by  the  Resolutions  of  Congress 
of  the  21^'  of  August  1781 — is  not  the  Resolutions  of  the  5'''  of  December 
an  invasion  of  the  Rights  of  a  free  people? 

The  Citizens  of  this  State  have  ever  entertained  the  highest  opinion 
of  the  wisdom  and  integrity  of  Congress,  and  have  manifested  their 
confidence  in  that  body,  by  a  spirited  exertion  in  prosecution  of  every 
measure  against  the  common  Enemy,  at  the  Risque  of  life  and  fortune. 
We  still  are  Ready  to  comply  with  every  reasonable  Requisition  of  Con- 
gress; but  when  Congress  require  us  to  abrogate  our  Laws,  and  reverse 
the  solemn  decisions  of  our  Courts  of  Justice,  in  favour  of  insurgents 
and  disturbers  of  the  public  peace,  We  think  ourselves  justified  to  God 
and  the  World,  when  we  say  we  cannot  comply  with  such  their  Requisi- 
tions. The  Interests  of  the  United  States,  which,  with  a  view  to  Con- 
federation, we  have  made  our  own,  forbid  it.  It  would  be  licensing 
factious  subjects  to  oppose  Government,  with  impunity.  We  should 
become  the  Resort  of  insurgents  and  disturbers  of  government,  and, 
consequently,  every  measure  to  raise  Men  or  money  in  support  of  the 
Common  Cause,  would  be  weak  and  contemptible. 

We  are  conscious  of  doing  no  act,  in  derogation  to  the  dignity,  or  in 
contempt  of  the  Authority,  of  Congress,  or  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the 
Confederacy,  but  solely,  with  a  view  to  the  security  of  our  Just  Rights, 
and  the  internal  peace  and  tranquility  of  this  State. 

As  we  have,  from  the  commencement  of  the  War,  braved  every 
danger  and  hardship,  against  the  usurpations  of  Britain,  in  common 
with  the  United  States; — As  our  inherent  Right  of  sovereignity  and 
Jurisdiction  stands  confessed,  upon  the  principles  of  the  Revolution, 
and  implied  by  the  solemn  transactions  of  Congress,  we  cannot  but 
express  our  surprize  at  the  Reception  of  the  late  Resolutions  of  Congress 
of  the  5'^  of  December,  obtained  ex-parte,  and  at  the  special  instance  of 
an  infamous  person,  as  the  inclosed  evidence,  among  other  things,  will 
evince. 

And  as  we  have,  repeatedly,  solicited  a  Confederation  and  Union 
with  the  United  States  of  America,  so  now,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the 
Freemen  of  this  State,  we  renew  our  request,  and,  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  call  upon  Congress  to  execute,  on  their  part,  the  intent  and  spirit 
of  their  Resolution  of  the  21^'^  of  August,  1781. — 

The  aforesaid  Address  was  Read  and  Unanimously  agreed  to.  And 
Ordered  that  his  honor  the  Speaker  sign  the  same  in  behalf  of  this  House 
— And  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested  to  transmit  a 
copy  of  the  same  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  en- 
closing a  copy  of  the  deposition  of  Oliver  Lovewell  Esq''  and  the  petition 
of  Timothy  Church. 

A  petition  signed  Jonathan  Child  was  Read  and  Refered  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  three  to  take  the  same  under  consideration,  state  facts  and 
make  Report — The  members  chosen  M"'  [Lucas]  Wilson,  M""  [Gideon] 
Ormsby  and  M""  [Ebenezer]  Murray. 
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An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  confirming  a  number  of  lots  of  land  in  the 
town  of  Weathersfield  in  this  State  to  Daniel  Whipple  of  Brattle- 
boiough"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  for  confirming  the  proceedings  of  the 
town  of  Lunenburgh"  was  Read  &  passed  the  House. 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  give  orders  on  some  of 
the  Collectors  of  the  two  penny  tax  to  John  Fassett  Esq''  Capt.  Edward 
Aikin  and  Joshua  Webb  Esq"^  for  one  third  part  of  their  Debenture  of 
last  February  Session  in  case  they  have  not  received  pay  therefor — 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  Capt.  Nathan 
Dealano  [Delano]  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz 

"That  on  due  examination  we  find  by  the  best  evidence  we  can 
obtain  that  said  Dealano  hath  paid  the  sum  of  fifty  six  pounds  bounty 
to  Soldiers  raised  in  the  service  of  this  State  which  sum  by  an  Act  of 
this  State  he  hath  been  disenabled  to  collect  from  the  several  classes 
who  ought  to  have  paid  the  same.  Therefore  give  it  as  our  opinion 
that  the  prayer  of  said  petition  be  granted.     Jos.  Bowker  for  Com*"." 

The  above  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill 
be  brought  in  accordingly. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  the  Lister  of 
the  Town  of  Windsor  brought  in  the  following  Report — viz — "That  on 
examination  we  find  that  the  mistake  mentioned  in  the  petition  is  a 
matter  of  fact  Therefore  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  be  granted — Reuben  Moulton  for  Com'*^". 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a 
Bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  to  Repeal  an  Act  entitled  an  Act  to  compel 
the  more  punctual  attendance  of  the  members  of  the  General  Assembly" 
was  read  and  passed  the  House. 

A  petition  signed  Stephen  R.  Bradley  and  Nathan  Fisk  Select  men 
of  Westminster  was  read  and  the  prayer  thereof  granted  with  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  accordingly. 

A  petition  signed  Daniel  Taylor,  which  was  refered  from  the  last 
Oct^  Session,  was  Read  and  refered  to  a  Committee  of  three,  to  take  the 
same  under  consideration,  state  facts,  and  make  Report — The  members 
chosen  M'  [Noah]  Sabin,  M""  E.  Curtis  and  M''  [Lucas]  Wilson. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  constituting  a  troop  of  light  horse  in  the 
bounds  of  the  third  Regiment"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  authorizing  Proprietors  Clerks  to  Record 
deeds"  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  to 
Capt.  Nathan  Dealano  [Delano]  fifty  six  pounds  being  for  a  Bounty 
paid  by  said  Dealano  to  sundry  Soldiers  raised  for  the  service  of  this 
State. 

An  Act  impowering  the  Administrators  to  the  Estate  of  Joab 
Hoisington  to  sell  part  of  the  Real  estate  of  said  Hoisington"  was  Read 
and  passed  the  House. 
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Resolved  that  Lieutenant  Ward  Bayley'  be  allowed  pay  for  himself 
and  Company  from  the  time  they  were  raised  in  the  year  1782  until 
the  first  day  of  December  last,  And  that  the  Committee  of  Pay-Table 
adjust  his  pay  accordingly. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  abating  the  town  of  Westminster  part  of 
the  grand  list  of  said  town  as  Returned  to  this  Assembly  for  the  year 
1782 — "  was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  abating  the  town  of  Windsor  part  of  the 
grand  list  of  said  town  as  Returned  to  this  Assembly  for  the  year  1782" 
was  Read  and  passed  the  House. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  impowering  the  several  Brigadiers  General 
in  this  State  to  accept  the  Resignation  of  such  Military  ofBcer  or  officers 
within  their  respective  Brigades  as  may  regularly  apply  therefor"  was 
Read  and  passed  the  House. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  directing  the  Treasurer  to  settle  the  ac- 
counts and  receipts  that  he  has  in  his  office"  was  Read  and  passed  the 
House. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  refered  the  petition  of  Jonathan 
Child  brought  in  the  following  Report  viz — 

"That  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  Committee  that  the  same  be  refered 
to  the  next  Session  of  this  Assembly  and  that  the  said  Child  serve  Joseph 
Kimbel  with  a  copy  of  said  petition  and  the  Resolution  thereupon  and 
that  no  advantage  be  taken  by  the  said  Joseph  in  the  meantime  on  the 
judgment  mentioned  in  said  petition — all  which  is  humbly  submitted — 
Lucas  Willson  for  Com*^^". 

The  aforesaid  Report  was  Read  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be  brought 
in  accordingly. 

Resolved  that  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Child  be  and  is  hereby 
refered  to  the  next  Session  for  a  hearing  and  that  the  petitioner  serve 
the  said  Joseph  Kimbel  the  adverse  party  with  a  copy  of  said  petition 
and  this  Resolution  and  that  no  advantage  be  taken  by  said  Kimbal 
until  a  hearing  can  be  had  as  aforesaid. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  Ephraim 
Doolittle  &c.  brought  in  their  Report  which  was  Read  and  dismissed. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  Refered  the  petition  of  Jabez  Bingham 
Agent  in  behalf  of  Tunbridge  brought  in  their  Report  which  was  Read 
in  the  words  following — viz — 

"That  the  said  Township  of  Tunbridge  is  one  of  the  towns  on  which 
was  laid  the  Land  tax  of  ten  Shillings  to  every  hundred  Acres  and 
cometh  within  the  Lines  drawn  for  defence  against  the  Common  Enemy; 
and  it  is  the  Opinion  of  your  Committee  that  the  Proprietors  of  said 
Tunbridge  have  had  it  in  their  Power  and  ought  to  have  settled  said 
Township  long  before  the  Commencement  of  the  present  War,  by  which 
means  it  might  have  been  defended  against  the  Common  Enemy  as  well 


I.     Ward  Bayley  commanded  three  posts  at  Upper  Coos.  He  resided  first  at  Maid- 
Btone  and  afterward  at  Guildhall.     See  Goveror  and  Council,  vol.  2,  p.  124. 
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as  the  settled  towns  which  lie  near  the  said  Line  of  Defence,  the  In- 
habitants of  which  have  not  only  paid  said  tax,  but  have  by  their  Labor 
made  the  Land  in  said  Township  of  Tunbridge  more  valuable  than  it 
would  otherwise  have  been: — Therefore  it  is  our  opinion  that  said  Tax 

ought  not  to  be  relinquished  agreeable  to  the  said  Petition 

Sam''  Fletcher  for  the   Committee. " 

The  aforegoing  report  was  read  and  accepted.  And  Ordered  that 
the  said  Petition  be  dismissed. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  in  Addition  to  an  Act  entitled  an  Act 
regulating  Goals  [jails]  and  Goalers  "  [jailers]  was  read  and  passed  the 
House. 

A  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  Athens,  praying  an  Abatement  of 
their  Provision  tax,  was  read  and  the  Consideration  thereof  postponed 
until  the  next  October  Session. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of  Nathan  Wood- 
bury brought  in  their  report  which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  next 
Session  for  further  Consideration. 

A  Petition  signed  by  Nehemiah  Lovell  and  others  respecting  the 
Town  of  Randolph  was  read  and  the  Prayer  thereof  gi anted:  and 
ordered  that  a  Bill  in  form  be  brought  in  thereon  accordingly. 

Adjourned  'till  nine  oClock  tomorrow  Morning 

THURSDAY  Feb^y  27"^  1783. 

The  Debenture  of  the  General  Assembly  was  read  and  passed  the 
House — and  ordered  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to 
pay  the  same  to  the  several  persons  therein  named. 

Resolved  that  all  Trials  for  the  Title  of  Lands'  that  have  been 
possessed  by  virtue  of  any  Conveyance  for  more  than  the  term  of  five 
Years  before  the  passing  hereof,  be  suspended  until  the  rising  of  the  next 
Session  of  Assembly;  and  also  Executions  now  in  the  hands  of  any 
Officer  granted  on  such  Trial — except  where  the  Parties  agree  that  such 
Trial  may  go  on. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of  Daniel  Taylor 
praying  for  a  new  Trial  of  a  Cause  therein  mentioned,  brought  in  the 
following  report  viz'  "That  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  be  granted" 

Noah  Sabin  for  Com*=". 


I.  One  of  the  most  urgent  and  one  of  the  most  difficult  problems  that  demanded 
solution  at  the  hands  of  the  new  State  government  was  that  of  dispensing  justice  in  the 
matter  of  land  titles.  Great  confusion  existed  owing  to  disputed  authority  and  the  exis- 
tence of  a  state  of  war.  Some  lands  illegally  sold  had  been  purchased  in  good  faith,  farms 
had  been  cleared  and  homes  established.  But  the  boundaries  of  towns_  and  farms  were 
obscure  and  there  were,  frequently,  overlapping  claims.  Great  hardship  was  bound  to 
result  from  such  a  state  of  affairs.  See  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  appendix  E.,  pp. 
341-356;  Crockett's  History  of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  pp.  401-403. 
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The  said  report  being  read  was  accepted — and  Ordered  that  a  Bill 
be  brought  in  for  that  purpose. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  for  the  purpose  of  granting  Daniel  Taylor 
a  new  Trial  in  a  certain  cause  therein  mentioned,"  was  read  and  passed 
the  House. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of  John  Ashley- 
brought  in  their  report;  which  being  read,  Resolved  that  the  Considera- 
tion thereof  be  postponed  until  the  next  Session. 

The  Bounds  of  several  towns  and  a  Resolution  thereon  read  and 
passed. 

Resolved  that  the  next  General  Election  be  held  at  Westminster. 

Resolved  that  the  reverend  M""  Tuller  be  and  is  hereby  desired  to 
preach  the  next  Election  Sermon,  and  if  he  should  fail  that  the  reverend 
M"^  [Hezekiah]  Taylor  of  New  Fane  be  and  is  hereby  desired  to  preach 
said  Sermon. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  for  the  securing  titles  of  Land  in  this 
State"  was  read  and  passed  the  House — Upon  further  debate  the  said 
Act  was  reconsidered  and  postponed  until  the  next  Session. 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  the 
Committee  for  revising  the  Laws  their  Accounts  for  Services  performed 
by  them  agreeable  to  their  Appointment,  in  Specie. 

An  Act  entitled  "An  Act  directing  Commissaries  and  others  to 
settle  their  Accounts"  was  read  and  passed  the  House. 

Resolved  that  Noah  Sabin  and  Abel  Curtis  Esq"  be  impowered  to 
settle  with  Micah  Townsend  Esq''  for  his  Expences  and  Trouble  in  at- 
tempting to  procure  a  Printer  &c.  on  his  relinquishing  said  Business;  and 
that  they  make  report:  And  that  part  of  a  Resolution  passed  in  October 
last,  allowing  a  Premium  of  £300  for  carrying  on  said  Business,  be  and 
is  hereby  reconsidered. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  agree  with  some  meet 
person  who  will  undertake  to  carry  on  the  printing  Business'  for  this 
State  agreeable  to  a  Resolution  passed  in  October  last,  for  carrying  on 
said  Business  for  five  Years  exclusively,  who  shall  be  paid  for  such 
Services  annually: — the  said  Printer  giving  sufficient  Surety  to  such 
Committee  for  his  faithful  Performance: — ^The  Press  to  be  set  in  such 
convenient  place  in  the  State  as  the  Printer  shall  chuse: — and  no  other 
Premium  to  be  allowed. — The  members  chosen  M""  Abel  Curtis,  M'' 
[Thomas]  Murdock,  M^  E.  Curtis,  M^  [Isaac]  Tichenor  &  M^  [Samuel] 
Mattucks. 

Resolved  that  this  Assembly  be  and  is  hereby  adjourned  without  day. 

I.     See  note  p.    132. 
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STATE  OF  VERMONT 


WESTMINSTER  OCTOBER  9th  1783. 

The  Representatives  of  the  Freeman  of  the  State  of  Vermont  met 
at  Westminster  in  said  State  on  this  day,  being  the  second  Thursday  of 
October,  agreeable  to  the  Constitution,  and  a  Resolution  of  the  pre- 
ceding Assembly  in  February  last,  and  proceeded  to  chuse  by  Ballot  a 
Speaker  for  the  ensuing  Year: — When 

The  Hon*^'^  Isaac  Tichenor'  Esq''  was  duly  chosen  &  took  the 
necessary  Oaths. 

Then  proceeded  by  Ballot  to  chuse  a  Clerk  for  the  ensuing  Year, 
when  Doct.  Roswell  Hopkins  was  unanimously  elected;  who  not  being 
present  Doct.  Lemuel  Chipman  was  chosen  Clerk  pro  tempore  and  took 
the  Oath  as  such. 

The  Governor  and  Council  joined  the  General  Assembly  in  at- 
tending divine  Service  which  was  performed  by  the  reverend  Joseph 
Bullen. 

The  Credentials  of  the  Representatives  being  read  the  following 
Members  were  returned  legally  chosen,  took  the  necessary  Oaths  and 
severally  gave  their  Assent  to  the  religious  test* — viz' 

BENNINGTON  COUNTY 

Bennington  M.^  Isaac  Tichenor  M*^  Henry  Walbridge 

Poivnal  M""  Thomas  Jewett 

Shaftsbury  M'  Peter  Wright 

Arlington  M''  Lemuel   Buck 

Sunderland  M""  Samuel  Bartlett 

Sandgate  M""  Edward  Hurd 

Manchester  M"'  Gideon  Ormsbee    M''  Timothy  Bliss. 

Dorset  M""  John  Shumway  M""  Timothy  Brown 

Rupert  M'  Richard  Bailey 


1.  Isaac  Tichenor  was  one  of  the  foremost  leaders  in  the  early  period  of  Vermont 
history.  A  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  a  graduate  of  Princeton  College,  he  came  into  Ver- 
mont during  the  Revolutionary  War  as  a  representative  of  the  Commissary  Department 
of  the  Continental  army.  After  the  War  he  opened  a  law  office  at  Bennington.  He  was 
elected  to  the  Legislature  for  several  terms  and  was  chosen  Speaker.  He  also  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Governor's  Council,  the  Council  of  Censors,  as  Judge  and  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court.  He  was  one  of  the  Vermont  Agents  sent  to  the  Continental  Congress 
and  was  one  of  the  commissioners  who  settled  the  long  standing  controversy  with  New 
York.  He  was  twice  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate  and  was  Governor  of  Vermont 
for  eleven  years.  He  was  a  man  of  great  personal  charm,  and  so  great  was  his  popular- 
ity that  he  was  elected  year  after  year  at  a  time  when  the  Federalist  party,  with  which 
he  was  affiliated,  had  largely  lost  its  power. 

2.  The  religious  test,  so-called,  will  be  found  in  section  9  of  the  first  Vermont  Consti- 
tution.    See  Slade's  Vermont  State  Papers,  p.  248. 
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Pawlett 

Wells 

Tinmouth 

Walling  ford 

Clarendon 

Shrewsbury 

Ira 

Poultney 

Castleton 

Rutland 


Guilford 

Halifax 

Brattleborough 

Marlborough 

Wilmington 

Dummerston 

Putney 

New  Fane 

Townshend 

Westminster 

Rockingham 

Londonderry 


Springfield 

Chester 

Weathersfield 

Windsor 

Reading 

Woodstock 

Hartford 

Pomfret 

Sharon 

Royalton 

Andover 


RUTLAND  COUNTY 

M""  Lemuel  Chipman  M""  Joel  Harman 

M''  Abel  Merriman 

M*^  Samuel  Mattucks  M""  Ebenezer  Marvin 

M""  Abraham  Ives 

M''  Joseph  Smith  M""  Thaddeus  Curtis 

M-^  Benedict  Webber 

M'' Joseph  Wood 

M^  William  Ward 

M^  Eli  Cogsel  [Cogswell] 

M"^  Benjamin  Whipple  M*"  Samuel  Williams 

WINDHAM  COUNTY 

The    Hon'^'^    Benj"    Carpenter   M"-  Thomas 

Cutler 
M"^   Edward  Harris  M""  Joseph  Tucker 
M'-  Samuel   Knight  M"-  Benj"  Butterfield 
M''  Jonathan  Underwood 
M'JosiahLock 

M"^  Alexander  Kathan  M""  Jon  ^  Knight 
M^  Noah  Sabin  M^  Lucas  Willson 
M^  Daniel  Taylor  M'  William  Ward 
M""  Joseph  Tyler 

M-"  John  Tuthill  M^  Elijah  Ranney 
M^  Joshua  Webb  M""  John  Roundey 
M-"  Edward  Aitkin 

WINDSOR  COUNTY 

M''  Simon  Stevens 
M'-DanielHeald 
M""  Elijah  Robinson 
M"^  Ebenezer  Curtis 
M""  Joseph  Sawyer 
M-"  Jesse  Safford 
M^  Stephen  Tilden 
M''  Abidah  Smith 
M"^  Daniel  Gilbert 
M""  Elias  Stevens 
M"^  Samuel  Brown 


Thetford 
Stratford 
Mooretown 
Corinth 


ORANGE  COUNTY 

M''  Beriah  Lomis  [Loomis] 

M^  Heber  Gilbert  M^  Enoch  Bean 

M""  Benjamin  Baldwin 

M''  Nehemiah  Lovell 
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A  Message  was  received  from  the  Council  in  the  Words  following 
viz*. 

"In  Council  Westminster  Ocf  g^^  1783. 

"Resolved  that  Peter  Olcott,  Samuel  SafFord,  Ira  Allen,  John 
Fassett,  Thomas  Porter  and  Samuel  Fletcher  Esq"  be  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  a  Committee  to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Assembly 
to  receive  sort  and  count  the  Suffrages  of  the  Freemen  for  Governor, 
Lieut.  Governor,  Treasurer  and  Councillors  for  the  year  ensuing,  and 
declare  the  persons  elected  to  the  several  Offices." 

Extract  from  the  Journal. 

I.  Allen  Secry.  P.  T." 

Whereupon 

Resolved  that  M^  [Henry]  Walbridge,  M""  [Isaac]  Tichenor,  M"" 
[Benjamin]  Whipple,  M^  [Samuel]  Mattucks,  M''  [Noah]  Sabin,  M^ 
[Edward]  Harris,  M'  E.  Robinson,  M^  [Jesse]  Safford,  M^  [Beriah] 
Lomis  [Loomis]  and  M''  [Benjamin]  Baldwin  be  a  Committee  to  join 
the  Committee  from  the  Council  to  count  and  sort  the  Suffrages  of  the 
Freemen. 

Adjourned  till  tomorrow  Morning  9  o'Clock. 

FRIDAY  October  lo'*'  1783—9  o'Clock  A.  M. 

Resolved  that  M"^  [Joseph]  Tyler  and  M"'  [Joshua]  Webb  be  re- 
quested to  wait  on  the  reverend  M"'  BuUen  with  a  desire  that  he  attend 
and  pray  with  this  Assembly  during  the  present  Session, 

The  Committee  appointed  to  sort  and  count  the  Votes  of  the 
Freemen  made  the  following  Report  viz' 

"That  his  Exc^  Thomas  Chittenden  Esq''  was  elected  Governor 
for  the  year  ensuing — ■ 

His  Honor  Paul  Spooner  Esq"^  Lieutenant  Governor 
The  Hon'''^  Ira  Allen  Esq''  Treasurer 

And  the  Hon'''^  Moses  Robinson,  Samuel  Fletcher,  Thomas  Porter, 
John  Fassett,  Samuel  Safford,  Benjamin  Emmons,  Jonas  Fay, 
Joseph  Bowker,  Timothy  Brownson,  Peter  Olcott,  Ira  Allen  and 
John  Throop  Esq''^  elected  Councillors" 

A  Letter  from  the  Constable  of  Norwich  informing  of  the  Death 
of  one  of  their  Representatives,  and  requesting  Liberty  for  a  new 
Election, — being  read; — 

Resolved  that  the  freemen  of  the  town  of  Norwich  have  Liberty  to 
elect  a  Representative  to  attend  the  present  Session  of  Assembly  in  the 
room  of  Abel  Curtis  Esq''  dec'^'  And  that  the  first  Constable  of  Norwich 
be  directed  to  warn  the  Freemen  for  that  purpose. 


I.  With  the  exception  of  this  early  period,  the  Constitution  has  been  construed  to 
forbid  special  elections  for  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  In  1924  the  Con- 
stitution was  amended  to  permit  the  filling  of  vacancies  and  in  1925  a  law  was  passed 
making  provision  for  such  representation. 
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Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  persons  be  appointed  to  wait  on 
the  rev"^  M''  Bullen  with  the  Thanks  of  this  house  for  his  Sermon  de- 
livered to  them  at  the  opening  of  the  present  Session  and  request  a  Copy 
thereof  for  the  Press. 

Members  chosen  M^  [Elijah]  Ranney  M^  [John]  Tuthill  &  M' 
Joshua]  Webb. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  draw  up  Rules 
and  Regulations  to  be  adopted  by  this  house,  &  make  Report. 

Committee  chosen  M""  [Samuel]  Mattucks,  M""  [Edward]  Harris, 
M^  [Peter]  Wright,  M^  E.  Robinson  and  M''  [Benjamin]  Whipple. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  join  a  Com- 
mittee from  the  Council  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the  Business  of  this 
House. 

Members  chosen  M^  [Peter]  Wright,  M^  [William]  Ward,  M"- 
S.  Knight,  M^  Curtis,  M^  [Beriah  Lomis,  M""  [Thomas]  Jewett  and 
M^  [Elijah]  Robinson. 

Resolved  that  next  Tuesday  Afternoon  be  and  it  is  hereby  assigned 
for  the  Appointment  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  an 
Answer  to  his  Excellency's  Speech'  to  the  house  at  the  opening  of  the 
Session — 

Committee  chosen  M""  [Benjamin]  Whipple,  M"'  [Isaac]  Tichenor 
&  M^  [Micah]  Townsend^ 

Adjourned  till  3  o'Clock  P.  M. 

FRIDAY  lo'h  Oct^  1783—3  o'clock  P.  M. 

On  Motion  proceeded  by  Ballot  to  the  Choice  of  a  Secretary  of  the 
State  when  Micah  Townsend  Esq*^  was  elected  and  qualified  according 
to  Constitution. 

Resolved  that  this  House  will  now  proceed  to  the  Choice  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  Pay  table  for  the  ensuing  Year. 

Upon  counting  the  Ballots  the  hon^'^  Isaac  Tichenor  Esq"'  The 
HoN**'"^  Timothy  Brownson  Esq*"  and  M"^  Samuel  Bartlet  were  duly 
elected. 

Adjourned  till  8  o'Clock  tomorrow  Morning. 

SATURDAY  8  o'Clock  A.  M.  ii'^  October  1783. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  draw  up  Rules  and  Regulations  to 
be  observed  in  the  house  reported  the  following  viz*^ 
jst — Xhat  every  member  and  Spectator  be  subject  to  the  Rules  of  the 
house. 


1.  The  text  of  the  speech  has  not  been  preserved.     See  Governor  and  Council,  vol. 
3,  p.  24. 

2.  Micah  Townsend  was  Secretary  of  State  and  not  a  member  of  the  Assembly. 
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2^ — That  the  Doors  of  the  house  be  open  to  all  Spectators  who  behave 

themselves  orderly,  except  when  the  Interest  of  the  State  requires  the 

same  to  be  shut. 

j^ — That  the  Officers  of  the  House  attend  punctually  at  the  times  of 

Adjournment,  on  penalty  of  being  reduced  to  private  Stations. 

4^^ — That  no  member  being  absent  at  Roll  call  take  his  Seat  without 

Liberty  from  the  House. 

5'^ — Any  member  who  is  absent  after  Roll-call,  without  leave  of  the 

house,  more  than  fifteen  Minutes  at  one  time  shall  be  subject  to  the  like 

Penalty — ^And  if  such  member  continue  absent  for  one  day  or  more  he 

shall  be  liable  to  be  expelled  the  House. 

6^^ — That  no  member  or  other  person  speak  in  the  House  without  Leave 

of  the  Speakei  of  the  House. 

y^^ — That  no  member  speak  more  than  twice  on  one  Subject  without 

leave  of  the  House. 

8*-^ — That  no  member  make  any  nomination  until  such  nomination 

be  called  for  by  the  Speaker:  And  that  the  Speaker  put  every  motion  to 

vote  which  is  seconded,  unless  withdrawn  or  objected  to. 

Which  being  read. 

Resolved  t)\a.t  this  House  do  accept  thereof  and  Order  that  the  same 
be  duly  observed. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  inspect  the 
Grand  Lists  returned  by  the  several  towns,  and  where  no  legal  return 
is  made,  to  doom  such  Towns,  and  make  Report  of  their  Proceedings. 

Committee  chosen  M^  [Samuel]  Bartlet,  M^  J.  Smith,  M''  [Noah] 
Sabin,  M^  E.  Curtis  and  M-"  H.  Gilbert. 

On  Motion  made  by  M"'  Speaker, 

Resolved  that  Eli  Cogsel  [Cogswell]  Esq""  be  appointed  one  of  the 
Committee  of  Pay  table  during  this  Session  of  Assembly  in  the  room  of 
the    Hon'''^  Timothy  Biownson  Esq""  now  absent. 

Resolved  that  this  House  will  now  proceed  to  chuse  Auditors  of 
Accounts  for  the  ensuing  Year. 

Upon  the  Ballots  being  taken  the  Hon*''*^  Isaac  Tichenor  Esq^ 
Jonathan  Brace  Esq''  and  Doct.  Lewis  Bebee  were  duly  elected  to 
that  office. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  arrange  the  Business  of  this  House 
made  the  following  report  viz' 
1^^  That  some  effectual  measures  be  taken  for  the  Settlement  &  Support 
of  a  Preached  Gospel;  and  that  an  Act  be  made  enabling  Towns  to 
tax  themselves  in  order  to  erect  Buildings'  for  public  Worship. 


I.  An  act  was  passed  during  this  legislative  session  "to  enable  Towns  and  Parishes 
to  erect  proper  Houses  for  public  worship,  and  support  Ministers  of  the  Gospel."  This 
act  provided  for  the  levying  of  taxes  for  building  churches,  voting  settlements  to  ministers 
and  granting  them  annual  support;  but  exemption  might  be  granted  to  persons  who  held 
religious  opinions  differing  from  those  of  the  denomination  which  was  to  benefit  as  a  result 
of  the  tax  voted  if  a  certificate  were  furnished,  signed  by  some  minister  or  church  official 
of  the  denomination  with  which  the  dissenter  was  affiliated.  For  text  of  the  act  see  Slade's 
Vermont  State  Papers,  pp.  472-473. 
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2**  That  the  Committee  for  revising  the  Laws  be  called  on  to  report  how  far 

they  have  proceeded  in  the  Business  of  their  Appointment. 
J**  That  some  effectual  measures  be  taken  to  quiet  the  present  Disorders 

in  the  Southern  part  of  Windham  County. 
4.*^^  That  the  Auditors  of  Accounts  be  called  on  to  inform  whether  they 

have  compleated  a  Settlement  with  the  Treasurer  and  others. 
5*'*  That  some  suitable  Provision  be  made  for  discharging  the  Debts  of  this 

State,  and  for  the  Support  of  Government. 
6^^  That  the  Militia  be  put  under  proper  Regulation  for  the  Defence  of  this 

State. 
^^^  That  it  be  determined  what  money  shall  be  a  Currency  in  this  State, 

and  measures  be  taken  to  prevent  counterfeiting  the  same. 
8^^  That  Provision  be  made  for  quieting  antient  Settlers;  and  that  the  Law 

be  opened  for  the  Trial  of  Land  Titles, 
p""  That  proper  measures  be  taken  to  compleat  the  Survey  of  this  State. 
10*^^  That  some  Alterations  be  made  in  the  Fee  Bill 

Which  report  being  read  was  accepted — Whereupon  Resolved  that 
a  Committee  of  five,  to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council,  be  appointed 
to  take  under  their  Consideration  the  first  Article  in  the  aforegoing  re- 
poit,  and  make  report  thereon  to  this  house. 

Committee  chosen  M^  [Peter]  Wright,  M--  [William]  Ward,  M'  S. 
Knight,  M""  [Elijah]  Robinson  and  M'^  [Benjamin]  Baldwin. 

Resolved  that  M''  [Benjamin]  Butterfield  be  appointed  to  call  on  the 
Committee  for  revising  the  Laws  agreeable  to  the  2**  Article  in  the  pre- 
ceding Report 

Resolved  that  Wednesday  next  be  assigned  for  this  House  with  the 
Council  in  a  Grand  Committee  of  the  whole  to  take  into  Consideration 
the  3*^  Article  in  the  aforegoing  report. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  be  chosen  to  join  a  Committee 
from  the  Council  to  take  into  Consideration  the  fifth  Article  in  the 
preceding  report,  and  make  report  thereon  to  this  house. 

The  Members  chosen  M""  [Thomas]  Jewet,  M''  [Abraham]  Ives,  M"" 
[Noah]  Sabin  M""  [Jesse]  Safi"ord  and  M''  [Beriah]  Lomis  [Loomis] 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  be  chosen  to  join  a  Committee 
from  the  Council  to  take  into  Consideration  the  6"^  Article  in  the  pre- 
ceding Report,  and  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  Purpose  therein 
mentioned. 

Committee  chosen  M'^  [Gideon]  Ormsby,  M"^  [Ebenezer]  Marvin, 
M""  [Jonathan]  Underwood,  M''  E.  Curtis  and  M-^  [Nehemiah]  Lovell 
[Lovewell]. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three,  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council,  be  chosen  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  purpose  men- 
tioned in  the  7"^  Article  of  the  aforegoing  report. 

The  Persons  chosen  M''  [Timothy]  Brown,  M""  [Micah]  Townsend 
and  M""  [Samuel]  Mattucks. 

Resolved  to  postpone  the  Consideration  of  the  8'^  Article  in  the  pre- 
ceding report  until  next  Wednesday  Afternoon  when  this  Assembly  in 
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conjunction  with  the  Council,  in  Grand  Committee  will  take  the  same 
under  Deliberation, 

Resolved  to  chuse  a  Committee  of  three  to  take  into  Consideration 
the  9*^^  Article  of  the  preceding  report. 

Members  chosen  M""  [Edward]  Harris,  M'  [Eli]  Cogsel  [Cogswell] 
and  M""  [Henry]  Walbridge. 

Resolved  to  chuse  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a  Committee  fiom 
the  Council  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  regulation  of  Fees. 

Persons  chosen  M"'  [Benjamin]  Whipple  M''  [Stephen]  Tilden  and 
M"'  [Micah]  Townsend. 

Resolved  that  M''  [Alexander]  Kathan  have  leave  of  Absence  for  two 
days,  M""  [William]  Ward  of  New  Fane  for  one,  M""  S.  Knight  for  one  M"" 
[Edward]  Harris  for  two,  and  M""  [Lucas]  Willson  for  one  Day  &  an 
half. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five,  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council,  be  appointed  to  revise  the  Act  commonly  called  the  Tendre 
Act,  and  make  report. 

Members  chosen  M--  [Timothy]  BHss,  M""  J.  Smith,  M-"  [Joseph] 
Tyler,  M-"  E.  Stevens  and  M""  [Enoch]  Bean. 

Adjourned  until  Monday  next  10  o'Clock  A.  M. 

MONDAY  October  13 '^  1783—10  o'Clock  A.  M. 

A  petition  from  a  Committee  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Rutland  praying 
that  a  Law  may  be  passed  giving  Liberty  for  said  Town  to  lay  a  tax  on 
Lands  for  the  purpose  of  building  Bridges  in  said  town,  being  read. 

Resolved  that  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three  to  consider  of 
and  make  report. 

Members  chosen  M^  [Ebenezer]  Curtis,  M^  [William]  Ward  &  M-- 
[Benjamin]  Whipple. 

A  Petition  signed  by  Daniel  Gilbert  and  six  others  representing 
that  they  had  surveyed  and  improved  Lots  of  Land  which  they  sup- 
posed to  be  part  of  the  Town  of  Sharon  and  have  sold  the  said  Lotts  to 
others:  since  which  time  the  Lines  of  Sharon  being  run  by  the  Surveyor 
General,  said  Lots  appear  to  be  unlocated  Land  between  Sharon  and 
Strafford;  and  praying  for  a  Grant  of  the  same,  being  read, 

Resolved  that  said  Petition  be  filed  with  the  Secretary. 

Adjourned  until  2  o'Clock  P.  M. 

MONDAY  Ocf  13  th  1783—2  o'clock  P.  M. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  chosen  to  confer  with  the 
Treasurer  and  devise  some  method  in  which  the  Treasurer  may  be  en- 
abled to  issue  his  Warrants  for  collecting  the  Arrearages  of  Provision  due 
on  the  List  of  1780. 

Committee  chosen  M--  [Lemuel]  Buck,  M--  [Daniel]  Heald  and  M"" 
[Thomas]  Cutler. 
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Resolved  that  M''  [Benjamin]  Butterfield  be  added  to  the  Committee 
on  the  i^'  Article'  in  the  Arrangement  of  Business  in  the  room  of  M' 
S.  Knight  now  absent. 

A  Petition  signed  by  the  hon*''^  Peter  Olcott  Esq''  &  others  praying 
for  the  Grant  of  a  Gore  of  Land  adjoining  Sharon,  and  another  Petition 
signed  by  Timothy  Blake  and  others  praying  for  a  Grant  of  the  same 
Land,  being  read, 

Resolved  that  M^  [Noah]  Sabin,  M^  [Joseph]  Tyler  and  M^  [Elijah] 
Ranney  be  a  Committee  to  go  upon  the  Premises  and  hear  the  several 
Claimants,  and  make  report  to  this  house  at  their  next  Session. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council 
to  take  into  Consideration  the  fifth  Article  in  the  Arrangement  of  Busi- 
ness (viz*^  making  Provision  for  paying  the  State's  Debts  and  supporting 
Government) — reported  "that  in  their  Opinion  a  tax  should  be  granted 
of  ten  Shillings  per  hundred  Acres  in  the  following  towns  except  public 
Rights  and  CoUedge  Lands  viz'  Burlington,  WilHston,  New  Huntington, 
Duxbury,  Mooretown,  Berlin,  Colchester,  Essex,  Jerico,  Bolton,  Water- 
bury,  Middlesex,  Milton,  Westford  Underbill,  Mansfield,  Stowe, 
Worcester,  Georgia,  St.  Albans,  Swanton,  Highgate,  Fairfax,  Smith- 
field%  Fairfield,  Hungerford^,  Shelburne,  Charlotte,  Ferrisburgh,  Panton, 
Addison,  Bridgport  [Bridport],  Shoreham,  Orwell,  Hindsburgh,  Monck- 
ton,  Newhaven,  Pocock,  [Bristol]  Cornwall,  Waybridge,  Sudbury, 
Whiting,  Hubbard  ton,  Middlebury,  Salisbury,  Lester,  Neshobe,  [Bran- 
don] Fairhaven,  Benson,  Bethel,  Brookfield  &  Randolph." 

"That  a  tax  of  live  pence  on  the  Pound  should  be  granted  on  the 
List  of  1783  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
January  next  in  this  State's  Notes,  and  other  Securities  against  this 
State." 

"That  a  Tax  of  three  pence  on  the  pound  should  be  granted  on  the 
List  of  1783 — to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  in  hard  Money  on  the  first 
day  of  January  next." 

Which  report  being  read  was  accepted — Whereupon  Resolved  that 
Stephen  R.  Bradley  be  requested  to  draw  a  Bill  in  form  thereon. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  join  a  Committee 
from  the  Council  to  devise  some  mode  for  settling   confiscated   Estates. 

Members  chosen  M'  [William]  Gallup^,  M"'  [Henry]  Walbridge, 
M^  [Benjamin]  Whipple,  M^  [Joshua]  Webb  and  M^  H.  Gilbert. 

Resolved  that  M^  [Timothy]  Brown,  M^  [Ebenezer]  Marvin,  M^  E. 


1.  This  article  related  to  the  scope  of  the  Assembly  rules. 

2.  Smithfield  was  granted  by  the  Governor  of  New  Hampshire.  In  1792  it  was 
annexed  to  the  towns  of  Bakersfield  and  Fairfield.  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2  (Ver- 
mont Charters),  p.  349. 

3.  Hungerford  was  a  New  Hampshire  grant.  The  name  of  the  town  was  changed  to 
Sheldon  in  1792 — .State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2   (Vermont  Charters),  p.  347. 

4.  Comstock's  revision  of  Deming's  Vermont  Officers  gives  William  Gallup  as  a 
member  of  the  Assembly  from  Hartland  in  1783,  although  his  name  does  not  appear  in  the 
list  of  members  printed  in  the  records  for  the  opening  day  of  the  October  session. 
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Stevens,  M''  [Daniel]  Taylor  and  M''  [Beriah]  Lomis  [Loomis]  be  a 
Committee  to  take  into  Consideration  such  Petitions  as  have  been  pre- 
sented to  this  house  during  this  Session  and  make  report. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  join  a  Committee 
from  the  Council  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill  for  regulating  the  Militia. 

Persons  chosen  JVP  E.  Robinson,  M''  Bradley'  and  M""  [Gideon] 
Ormsby. 

M''  Speaker  requested  Leave  of  Absence  for  two  days  Whereupon 
Resolved  that  the  same  be  granted,  And  that  M''  E.  Robinson  be  Speaker 
P.  T.  [pro  tempore]  duiing  his  Absence. 

Adjourned  until  tomorrow  Morning  8  o'Clock. 

TUESDAY  October  14'h  1783— A.  M. 

William  H.  Church  presented  his  Credentials  as  a  Representative 
of  Jamaica  in  Windham  County — Which  being  read  and  approved,  and 
said  Church  having  :,aken  the  necessary  Oaths  and  signed  the  religious 
Test, 

Resolved  that  M''  Church  take  his  Seat. 

A  petition  from  a  Committee  of  the  town  of  Windsor  praying  a 
Ratification  of  a  Division  of  said  Town  into  two  Societies,  being  read, 

Resolved  that  the  Prayer  of  said  Petition  be  granted  and  that  M'' 
E.  Curtis  be  requested  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill  in  form  agreeable 
thereto. 

A  Petition  from  Nehemiah  Lovell  [Lovewell]  on  behalf  of  the  In- 
habitants of  Corinth,  and  a  Petition  of  James  Gilchrist  on  behalf  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  Reygate  severally  praying  leave  to  lay  a  tax  on  Lands 
in  their  respective  towns  for  the  purpose  of  making  roads  and  Bridges, 
being  read: 

Resolved  that  they  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three  to  join  a 
Committee  from  the  Council. 

Members  chosen  M""  [Enoch]  Bean,  M"'  [Joel]  Harman  and  M"" 
[William]  Ward. 

Resolved  that  Stephen  R.  Bradley  Esq""  be  requested  to  draw  a  Bill 
to  regulate  the  mode  of  Taxation,  and  lay  the  same  before  this  house  at 
the  first  convenient  Opportunity. 

Resolved  that  M"'  [John]  Shumway,  M""  [Samuel]  Mattucks,  Gov"" 
[Benjamin]  Carpenter^  M""  E.  Curtis  and  M''  Gilchrist  be  a  Committee, 
to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council,  and  consider  of  the  Arrearages 
of  the  Provision  taxes,  and  that  they  make  report  thereon. 

Resolved  that  the  second  Thursday  in  November  next  be  set  apart 


1.  This  may  be  a  reference  to  Stephen  R.  Bradley  of  Westminster,  who  was  not  a 
member  of  the  Assembly  in  1783,  or  to  Joseph  Bradley  of  Sunderland,  who  was  a  member 
of  the  Assembly  in  1781-82,  but  was  not  a  member  in  1783. 

2.  This  reference  is  to  Ex-Lieutenant-Governor  Carpenter,  who  held  the  office  of 
Deputy  Governor,  or  Lieutenant  Governor,  from  1779  to  178 1. 
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as  a  day  of  public  Thanksgiving^  to  Almighty  God;  and  that  his  Ex- 
cellency be  requested  to  issue  his  Proclamation  for  the  due  Observance 
thereof. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  devise  a  method  for  settling  the  con- 
fiscated Estates  reported  that  in  their  Opinion  the  fuither  Consideration 
thereof  be  postponed  until  the  next  Session:  And  that  the  Auditors 
of  Accounts  in  the  mean  time  settle  with  the  Commissioners  of  Con- 
fiscation.— which  was  read  &  accepted. 

A  Petition  signed  by  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Tinmouth, 
Wells,  Ira  and  Poultney,  requesting  that  a  new  Town^  may  be  incorp- 
orated out  of  a  Part  of  each  of  said  Towns,  being  read, 

Resolved  that  the  Consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  the  next 
Session  of  Assembly. 

Adjourned  until  2  o'Clock  P.  M. 

TUESDAY  Oct^  14^^  1783—2  o'Clock  P.  M. 

The  Petition  of  Solomon  Phelps'  representing  that  a  number  of 
his  Books,  seized  by  order  of  the  Supreme  Court,  are  in  the  Possession 
of  Stephen  R.  Bradley  Esq*",  and  praying  an  Order  of  this  house  for  the 
restoration  thereof — being  read, 

Resolved  that  the  said  Petition  be  dismissed. 

Col°  Benjamin  Wait  presented  his  Credentials  as  a  Representative 
of  Windsor  in  Windsor  County,  which  being  read  &  approved;  and  he 
having  taken  the  necessary  Oaths  and  subscribed  the  religious  Test — 
Resolved  that  M''  Wait  take  his  Seat. 

Peter  Lewis  presented  his  Credentials  as  a  Representative  of  Danby 
in  Rutland  County,  which  being  read  and  approved,  and  said  Lewis 
having  taken  the  necessary  Oaths  &  subscribed  the  religious  Test — 
Resolved  that  M''  Lewis  take  his  Seat. 

The  Petition  of  Joshua  Field  Administrator  of  George  Robins  pray- 
ing for  the  Confirmation  of  the  Title  to  a  Tract  of  Land  in  Neshobe 
[Brandon],  being  read— 

Resolved  that  the  same  be  committed  to  M""  S.  Knight,  M""  [James] 
Gilchrist,  and  M''  [Benjamin]  Butterfield  to  consider  of  &  make  report. 

The  Petition  of  Joseph  Kimball  was  read  praying  that  this  House  will 


1.  For  the  text  of  Governor  Chittenden's  Thanksgiving  Day  proclamation,  dated 
Oct.  16,  1783,  see  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  pp.  300-301. 

2.  Middletown  was  incorporated,  Oct.  28,  1784,  out  of  parts  of  the  four  towns  men- 
tioned.    The  town  name  was  changed  to  Middletown  Springs,  in  1884. 

3.  Solomon  Phelps  of  Marlboro  was  active  in  Cumberland  County  affairs  during  the 
early  period  of  the  American  Revolution.  He  was  a  lawyer,  a  son  of  Charles  Phelps  and  a 
graduate  of  Harvard  College.  Owing  to  occasional  periods  of  mental  derangement  he  had 
interfered  at  times  with  public  affairs  in  a  manner  that  caused  some  annoyance  to  his 
associates.  See  Hall's  History  of  Eastern  Vermont,  pp.  277,  691.  The  library  of  his 
father,  Charles  Phelps,  said  to  have  been  the  most  valuable  in  Vermont,  had  been  con- 
fiscated and  sold,  and  with  it  some  books  belonging  to  Solomon.  These  were  returned  by  a 
special  order  of  the  court. 
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postpone  the  determination  of  a  matter  in  Controversy  depending  before 
this  house  between  said  Kimball  and  Jonathan  Child. 

Ordered  that  the  same  lye  on  the  Table. 

The  House  was  joined  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor  &  the  hon- 
orable the  Council  and  proceeded  to  the  Choice  of  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  for  the  ensuing  Year — When 

The  Hon*''^  Moses  Robinson  Esq''  was  elected  Chief  Judge.  And 
the  Hon*''^  Paul  Spooner,  John  Fassett,  Peter  Olcott,  and  Thomas 
Porter  Esq'^^  were  chosen  Side  [or  Assistant]  Judges. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Treasurer  respecting 
the  Arrearages  of  the  Provision  tax  of  1780  made  report. 

Resolved  that  M""  S.  Knight  be  requested  to  draw  a  Bill  explanatory 
of  the  Act  entitled  "An  Act  respecting  Counterfeit  Money." 

Resolved  that  the  Committee  appointed  to  view  the  Premises 
petitioned  for  by  Peter  Olcott  Esq''  &  others  on  the  one  part  and  Daniel 
Gilbert  and  others  on  the  other  part  be  dismissed — And  that  Stephen 
R.  Bradley  Esq""  be  desired  to  bring  in  a  Bill  granting  the  said  Gore. 

The  Petition  of  John  Morse  representing  that  he  had  received  as 
Collector  of  State  Taxes  in  the  Town  of  New  Fane  on  the  tax  of  1781 
sixteen  Pounds  counterfeited  in  the  likeness  of  Bills  of  Credit  emitted 
by  this  State,  &  praying  relief,  being  read, 

Resolved  that  the  same  be  committed  to  M''  [Josiah]  Lock,  M"^ 
[Benjamin]  Carpenter  and  M''  [Samuel]  Williams. 

Adjourned  until  tomorrow  Morning  8  o'Clock. 

WEDNESDAY  Ocf  15*"  1783—8  o'Clock  A.  M. 

A  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  dividing  the  Town  of  Windsor^  into  two 
distinct  Societies"  was  read  and  recommitted. 

Resolved  that  M""  [Timothy]  Brown  and  M''  S.  Knight  be  added  to 
said  Committee. 

Resolved  that  his  Excellency  and  the  Hon'''^  Council  be  requested  to 
join  this  House  in  Grand  Committee  upon  the  Business  of  quieting  the 
Disorders  prevailing  in  the  Southern  part  of  Windham  County^. 

The  Petition  of  John  Nellson  and  others  for  Land  in  Whitingham — 
Also  the  Petition  of  Jonathan  Thompson  &  others  for  Land  in  Whiting- 
ham, being  severally  read. 

Resolved  that  they  be  filed  with  the  Secretary. 

Resolved  thac  M''  [Micah]  Townsend,  M''  [Ebenezer]  Marvin  and 
M""  [Samuel]  Bartlett  be  a  Committee  to  make  up  the  Debenture  of  this 
House. 


1.  The  parishes  or  societies  of  Windsor  and  West  Windsor  were  established  at  this 
time.  In  1814  they  were  incorporated  as  separate  towns.  This  act  was  repealed  the 
following  year,  but  in  1848  the  separate  towns  were  again  established  and  have  continued 
as  such  since  that  time. — State  Papers  of  'Vermont,  vol.  2  (Vermont  Charters),  pp.  371-372. 

2.  See  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  Appendix  C,  for  documents  relating  to  this  in- 
surrection. 
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Upon  the  Application  of  Stephen  R.  Bradley  Esq"" 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  join  a  Com- 
mittee from  the  Council  to  adjust  the  Accounts  between  the  public  and 
said  Bradley. 

Members  chosen  M'^  [Benjamin]  Wait,  M""  [Joshua]  Webb  and  M"" 
[Lemuel]  Buck. 

Resolved  that  Stephen  R.  Bradley  Esq''  be  requested  to  draw  a  Bill 
for  regulating  the  Militia  of  this  State,  and  present  the  same  to  this 
Assembly  at  their  next  Session. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  the  honorable  Council  joined  the 
General  Assembly  in  Grand  Committee  upon  the  Business  of  quieting 
the  Disorders  prevailing  in  the  southern  part  of  Windham  County,  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein  adjourned  until  the  Committee  shall  be 
called  together  by  his  Excellency. 

The  House  then  adjourned  until  2  o'Clock  P.  M. 

WEDNESDAY  October  15"^  1783—2  oClock  P.  M. 

Resolved  that  M-"  [Peter]  Wright,  M-"  [Eli]  Cogsel  [Cogswell],  M"- 
[Benjamin]  Wait,  M""  [Edward]  Harris  &  M''  [Benjamin]  Baldwin  be 
a  Committee  to  devise  proper  measures  to  prevent  the  Spreading  of  the 
small-Pox — and  make  report  thereof  to  the  house. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  at  their 
Session  in  February  1782  on  the  Petition  of  Witherly  Wittum  &  others 
reported — Which  being  read. 

Resolved  that  the  same  be  recommitted,  and  that  all  Processes  at 
Law  that  respect  the  matter  in  Contest  between  the  Parties,  as  men- 
tioned in  said  Petition,  be  stayed  until  the  rising  of  the  next  Session 
of  this  Assembly. 

A  Petition  signed  by  David  Dickenson  and  Chipman  Swift  Agents 
for  the  Proprietors  of  Wilmington'  was  read,  praying  the  Legislature 
to  determine  the  Dispute  subsisting  between  them  and  the  Proprietors 
of  Draper. 

Resolved  that  the  Consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  tomorrow 
Morning. 

A  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  for  dividing  the  Town  of  Windsor  into 
two  distinct  Societies"  was  read,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Council  for  their 
Perusal  and  Proposals  of  Amendment. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of  Jesse  Safford 
and  others,  and  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Rutland,  reported  that  in  their 
Opinion  the  Prayers  of  Said  Petitions  ought  not  to  be  granted — which 
was  read  and  accepted. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of  Joshua  Field 
Administrator  of  George  Robbin's  Estate  reported  that  the  Prayer  of 


I.  Wilmington,  first  granted  by  New  Hampshire  in  1751,  wasregranted  by  the  same 
colony  in  1763  as  Draper.  The  dispute  between  two  sets  of  proprietors  was  brought  to 
the  attention  of  the  Legislature. 
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the  Petition  be  granted  and  that  a  Bill  be  brought  in  thereon  accordingly 
— which  was  read  &  accepted. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of  the  Selectmen 
of  Townshend  reported  that  in  their  Opinion  the  Petitioners  have  leave 
to  withdraw  the  same — Which  being  read  was  accepted — Whereupon 
Resolved  that  the  said  Selectmen  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  Petition. 

Resolved  that  M"'  [Ebenezer]  Marvin  have  leave  of  Absence  for 
twenty  four  Hours. 

Adjourned  until  tomorrow  morning  8  o'Clock. 

THURSDAY  OCTOBER  16'^  1783—8  o'Clock  A.  M. 

M""  Isaac  Lyman  presentedhis  Credentials  asa  Representative  from 
Whitingham;  which  being  read  and  approved  &  said  Lyman  having  taken 
the  necessary  Oaths  &  subscribed  the  religious  test — Resolved  that  M"" 
Lyman  take  his  Seat. 

M""  Rice  Wheeler  presented  his  Credentials  as  a  Representative 
from  Bethel;  which  being  read  and  approved,  and  he  having  taken  the 
necessary  Oaths  and  subscribed  the  religious  Test — Resolved  that  M"" 
Wheeler  have  leave  to  take  his  Seat. 

The  Memorial  of  his  Excellency  requesting  this  house  to  take  under 
their  Consideration  some  Losses  he  sustained  in  his  Salary  by  the  De- 
preciation of  Money  and  also  his  Arrearages  of  Salary  for  two  Years 
being  read — 

Resolved  that  the  same  be  committed  to  M''  [Henry]  Walbrridge  M"" 
[William]  Ward  of  Poultney,  M^  [Noah]  Sabin,  M-"  [Jesse]  Safford  &  M' 
[Beriah]   Lomis   [Loomis]. 

Resolved  that  the  Consideration  of  the  Proprietors  of  Wilmington's 
Petition  be  postponed  until  the  Grand  Committee  have  reported  upon 
the  Business  of  quieting  antient  [ancient]  Settlers. 

Resolved  that  M--  [Peter]  Wright,  M^  T.  Curtis,  M^  [Jonathan] 
Underwood,  M""  E.  Curtis  and  M"^  [Jesse]  Safford  be  a  Committee  to  join 
a  Com^  from  the  Council,  to  enquire  into  the  right  of  the  District  of  Ira 
of  being  represented  in  this  Assembly. 

The  Petition  of  Anthony  Haswell  &  David  Russell  Printers  in 
Bennington  praying  Leave  to  make  a  Lottery'  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
a  Paper  Mill^"  in  said  Bennington  being  read — Resolved  that  it  be  con- 
mitted  to  M-"  [Edward]  Harris,  M''  [Daniel]  Gilbert  and  M''  [Enoch] 
Bean. 


1.  For  a  list  of  acts  granting  the  right  to  raise  money  by  means  of  lotteries,  see 
Thompson's  Vermont,  Part  II,  pp.  222-223;  also  p.  203  of  this  Journal. 

2.  A  United  States  census  report  says  that  before  the  erection  of  a  paper  mill  at  Troy, 
N.  Y.,  in  1793,  "much  of  the  paper  used  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  vicinity  was  obtained  from 
a  paper  mill  at  Bennington,  Vt.,  erected  during  the  Revolution."  See  Crockett's  History 
of  Vermont,  vol.  2,  p.  515. 
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The  Petition  of  William  Slade  Constable  of  Clarendon  setting 
forth  that  he  had  in  collecting  a  State  tax  of  y'^on  the  Pound  received  a 
counterfeit  forty  Shilling  Bill,  and  praying  redress — being  read — 

Resolved  that  said  Petition  lye  on  the  Table. 

The  Petition  of  Elias  Hall  admor.  of  the  Estate  of  John  Hall  late  of 
Castleton  dec'^,pra3^ing  leave  to  sell  part  of  the  real  Estate  of  the  said 
deceased  for  the  payment  of  Debts;  and  also  a  certificate  of  the  Judge 
of  Probate  of  the  District,  of  the  Insufficiency  of  the  personal  Estate — 
being  read — Resolved  that  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  be  granted  And  that 
the  Petitioner  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  that  purpose. 

A  Bill  was  presented  to  the  House  by  Stephen  R.  Bradley  Esq''  (ac- 
cording to  desire)  for  granting  a  Gore  of  Land  lying  between  Sharon 
and  Strafford  to  Peter  Olcott  Esq''  &  others; 

Resolved  that  the  said  Bill  do  not  pass. 

Resolved  that  M^  [Benjamin]  Carpenter,  M^  S.  Knight,  &  M'  [John] 
Shumway,  be  a  Committee  to  revise  the  Act  respecting  Counterfeit  Bills 
passed  at  Manchester  1782. 

Resolved  that  M''  S.  Knight  be  requested  to  bring  in  a  Bill  directing 
the  civil  Authority  of  this  State  to  deliver  up  Fugitives'  from  Justice 
which  may  resort  here  from  the  neighbouring  States. 

Adjourned  until  2  o'Clock  P.  M. 

THURSDAY  October  16'^  1783 2  o'Clock  P.  M. 

The  Petition  of  Stephen  Nicholls  Admor.  of  the  Estate  of  George 
Nicholls  late  of  Tinmouth  deceased  praying  leave  to  sell  part  of  the 
real  Estate  of  the  said  deceased  for  the  Payment  of  Debts;  and  also  a 
Certificate  of  the  Judge  of  Probate  of  the  District  of  the  Insufficiency 
of  the  personal  Estate — being  read — 

Resolved  that  the  Prayer  of  said  Petition  be  granted  And  that  the 
Petitioner  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved  that  M^  [Daniel]  Taylor,  M^  [Abraham]  Ives,  and  M*" 
[Joshua]  Webb  be  a  Committee  to  devise  some  proper  method  in  which 
Justices  of  the  Peace  may  be  appointed  in  new  Towns,  and  also  proper 
measures  for  the  regular  printing  [of]  Election  Sermons — and  make 
report  theieof. 

Resolved  that  M'"  [Lemuel]  Buck,  M''  [James]  Gilchrist%  and  M^ 
[Gideon]  Ormsby  be  a  Committee  to  draw  and  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the 
Limitation  of  Actions. — 

A  Letter  from  Joseph  FarnsworthC.  G.  P.  to  his  Exc^  the  Governor 
being  read — Ordered  that  it  be  referied  to  the  Committee  appointed 
to  take  into  Consideration  the  Arrearages  of  the  Provision  taxes. 

The  Committee  appointed  in  February  Session  last  to  agree  with 
some  proper  person  or  persons  to  carry  on  the  Business  of  printing^ 

1.  General  Washington  referred  to  the  presence  in  'Vermont  of  hundreds  of  deser- 
ters from  the  army  in  a  letter  to  Joseph  Jones,  dated  Feb.  11,  1783.  For  textof  this  letter 
and  comments  thereon  see  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  pp.  263-264. 

2.  Mr.  Gilchrist  represented  Ryegate  in  the  General  Assembly  in  1782  and  1783. 

3.  See  Thompson's  Vermont,  part  2,  page  171,  for  reference  to  early  printing;  also 
note  on  Hough  and  Spooner  in  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  p  27. 
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In  this  State — reported  that  in  consequence  of  their  Appointment  the 
major  part  of  the  Committee  immediately  entered  into  an  Agreement 
with  M""  George  Hough  of  Norwich  in  Connecticut  in  behalf  of  himself 
and  M''  Alden  Spooner — That  the  said  Hough  and  Spooner  did  agree 
with  the  said  Committee  to  undertake  and  faithfully  perform  and  carry 
on  the  printing  Business  for  the  State  of  Vermont  for  the  term  of  five 
Years  from  the  5**^  day  of  March  1783  in  some  convenient  Town  in 
this  State  at  a  reasonable  Price — And  that  the  said  Committee  on 
behalf  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State  agreeable  to  their  Resolution 
in  February  last  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  did  covenant  and  agree  that 
the  said  Hough  and  Spooner  shall  have  the  exclusive  right  and  priviledge 
of  performing  the  whole  of  said  printing  Business  for  this  State  for  the 
aforesaid  Term  of  five  Years  from  the  date  above  mentioned,  and  shall 
be  paid  for  such  Services  annually — the  said  Printers  becoming  sufficiently 
obligated  to  the  said  Committee  for  the  faithful  Performance  of  said 
printing  Business  " — Which  report  being  read — Resolved  that  the  further 
Consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  tomorrow  Morning. 

M""  Paul  Brigham  presented  his  Credentials  as  a  Representative 
from  Norwich  in  Windsor  Councy,  which  being  read  and  approved,  and 
he  having  taken  the  necessary  Oaths  and  subscribed  the  religious  Test — 

Resolved  that  M"'  Brigham  take  his  Seat. 

A  Petition  signed  by  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Springfield  praying  that  John  Barret  Esq''  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the 
County  of  Windsor  may  be  impeached  before  the  Governor  and  Council 
for  mal-administration  in  said  Office — being  read — 

Resolved  that  the  said  Barret  be  impeached  and  that  Stephen  R. 
Bradley  Esq""  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  prosecute  the  said  John 
Barrett  Esq''  by  impeaching  him  before  the  Governor  and  Council  to 
final  Judgment — for  mal-administration. 

The  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Pownal  praying  leave 
to  make  a  Lottery  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  a  Piece  of  Highway  in 
said  Pownal  called  the  Dug-Way — being  read- — 

Resolved  that  the  Prayer  thereof  be  granted — &  that  the  Petitioners 
have  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  that  purpose. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  Consideration  the  i^'  Article 
in  the  Arrangement  of  Business  reported  a  Bill  entitled  "an  Act  to 
enable  Towns  and  Parishes  to  erect  proper  houses  for  public  Worship 
and  support  Ministers  of  the  Gospel"  which  being  read, 

Resolved  that  the  further  Consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until 
tomorrow  Morning. 

Resolved  that  M''  [Joshua]  Webb  have  leave  of  Absence  until  Satur- 
day Morning. 

Adjourned  until  tomorrow  Morning  8  o'Clock. 

FRIDAY  October  17^^  1783—8  o'Clock  A.  M. 
The  report  of  the   Committee   appointed  in  the  last  Session  of 
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Assembly  to  procure  persons  to  carry  on  the  Business  of  printing  in  this 
State,   being   again   read — 

Resolved  that  the  same  be  accepted  and  that  a  Bill  in  form  be 
brought  in  thereon. 

It  being  represented  to  this  House  that  Mess"  Haswell  &  Russel' 
have  printed  one  hundred  and  fifty  Copies  of  such  Laws  of  this  State  as 
have  heretofore  been  revised — Resolved  that  upon  the  said  Printers 
delivering  over  to  the  Secretary  the  said  Copies,  the  Committee  of  Pay 
table  be  directed  to  give  said  Haswell  and  Russel  an  Order  upon  the 
Treasury  for  such  sum  as  said  Committee  shall  judge  a  meet  reward  for 
the  said  Service — And  that  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  send  said  Copies 
to  the  several  Sheriffs  for  publication  as  soon  as  may  be. 

The  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  to  enable  Towns  and  Parishes  to  erect 
proper  houses  for  public  Worship  and  support  Ministers  of  the  Gospel" 
being  again  read,  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  Council  for  their  Perusal 
and    Proposals    of    Amendment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  revise  the  Act  commonly  called  the 
Tender  Act  made  report — which  being  read. 

Resolved  that  it  be  recommitted,  and  that  M""  S.  Knight,  and  M"" 
[Beriah]  Lomis  [Loomis]  be  added  to  said  Committee 

The  Bill  intitled  "an  Act  dividing  the  Town  of  Windsor  into  two 
distinct  Societies  was  returned  from  the  Council  with  Proposals  of 
Amendment,  which  being  read  were  agreed  to  and  passed  into  a  Law  of 
this  State. 

Adjourned  until  2  o'Clock  P.  M. 

FRIDAY  Ocf  17'^  1783—2  o'clock  P.  M. 
A  Bill  entitled  "an  Act  to  impower  the  Sale  of  the  real    Estate  of 
John  Hall  deceased"  was  read,  passed  and  sent  to  the  Council  for  their 
Perusal  and  Proposals  of  Amendment. 

The  said  Act  being  returned  by  the  Council  with  proposals  of 
Amendment,  and  the  same  being  read  and  agreed  to. — 

Resolved  that  the  same  as  amended  be  a  Law  of  this  State. 

A  Bill  entitled  "an  Act  for  the  regulation  of  Fees^"  was  read,  passed 
and  sent  to  the  Council  for  their  Perusal  and   Proposals  of  Amendment. 

The  Committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  point  out  some  proper 
method  of  appointing  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  new  Towns  reported  that 
in  their  Opinion  his  Excellency  and  Council  should  be  requested,  from 
time  to  time,  as  often  as  they  shall  see  a  Necessity  to  appoint,  for  the  time 
being.  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  such  new  towns  where  suitable  persons  for 
that  office  can  be  found — ^And  that  a  Bill  in  form  be  brought  in  for  that 
purpose — The  said  Report  being  read — 


1.  Haswell  and  Russell  were  the  publishers  of  the  I'ermont  Gazette  at  Bennington. 
The  Legislature  in  1783  granted  them  a  lottery  to  raise  £200  for  the  estabHshment  of  a 
paper  mill.     See  p.  203. 

2.  For  text  of  an  act  for  the  regulation  of  fees  see  Slade's  Vermont  State 
Papers,  pp.  477-482. 
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Resolved  that  the  same  be  accepted  and  tha  t  a  Bill  in  form  be  brought 
in  thereon  accordingly. 

The  Committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  take  into  Consideration 
the  printing  Election  Sermons  reported  as  their  Opinion  that  the  Secre- 
tary be  directed,  as  soon  as  he  can  procure  fair  Copies  of  the  several 
Election  Sermons  which  have  been  preached  to  the  different  Legislatures 
of  this  State  and  are  not  yet  printed  to  forward  the  same  to  this  State's 
Printers  for  Publication.- — Which  being  Read  was  accepted. 

The  Petition  of  Edith  Green  praying  a  Compensation  for  the  Loss  of 
her  late  Husband's  Arms  &  Cloathing  who  was  killed  in  defence  of  this 
State — being  read 

Resolved  that  the  same  be  committed  to  M""  [Paul]  Brigham,  M"' 
[Lucas]  Willson,  and  M''  [Samuel]  Mattucks  to  consider  of  &  make  re- 
port. 

The  Petition  of  John  Bridgman  and  others  praying  for  an  Alteration 
of  the  Scale  of  Depreciation — being  read, 

Resolved  that  the  same  be  committed  to  IVP  [Peter]  Wright,  M""  [Eli] 
Cogsel,  [Cogswell]  M''  [Jonathan]  Underwood,  M"'  [Ebenezer]  Curtis, 
and  M*^  [Benjamin]  Baldwin,  to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council. 

The  Petition  of  Leonard  Spalding  late  one  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Sequestration  praying  relief  in  a  Suit  brought  against  him  by  Jonas 
Clarke  on  account  of  his  executing  the  said  Office,  being  read, 

Resolved  that  it  be  committed  to  M''  [Benjamin]  Whipple  M"' 
[Joseph]  Tyler  and  M""  [Gideon]  Ormsby,  to  join  a  Committee  from  the 
Council,  and  make  report. 

A  Bill  entitled  "an  Act  in  Addition  to  an  Act  entitled  "an  Act 
respecting  counterfeit  Money"  passed  in  October  Session  1782  at 
Manchester"  was  read  passed  and  sent  to  the  Council  for  their  Perusal 
and  Proposals  of  Amendment. 

Then  proceeded  by  Ballot  to  chuse  Delegates  to  represent  this  State 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  When  the  Hon'^'^  Moses  Robinson 
Esq'', the  Hon^'^  Isaac  Tichenor  Esq'',  His  Honor  Paul  Spooner  Esq'', 
The  Hon'''^  Ira  Allen  Esq"'  and  Stephen  R.  Bradley  Esq"^  were  duly 
chosen  according  to  Constitution. 

Adjourned  until  tomorrow  Morning  9  o'Clock. 

SATURDAY  18^^^  October  1783—9  o'Clock  A.  M. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  Consideration  the  Memorial 
of  his  Excellency  made  report — which  being  read — 

Resolved  that  the  same  be  recommitted — 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the 
purpose  mentioned  in  the  j^^  Article  of  the  Arrangement  of  Business  re- 
ported a  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  in  Addition  to  an  Act  entitled  an  Act 
against  counterfeiting  Bills  of  public  Credit  Coins  or  Currencies  and 
emitting  and  passing  Bills  or  Notes  on  private  Credit  and  preventing 
Injustice  in  passing  counterfeic  Bills" — Which  being  read  was  passed 
and  sent  to  the  Council  for  their  Perusal  and  Proposals  of  Amendment. 
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The  Committee  apolnted  to  take  into  Consideration  some  proper 
Measures  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  the  Small  Pox'  reported  a  Bill 
entitled  "An  Act  to  prevent  the  unlimitted  spreading  of  the  small  Pox 
by  Innoculation  or  otherwise"  which  was  read  passed  and  sent  to  the 
Council  for  their  Perusal  and  Proposals  of  Amendment. 

The  Grand  Committee  being  called  together  by  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  upon  the  Business  of  quieting  the  Disorders  prevail^  in  the 
Southern  part  of  Windham  County  agreed  upon  a  Bill  for  that  purpose  & 
to  report  the  same  to  the  Legislature. 

A  Bill  was  also  presented  to  the  Grand  Committee  by  a  Sub-Com- 
mittee appointed  by  them,  for  the  purpose  of  quieting  antient  [ancient] 
Settlers;  which  being  read  the  Consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Tuesday  Morning  next. 

Then  the  Grand  Committee  adjourned  until  Tuesday  morning 
next. 

Resolved  that  M''  E.  Robinson  be  requested  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
amend  an  Act  entitled  "An  Act  in  Addition  to  an  Act  entitled  an  Act 
for  regulating  Goals  fjails]  and  Goalers."  [jailers] 

Resolved  that  M-"  Speaker,  M^  [Abraham]  Ives,  M^  S.  Knight,  M"" 
[Daniel]  Heald,  and  M''  [James]  Gilchrist  be  a  Committee  to  join  a 
Committee  from  the  Council  to  arrange  and  give  proper  Titles  to  the 
Officers  of  Government  elected  this  Year. 

Resolved  that  Joel  Goodail  of  Halifax  be  and  is  hereby  appointed  a 
County  Surveyor  for  Windham  County. 

Resolved  that  Scotaway  Whitcomb  of  Windsor,  and  Oliver  Williams 
of  Woodstock  be  and  are  hereby  appointed  County  Surveyors  of  the 
County  of  Windsor. 

According  to  request  a  Bill  was  brought  in  by  M""  S.  Knight  entitled 
"An  Act  to  impower  Justices  of  the  Peace  to  grant  Warrants  for  the 
removal  of  persons  who  shall  have  committed  Crimes  in  any  State  or 
Province  in  North  America"  which  being  read — Resolved  that  it  lie  on 
the  Table. 

Resolved  that  M""  [Benjamin]  Butterfield  M""  [Benjamin]  Wait  and 
M''  E.  Robinson  have  leave  of  Absence  until  the  opening  of  this  Assembly 
on  Tuesday  Morning  next;  And  that  M""  S.  Knight  have  leave  of  Ab- 
sence until  next  Monday  Afternoon — And  that  M""  E.  Curtis  have 
Liberty  of  Absence  during  the  present  Session. 

Adjourned  until  Monday  next  8  o'Clock  A.M. 

MONDAY  Oct^  2o'»'  1783—8  o'Clock  A.  M. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  Consideration  the  Petition 
of  Anthony  Haswell  and  David  Russell  printers  in  Bennington  requesting 


I.  For  prevalence  of  smallpox  during  the  early  years  of  Vermont  history  and  at- 
tempts made  to  check  the  disease  by  inoculation,  see  article  on  "History  of  the  Medical 
Profession"  by  Dr.  Charles  S.  Caverly  in  Crockett's  History  of  Vermont,  vol.  5,  pp.  603- 
604. 
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leave  to  make  a  Lottery  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  Paper  Mill  in 
Bennington  reported  the  following  Resolution  viz' 

"Resolved  that  Mess""^  Anthony  Haswell  and  David  Russell 
Printers  in  Bennington  have  Liberty  to  form  a  Lottery  to  raise  two 
hundred  Pounds  for  the  express  purpose  of  compleating  the  now  un- 
finished Paper  Mill  in  Bennington  and  that  said  Lottery  be  under  such 
Regulations  and  in  the  hands  of  such  Managers  as  the  Authority  and 
Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Bennington  shall  point  out  and  that  such 
managers  find  sufficient  Bonds  with  Sureties  for  a  faithful  performance 
of  the  same:  And  that  the  same  be  in  no  wise  considered  at  the  risque 
of  this  State." 

Which  being  read  was  accepted. 

The  Petition  of  John  Ashley  praying  a  Confirmation  of  a  right  of 
Land  in  Poultney  being  read — Resolved  that  the  same  be  committed  to 
M""  [Joshua]  Webb,  M""  E.  Robinson,  and  M''  [Joseph]  Tucker  to  con- 
sider of  and  make  report. 

The  Petition  of  Amasa  Shumway  and  his  Associates  praying  for  the 
Grant  of  a  Tract  of  Land  in  Whitingham,  being  read — 

Resolved  that  the  Consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  the  next 
Session,  and  that  the  Petitioners  cite  the  Heirs  of  Col°  Whiting'  to  shev/ 
cause  why  the  Prayer  thereof  should  not  be  granted. 

The  Petition  of  Enoch  Bean  and  his  Associates  praying  for  the 
Grant  of  a  Gore  of  Land  adjoining  Strafford — being  read. 

Ordered  that  it  be  filed  with  the  Secretary. 

Resolved  that  M''  S.  Knight  (with  M""  [Noah]  Sabin  appointed  by  the 
last  Assembly)  audit  the  Account  of  Micah  Townsend  Esq"'  for  procuring 
a  Printer  and  Types  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  printing  Business 
in  this  State. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  Consideration  the  Petition 
of  John  Bridgman  and  others  respecting  the  Scale  of  Depreciation  made 
report — ^which  being  read  was  accepted. — 

Resolved  th.a.t  the  Petition  be  dismissed. 

The  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Straiford  praying  for 
an  Abatement  of  their  Provision  tax  for  1781 — being  read 

Ordered  that  it  lie  on  the  Table. 

Adjourned  until  2  o'Clock  P.  M. 

MONDAY  Oct^  20th  [1783]— 2  o'clock  P.  M. 

The  Petition  of  Isaac  Mathews  Administrator  of  the  Estate  of  Jesse 
Newell  late  of  Shaftsbury  dec*^  praying  leave  to  sell  part  of  the  real 
Estate  of  the  said  deceased  for  the  Payment  of  Debts,  &  a  Certificate  of 
the  Judge  of  Probate  of  the  District  of  Bennington  of  the  insufficiency 
of  the  personal  Estate — being  read 


I.  The  town  of  Whitingham  was  granted  by  the  colony  of  New  York  to  Nathan 
Whiting  and  associates  under  the  name  of  Cumberland,  but  did  not  include  all  of  the 
present  area.  See  State  Papers  of  Vermont,  vol.  2    (Vermont  Charters),  p.  369. 


204  Assembly  Journal 

Resolved  that  the  Prayer  of  said  Petition  be  granted  And  that  the 
Petitioner  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  that  purpose. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  Consideration  the  right  of 
the  District  of  Ira  to  a  representation  in  this  Assembly  reported — that 
inasmuch  as  it  appeared  to  the  said  Committee  that  said  District  was 
represented  in  the  Convention  which  formed  the  Constitution  and  since 
that  time  has  been  generally  represented  in  this  Assembly,  and  that  said 
District  has  been  heretofore  taxed  in  all  State  taxes  and  been  held  liable 
to  pay  the  same — therefore  it  was  the  Opinion  of  the  said  Committee  that 
the  said  District  be  allowed  a  representation  in  this  Legislature  until 
the  further  Order  of  this  house  thereon. 

Which  report  being  read  was  accepted. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  under  Consideration  the  Petition 
of  James  Gilchrist  &  others  &  also  the  Petition  of  Nehemiah  Lovell  & 
others  praying  for  a  Land  tax  of  one  Penny  on  the  Acre  for  the  purpose 
of  laying  out  roads  &c.  reported  that  in  their  Opinion  the  Prayer  of  the 
said  Petitions  should  be  granted  under  proper  restrictions  and  regula- 
tions. Which  being  read  was  accepted  and  Resolved  that  the  Petitioners 
have  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  thereon. 

On  Motion  Resolved  that  the  Petitions  of  Jesse  Safford  and  others,  & 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  Rutland,  be  again  taken  into  Consideration  &  be 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  five.  Committee  chosen  M""  [Peter] 
Wright,  M^  [Eli]  Cogsel,  [Cogswell]  M^  [Benjamin]  Butterfield,  M^ 
[Simon]  Stevens  and  M''  [Daniel]  Gilbert. 

The  Petition  of  Stephen  R.  Bradley  Esq''  representing  that  the 
Legislature  had  in  Febry.  Session  1782  granted  a  Gore  of  Land  which 
in  October  1780  had  been  granted  to  said  Bradley  &  his  Associates  & 
praying  relief  therein:  being  read. 

Resolved  that  said  Petition  be  committed  to  M""  [Samuel]  Mattucks, 
M""  [Henry]  Walbridge,  M''  [Alexander]  Kathan,  JVP  [Paul]  Brigham,  and 
M''  [Benjamin]  Baldwin  to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  Consideration  the  Petition 
of  John  Ashley  praying  for  a  Confirmation  of  a  Right  of  Land  in  Poultney 
reported  that  the  prayer  of  said  Petition  be  granted  Which  report  being 
read  was  accepted — Whereupon  Ordered  that  the  said  Petitioner  have 
leave  to  bring  In  a  Bill  for  that  Purpose. 

On  Amotion  Resolved^  that  M''  [Thomas]  Jewett,  M""  [Benjamin] 
Whipple,  M^  Edward]  Aikin  M^  [William]  Gallup,  and  M^[James]  Gil- 
christ be  a  Committee  to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council  to  devise 
some  proper  method  to  prevent  the  return  of  a  number  of  persons 
inimical  to  this  and  the  United    States — and  report  thereon. 

A  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  to  impower  the  Sale  of  part  of  the  real  Es- 
tate of  Jesse  Newell  deceased"  was  read  passed  and  sent  to  the  Council 
for  their  Perusal  and  Proposals  of  Amendment. 

Adjourned  until  tomorrow  Morning  8  o'Clock. 
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TUESDAY  October  21 «'  1783—8  o'Clock  A.  M. 

A  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  for  the  purpose  of  levying  the  respective 
taxes  therein  contained,  and  directing  and  regulating  the  mode  of 
collecting  the  same"  was  read,  passed  and  sent  to  the  Council  for  their 
Perusal  and  Proposals  of  Amendment. 

Resolved  that  his  Excellency  be  requested  to  grant  a  Passport  to 
Charles  Phelps  Esq"^  to  come  to  this  Assembly  now  sitting  at  West- 
minster, and  return  unmolested',  under  such  Restrictions  as  his  Ex- 
cellency shall  think  proper. 

Then  proceeded,  with  the  Governor  and  Council,  to  elect  Agents  to 
Attend  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  when  the  same  shall  be 
necessary — when  the  Hon^'^  Moses  Robinson,  Isaac  Tichenor  and 
Paul  Spooner  Esq''^  were  duly  chosen. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  Consideration  the  Memorial 
of  his  Excellency  reported  the  following  Resolutions  viz*^  "Resolved  that 
his  Excellency's  Salary  from  October  1778  to  October  1779  be  one 
hundred  Pounds  lawful  Money,  and  that  he  be  allowed  the  Sum  of 
twenty  Pounds  lawful  Money  for  services  mentioned  in  a  Memorial  of 
his  Excellency  dated  29^*^  September  1783,  and  that  the  Treasurer  be 
and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  the  same  accordingly— And  with  res- 
pect to  the  mode  of  paying  his  Excellency's  Salary  for  the  two  years  last 
past, 

Resolved  that  the  Salary  for  the  Year  1781,  which  is  £200  lawful 
money,  and  the  Salary  for  the  Year  1782  which  is  £150,  being  £350- 
lawful  money  in  the  whole  be  paid  the  one  half  in  forfeited  rights  of 
Land  in  the  town  of  Carthage,  [Jay]  at  nine  pounds  per  right,  and  the 
other  half  in  State  notes  given  by  the  Treas''" 

Which  report  being  read  was  accepted. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  revise  the  Act  commonly  called  the 
Tender  Act  made  report — which  was  read  and  accepted. 

Adjourned  until  2  o'Clock  P.  M. 

TUESDAY  October  2V'  1783— P.  M. 

Resolved  that  M''  [Gideon]  Ormsby,  M"^  [Beriah]  Lomis  [Loomis] 
and  M""  [Isaac]  Lyman  be  a  Committee  to  make  a  Division  of  the  County 
of  Rutland. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  Consideration  the  Arrearages 
of  the  Provision  taxes  made  report. 

Resolved  tha.x.  the  Consideration  thereof  be  postponed  until  tomorrow 
Morning. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  Consideration  the  returns 
of  the  Lists  made  by  the  several  towns  in  this  State  made  report,  which 
being  read  and  accepted,  was  ordered  to  be  recorded  by  the  Secretary. 


I.     Records  show  that  Charles  Phelps  had  been  "exceedingly  obstinate  against  and 
troublesome  to  this  State."     See  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  pp.  332-333. 
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The  Committee  to  consider  of  the  Petition  of  Stephen  R.  Bradley 
Esq"^  made  report,  which  was  read  &  recommitted. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Petition  of  Edith  Green 
praying  for  a  Compensation  for  her  late  Husband's  Clbaths  &  Arms  lost 
in  defence  of  this  State  of  the  value  of  £5-12-0  reported  that  the 
Prayer  of  said  Petition  ought  to  be  granted — which  being  read  was 
accepted.  And  ordered  that  the  Committee  of  Pay  table  be  directed 
upon  the  Petitioner's  Application  to  give  an  Orderupon  the  Treasurer  in 
her  favour  for  the  said  £5-12-0 

The  Committee  appointed  to  reconsider  the  Petitions  of  Jesse 
Safford  &  others  &  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Rutland  made  report  which 
being  read  was  accepted. 

Resolved  that  M^  [Lemuel]  Buck,  M-^  J.  Smith,  M^  [Edward]  Harris, 
M"'  A.  Smith  and  JVP  [Nehemiah]  Lovell  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  enabling  the  respective  towns  in  this  State  to  levy  a  tax  on  the  Land 
in  each  town  respectively  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  Roads  &  Bridges. 

The  Petition  of  Mary  Whipple  praying  Liberty  to  try  the  Title  of 
some  Land  in  Westminster;  being  read — 

Resolved  that  the  Prayer  of  said  Petition  be  granted  &  that  the 
Petitioner  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved  that  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Pownal  have  Liberty  to 
make  a  Lottery  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  Sum  of  one  hundred  and 
ten  Pounds  lawful  money  to  enable  them  to  repair  a  Piece  of  Highway  in 
said  Pownal  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  the  Dug-Way;  under 
such  regulations  and  restrictions  as  the  Authority  in  said  Town  shall 
direct: — they  the  Selectmen  giving  sufficient  Bonds  to  said  Authority 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  same. — And  that  it  be  understood 
that  this  State  are  in  no  wise  accountable  for  the  same. 

Resolved  th.a.1  the  Committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  quieting 
antient  [ancient]  Settleis  be  directed  to  bring  in  the  same  tomorrow 
Morning. 

Resolved  that  M"'  [Jesse]  Safford  have  leave  of  Absence  during  the 
present  Session. 

The  Petition  of  Nathaniel  Bennett  praying  for  a  new  Trial  of  a 
cause  therein  mentioned  being  read — 

Resolved  that  said  Petition  be  dismissed. 

The  Petition  of  Samuel  Avery  praying  the  Adjustment  of  certain 
Accounts — being  read — 

Resolved  that  M^  S.  Knight,  M^  E.  Robinson  and  M""  [Timothy] 
Brown  be  a  Committee  to  examine  and  adjust  said  Accounts  and  make 
report. 

Resolved  that  M''  [John]  Shumway  and  M''  [Timothy]  Brown  have 
leave  of  Absence  during  the  present  Session,  and  that  M''  [Joel]  Harman 
have  leave  of  Absence  until  tomorrow  Afternoon. 

Adjourned  until  tomorrow  morning  8  o'Clock. 
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WEDNESDAY  OCTOBER  221  1783—8  o'Clock  A.  M. 

The  Bill  intitled  "an  Act  for  the  Regulation  of  Fees"  was  returned 
from  the  Council  with  Proposals  of  Amendments,  part  of  which  being 
concurred  in  by  this  House,  and  others  not  agreed  to. 

Resolved  that  the  said  Bill  as  amended  do  pass  into  a  Law  of  this 
Stace. 

Resolved  that  M^  [Peter]  Wright,  M^  [Abraham]  Ives,  IVP  S.  Knight, 
M"'  E.  Robinson  and  IVP  [Daniel]  Gilbert  beappointed  to  make  a  nomina- 
tion of  a  Committee  to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council  to  take  under 
Consideration  some  method  for  quieting  antient  [ancient]  Settlers  and 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill  for  that  purpose  at  the  next  Session  of  this 
Assembly. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of  the  Com- 
missary General  made  repoi  t — which  being  read — 

Resolved  that  the  same  be  recommitted. 

The  Committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  nominate  a  Committee 
to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council  to  prepare  a  Bill  against  the  next 
Session  of  Assembly  for  quieting  antient  [ancient]  Settlers — reported 
that  they  have  nominated  for  that  purpose  Jonathan  Brace,  Stephen  R. 
Bradley  &  Micah  Townsend  Esq''^. 

Resolved  that  the  same  be  accepted. 

A  Bill  entitled  "an  Act  for  the  purpose  of  levying  the  respective 
taxes  therein  contained  and  regulating  the  mode  of  collecting  the  same" 
was  returned  by  the  Council  with  Proposals  of  Amendment^ — which  being 
read  and  concurred  in  by  this  House — Resolved  that  the  said  Bill  as 
Amended  do  pass  into  a  Law  of  this  State. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  join  a  Committee  from  the  Council, 
&  take  into  Consideration  the  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of 
Athens  made  report — which  being  read — 

Resolved  that  the  same  be  accepted. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  adjust  the  Accounts  of  Stephen  R. 
Bradley  Esq"'  made  report,  which  was  read,  Whereupon 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  pay  to 
Stephen  R  Bradley  Esq""  the  sum  of  seventy  seven  Pounds  eighteen 
Shillings  &  ten  Pence  &  give  up  to  said  Bradley  the  Receipts  mentioned 
in  the  said  Report  and  then  charge  the  State  with  one  hundred  and 
ninety  four  Pounds  fifteen  Shillings  &  4"^  a  part  ofwhich  being  Deprecia- 
tion of  new  Emission — Also 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  pay  Stephen 
R.  Bradley  five  hundred  and  twenty  two  Pounds  in  continental  Money 
in  giving  up  said  Bradley  his  Receipt  for  money  paid  for  printing — Said 
Continental  Money  to  be  liquidated  on  the  Scale  of  Depreciation  as 
Money  went  on  the  first  of  January  1780. 

The  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  Athens  praying  an  Abatement  of 
their  Provision  taxes  being  read — 

Resolved  that  it  be  committed  to  M""  [Joseph]  Tyler,  M"^  [Ebenezer] 
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Marvin,  &  M""  [Paul]  Brigham  to  consider  of  and  make  report — Also 
resolved  that  they  inquire  into  the  Situation  of  the  Town  of  Halifax 
respecting  said  Tax. 

A  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  impowering  the  several  Courts  in  this  State 
to  try  and  a  final  Determination  make  of  a  cause  or  Action  now  de- 
pending before  the  County  Court  for  the  County  of  Windham  between 
Mary  Whipple  Administratrix  on  the  Estate  of  Daniel  Whipple  deceased 
and  Rachel  Chaifee  Administratrix  of  Atherton  Chaffee  deceased  for 
Lands  in  Westminster"  was  read  passed  and  sent  to  the  Council  for 
their  Perusal   and   Proposals  of  Amendment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  Consideration  the  Petition 
of  Leonard  Spalding  reported  the  following  Resolution  viz'  Resolved 
that  Leonard  Spalding  late  one  of  the  Commissioners  for  selling  con- 
fiscated Estates  be  directed  and  impowered  at  the  Expence  of  this  State 
(if  he  shall  be  advised  thereto  by  his  Counsel)  to  defend  a  certain  Suit 
commenced  by  Jonas  Clarke  against  the  said  Leonard  and  Timothy 
Underwood,  now  depending  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State:  And 
that  the  Legislature  of  this  State  will  indemnify  the  Defendants  in  the 
said  Suit  except  as  to  such  sum  or  sums  as  said  Spalding  has  received  or 
may  hereafter  receive  for  the  rent  of  the  farm  now  in  Dispute — Which 
being  read — was  accepted. 

Adjourned  until  2  o'Clock  P.  M. 


WEDNESDAY  October  22^1  1783—2  o'Clock  P.  M. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  Petition  of  Stephen 
R.  Bradley  Esq''  praying  the  interference  of  the  Legislature  on  account 
of  their  having  made  a  Late  Grant  of  some  Land  formerly  granted  to 
him  and  Associates  reported  their  Opinion  that  the  further  Considera- 
tion of  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  next  Session  of  this  Assembly,  and 
that  the  parties  concerned  be  notified  to  appear  and  shew  reason  (if  any 
they  have)  why  said  Petition  should  not  be  granted. — Which  being  read 
was  accepted. 

A  Bill  intitled  "An  Act  for  the  Partition  of  Lands"  was  read  passed 
&  sent  to  the  Council  for  their  Perusal  and  Proposals  of  Amendment. 

A  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  against  Adultery  Polygamy  and  Fornica- 
tion" was  read  passed  and  sent  to  the  Council  for  their  Perusal  and 
Proposals  of  Amendment. 

A  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  for  regulating  of  Marriages,  and  for  pre- 
venting and  punishing  Incest  and  incestuous  Marriages"  was  read 
passed  and  sent  to  the  Council  for  their  Perusal  and  Proposals  of  Amend- 
ment. 

The  Grand  Committee  consisting  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
the  Hon'^'^  the  Council  and  General  Assembly  reported  "that  to  enable 
the  civil  Authority  to  exercise  their  Offices  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
County  of  Windham,   and  to  suppress   an   Insurrection   in      the  said 
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County,  a  military  force  be  forthwith  raised^  to  assist  the  said  civil 
Authority,  for  the  term  of  six  Months,  unless  sooner  discharged — ^That  it 
consist  of  one  hundred  men,  well  officered  and  equipped  for  War — ^That 
Col°  Benjamin  Wait  be  appointed  to  command  said  men — ^That  their 
pay  be  as    follows,  pr:  Month, 

£  S  D 

Col°  Wait £20-0-0  Serjeant 3-10-0 

Major 13 —  Corporal  Drum  &  fife 3-  5-0 

Captain lo —  Soldiers 3 

Lieutenant 7 — 

That  the  Pay  of  the  Commissioned  Officers  commence  from  the 
time  of  their  receiving  Orders,  and  the  non  commissioned  Officers  and 
Privates  from  the  time  of  their  Inlistment. 

That  General  Fletcher  be  requested  to  order  his  Brigade  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  assist  in  the  said  Service. 

That  General  Fletcher,  with  the  Advice  of  the  Officers  commanding 
said  Troops,  augment  or  dismiss  said  Troops  as  Circumstances  may  re- 
quire. 

That  the  Troops  furnish  themselves  with  Arms. 

That  the  Commissary  General  be  directed  to  furnished  the  Troops 
with  Ammunition,  Provisions,  and  necessary  Allowance  of  Spirituous 
Liquors. 

That  one  Company  of  said  Troops  be  from  Col°  Wait's  Regiment, 
and  the  other  Company  from  Col°  Bradley's  Regiment — Andthatthe 
Officer  commanding  said  Troops  appoint  the  other  Officers." 

Which  Report  being  read  was  accepted  and  Ordered  that  a  Bill  be 
brought   in    thereon. 

The  said  Grand  Committee  further  reported  "That  in  Addition  to 
the  measures  above  reported^ — the  Captain  General  give  Instructions 
to  Col°  Wait  and  the  Officers  commanding  the  Troops  ordered  to  be 
raised  purporting  that  [it]  is  not  the  Intention  of  Government  to  be 
severe  with  those  who  have  heretofore  opposed — provided  they  submit. — 
That  the  officer  commanding  be  instructed  to  give  special  Orders  to  the 
Troops  under  his  Command  not  to  meddle  with  the  persons  or  Property 
of  any  who  quietly  submit  to  this  Government. 

That  all  those  who  do  voluntarily  submit^  and  take  the  Oath  of 
Allegiance  to  this  State  before  they  are  arrested  by  any  Officer,  shall  not 
be  prosecuted  on  the  part  of  the  freemen  of  the  State  till  the  rising  of  the 
next  Session  of  the  Legislature:     And  that  they  engage  then  to  pass  and 


1.  The  text  of  this  act  may  be  found  in  Slade's  Vermont  State  Papers,  pp.  476-477. 

2.  Papers  and  documents  relating  to  the  insurrection  in  Windham  County  are  print- 
ed in  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  2,  pp.  297-336. 

3.  The  moderation  of  the  Vermont  authorities  in  dealing  with  the  hostile  element  in 
Windham  County  was  abundantly  justified  by  the  subsequent  pacification  of  this  region, 
and  is  an  example  of  the  wisdom  of  the  leaders  of  the  new  State  in  dealing  with  a  difficult 
situation. 
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Act  of  Pardon  in  favor  of  so  many  as  vnU  submit  as  aforesaid  and 
petition  for  that  Purpose. 

That  the  sense  of  the  Committee  of  both  houses  be  taken  whether 
it  will  not  be  advisable  for  the  Governor  and  Council  to  remit  any  Fines 
heretofore  laid  on  those  who  have  opposed  this  Government  in  the 
County  of  Windham — provided  they  submit  to  Government  and 
petition  for  the  same — That  those  People  be  further  informed  that  with 
respect  to  any  Losses  they  may  have  sustained  by  Confiscation  or  other- 
wise in  their  Opposition  to  this  Government  their  only  way  for  relief  is 
to  submit  to  Government  and  petition  the  Legislature  for  a  Compensa- 
tion. 

Which  report  being  read  was  accepted. 

A  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  directing  the  form  of  Bills  of  Abatement  on 
State  Taxes"  was  read  &  passed  and  sent  to  the  Council  for  their  Perusal 
and   Proposals   of  Amendment. 

The  Petition  of  Nathan  Robinson  and  Martha  Burke — Administra- 
tors of  the  Estate  of  Simeon  Burke  deceased  praying  leave  to  sell  real 
Estate  of  the  said  deceased  for  the  Payment  of  Debts,  and  the  Certi- 
ficate of  the  Judge  of  Probate  of  the  District  that  the  personal  Estate  is 
insuflficient — being    read — 

Resolved  that  the  Prayer  of  said  Petition  be  granted  And  that  the 
Petitioners  have  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved  that  IVP  [Edward]  Aiken  and  M"'  [Thomas]  Cutler  have 
leave  of  Absence  during  the  present  Session. 

A  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  to  impower  the  Sale  of  part  of  the  real 
Estate  of  Simeon  Burke  deceased  was  read  passed  and  sent  tothe  Council 
for  their  Perusal  and  Proposals  of  Amendment. 

Resolved  that  M^  S.  Knight,  M""  [Samuel]  Mattucks  and  M^  [Benja- 
min] Wait  be  a  Committee  to  draw  up  Instructions  tothe  Auditors  of 
public  Accounts  and  make  report. 

A  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  County 
Courts  in  the  County  of  Rutland"  was  read  passed  and  sent  to  the 
Council  for  their  Perusal  and  Proposals  of  Amendment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  Consideration  the  Petition 
of  Samuel  Avery  made  report — which  being  read — 

Resolved  that  the  same  be  recommitted. 

The  Petition  of  Hezekiah  Leffingwell  &  others  praying  for  a 
Grant  of  a  Parcel  of  Land  in  Whitingham  being  read. 

Resolved  that  the  Petition  be  dismissed. 

A  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  to  repeal  an  Act  intitled  An  Act  in  Addition 
to  an  Act  entitled  an  Act  for  licensing  Houses  of  public  Entertainment 
or  Taverns,  and  for  suppressing  unlicensed  Houses"  passed  at  Man- 
chester in  October  last"  was  read  passed  and  sent  to  the  Council  for  their 
Perusal  and  Proposals  of  Amendment 

The  Committee  appointed  to  settle  with  and  audit  the  Accounts  of 
Micah  Townsend  Esq''  for  his  time  and  Expences  in  procuring  Types  and 
a  Printer  to  carry  on  the  Business  of  printing  in  this  State  reported  that 
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upon  the  Adjustment  of  said  Account  there  appears  to  be  due  to  said 
Townsend  for  said  Services  eighteen  Pounds  and  two  Shillings. 

Which  being  read  was  accepted. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the  Council  viz' 

"In  Council  Westminster  Ocf  21^'  1783 

"A  Bill  from  the  Assembly  was  read  purporting  a  request  to  join  a 
Committee  for  the  purpose  of  forming  an  Act  to  prevent  the  return  of 
inimical  persons  into  this  State — Whereupon  Resolved  that  as  the  pro- 
visional Treaty  of  peace  stipulates  that  Congress  recommend  that  the 
respective  States  pass  Acts  permitting  those  that  have  gone  from  among 
them  to  return  for  a  limited  time;  That  Congress  for  reasons  best 
known  to  themselves  have  neglected  passing  such  Recommendation. — 
That  none  of  the  United  States  have  to  our  knowledge  (since  peace  took 
place)  passed  any  public  Act  respecting  the  return  of  inimical  persons: — 
That  by  the  latest  Accounts  from  Europe  the  Completion  of  the  de- 
finitive Treaty  was  procrastinated. — ^That  for  this  State,  considering  her 
Situation,  under  the  Disadvantages  she  is  in  to  have  foreign  Intelli- 
gence, to  lead  the  United  States  in  these  matters  appears  premature. — 
The  Council  are  therefore  unanimously  of  Opinion  that  no  Act  be  passed 
at  this  Session  respecting  inimical  Persons." 

"Extracts  from  the  Journals 

D.  Hall  Secry  P.  T." 

The  Objections  of  the  Council  to  joining  a  Commitee  from  this  House 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  an  Act  to  prevent  the  Return  of  inimical 
Persons  into  this  State — being  read, 

Whereupon  Resolved  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  and  hereby 
is  requested  to  omit  giving  any  persons  within  the  Enemy's  Lines  who 
have  been  deemed  Enemies  to  this  and  the  United  States,  a  permit  to 
return  and  be  in  any  part  of  this  State,  until  the  further  Order  of  this 
House  thereon. 

Adjourned  until  8     o'Clcok  Tomorrow  Morning. 

THURSDAY  October  23  ^^  1783—8  o'Clock  A.  M. 

A  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  enabling  the  Inhabitants  of  the  several 
Towns  to  tax  the  unimproved  Lands  within  their  respective  towns  for 
certain  cases  therein  mentioned"  was  read  passed  and  sent  to  the 
Council  for  their  Perusal  and  Proposals  of  Amendment. 

A  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  for  qualifying  Chainmen"  was  read  passed 
and  sent  to  the  Council  for  their  Perusal  and  Proposals  of  Amendment. 

A  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  directing  Town  Clerks  to  return  the  names 
of  the  first  Constables  of  their  respective  Towns  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
State"  was  read  passed  and  sent  to  the  Council  for  their  Perusal  and 
Proposals  of  Amendment. 

On  Motion  of  M"'  S.  Knight,  Resolved  that  the  Council  be  requested 
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to  join  this  house  in  Grand  Committee  to  take  into  Consideration  the 
Propriety  of  offering  Terms  of  Mercy  to  the  Insurgents  in  the  Southern 
part  of  Windham  County  previous  to  an  armed  Force  being  sent  to  sub- 
due them. 

Resolved  that  there  be  and  hereby  is  remitted  unto  the  Town  of 
Athens  in  the  County  of  Windham  their  Provision  taxes  of  1780  &  178 1 
as  assessed  by  the  General  Assembly— And  all  officers  whom  it  may  con- 
cern are  to  take  notice  hereof  and  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Petition  of  John  Ashley 
made  report — which  being  read — 

Resolved   that  the  same  be  recommitted. 

A  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  to  prevent  the  Inhabitants  of  New  York 
being  allowed  greater  Priviledges^  within  this  State  than  the  Inhabitants 
of  this  State  are  allowed  within  the  State  of  New  York, "  was  read  passed 
and  sent  to  the  Council  for  their  Perusal  &  Proposals  of  Amendment. 

A  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  for  the  purposeofgrantingan  Abatement  on 
the  Provision  tax  in  the  Town  of  Halifax  as  assessed  for  the  Year  1781 " 
was  read  passed  and  sent  to  the  Council  for  their  Perusal  and  Proposals 
of  Amendment. 

A  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  impoweringthe  Commissary  General  to  give 
his  Extents  for  collecting  the  Provision  taxes  granted  in  1780  and  1781 " 
was  read  passed  and  sent  to  the  Council  for  their  Perusal  and  Proposals 
of  Amendment. 

A  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Surveyor 
General  to  compleat  the  Survey  of  the  Town  Lines  of  this  State"  was 
read  passed  and  sent  to  the  Council  for  their  Perusal  and  Proposals  of 
Amendment. 

Resolved  that  M"^  E.  Robinson  have  leave  of  Absence  during  the 
present  Session. 

Adjourned  until  2  o'Clock  P.  M. 

THURSDAY  2  o'Clock  P.  M.  23  ^  October  1783. 

Resolved  that  the  Petition  of  Bastian  Deal  and  others,  which  was 
referred  to  this  Session  be  postponed  until  the  next  Session  of  Assembly. 

The  Grand  Committee  consisting  of  the  Governor  Council  & 
Assembly — reported  the  following  Resolution  viz' 

^'Resolved  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  and  is  hereby  re- 
quested as  soon  as  may  be  to  issue  his  Proclamation  offering  a  free  and 
ample  Pardon  for  all  Offences  committed  against  this  State  by  any  or 
either  of  those  persons  in  the  Southern  part  of  Windham  County  who 


I.  This  act  provided  that  no  inhabitant  of  New  York  should  "commence  any  suit 
or  suits  at  law  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  against  any  inhabitant  or  resident  there- 
of, for  any  civil  matter  or  contract  until  the  Legislature  of  said  state  of  New  York  shall 
allow  the  inhabitants  of  this  state  full  liberty  to  commence  the  like  suits  within  their  juris- 
diction and  without  any  such  lets  or  hindrances."  The  text  of  the  act  may  be  found  in 
Slade's  Vermont  State  Papers,  p.  475. 


Thursday,  October  23,   1783  213 

have  heretofore  opposed  this  Governm'  and  shall  take  an  Oath  of  Alle- 
giance before  any  Justice  of  the  Peace  within  thirty  days  after  the 
Promulgation    of    said    Proclamation." 

Which  being  read  was  accepted. 

Resolved  that  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  revise  an  Act 
entitled  "An  Act  enabling  the  Inhabitants  of  the  several  towns  to  tax 
the  Lands  within  their  respective  towns  for  certain  purposes  therein 
mentioned." 

Resolved  that  a  Debenture  of  the  present  Session  of  Assembly  be 
paid  by  orders  drawn  by  the  Treasurer  on  the  several  Collectors  in  this 
State  who  are  appointed  to  collect  the  3^*  tax  laid  the  present  Session. 

A  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  establishing  a  right  of  Land  in  Poultney  to 
John  Ashley"  was  read  passed  and  sent  to  the  Council  for  their  Perusal 
and    Proposals  of    Amendment. 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  State  be  and  hereby  is  directed 
to  give  Micah  Townsend  Esq""  an  Order  upon  any  Collector  of  this  State 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  hard  money  tax  of  3^  on  the  pound  ordered  by  this 
Assembly  to  be  collected — for  the  Sum  of  eighteen  Pounds  and  two 
Shillings. 

A  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  further  to  continue  the  Laws  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  this  State"  was  read  passed  &  sent  to  the  Council  for  their 
Perusal  and  Proposals  of  Amendment. 

Resolved  that  his  Excellency's  Salary  for  the  year  ensuing  be  two 
hundred  Pounds  lawful  Money. 

Resolved  that  M""  [Benjamin]  Butterfield  and  M*^  [Thomas]  Jewett 
be  a  Committee  to  take  into  their  Consideration  the  disposal  of  some 
printing  Paper  in  the  Possession  of  Micah  Townsend  Esq"" 

The  said  Committee  reported  as  their  Opinion  that  said  Townsend 
dispose  of  the  same,  for  the  highest  Price  he  can  get  to  this  State's 
Printers,  and  transmit  an  Account  thereof  to  the  Treasurer  that  they 
may  by  the  Treasurer  be  made  Debtor  therefor — And  that  the  Amount 
of  the  Price  be,  in  future,  deducted  out  of  their  Services  in  printing  for 
this  State. 

Which  Report  being  read  was  accepted. 

The  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Strafford  being  read — 
Resolved  that  said  Petition  be  dismissed. 

A  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  declaring  a  time  when  to  begin  the  Settle- 
ment of  new  Lands'  that  has  been  prevented  by  the  late  War,  between 


I.  Most  of  the  Vermont  charters  hitherto  granted  had  contained  a  provision  that 
each  proprietor,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  must  plant  and  cultivate  five  acres  of  land,  and  build 
a  house,  the  dimensions  of  which  should  be  at  least  eighteen  feet  square  on  the  floor,  or 
have  one  family  settled  on  each  respective  right  "within  the  term  of  three  years  next  after 
circumstances  of  war  will  admit  of  a  settlement  with  safety."  Failure  to  comply  with 
these  provisions  would  result  in  a  forfeiture  of  the  property.  The  war  having  ended,  this 
act  fixed  May  i,  1784,  as  the  "lawful  time  to  begin  the  settlement  of  new  lands  that  have 
been  prevented  by  the  late  war  between  Great  Britain  and  America."  The  text  of  the 
act  may  be  found  in  Slade's  Vermont  State  Papers,  pp.  475-476. 
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Great  Britain  and  America"  was  read  passed  &  sent  to  the  Council  for 
their  Perusal  and  Proposals  of  Amendment. 

Adjourned  until  tomorrow  Morning  7  o'Clock. 

FRIDAY  OCTOBER  24'^^  1783—7  o'Clock  A.  M. 

A  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  for  the  purpose  of  raising  one  hundred  able 
effective  Men  to  assist  the  civil  Authority  in  carrying  into  Execution  the 
Law  in  the  southerly  part  of  the  County  of  Windham"  being  read  was 
passed  and  sent  to  the  Council  for  their  Perusal  and  Proposals  of  Amend- 
ment. 

A  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  in  Addition  to  an  Act  regulating  Prop- 
rietors Meeting"  was  read  passed  and  sent  to  the  Council  for  their 
Perusal  and  Proposals  of  Amendment. 

Resolved  that  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  give  Stephen  R.  Bradley 
Esq''  an  Order  upon  any  of  the  Collectors  of  the  three  penny  tax  for  the 
sum  of  three  Pounds,  the  same  being  for  Attendance  at  this  Session  & 
managing  Causes  on  the  part  of  the  freemen,  Drawing  Bills  &c. 

Resolved  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  the  hon*"'^  the  Coun- 
cil be  empowered  and  requested  to  give  Instructions  on  behalf  of  the 
freemen  of  this  State  to  the  Agents  appointed  to  negotiate  and  transact 
the  Business  of  this  State  at  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  if  their 
Attendance  should  be  necessary  before  the  next  Session  of  this  Assembly. 

Resolved  that  the  Trial  of  the  Title  of  Lands^  be  suspended  until  the 
rising  of  the  next  Session  of  this  Assembly  except  such  Actions  of  Tres- 
pass as  were  originally  commenced  before  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  have 
been  or  shall  be  appealed,  and  except  the  case  ofGeorgeDuncan  against 
William  Utley. 

Resolved  that  the  non-commissioned  Officers  and  Privates  to  be 
raised  and  commanded  by  Col°  Wait  receive  an  Advance  pay,  upon 
their  Inlistment,  of  five  Dollars,  to  be  paid  in  Treasurers  Notes: — And 
that  the  Treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  take  the  necessary  Orders 
thereon. 

Resolved  that  the  Reverend  M"^  Bullen  be  allowed  the  sum  of  four 
Pounds  four  Shillings  lawful  Money  for  his  Services  in  attending  this 
House  the  present  Session;  and  that  the  Treasurer  be  and  is  hereby 
directed  to  pay  the  same. 

Resolved  that  this  Assembly  do  adjourn  until  the  third  Thursday  in 
February  next,  then  to  meet  at  Bennington  in  the  County  of  Bennington. 

And  they  stand  adjourned  accordingly. 


This  bill  should  be  considered  in  connection  with  the  attempt  to  establish  valid  land 
titles.  For  a  discussion  of  the  general  subject  see  Daniel  Chipman's  Life  of  Nathaniel 
Chipman,  pp.  62-65;  Governor  and  Council,  vol.  3,  pp.  341-356. 
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Plan  of  Townships.  .47,  49,  71,  83,  148,  151 

Pocock  (Bristol) 192 

Polygamy 208 
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Public  Rights 192 

Public  Worship 189,     199,    200 

Putsifer,  David 19,     30 

Putney 4,  16,  in,  120,  170,  186 
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157,   178,    189 

Representatives,  List  of  3,  4,  5,  58,  82,  119, 

120,  141,  185,  186,  193,  194,  197,  199 

Representatives,  Special  Elections  of  8,  122, 

127,  137,  187 

Resolutions  of  Congress.  .  .  .  n,  57,  59,  60, 
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Small  Pox 196,  202 

Smalley,  James 77 

William 120,      141 

Smith,  Mr 10,  66,  no,  n2 

Abidah 155,     186,     206 
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Sunderland 3^    ng 

Superior  Court,  Clerk  of 78 

Superior  Court loi 

{See  also  Judges  of  Superior  Court) 

Superior  Court  of  Common  Pleas 22 
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Alexander 164 

David 22 

Samuel 22 

Silas 5,34 

William 22 

Thomson,  Joseph 168 

Throop,  John 6,  56,   121,   187 
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